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After 70 years, anew 
age for the monarchy 


Thesymbolism ofa great state service 
of thanksgiving for an absent Queen 
was not lost beneath the imposing 
dome of St Paul’s Cathedral. All the 
more so, as the nation was paying 
tribute to her seven decades of public 
service as Britain’s longest-reigning 
monarch. 

The Prince of Wales took her place 


in the formal procession through a 
2,000-strong congregation of prime 
ministers past and present, parlia- 
mentarians, diplomats, a full squad 
of other royals and 400 members of 
the public honoured for their com- 
munity work. 

As the archbishop of York, Stephen 
Cottrell, said in his sermon, the horse- 
loving Queen, 96, is “still in the 
saddle”. But it seemed a moment to 
recognise that her presence, taken for 
granted at such grand public events, 


Boris Johnson was 
greeted byachorus 

of boos and whistles as 
hearrivedat St Paul's 
Cathedral 
yesterday 
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is no longer guaranteed because of 
the mobility issues that have plagued 
her platinum jubilee year. 

The Duke and Duchess of Sussex, 
who had flown in at the Queen’s 
invitation, made their first public 
appearance with other members of 
the royal family since their contro- 
versial exit from royal duties and 
relocation to North America two 
years ago. 

Necks craned as the cou- (4 
ple walked to their seats, 


oe 


The Duke and. ‘Duchess of Sussex made their first public appearance for the platinum jubilee at St Paul’s Cathedral yesterday puoroGRAPH: RICHARD POHLE/GETTY 
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<The Met 
declined to give 
the number or 
ages of young 
people targeted 
by Project Alpha 


PHOTOGRAPH: REGGIE 
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Police force profiling children ‘ona 
large scale’, Met document suggests 


Wil Crisp and Vikram Dodd 


Metropolitan police documents 
say the force has been collecting 
“children’s personal data” from social 
media sites as part ofa project to carry 
out “profiling on a large scale”. 

The Met says thescheme, knownas 
Project Alpha, helps fight serious vio- 
lence, with the intelligence gathered 
identifying offenders and securing 
the removal of videos glorifying stab- 
bings and shootings from platforms 
suchas YouTube. 

The unit, comprising more than 30 
staff and launched in 2019 with Home 
Office funding, scours social media 
sites looking at drill music videos and 
other content. 

A Met document, seen by the 
Guardian, says the project “will 
carry out profiling on a large scale”, 
with males aged 15 to 21a focus. After 


questioning, the force said both of 
these details were a mistake. 

Met blunders over an earlier anti- 
gang database helped fuel concerns 
about Project Alpha, the privacy of 
children, and police focusing on 
young black children for signs of 
criminality. 

Stafford Scott, a veteran com- 
munity campaigner, said he feared 
the project was part of a continued 
assault on young black people. 

“Young people use social media 
to magnify their lived experience. 
It is a tool for projection - you can’t 
rely on it for detection,” he said. “It 
is racially motivated, racially driven 
and involves racial stereotypes.” 

The Met says it scoured the scheme 
for signs of racial bias in an equalities 
impact assessment and found none. 

Project Alpha started in June 
2019 and is supported by the Home 
Office, which has provided almost 
£5m. While heavily redacted, the 


new document, dated December 
2020, provides fresh details. It is a 
data protection impact assessment 
and comprises questions examin- 
ing compliance with data protection 
laws and principles and answers from 
those running the scheme. It was first 
obtained througha freedom of infor- 
mation request from the investigative 
organisation Point Source. 

The document says males aged 
15 to 21 will be targeted and prom- 
ises that information about young 
people will not be shared without a 
“compelling” reason. 

Asked “will there be systematic 
monitoring or profiling on a large 
scale, or in a public place?”, the 
response is “yes”, but the rest of the 
answer is mostly blanked out. 

Asked “will the project carry out 
profiling on a large scale?”, the box 
for “yes” was ticked by the Met. The 
answer continues: “The meaning of 
large scale is not defined in the Data 


Protection Act 2018. But this may 
include activities suchas using exist- 
ing data to identify [an] individual for 
operational purposes(s) or review.” 

Asked whether the project will 
“process children’s personal data for 
profiling or automated decision mak- 
ing... or for marketing purposes”, the 
police say “yes”, adding: “The project 
is focused on reducing serious youth 
violence and many of those involv- 
ing directly or indirectly are under 
the age of 18.” Full names and gang 
affiliation are to be recorded, it says. 

Inits first statement to the Guard- 
ian about the document, the Met said: 
“The inclusion of the demographic 
15-21 year[s] old was an error. As we 
do not ‘profile on a large scale’ we 
cannot provide any demographic 
of individuals who are involved in 
uploading harmful content online. 
We do not seek to identify personal 
information about those posting the 
videos and as such we hold limited 
personal data (predominantly just 
the videos themselves).” 

Asked why officers had ticked 
“yes” to a box asking if the project 
would “carry out profiling on a large 
scale”, the Met added: “The checking 
of the yes box at point 10 of this early 
response is incorrect.” It declined to 
give the number or ages of those 
Alpha looks at, or say whether suspi- 
cion about an individual was needed. 

The document says the scheme has 
been designed to “combine, compare, 
or match data from multiple sources” 
and uses new technologies or the 
“novel use of existing technologies”. 

Emmanuelle Andrews of the 
human rights group Liberty said: 
“This surveillance and monitoring of 
young people and children is deeply 
worrying, impacting their right to 
express themselves and to partici- 
pate in friendship and community 
networks. It can have serious con- 
sequences for their futures, such as 
their ability to access housing, edu- 
cation and work.” 

The Met told the information com- 
missioner that Alpha helped identify 
intelligence about violence gleaned 
from social media and about peo- 
ple committing offences, as well as 
tracing wanted offenders. 


Extra 11 minutes of exercise 
a day ‘could cut stroke risk’ 


Nicola Davis 


Older adults who increase the 
amount of moderate activity from 
less than three minutes a day to at 
least 14 minutes could cut their risk 
of stroke by more than 40%, research 
suggests. 

Being sedentary, whether sit- 
ting for long periods or otherwise 
not moving for lengthy bouts, has 
been linked to an increased risk 
of conditions from heart disease 
to obesity, with the World Health 
Organization stating that physical 
inactivity is a leading cause of dis- 
ease and disability. 

Writing in the journal Jama Net- 
work Open, researchers in the US 
report how they analysed data 
collected through activity trackers 


worn for up to seven days by 7,607 
participants within a period from 
2009 to 2013. 

“This study’s findings suggest 
that more time spent being physi- 
cally active, especially at moderate 
intensities, and less time spent being 
sedentary, particularly in longer 
bouts, may help reduce the risk of 
stroke,” the authors write. 

The participants, who were on 
average just over 63 years old, were 
then followed up for an average of 
7.4 years, in which time 286 of the 
participants hada stroke. 

The team’s analysis reveals that 
the third of participants who man- 
aged at least 14 minutes a day hada 
43% lower risk of stroke compared 
with the third of participants who 
managed less than 2.7 minutes of 
moderate to vigorous exercise a day. 
This was the case once factors such 


as age, sex, smoking status, alcohol 
consumption, heart conditions and 
amount of time spent sedentary were 
taken into account. 

The analysis also suggested that 
four to five hours a day of light 
intensity activity could lower stroke 
risk. 

“Of course, accumulating [that] 
would likely require some intentional 
effort, as most older adults don’t 
achieve that much,” said Dr Steven 
Hooker, the first author of the study 
from San Diego State University. 

Separately, the team adds that the 
most inactive participants - spending 
more than 13 out of the 16 recorded 


Mh - f in 
A The study in the US followed 7,607 
participants between 2009 and 2013 


hours a day sedentary - hada 44% 
higher risk of stroke than those who 
spent less than 11.8 hours doing so. 

“These results support recent clin- 
ical and public health guidelines 
encouraging people to move more 
and sit less to maintain cardiovascular 
health,’ the team writes. 

However, the study has limita- 
tions, including that only amaximum 
of seven days’ worth of data was col- 
lected for each participant. 

Naveed Sattar, a professor of 
metabolic medicine at the University 
of Glasgow who was not involved in 
the work, cautioned that the study 
may slightly overestimate the size 
of benefit linking activity levels to 
stroke risk, in part as people with 
minor, often undetected, prior 
strokes may be able to walk less. 

But, he said, exercise matters. 
“There is no doubt that being more 
active lessens excess body fat and 
helps keep blood pressure at lower, 
healthier levels,” he said. 

“As both these factors are strong 
risk factors for stroke, it follows that 
walking more and sitting less will pro- 
tect the brain as well as the heart.” 
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Pink suits and 


manbags: Elvis rips 


up stereotypes in 


Luhrmann biopic 


he hottest pop heart- 

throb wears sugar pink 

suits and lace blouses, 

and whips teenage 

crowds into delirium 

with his bee-stung 
pout and perfectly coiffed quiff. 
Forty-five years after his death, he 
is poised for a blockbuster summer. 
Step aside, Harry Styles - Elvis is 
back in the building. 

Baz Luhrmann’s opulent biopic 
arrives in cinemas this month and 
portrays the king of rock’n’roll as an 
audaciously counter-cultural artist 
whose music and image challenge 
the prejudices and stereotypes of 
the world around him. 

“TI try and make movies to deal 
with what’s going on now,” the 
director said at a screening hosted 
by GQ magazine in London this 
week. Luhrmann and his wife and 
collaborator, the costume designer 
Catherine Martin, have created 
a delicate, feminine on-screen 
portrait of the teenage Elvis. He 
wears lace blouses and carries his 
cassette tapes in a glossy leather 
manbag. Heavy-lidded and pouting 
under a sailor cap, he swivels his 
hips on stage with an energy that 
owes as much to Beyoncé and 
Christina Aguilera as to traditional 
rock’rroll. 

In Luhrmann’s luscious retelling 
of the mythology, the title role, 
played by the 30-year-old US actor 
Austin Butler, is cast as a beautiful 
innocent ensnared by the wiles of 
his manager, Colonel Tom Parker, 
played against type by Tom Hanks. 

The film explores how Elvis’s 
upbringing in a largely black 
neighbourhood in segregated 
Memphis shaped his music and 
his style. At the GQ screening the 
British singer Yola, who plays 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe - the queer, 
black “godmother of rock’n’roll” 
revered by Lizzo asa hero - recalled 
Luhrmann saying: “We need to 
put the story into context, to show 
that [Elvis] came from a black 
world.” The young Elvis is shown 
mesmerised by gospel in a church 
service and singing with BB King in 
the blues venue Club Handy. 

Newspaper headlines shown on 
screen - “Elvis the Pelvis belongs 
in the Jungle”, “The White Boy 
with Black Hips” - testify to the 
prejudice and hostility with which 
the black roots of his hits were 
met by the US establishment. 


Austin Butler ina plum-coloured 
suit. In the biopic, the changing 
wardrobe marks Elvis’s evolution 


Luhrmann told the event that Elvis 
was “at the centre of culture, for 
the good, the bad and the ugly. And 
you can’t talk about America in that 
period without talking about race.” 

Fashion in Elvis is a three-way 
collaboration between Luhrmann, 
Martin and the designer Miuccia 
Prada, who has created clothes 
for the director’s films for 30 years 
and dressed the entire cast for 
the recent Met Gala in New York. 
Luhrmann recently told Vogue that 
conversation with Prada tended to 
diverge from clothing, and went 
“from high to low, from political to 
... kind of trash”. In the film, some 
looks rework outfits Elvis and other 
characters wore in real life, while 
others take artistic licence from the 
Prada and Miu Miu archives. 

At the screening, Luhrmann 
spoke of his love for “the colour and 
the dazzle, but also the darkness” 
of popular culture, a perspective 
he shares with Prada, who fuses 
subcultural currents with high- 
gloss glamour on her catwalks. At 
the same event, Martin described 
costume design as “a process of 
supporting the storytelling and 
characterisation ... In ballroom 
dancing they say that the woman is 
the flower and the man is the vase. 
Ina film, Iam the vase and Baz and 
the actors are the flowers.” 

The dramatic beats of the story 
are echoed in the evolution of 
Elvis’s wardrobe. The ethereal, 
fairytale-princess palette of 
teenage Elvis is replaced by 
boxy olive greens for his military 
posting, and then by lurid sunset 
yellows and oranges for an era 
of cheesy Hollywood films. The 


Elvis wears 
agold sequin 
jacket during a 
1968 TV special 
that marked a 
return to live 
performing 
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From far left: 

Austin Butler 

and Olivia 

DeJonge as Elvis 

and Priscilla 

Presley in Baz 

Luhrmann’s 

biopic; a Prada 

sketch for the 

outfit warn Austin 

by DeJonge Butler dons the 
high-collared 
leather jacket 
and matching 
trousers of Elvis 
in his late 60s 
comeback 
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decadence of his later years is at 
first all excitement and allure, with 
a still-beautiful Elvis shown ina 
sleek, slim-hipped, plum-coloured 
Prada suit, with a high Napoleonic 
collar that rises up to frame sharp 
cheekbones. The descent into drug- 
addled Vegas sleaze is played out 

in a world of capes and jumpsuits, 
huge gold pinkie rings and babydoll 
nylon nighties, neon lights and 
remote-control curtains. 

But the film gives audiences an 
antidote to the tragedy of Elvis in 
its portrayal of his wife, Priscilla 
Presley, who “went from being 
this quintessential 1950s female, 
to being her own woman in the 
1960s and 1970s, ina story that 
reflects the journey of women 
in that century”, said Martin. 

“She survived being Elvis’s wife - 
imagine that,” said Olivia DeJonge, 
the actor who plays Priscilla. 

Many of Prada’s most scene- 
stealing costumes for the film 
- including a citrus skirt suit, anda 
beaded top worn with brocade kick- 
flare trousers - are those created 
for DeJonge. They are deliberately 
modern in feel, designed to 
bring Priscilla Presley to life for 
contemporary audiences. DeJonge 
met Presley for the first time at the 
Cannes screening of the film, and 
recalled that “by the end we were 
holding hands and crying”. 
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After 70 years of 
constancy, Queen's 
absence signals new 
era for monarchy 


@ Continued from page 1 


smiling and hand in hand, having 
appeared to cheers and some jeers 
from the crowd outside. They arrived 
by car shortly after the long line of 
other assorted royals who earlier had 
disgorged from acoach to fileinto the 
cathedral. 

Harry, in morning dress, wore his 
medals, including a commemorative 
platinum jubilee medal, apparently 
distributed throughout working and 
non-working royals and funded pri- 
vately. They departed hand-in-hand, 
too, and were seen chatting easily 
to relatives, such as Harry’s cousin 
Zara Tindall and her brother, Peter 
Phillips. 


As the prime minister, Boris John- 
son, and his wife, Carrie, arrived at 
the cathedral, a round of loud boos, 
followed by some cheers, could be 
heard from onlookers outside. 

Seeing Charles in his mother’s 
seat was as palpable an image of the 
quiet transition happening behind 
palace walls as when he read the 
Queen’s speech at the state opening 
of parliament. 

If Thursday’s trooping the col- 
our and tomorrow’s jubilee pageant 
provide the spectacle, then this pro- 
cession at St Paul’s, a cathedral to 
national celebration and commem- 
oration, was the spiritual heart of the 
jubilee, as it has been for jubilees as 
far back as George III’s reign. 


The Queen may have been watch- 
ingit on television, many miles away 
at Windsor Castle, but the rest of the 
family were out in force. 

For lip-readers and body-language 
experts hired to mine any morsels on 
the state ofrelations between William 
and Harry - reportedly not helped by 
accusations made by the Sussexes in 
US television interviews - there was 
little to go on. 

Indicative of their new more minor 
position within the royal family, the 
Sussexes were seated on the other 
side of the aisle from William, Kate, 
Charles and Camilla. It did not appear 
they interacted much throughout the 
service, though that would have been 
difficult given the physical distance 
between them. 

Nor did Harry and Meghan join 
other royals and dignitaries at a 
Guildhall reception immediately 
after the service. Instead the couple 
were seen returning straight to Frog- 
more Cottage, their Windsor home. 

This was a service of deputies, 
Charles deputising for his mother, 
and the archbishop of York called 
upon to deliver the sermon in place 
of the archbishop of Canterbury, Jus- 
tin Welby, indisposed through Covid. 
The Duke of York, who had been due 
to attend, was also absent after test- 
ing positive for the virus. 


AThe Queen at Buckingham Palace 
on Thursday - but her appearance 
at big events is no longer guaranteed 


Shortly after the service, it was 
announced that the Queen would not 
goto the Derby today. Princess Anne 
is expected to attend in her place. 

Cottrell had earlier described 
his last-minute gig as “slightly 
terrifying”. In his sermon, hastily 
redrafted following the announce- 
ment that the Queen would miss the 
service, having suffered “some dis- 
comfort” during trooping the colour 
on Thursday, he praised her as an 
example of “staunch constancy anda 
steadfast consistency; a faithfulness 
to God, an obedience to a vocation 
that is a bedrock of her life”. 

Drawing on her well-documented 
love ofhorse-racing, he told the con- 
gregation that “her long reign reflects 


the distance of Aintree more than the 
sprints of Epsom. Certainly, less dres- 
sage than most people imagine. 

“Your Majesty, we’re sorry you're 
not with us this morning in person, 
but you are stillin the saddle. And we 
are all glad that there is still more to 
come. So, thank you for staying the 
course.” His words were greeted by 
smiles and nods from the royals. 

Other guests at the service 
included cabinet ministers, the 
Labour leader, Sir Keir Starmer, sev- 
eral former prime ministers, and the 
first ministers of Scotland and Wales. 
Key workers, charity volunteers and 
members of the armed forces were 
invited in recognition of their con- 
tribution to public life. 

One of the country’s largest bells, 
the Great Paul, was rung before the 
service and after for the first time on 
aroyal occasion. 

After the service, as the congre- 
gation filed down the steps of St 
Paul’s, they passed the spot mark- 
ing another queen’s absence from her 
own service. 

A 78-year-old Queen Victoria was 
too frail to attend the grand state ser- 
vice for her diamond jubilee inside 
the building in 1897 - so a short sec- 
ond service was conducted on the 
steps outside while she stayed sitting 
in her carriage. 


Boris Johnson 
PM booed by 
crowd outside 
service of 
thanksgiving 


Aubrey Allegretti 
Political correspondent 


Boris Johnson was greeted byachorus 
of boos as he arrived at the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee thanksgiving 
service yesterday morning. 

Stepping out of his car when it 
pulled up at St Paul’s Cathedral in 
London with his wife, Carrie, the 
prime minister was met with boos 
and whistles by some spectators. 

During an awkward 15-second 
walk up the stairs to where senior 
royals, dignitaries and politicians 
were marking the second day of 
celebrations to honour the Queen’s 
70-year reign, Johnson appeared 
unfazed as he smiled and nodded. 

A handful of people in the crowds 
behind him could be seen clapping 
and there were some cheers. 

When the Labour leader, Keir 
Starmer, arrived minutes later, the 
crowd remained quiet. 

Other senior politicians who 
attended the service, which the 
Queen missed after suffering discom- 
fort on Thursday evening, included 
the home secretary, Priti Patel, and 
foreign secretary, Liz Truss. Former 
prime ministers were also there to 
pay tribute to the Queen. 

During the service, Johnson gave 
a reading from Philippians 4 of the 
New Testament, which includes: 
“Whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure... 
think about such things.” 


Second-row Sussexes 


Harry and Meghan’s low-key return to the family fold 


return to Britain has, so far, been 
extremely low-key. 


family for the platinum jubilee 
celebrations, the couple were 
never going to be on the balcony 
for the official flypast after 
trooping the colour. They were, 
however, invited to watch the 
ceremony with other members 
of the royal family from offices 


But for the endeavours of 
long-lens photographers, who 
managed to capture through 
the window grainy shots of the 
couple briefly larking around 
with the young children of Zara 
and Mike Tindall, there was little 
evidence they were present. 


The Duke and Duchess of Sussex’s : 
: going to be the event for their first 
: public engagement with other 
Invited by the Queen to join the : 
: quit royal duties and the UK. It 

: could have had echoes of the last 

: time Harry and Meghan were seen 
: with William and Kate, when the 

: couples barely acknowledged each 
: other at the Commonwealth Day 

: service in March 2020. 


overlooking Horse Guards Parade. : 
: seating the Sussexes far away from 
: the Cambridges - and, indeed, from : 
: the Prince of Wales and Duchess 

: of Cornwall. Their place on the 

: second row, behind the Wessexes 

: and separated from the most senior 
: royals by an aisle, was indicative 

: of their reduced official status 


St Paul’s Cathedral was always 


royal family members since they 


But aides appeared to have 
averted any such comparison by 


: as non-working royals, despite 
: Harry’s bloodline. 


Neither did the couple attend a 


reception at the Guildhall after the 
: service of thanksgiving. 


Staying at Frogmore Cottage, 


: Windsor, their first marital home, 
: they are a stone’s throw from the 
: Queen at Windsor Castle. 


It is not known if the Queen 


: has yet met the couple’s youngest 
: child, her namesake Lilibet, since 
: Harry and Meghan flew to the 

: UK this week, bringing her and 


brother Archie. But Lilibet’s first 


: birthday today might be the perfect 
: opportunity for an introduction 

: to her great-grandmother. There 

: is some speculation Harry and 

: Meghan may have her christened 

: while at Windsor. Caroline Davies 
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A The PM was met by boos and 
whistles as he arrived at St Paul’s 


Afterwards, he was greeted by a 
small group of supporters, some of 
whom chanted: “Boris, Boris.” 

Johnson was heckled on the 
campaign trail in the run-up to the 
2019 election, but still won an 80-seat 
majority in the House of Commons. 
However, being booed by the crowd 
that gathered outside St Paul’s, made 
up of royalists who had camped fora 
front-row spot for hours, could bean 
ominous sign for the prime minister. 

A Labour source said: “I don’t 
know if a Tory PM has ever been 
booed by a crowd of dedicated roy- 
alists before, but it feels alot like he’s 
lost the dressing room.” 

Dozens of Tory MPs have ques- 
tioned his leadership or called on him 
to quit in the aftermath ofa damning 
report into Partygate, which found 
that parties in Downing Street some- 
times lasted until 4am, with vomiting 
and wine spilled up walls. 

More than 120 people were penal- 
ised by police over the gatherings and, 
while Johnson has apologised, he has 
continued to insist he thought he was 
attending work events and that it was 
important to keep staff’s morale high 
throughout the pandemic. 

Earlier, the head of the Grassroots 
Conservatives, which represents 
rank-and-file Tory members, called 
on Johnson to quit. 

Ed Costello told the Daily Tele- 
graph: “I’ve come to the conclusion 
that he probably should resign, and 
if he had any sense he would resign 
before he was pushed.” 
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Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
sat with Prince Charles, while Duke 
and Duchess of Sussex sat across the 
aisle PHOTOGRAPH: VICTORIA JONES/PA WIRE 
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The Princess 
Royal chats with 
the Duchess 
and Duke of 
Cambridge 
AARON CHOWN/PA 
Zara Prince 
Phillips, left, j Charles arrives 
granddaughter at St Paul’s. 
of the Queen, He was 
and Sophie j accompanied 
Winkleman at a / by Camilla, 
later reception y \ jx Duchess of 
at the Guildhall by ry 6(6&® ~~ Cornwall 
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Boris and 

Carrie Johnson 

sitting next to 

foreign secretary 

Liz Truss and 

home secretary 

Priti Patel 
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Former 


Labour prime Catherine, 
ministers Tony Duchess of 
Blair, left, and Cambridge, 
Gordon Brown enters St Paul’s 
chat with Cherie Cathedral for 
Blair as they the national 
arrive for the service of 
service thanksgiving 
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Understudies at 


St Paul's service 


rise to occasion 


he archbishop of 

Canterbury, Justin 

Welby, couldn’t 

attend the service 

of thanksgiving in 

St Paul’s Cathedral, 
having tested positive for Covida 
few days before - which was nota 
problem, since the centuries-long 
enmity with York was cultivated for 
this very purpose, so there would 
be a Stephen Cottrell in the wings, 
with a sermon ready to go. 

Then Prince Andrew also got 
Covid; it is unclear who could 
understudy his role but let’s hope 
nobody. By the morning of the 
event, the first platinum jubilee 
in the nation’s history, the Queen 
wasn’t feeling very well and would 
also be absent. By 2022 protocol, 
they should have got Prince Charles 
to speak on behalf of everybody, 
surrounded by their hats. Maybe 
holding a massive service of 
thanksgiving to someone who 
isn’t there, assured that they are 
watching from afar, is exactly what 
the Church of England, and indeed 
all churches, are all about. 

With 400 public servants - 
teachers, NHS and charity workers 
- already seated, David Dimbleby 
and Sophie Raworth did a game 
call-and-response buildup to 
which royals we should expect. It 
would be a bigger crowd than on 
Thursday, Raworth said, which was 
just “working royals”. 

This reign, the third longest in 
history, after Louis XIV and the 
recently departed King of Thailand, 
has spanned 14 prime minsters, 
four of whom - Major, Blair, Brown 
and Cameron - were chatting 
nicely, mindful that royal events 
are when we pretend we all get on. 
This mood lasted up to the arrival 
of Boris and Carrie Johnson, which 
the crowd greeted with noise, and 
alot of it. Were they booing or 
cheering? It would have been useful 


The Duke and Duchess of Sussex 
held hands on their way in and out 


to have some kind of commentator 
there, maybe one with his own very 
long pedigree. Dimbleby resolutely 
didn’t mention it, which was weird, 
because he mentioned everything. 
If he told us what the bishops were 
wearing once (robes from the silver 
jubilee of George V, in 1935), he 
must have told us 1,000 times. 

Harry and Meghan were the only 
royal arrivals with any suspense 
attached - principally, would they 
look happy? And would other 
people seem happy to see them? 
They held hands, they got a huge 
cheer, they smiled away like good 
’uns and their welcome looked 
authentic, though we will need 
verification from the lip-readers. 

It would have taken a heart of 
stone not to feel some empathy 
for William, Kate, Charles and 
Camilla walking down the aisle to 
John Ritter, a piece so powerfully 
devotional that anyone would feel 
unequal to it. This is their whole 
lives, walking unnaturally slowly 
over ancient mosaics, trying not 
to let their too-human, sweat- 
licked brows juxtapose too harshly 
against the beauty of creation. You 
wouldn’t wish it ona corgi. 

The prime minister read an 
appositely inane verse from 
Philippians, crescendoing to: “The 
Lord is near. Do not worry about 
anything.” Cottrell’s sermon tickled 
a horse-racing metaphor nearly to 
death, observing that “your reign 
represents the distance of Aintree 
rather than the sprint of Epsom... 
Thank you for staying the course, 
thank you for showing us how 
service and faithfulness matter.” 
“Please stop,” begged the horse, 
“?’m actually not ticklish” 

The dead zones between each 
arrival were filled with interviews, 
on site and in the studio, decent 
people trying their utmost to say 
something meaningful, original 
and personal about the monarch, 
the monarchy and the occasion. 
The impossibility of that was 
outweighed, for the most part, 
by their sheer niceness - the poet 
laureate, Simon Armitage, master 
of the Queen’s music, Judith 
Weir, and retired archbishop John 
Sentamu, all dredging their brains 
for anon-platitude. Ishmael, the 
11-year-old choirboy, said it best: 
asked how he felt, he replied with 
feeling: “It’s been very stressful.” 

A huge number of people, 
bringing great stress upon 
themselves, then trying with all 
their valour not to show it - that’s 
pomp for you. 


Union flags and early 


starts for keen crowd 


onna Wright and her 

daughters Dolly, 10, 

and Leila, eight, had 

originally set their 

alarms for 4am to 

try to get the best 
spot to see the Queen after the 
thanksgiving service at St Paul’s 
Cathedral yesterday. 

After it was announced on 
Thursday that the Queen would 
not be attending, they were at least 
“able to have a little bit of a lie in 
before coming down”. 

Wright said: “My daughters are 
such huge fans of the royal family, 
the last royal event we properly 
celebrated was Meghan and Harry’s 
wedding, so we were really looking 
forward to seeing the Queen. 
They’re a bit sad that she wasn’t 
able to come today.” 

But the Queen’s discomfort, 
which led to her missing the 
service, did not deter the crowds 
of flag-waving royal fans. Wright 
and her daughters, who travelled 
from Yorkshire, were among the 
thousands of people who gathered 
along Cheapside hoping to see 
other royals pass by after the 
service. 

“The atmosphere here has 


just been so amazing, everyone 
has been really friendly. It’s just 
been so lovely,” Wright said. “We 
enjoyed yesterday, but I think today 
will be the highlight. The goal is to 
try to get a wave from a member 
of the royal family as they pass by 
here later.” 

Christine Garnett, a homemaker 
in her early 60s, does not leave 
the Lake District often but she 
travelled to London especially for 
the jubilee, wearing a union jack 
hat she made herself, having been 


Members of the Life Guards, a 
regiment of the Household Cavalry, 
add colour at St Paul’s Cathedral 
PHOTOGRAPH: HENRY NICHOLLS/AFP/GETTY 
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inspired by a design she saw on The 


Great British Sewing Bee. 

“She’s tried to come down 
to London for all the big royal 
events and was even here for the 
silver jubilee in the 70s as well,” 
said her daughter, Anna. “She 
was a bit nervous coming here 
because of the crowds, but we’re 
here to see the royal family’s cars 
after the service and I think it will 
be worth it.” 

Anna Garnett, 36, amuseum 
curator, said that although she 
and her mother had visited 
Buckingham Palace on Thursday 
for trooping the colour, they 
preferred being at Cheapside. 

“We went to the palace and 
that was very busy and buzzing. 
But today, actually, is much 
nicer,” Garnett said. “There’s a 
lot more space and it’s much less 
claustrophobic. We live in a quieter 
place and so this can all bea bit 
overwhelming, but everyone has 
been so lovely and it has really 
been worth it.” 


family at St Paul’s Cathedral yesterday puorocrapn: JEFF J MITCHELL/GETTY 
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Beverly and Noel Chung, second 
generation from the Caribbean, 
with their grandchildren at St Paul’s 


PHOTOGRAPH: ANTONIO OLMOS/THE OBSERVER 


Flag-waving 
royal fans 
greet the car 
carrying Sophie, 
Countess of 
Wessex, as she 
heads for an 
official reception 
at Guildhall 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
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Although there was an 
abundance of union jack 
accessories near St Paul’s, including 
flags, T-shirts and commemorative 
tote bags, Christine’s hat proved a 
showstopper. 

“We’ve been walking around 
and my mother keeps getting 
stopped by passersby asking about 
her amazing hat,” Garnett said. 
“My mother has brought down tea 
towels with the Queen’s face to 
wave around and has made us all 
union jack-coloured pom-poms, so 
we're all set, we’re all kitted out.” 

Jackie and Edmund Tickner, 
from Hertfordshire, spent the 
diamond jubilee in 2012 on one of 
the boats as part of the pageant on 
the Thames. But what stood out to 
them this year, compared with the 
last jubilee, was the diversity of the 
people attending. 

“It’s interesting to see the 
young families as well as the older 
people, you have the more staunch 
royalists but also the younger 
people participating,” said Jackie. 

“It’s good to see so many 
international and foreign visitors 
here,” her husband added. “Lots of 
families have come over, and after 
coronavirus it seems that London 
has come a bit back to life.” 

Although Jackie would not 
consider herself a “big royalist”, 
they attended as she believes this 
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A spectator finds himself a top 
spot to get an uncluttered view 


may be one of the last opportunities 
to celebrate the Queen’s reign. 
“In a pessimistic sort of way ... Ido 
think her time is limited andI do 
think she has to be realistic, which 
is why she isn’t here today,” she 
said. “We’re quite local, being in 
Hertfordshire, so it’s a nice thing to 
do to come down and celebrate.” 
Amid the cheering crowds there 
were some boos for the prime 
minister and his wife as they 
attended the service. “We’re really 
not that surprised,” said Andie 
Litmus, a retail worker in her 20s. 
“After all the stuff about the parties 
during lockdown, I think booing is 
probably quite a tame reaction.” 


Duchess of Cambridge 


Invasion of 


the flying 


Saucers 


The fashion item that will be 
remembered from the Queen’s 
platinum jubilee is one that could, 
in theory, be seen in space - the 
flying saucer hat. 

Younger members of the royal 
family, politicians and other guests 
were all spotted wearing this 
saucer style - one that sits jauntily 
at an angle on the head. 

The Duchess of Sussex, in her 
first public appearance with the 
royal family in two years, wore a 
white one, while the Duchess of 
Cambridge matched her primrose 
yellow dress with a yellow saucer 
hat with flower detail. Even the 
Duchess of Cornwall and Princess 
Anne were in on the trend. 

And this wasn’t a hat style 
exclusively worn by the royals. 

Liz Truss and Theresa May wore 
saucers, while Carrie Johnson 

- booed as she arrived with the 
prime minister - wore an oversized 
white saucer with red trimming. 

Meghan and Kate had also worn 
large saucer hats for the trooping 
the colour ceremony on Thursday 
morning (Meghan’s Stephen Jones 
design has already sold out). 

The adoption of the flying saucer 
hat could be seen as a part of a 
shake-up of royal style, moving on 


= 


Countess of Wessex 


Theresa May 


from the boxy headwear beloved 
by the Queen and the neat pillboxes 
previously often worn by other 
royals. This was more modern, 
more graphic, more reminiscent of 
Lady Gaga and Grace Jones. 

The design - also known asa 
“cartwheel” hat - actually dates 
back to the early 20th century. It 
has starred on the cover of Vogue, 
been worn by Vivien Leigh as 
Scarlett O’Hara in Gone With the 
Wind, and was part of Christian 
Dior’s New Look in the 50s. 

The appearance of Meghan in 
the UK after an absence of two 
years meant all eyes were on her. 
Clad in white, she was wearing a 
Dior couture coat dress, matched 
with hat and shoes. Did the white 
mean she was coming in peace? 
Well, she clearly has a liking for the 
colour, having worn a white trench 
coat dress for the announcement of 
her engagement to Prince Harry in 
2017, and a £3,200 Valentino white 
trouser suit when she attended the 
Invictus Games in April. 

White, as part of the suffragette 
flag, has been seen as a feminist 
colour - an association that Hillary 
Clinton referenced with her white 
suit during the 2016 US election 
campaign. Lauren Cochrane 


The Queen in 1954 
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Out come the bunting 


and trestle tables as 


Britons embrace the 


| hen I woke up 
this morning, 
I thought ‘Oh 
my God, is 
anyone going 
to come?’” 
said Annie Hobart, talking about 
the hastily planned jubilee street 
party that she and her neighbour 
Aysha Rahman organised just three 
weeks ago. 

“We weren’t sure how it was 
going to happen, but it’s come 
together nicely,” said Rahman. The 
pair were thrilled to see so many 
faces at their party in Moseley, 
south Birmingham. “It’s really nice 
to see so many people here,” said 
Hobart. 

The street party was one of 
16,000 expected to be held over the 
jubilee bank holiday weekend, with 
some councils reporting record 
applications for road closures. 
While most are scheduled to 
take place today and tomorrow, a 
number were kicking off earlier. 

On Ashbourne Road in 
Wolverhampton on Thursday, 
Emma Smith stood outside her 
house proudly admiring the street 
bustling with children under rows 
of union flag bunting. 

The hairdresser similarly 
decided to organise the street party 
afew weeks ago on a whim after 


street party tradition 


seeing television coverage of the 
forthcoming jubilee celebrations, 
as she felt people living on the 
street could do witha boost after a 
tough few years. 

“Obviously we’ve had Covid, and 
our street has had a bad reputation 
as well,” she said, referring toa 
shooting on the street three years 
ago in which a young boy was 
injured. “I just thought we needed 
something which says this is 
what we’re all about, community. 
And the kids are loving it, they’re 
absolutely loving it.” 

Smith said she had been out 
at 8am tgetting the street ready, 
cleaning up broken glass and 
sending her son-in-law up a ladder 
to hang bunting from the street 
lights. 

With the help of her neighbours 
Yvonne Aston and Elaine Johnson, 
the street was filled with activity, 
including a bouncy castle and 
a penalty shootout for the kids, 
and tables of food - sausage rolls, 
sandwiches and chocolate biscuits. 

All three have lived on the street 
for decades but have never seen 
a street party happen before. “I 
was a bit nervous to be honest, I 
wasn’t quite sure what to do, what 
food to make,” said Smith. “But we 
love the Queen, and wanted to do 
something for her.” 

In the afternoon, the party was 
joined by Martin Levermore from 
the West Midlands Lieutenancy asa 
representative of the Queen. 


Bell Murdock and friends attend 
a platinum jubilee tea dance at 
Belfast City Hall, Northern Ireland 
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A young 
resident joins 
the festivities at 
astreet party on 
Donegall Pass, 
south Belfast 


About 250 residents of the village 
: of Toft, near Cambridge, come 
: together for a platinum jubilee tea 
i PHOTOGRAPH: GEOFF ROBINSON 


“We’ll probably never see a 
platinum jubilee again, so it’s 
excellent to see people being part of 
ahistoric celebration,” Levermore 
said. 

“T think we’re all going through 
very different times, with energy 
prices going up, fuel prices, food 
prices. And I think just seeing this 
and the bonding, it actually brings 
communities closer and closer 
together, which is important.” 

Shaid Malik, who also helped 
get the Moseley party off the 
ground, said: “We were totally 
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unprofessional about it, but that’s 
the best part, we’ve just come 
together on the day. Iimprovised 
and used the wheelie bins to close 
off the road. We only got hold of all 
the tables and chairs at the eleventh 
hour. 

“But it’s about the people more 
than anything else.” 

The neighbours also felt it was 
important for the children of the 
street to have the experience of 
celebrating the monarch on sucha 
historic occasion. 

“We do love the Queen, and it’s 


People enjoy 
the jubilee 
spirit at a street 
party in the 
seaside town of 
Swanage, Dorset 
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FINNBARR WEBSTER/ 
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A street 
party witha 
vintage vibe 
W@} in Elizabeth 

Y Avenue, 
Christchurch, 
Dorset 
PHOTOGRAPH: BNPS 


nice to come out and celebrate 
everything she has done for the 
country,” said Rahman. “We’ve 
been really fortunate to be reigned 
by such an amazing queen, with all 
the trials and tribulations she’s had, 
and how she’s kept it together.” 

None of the neighbours said they 
had seen the street come together 
like this before, but expressed hope 
that yesterday’s event could mark 
the start of a new tradition. 

“This is just a trial, let’s see how 
it goes,” said Hobart. “It would be 
really nice to do more.” 


Something for everyone 
as Stars raise the roof 


In 2016, the Queen was canvassed 
for her favourite music to mark her 
goth birthday, and her selections 
felt like those of a regular British 
nonagenarian: show tunes from 
Oklahoma! and Fred Astaire’s Cheek 
to Cheek, plus hymns and military 
marches. 

These cheerfully middlebrow 
tastes are well catered toby the lineup 
at this evening’s Platinum Party at 
the Palace, a three-hour live music 
spectacular held on stages in front of 
Buckingham Palace and screened on 
BBC One from 7.30pm, following the 
afternoon’s jubilee pageant through 
Whitehall and the Mall. 

Prince Charles and Prince William 
will speak at the event. The world’s 
two biggest names in musical the- 
atre, Andrew Lloyd Webber and 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, will feature, as 
will casts from The Phantom of the 
Opera, Hamilton, Six, The Lion King 
and Joseph and the Amazing Tech- 
nicolor Dreamcoat. Also appearing 
will be the tenor Andrea Bocelli, the 
Royal Ballet and the Oscar-winning 
actor and singer Julie Andrews, 86. 

The Queen might be rather less 
familiar with some of the acts in 
a section entitled 70 Years of Pop 
Music: the show’s producers bring 
this right up to date with a whole raft 
of pop-dance names such as Mabel 
and Jax Jones. The appearance of 
the formidably talented British rap- 
per Stefflon Don raises the prospect 
of someone explaining twerking toa 
baffled but hopefully impressed head 
of state. You could, though, imagine 
her asking a footman (or Alexa) to 
add Celeste to the royal playlist: the 
young British soul singer has a time- 
lessly powerful voice. 

Despite a gleefully indiscreet pas- 
sage in Elton John’s memoir in which 
he describes seeing the Queen puck- 
ishly take a viscount to task - “Don’t 
- SLAP - argue - SLAP - with - SLAP - 
me -SLAP-I-SLAP-am-SLAP- THE 
QUEEN!” - the rocket man has been 
invited back and has pre-recorded 
a special performance. His spiritual 
successor, the Eurovision nearly- 
winner Sam Ryder, will sing live. 
Ryder’s voice, a blast of pure talent 
and good nature, is the classic stuff 
of Royal Variety performances, as is 
the wholegrain, vitamin-enriched 


Simon Le Bon and Duran Duran 
will take to the stage at the palace 


George Ezraand the uplifting, heart- 
felt Alicia Keys and Elbow. 

Duran Duran willseem naughty in 
comparison but age has given their 
horny 80s capers acertain statesman- 
like air, just as it has Rod Stewart, also 
performing here. The running order 
isn’t yet announced but a nice touch 
would be Duran Duran bridged to 
the night’s final act, Diana Ross, by 
another strong royal booking: Nile 
Rodgers, who gave both artists career 
boosts with his disco guitar lines. 

Around the music will be sec- 
tions celebrating British and 
Commonwealth successes in sport, 
the environment and fashion, with 
Davids Attenborough and Beckham 
cropping up alongside Emma Radu- 
canu and Ellie Simmonds. Perhaps 
the night’s biggest moment, though, 
could be its first. 

Queen, with longtime frontman 
Adam Lambert, might be a nomina- 
tive-determinist booking, but they 
are still the group who most strongly 
evoke the pomp and pageantry ofthe 
royals. 

Once, theirs was an aesthetic 
touched with irony - remember Fred- 
die Mercury wearing a crown and 
ermine robes for their 1986 Wembley 
gigs? Now it feels part of the estab- 
lishment, particularly after Brian May 
played God Save the Queen from the 
roof of Buckingham Palace for the 
golden jubilee 20 years ago. 

May has hinted at outdoing that 
moment - “After Buckingham Pal- 
ace roof where can you go? Well... 
you will see!” - and it will surely fall 
to the virtuoso guitarist to play the 
national anthem. . 


Veteran star 
Diana Ross will 
be the final act 
at tonight’s 
three-hour 
Platinum Party, 
to be screened 
on BBC One 
from 7.30pm 
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Thanksgiving service 
Military guards faint 
in warm weather 


Five members of the military 
collapsed while they waited for 
the royal family to arrive at the 
service for the Queen’s jubilee at 
St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Personnel from the Royal Air 
Force, Royal Marines, Household 
Cavalry and Coldstream Guards 
collapsed while in position, the 
Ministry of Defence confirmed. 

The member of the Royal 
Air Force fell flat on his back 
on the steps, before regaining 
consciousness. Another man, who 
was standing close to the Great 
West Door, stumbled on the top 
steps before regaining his balance. 

It was a warm day in central 
London, with temperatures 
hovering at about 20C (68F) at 
the start of the service at 11am. 
PA Media 


Horse racing 
Queen's runner pulled 
from Derby day card 


The Queen’s hopes of winning on 
Epsom Derby day were dashed after 
her only runner was withdrawn 
from one of today’s races. 

Just Fine had been entered in 
the penultimate race, the World 
Pool Northern Dancer Handicap, 
staged over the full Derby course 
and distance of one mile and four 
furlongs. However, the four-year- 
old gelding trained by Michael 
Stoute was removed at Thursday’s 
48-hour declaration stage. 

The Queen’s horses have won 
four out of the five Classics - the 
1,000 Guineas and 2,000 Guineas, 
the Oaks and the St Leger - with 
only the Derby having eluded her. 

The Queen will not attend the 
Epsom meeting but is expected to 
watch the race at Windsor Castle, 
Buckingham Palace said. PA Media 


Weather 
Yellow warning leaves 
cloud over festivities 


Thunderstorms threatened 

to dampen platinum jubilee 
festivities overnight, with the Met 
Office issuing a weather warning 
for southern England. Forecasters 
predicted heavy rain and lightning 
in some places and a yellow 
warning was put in place from 
midnight until 10am today. 

The Met Office said there 
was a small chance homes and 
businesses could hit quickly, with 
damage to some buildings from 
floodwater, lightning strikes, hail 
or strong winds. The area covered 
by the warning stretched from 
Dover to Penzance and as far north 
as Bath and south London. 

It was initially thought that 
thunderstorms could strike this 
evening, during the BBC’s Platinum 
Party at the Palace. PA Media 
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Audience for 
celebrations 
down on past 
royal events 


Television viewing figures for the 
first day of the Queen’s jubilee were 
substantially down on previous royal 
events, but millions still tuned in. 

A peak audience of 7.5 million peo- 
ple watched the BBC’s broadcast of 
trooping the colour on Thursday, asit 
kicked offalong weekend of coverage 
to celebrate 70 years of the Queen’s 
reign. Later that evening, the BBC’s 
broadcast of the lighting of beacons 


attracted a peak 5 million viewers, 
according to figures produced by 
ratings agency Barb. 

By comparison the audience 
for Prince Philip’s funeral last year 
peaked at more than 13 million peo- 
ple, while the weddings of princes 
William and Harry hit 26 million and 
18 million respectively. 

The relatively muted figures sug- 
gest the public took advantage ofthe 
extra bank holiday and good weather 
to head outside. 

While trooping the colour was 
still the most watched programme 


on terrestrial television, ITV’s Coro- 
nation Street and Britain’s Got Talent 
were not far behind with almost 
4 million viewers each. 

The BBC has sometimes struggled 
with the tone of its royal coverage, 
having come under criticism dur- 
ing the diamond jubilee in 2012 for 
trying to use younger presenters to 
attract a wider audience. Last year, 
it received a record number of com- 
plaints from members of the public 
who felt it went overboard with cov- 
erage of Philip’s death. 

Kirsty Young returned to television 


to anchor the BBC’s platinum jubilee 
coverage after four years off air after 
a diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis 
with secondary fibromyalgia. 

More than 20 million people 
watched the Queen’s coronation in 
1953, overtaking radio listeners for 
the first time in television history. 

ABBC spokesperson said: “We are 
proud to be bringing audiences cover- 
age of these once ina lifetime events 
to mark the platinum jubilee with a 
range of special programming on the 
BBC across the extended bank holi- 
day weekend.” 
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Corgi cakes 
and street 
party food 
bring boost 
to retailers 


Corgi-shaped cakes, trifle bowls and 
posh souvenir mugs are among the 
platinum jubilee-themed products 
that have hit the spot for shop- 
pers amid a high street battle for 
the £400m of extra sales riding on 
the festivities. 

Corgi merchandise was one of the 
big retail trends to emerge, with the 
small dogs emblazoned on every- 
thing from biscuits to mugs, T-shirts 
and cushions. Marks & Spencer 
scored a hit with its Queen Connie 
and Corgi caterpillar cake duo, which 
sold out in many stores. 

It is estimated that 39 million 
adults are celebrating the jubilee, 
with 4.1 million families planning 
to attend a street party. They will 
have spent about £45m on jubilee 
cakes and sweets to share, accord- 
ing to the Centre for Retail Research 
(CRR), which predicts the overall 
spending boost will be £408m - part 
ofa wider economic lift that could be 
as muchas £6bn. 

The household specialist Lake- 
land said its £35 vintage-look trifle 
bowls sold out as soon as a lemon 
and swiss roll amaretti version of the 
classic dessert was declared as the 


official pudding. The retail market- 
place OnBuy said union flag bunting, 
party hats and banners were among 
the products that had sold out. 

The CRR predicts the souvenir and 
memorabilia trade will have been 
worth about £282m, with 6m mugs 
and 10m flags among the mountain 
of T-shirts, cushions, stationery and 
knick-knacks sold. 

The pottery brand Emma Bridge- 
water said most ofits platinum jubilee 
range, which includes Queen Bee 
mugs and personalised teapots, sold 
out in advance, with the company 
producing more to meet demand. 

Waitrose said it had seen a huge 
increase in party food orders for cake, 
sausage rolls, sandwiches and salad. 
Inasign of enthusiasm for the jubilee, 
customers were also buying exclusive 
products suchas a £40 bottle of Buck- 
ingham Palace gin anda £46 bottle of 
Moét Rosé champagne. 

Another big winner has been 
English sparkling wine. Sales at 
Majestic Wine were up nearly 60% 
on last year, with wines made by the 
West Sussex winemaker Nyetimber 
selling well. One in 10 people would 
share a toast with English fizz, it said, 
with more than 2.6m bottles expected 
to be opened. 

But royal celebrations bring out 
the best and worse in retail market- 
ers. The owner of the cult anonymous 
retail Twitter feed @WHS_carpet, 
which ran a thread on the best and 
worst jubilee merchandise, said that 
on the whole the ranges had been 
“quite sweet and well-intentioned”. 

Products suchas Heinz’s HM Sauce 
and Salad Queen, for example, had 
raised asmile in supermarket aisles. 
“A lot of the food products have been 
quite decent, but a few are pretty 
lazy and opportunistic,” they said. 
“Simply applying the word jubilee or 
platinum to something or using cor- 
onation chicken is slack.” 


= 
Buckingham Palace guardsmen, corgis, queens and Mr Beans were among 
souvenirs for sale in a tourist shop in Windsor pHotoGRaPH: TOM NICHOLSON/REUTERS 
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Violin used to play 
Over the Rainbow 
expected to become 
the most expensive 
instrument ever sold 


Wealth correspondent 


A Stradivarius violin “of outstanding 
power and beauty” used to play Over 
the Rainbow in The Wizard of Oz is 
next week expected to break records 
when it is put up for auction. 

The 308-year-old violin, previ- 
ously owned by Toscha Seidel, one 
of the greatest violinists of the 20th 
century, was created during Antonio 
Stradivari’s celebrated “golden 
period” and is expected to sell for 
more than $20m (£15.9m) when it is 
sold at the specialist auction house 
Tarisio on 9 June - making it the most 
valuable violin ever sold at auction. 

The violin, called “da Vinci, 
ex-Seidel”, is expected to achieve 
the huge price because of its unique 
provenance. As well as being one of 
Stradivari’s best - and still playable 
- violins, it was used by Seidel to 
record the scores to several early Hol- 
lywood movies including Intermezzo 
(in which a famed violinist (Leslie 
Howard) falls in love with his accom- 
panist (Ingrid Bergman), Melody for 
Three and the 1939 musical classic 
The Wizard of Oz. 

As well as using the violin to per- 
form solos and with orchestras in 
some of the world’s most famous 
concert halls, Seidel also taught 
others to play. One of his pupils 
was Albert Einstein, who in return 
for the lessons gave Seidel a sketch 
depicting the phenomenon of 
length contraction from his theory 
of relativity. 

The pair went on to perform a Bach 
double concerto at a fundraiser to 
benefit German Jewish scientists 
imperilled by the Nazis. 

When Seidel bought the violin for 
$25,000 in 1924, it made front page 
news in the New York Times. 

At the time Seidel, a Russian immi- 
grant from Odesa, now in Ukraine, 
said he would not trade the violin “for 
a million dollars” as it was his most 
treasured possession. 

“The tone is of outstanding power 
and beauty,” he said. 

The violinist and writer Adam 
Baer, himselfa student of Seidel, has 
said that everyone is likely to have 
been affected by Seidel and the “da 
Vinci, ex-Seidel” violin, even if they 
have never heard of him. 

“That we largely associate love 
scenes or depictions of the less for- 
tunate in films - orany scene evoking 
tears or strong emotions - with the 
sound of the violin is largely due to 
Seidel,” he wrote in an article in the 
American Scholar magazine. 

“And that is precisely what makes 
the ‘da Vinci, ex-Seidel’ Stradivari 


WE Th AS 
The Stradivarius 
can still be (a 


so significant,” Price said. “Whether 


we knowit or not, we have heard this 
voice before and its memory recalls 
all the emotions, the tears and the 
romance of the great silver screen.” 

Jason Price, the founder of 
Tarisio, which specialises in selling 
violins and bows, said the “da Vinci, 
ex-Seidel” was extra special because 
“it ticks all the boxes - it’s a perfect 
and rare instrument, it’s something 
that has been played in things we 
know and love like The Wizard of Oz”. 

The opening bid in the online 
auction will be $8m. 

In the run-up to the auction, the 
violin has been ona world tour, with 
private viewings arranged for poten- 
tial buyers in London, Berlin, Beijing, 
Shanghai, Hong Kong and New York. 

Price said that “unfortunately no 
musician in the world will be able 
to afford to buy the violin”, but that 
doesn’t mean they will not end up 
playing it. 

“Syndicates and trusts have 
formed to buy violins, and loan them 
to musicians to play,” he said, describ- 
ingit asa collaboration similar to that 
of “racehorse, jockey and owner”. 

Among those who may bid is the 
UK’s Stradivari Trust, which was set 
up in 1985 by the Cambridge entre- 
preneur and philanthropist, Nigel 


Toscha Seidel’s film work linked 
the violin to scenes of strong emotion 
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Albert Einstein was a pupil of 
Toscha Seidel, second left, and 


played with him in a string quartet 
PHOTOGRAPH: LEO BAECK INSTITUTE 


Brown, to help to fund the acquisi- 
tion of a violin for the young Nigel 
Kennedy. There are also several US 
foundations, as well as similar initi- 
atives in Norway, Japan and Taiwan. 

“They’re buying them to make 
them available for people who should 
be playing them,” Price said. “This 
is not a good market to try and get 
rich quick in.” He added that vio- 
lin prices have remaining stable for 
many years. 

The violin, which has been named 


The priciest instruments 


The 1719 “Macdonald” 
Stradivarius viola was meant 

to become the most expensive 
musical instrument ever sold when 
it was put up for auction witha 
$45m price tag by Sotheby’s in 
2014. However, it failed to attract 
any bid above the starting price and 
was left unsold. 

Only 10 violas made by Antonio 
Stradivari survive, of which the 
Macdonald is said to be by far the 
finest. The instrument had been 
bought 50 years earlier for the 
violist Peter Schidlof, the co- 
founder of the Amadeus Quartet, 
who died in 1987, and was put 
up for sale by his family. It is not 
known whether they subsequently 
sold the Macdonald privately. 


The record price for a violin 

sold at auction was set by the 
“Lady Blunt”, a 1721 Stradivarius 
once owned by Lord Byron’s 
granddaughter, Lady Anne Blunt. It 
was sold for £9.8m in a 2011 auction 
by a Japanese music foundation 

to raise money for victims of the 
Tohoku tsunami disaster. 


The piano on which John Lennon 
wrote and recorded his 1971 song 
Imagine was bought by George 
Michael at auction for £1.45m in 
2000. He later toured the piano 
“as a symbol of peace” and used 
it during the recording of the title 
track for his album Patience. 


The electric guitar played by Bob 
Dylan at the 1965 Newport Folk 
Festival was sold for $965,000 in 
2013. The Fender Stratocaster had 
been in the possession of a New 
Jersey family for 48 years after 
Dylan left it on a private plane. 
The festival is often cited as the 
performance where Dylan “went 
electric”. Rupert Neate 


“da Vinci” since the 1920s in a mar- 
keting drive to associate it with the 
Italian artist Leonardo da Vinci, 
was last sold in London in 1974 
for £34,000. It is currently owned 
by Tokuji Munetsugu, a Japanese 
multimillionaire who owns the Coco 
Ichibanyarestaurant chain and hasa 
vast collection of rare string instru- 
ments, which he loans out via the 
Munetsugu Angel Violin Competi- 
tion. Munetsugu, 73, has not said why 
he is selling the Stradivarius. 

The record price fora violin sold at 
auction was set by the “Lady Blunt”, 
a Stradivarius once owned by the 
granddaughter of Lord Byron. It was 
sold for £9.8m in 2011. 


Over the 
Rainbow, 
_ performed by 
Judy Garland in 
The Wizard of 
Oz, became one 
of cinema’s most 
influential songs 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
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Academics plead for 
hip-hop poetry and 
magic to make 
research engaging 


Education editor 


Hip-hop poetry, magic and circus acts 
should be embraced by academics to 
make their work more effective and to 
spread their findings among a wider 
audience, according to a group of 
researchers calling for a “rebellion” 
against traditional forms of output. 

The group, which includes aca- 
demics from the UK, Europe and 
Australia, is publishing a book that 
sets out howresearchers can “rise up 
and rebel” against the conventions of 
higher education that make academic 
conferences and articles in scholarly 
journals the main ways of dissemi- 
nating research. 

The casestudies inthe book - Doing 
Rebellious Research, to be published 
on Monday - include a University of 
Cambridge researcher who created 
podcasts to collect material on how 
students were affected by Covid 
and released a music album of the 
results on Spotify. Slam poetry recit- 
als were also used by researchers to 
discuss young people’s experiences 
of social injustice, and high-wire cir- 
cus acts used to explore risk taking 
and collaboration. 

Prof Pamela Burnard, one of the 
co-editors of the book, said there was 
an urgent need for academics’ com- 
munication to “[be] clearer, be more 
engaging, more fascinating and more 


“Research drabbling” is 
a technique used by Draw 
(Departing Radically in Academic 
Writing) in Australia, where 
postgraduate students summarise 
their thesis in 100 words of 
stream-of-consciousness. 
Students say it helps them focus. 


Helen Johnson, a psychologist 
at the University of Brighton’s 
Centre for Arts and Wellbeing, 
uses slam poetry to help 
marginalised young people talk 
about their experiences. 


Cambridge’s Academy of Magic 
and Science is supported by the 
International Federation of Magic 
Societies. It aims to “innovate 
science outreach” by using magic 
as the springboard for learning 
subjects from chemistry and 
electronics to physiology. 


Finland’s Halla Steam program 
offers a “performative recasting 
of history, science, art, language 
and education” to introduce 
students to academics. 

Richard Adams 


impactful”, or risk being drowned out 
in the cacophony of modern media. 

“lve got colleagues who don’t 
come to research seminars because 
they just want to sit in their silo in 
research and just do what they’ve 
always done, they haven’t had to 
get out in the real world solving real- 
world problems,” Burnard said. 

“Tt’s actually more than just reach- 
ing a wider group and selling more 
copies. It’s about putting forward 
new knowledge and new ways of 
knowing and doing that relate tonew 
solutions to societal problems. Why 
can’t academics speak to people who 
haven’t got a degree?” 

Burnard points to one of the book’s 
case studies, the rap artist and edu- 
cator Breis, who runs workshops on 
creating verse and improving liter- 
acy skills through hip-hop. 

“Through the art ofrap and move- 
ment, I was able to engage with 
hard-to-reach students. I got stu- 
dents creating raps around different 
topics and subjects,” Breis writes, 
leading to students creating antholo- 
gies, music videos and performances 
that were a “huge success” with chil- 
dren and their teachers and parents. 

The book’s other examples include 
the Academy of Magic and Science 
created by staff at the University 
of Cambridge and Judge Business 
School, whose magic shows intro- 
duce audiences to connections 
between diverse subjects such as 
engineering and psychology. 

Similarly, Stockholm University of 
the Arts uses its Department of Circus 
totest human ability and self-control, 
toundertake studies in issues suchas 
teamwork and collaboration in high- 
risk environments. 

Simone Eringfeld said she sought 
out non-traditional methods for her 
research asa better way of presenting 
those who took part, as she gathered 
evidence from students about their 
experiences of higher education dur- 
ing the Covid pandemic. 

Eringfeld created a podcast that 
attracted listeners and guests, and 
then used their data and testimony 
in poetry that she put to music and 
released as an album on Spotify, cul- 
minating in a tour to 19 universities. 
“T wanted to reach audiences within 
and beyond academia. And by pod- 
casting and with the music album I 
produced, I was able to reach people 
who otherwise would not be read- 
ing journal articles,” Eringfeld said. 

“Tracks from the music album, for 
instance, were played on the BBC and 
places like that, and I suddenly have 
a lot of people showing interest in 
this work. They’re just not reading 
thejournalarticles. It’savery limited 
way of putting out research results 
because it’s only read by fellow aca- 
demics. And this project was meant 
for a much bigger audience.” 


Hillary 
Clinton faced 
sexism all the 
time in 2016, 
says aide 


When Hillary Clinton ran for the US 
presidency in 2016, she received sex- 
ist comments “on a constant basis”, 
and her team had “no idea” how 
to deal with them, her former aide 
Huma Abedin has said. 

Abedin, who worked closely with 
Clinton on her campaign, said the for- 
mer secretary of state was deluged 
with sexist remarks as well asinstruc- 
tions to emulate male politicians. 

Abedin said these started when 
Clinton sought the Democratic nom- 
ination in 2008 and again when she 
ran for president in 2016 - and “noth- 
ing changed over that period”, which 
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took place before the #MeToo move- 
ment highlighted sexual harassment. 

Speaking at the Hay festival to 
promote her recent memoir, Both/ 
And, Abedin said that Clinton and her 
team would feel obliged to laugh off 
offensive remarks from right-wing 
commentators such as newsreader 
Tucker Carlson, who said: “When 
Hillary Clinton shows up on TV Iinad- 
vertently cross my legs”. 

Other frequent gendered criti- 
cisms included that her voice was 
too loud or annoying; commentary 
on her choice of dress, and advice 
that she lookat a picture of her grand- 
daughter when speaking to prevent 
her “looking so angry”. Abedin told 
the audience: “Who says that to Boris 
Johnson or Barack Obama? Nobody 
ever says that!” 

Abedin recalled that one Holly- 
wood director offered media training 
to Clinton. “I said, ‘Can you give me 
an example of who she should emu- 
late, who’s her model? Give me an 
idea ofa woman, Hesaid ‘Yeah, yeah, 
her husband’. Anybody else? ‘Presi- 
dent Obama’.” 

However, she acknowledged that 
Clinton also hadn’t suited the “per- 
sonality-driven” nature of US politics, 
which favoured Donald Trump for 
being a “charismatic shock and awe 
communicator”; Barack Obama, who 


Huma Abedin says she and Hillary 
Clinton had mutual experiences of 
living through a sex scandal 
PHOTOGRAPH: CHRISTOPHER SMITH/INVISION/AP 


would make people “think anything’s 
possible, it’s going to rain honey and 
ice cream”, and Bill Clinton, who 
“connected with every single per- 
son in the room” whenever he gave 
a speech. While the latter two were 
“amazing orators, communicators 
of their generations”, “Hillary’s the 
first person to say that was not her 
strength - she’s a policy wonk and 
she gets stuff done”, she said. 

Abedin also shared how she and 
Clinton were connected through their 
mutual experiences of sex scandal. 
Bill Clinton had an infamous affair 
with Monica Lewinsky, while Abed- 
in’s ex-husband, Anthony Weiner, 
was convicted of sexual assault after 
he sexted a teenage girl. 

She said that while Clinton was still 
“judged” for having chosen to remain 
with her partner, she has been told 
“you left, but it was easy for you”. 

“Anthony really struggled with the 
advent of social media... He was very 
popular and as he had more follow- 
ers he fell down this rabbit hole of 
behaviour and it just exploded. We 
lost everything; he lost his reputa- 
tion, he lost his job. It was very hard.” 
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Patients 
sent across 
UK to treat 
eating 
disorders 


Ashortage of beds for severely unwell 
eating-disorder patients has forced 
the NHS to send more than 100 
women from England to hospitals 
in Scotland for treatment since 2017. 

The cost of relocating patients, 
which included under-18s, was more 
than £10m, with one patient staying 
more than a year in hospital, costing 
close to £250,000. 

The Guardian spoke to families 
who told of the toll of travelling hun- 
dreds of miles tosee unwell relatives. 

One mother complained of high 
petrol costs and of having to sleep 
on the hospital floor. 

Experts say that not being close 
to family and friends can hinder the 
recovery of many people with mental 
health problems, as they are isolated 
from their support network. 

Campaigners have warned ofa cri- 
sis as demand for treatment among 
those experiencing anorexia and 
bulimia has “skyrocketed” since the 
start of the pandemic. Data shows 
admissions up 84% in five years. 

The limited capacity of specialist 
services means patients are being 
sent hundreds of miles from their 
localareato get help. Aninvestigation 
by the Guardian using the Freedom of 
Information Act has found: 

@ The cost of these placements, from 
April 2017 to December 2019, was 
£10.136m. 

@ The maximum length of stay fora 
single patient in 2019 was 395 days, at 
acost of £214,000. In previous years a 
patient stayed almost two years (639 
days), costing £340,000. 


@ The patients sent were all female 
and a number of them were under 
18, although the exact number is 
unclear because the NHS withheld 
thisinformation, saying it could allow 
the identification of patients. 

The Royal College of Psychiatrists 
has warned that services have been 
“historically underfunded” and that 
demand has soared since 2019. 

“The limited capacity of special- 
ist services and chronic workforce 
shortages mean that patients are not 
receiving the vital care they need,” 
said Dr Agnes Ayton, the chair of the 
eating-disorders faculty. 

She said vulnerable patients were 
waiting “long periods” and travelling 
“hundreds of miles from their home” 
to get help, asituation she described 
as “entirely unjustifiable”. 

Hope Virgo, an author, mental 
health campaigner and eating disor- 
der survivor, said: “If someone broke 
their leg and was sent toa hospital on 
the other side of the city there would 
be a public outcry, yet people with 
eating disorders are being sent all 
over the country, and as far, in some 
cases, as Scotland to get support.” 

She warned of the impact of tak- 
ing people away from their family, 
friends and direct support. “Not only 
does this put huge strain on the indi- 
vidual with the eating disorder, but 
the entire family unit,’ she said. 

Tom Quinn, the director of exter- 
nal affairs for Beat, the largest 
eating-disorders charity in the UK, 
said the issue was “concerning”. 

“We know from the people we 
support that being sent for eating- 
disorder treatment away from home 
can be incredibly distressing. Being 
away from home can also make the 
transition after coming out of hospi- 
talmuch more challenging,” he said. 

“While the government provided 
an extra £11m in 2019-20 for children 
and young people eating-disorder 
services in comparison [with] 2018- 
19, in many parts of England this was 
not all spent, and in some areas, less 
was spent than the previous year.” 

An NHS spokesperson said that, 
although demand had increased 
during the pandemic, “thanks to 
investment in community mental 
health services we are able to treat 
more people with eating disorders 
than ever before - helping to reduce 
demand for inpatient services”. 


‘Howcan we help my daughter 200 miles from home?’ 


When Anne Dobrée’s daughter 
Sophie relapsed while recovering 
from an eating disorder, she 
needed hospital care. But finding a 
bed was much harder than Dobrée 
could have imagined. 

At first the 18-year-old was going 
to be sent 350 miles from their 
home in the south of England to 
Glasgow. Then a bed came up 200 
miles away in the north of England, 
a four-hour drive from home. Now, 
Dobrée travels to see her daughter 
on weekends, spending hundreds 
of pounds on petrol and hotels. 
She is desperate to get the teenager 
treated closer to where they live, 
but the wait for a bed is long. 

“We want her moved nearby. 
Even if there is no space in our 
area we would like her in the 
neighbouring one. But people 


: in those regions are also waiting 

: for beds,” she said. “People can 

: recover from anorexia but it is 

: really tough, and you need lots of 
: support on that journey. How can 
: my daughter get that if she is 200 
: miles away from her family?” 


“I cannot see her at the drop of 


: ahatif she is having a bad day,” 

: Dobrée said, adding that it made 

: recovery much harder. “My biggest 
: fear is what if something happens 

: andI cannot get there on time,” she 
: said. “My daughter is just broken. 

: She cannot see her siblings as it 

: is too far for them to visit and she 

: cannot see friends. 


“The lack of resources makes 


: it10 times worse for families and 
: it would not be the case if this 

: was a physical condition. It’s 

: unjustifiable.” Sarah Marsh 
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‘He took us for fools’ 


How Boris 


Johnson 


lost the trust of 


female Tory voters 


Heather Stewart 

Political editor 

| hy should 
we believe 
anything you 
say, when 
it’s been 


proved you’re 
a habitual liar?” That was the first 
question for Boris Johnson ina 
quizzing from Mumsnet users 
this week. The forum’s founder, 
Justine Roberts, who had the job 
of posing users’ questions to the 
prime minister, mused afterwards 
that he might have a “woman 
problem”. Polling certainly appears 


to bear that out: in YouGov’s latest 
snapshot of voting intentions, 
Johnson trailed Keir Starmer by six 
percentage points as best prime 
minister among men - but by 12 
points among women, 21% to 33%. 
When it came to voting intention, 
Labour led the Tories by just one 
point among men, but a hefty 16 
points among women, 45% to 29%. 
Opposition campaigners 
say this gender gap is reflected 
in encounters with angry and 
exasperated women voters on the 
doorstep. At recent focus groups 
conducted by Labour, party 
insiders say women - including 
many who had previously voted 
Conservative - have repeatedly 


emerged as the most infuriated by 
Johnson’s conduct. 

One former Conservative voter 
in Ashfield complained “he’s the 
laughing stock of the world”, while 
another said “it’s his track record 
- it’s repetitive, it’s just how he 
behaves”. A former Tory voter in 
Stevenage lamented: “I’ve got to 
say, I did like him when he came 
in - but he disrespected us, and 
treated us like fools.” 

The Labour MP Jess Phillips 
is not surprised that a growing 
number of women voters appear to 
be coming around toa similar view: 
she says the contrast between the 
party culture in Downing Street and 
ordinary voters’ lives will have hit 
home particularly hard. 

“Women are deeply affected 
by the pandemic: they were more 
likely to be doing their job whilst 
raising their children at home; the 
vast majority of key workers are 
women. In care and the NHS and 
supermarkets, it was a women’s 
labour force,” she said. “Also, 
women are much more likely to be 
doing the hands-on care of their 
elderly relatives, so the pull of 
not being able to go and see their 
elderly mums and dads, aunts and 
uncles, would have been much 
more prevalent in women.” 

That may have made some of 


A The PM’s ‘woman problem’ is a 
concern for Conservative strategists 


the defences Johnson and his 
allies have given for the behaviour 
that took place - that he and his 
team were working very hard, 

or worse still that nurses and 
teachers may also have shared a 
few drinks during lockdown - not 
just implausible but downright 
offensive. Phillips adds that women 
have also in many cases found 
themselves at the sharp end of 
the cost of living crisis, managing 
the family budget. She is sceptical 
about Johnson’s hopes, reported 
this week, of winning back voters 
dubbed “Waitrose women”. “Asa 
woman who shops at Waitrose, I’d 
like to see him try,” she said. 

The Lib Dems also say they have 
detected “significant anger among 
women in the blue wall seats”: 
Tory-held areas of south and west 
England are top of their target lists. 


No 10 is planning to press home 
the importance of Rishi Sunak’s 
£15bn cost-of-living package in 
the coming weeks, in the hope of 
showing that the government is 
doing what it can to help - with one 
possible plan being regular Covid 
crisis-style press conferences. 
There are more announcements 
to come too on what are hoped 
to be family-friendly policies to 
please the Mumsnet crowd, such as 
reforms aimed at cutting the cost of 
childcare. 

But if Johnson’s “woman 
problem” is that women across the 
UK have come round to the view 
that he’s a habitual liar, any number 
of lavish promises are unlikely 
to change that. And once sucha 
narrative takes hold - that Johnson 
cannot be trusted - other facets 
of his character, including the 
disregard for rules that may once 
have seemed endearing, are likely 
to reinforce it. 

Pollster James Johnson of JL 
Partners has warned that policies 
with the prime minister’s name 
attached are becoming increasingly 
toxic - regardless of whether 
they might otherwise be popular 
with the public. And, if Johnson’s 
quizzing on Mumsnet is anything to 
go by, he has need of a long bout of 
detoxification ahead of him. 


Aisle view 


So, does 


“Waitrose 


woman 


back him? 


Miranda Bryant 


f Boris Johnson is to win 
over “Waitrose woman”, the 
mood among shoppers at 
one branch of the upmarket 
supermarket suggests he has 
his work cut out. In Fulham, 
west London, many women 
say they are Labour or Liberal 
Democrat voters, while even his 
fans aren’t entirely sure they would 
vote for him. 

“Waitrose woman” is anew voter 
demographic reportedly identified 
by the Conservatives as one that 
Johnson needs to win back in order 
to hold fast at No 10. According to 
their research she is middle class, 
southern and not a fan of Brexit or 
culture wars. 

Outside the Fulham branch, 
in the Chelsea and Fulham 
constituency of the Conservative 
MP Greg Hands, Layla Powell, 

a chef, is on her way in with her 
Waitrose-branded tote bag. Powell 
says although she likes Johnson 
and has met him, she wouldn’t 
necessarily vote for him. “To be 
quite honest, when it comes to 
politics I’m in-between,’ she said. 
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‘Imnot a Labour 
or a Conservative 
supporter. Maybe 
it is time to look at 
different parties’ 


Layla Powell 


Chef 


“As a person I like him. His policy, 
however, recently hasn’t been quite 
up to standard. I’m at an impasse. 
I’m nota Labour supporter and I’m 
not a Conservative supporter.” 

While she considers herself 
middle class and would benefit 
from voting Conservative, she says 
the party is “not for the masses”. At 
the moment she is not convinced 
by either of the two main parties. 
“Maybe it is time to look at different 
parties,” she says. “Maybe the 
Liberal Democrats.” 

Coming out of the shop with 
her arms full of groceries, Yasmin 
Robinson, 25, isa Lib Dem voter and 
says she was “raised by a Waitrose 
woman”. But the sales manager 
from Fulham does not think most 
typical Waitrose shoppers are likely 
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to vote for the Lib Dems. She says 
Johnson is “not a very present 
prime minister” and describes 
herself as very disillusioned by 
politics. In fact, she is so unhappy 
with the current government that 
she was deterred from joining the 
civil service. 

Her companion, Nick Love, 24, 
says he knows plenty of “trendy 
mum” Conservatives who have 
recently been put off the party. “A 
lot of the Tory mums I know would 
not vote Tory now because they 
care about Partygate,” says Love, 
a finance worker from Sussex. But 
he’s not sure whether it will lead 
to them voting for another party. 
“We’ll have to see.” 

Mark Jennings, 58, a Labour- 
voting antique lighting restorer, 


and Ilona, 49, a sports massage 
therapist, say Johnson is a “liar” 
and “a disgrace”. “There’s nothing 
good about him,” says Ilona. 

Amy Butcher, 37, a teacher who 
votes Labour, says of the Tories and 
Johnson: “We’re not their biggest 
fans, are we? I just think that 
he’s only out for himself and his 
friends.” But she thinks Waitrose 
is the wrong place to start ifhe 
wants to increase support. “I think 
they need to get into the real 
world and see real people, go and 
speak to some people at the food 
banks. Speak to the people who are 
deciding whether to heat or eat.” 

Hilde Rodriguez, 73, who 
is retired and lives in West 
Kensington, says she doesn’t 
consider herself a “Waitrose 
woman” but that as a Conservative, 
Johnson has her support. “No 
issues will make me change my 
mind,’ she adds. 

Stephanie Colman, 51, buying 
picnic ingredients and “usually a 
Co-op person”, is also sympathetic 
to the prime minister. Colman, 

a hairdresser from south-west 
England, says: “I wouldn’t want to 
do his job, somebody’s got to do it.” 
She thinks Johnson is “astute” and 
“plays the fool quite well when he 
needs to”, and any problems are 
down to his wider team. “It takes 
more than one person, doesn’t it?” 
she says. She questions the term 
“Waitrose woman”, adding: “It 
could be a Waitrose man, the way 
the future’s going. Maybe that’s 
what he should be thinking about.” 

ANo 10 spokesperson said: 
“This government is focused on 
delivering for all parts of society 
including for women, from making 
sure women feel safe at night to 
ensuring they get the opportunities 
and pay they deserve at work.” 

A Waitrose spokesperson said 
the store was happy to let its 
customers speak for themselves. 
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Starmer urges PM to 
request India frees UK 
man held without trial 


Diplomatic editor 


Keir Starmer has asked Boris John- 
son to intervene and request that the 
Indian government release a British 
citizen after a UN working group 
declared his five-year detention arbi- 
trary and without any legal basis. 

Ina letter, the Labour leader asks 
why the prime minister has not acted 
to seek the release of Jagtar Singh 
Johal, given the findings of the UN 
report on arbitrary detention last 
month. Johnson prides himself on 
his strong relations with the Indian 
government led by Narendra Modi, 
but he has not used his influence to 
make a public call for release. 

Starmer writes: “Jagtar was 
arrested in 2017 after travelling to 
India for his wedding, where he was 
tortured by police officers into mak- 
ing aso-called ‘confession’ to charges 
carrying the death penalty.” 

Referencing the UN working group 


on arbitrary detention’s conclusion 
that Jagtar “was targeted because of 
his activities as a Sikh practitioner 
and supporter and because of his 
activism”, he points out that the UN 
believes there is no legal basis for his 
continued detention. 

The UN’s expert panel called for 
Johal’s release, finding there was no 
legal basis for his continued deten- 
tion and that he had been tortured 
and denied the right to a fair trial. 

Starmer asks in his letter, on behalf 
of Johal’s family, why the govern- 
ment has not made the same request 
and when it will do so. 

Starmer, a former director of public 
prosecutions, is the most high-pro- 
file politician to take up the case, and 
his intervention suggests the UK will 
notbe able to keep the issue confined 
to behind-the-scenes diplomacy 
indefinitely. Johal’s family, based 
in Dumbarton, have received sup- 
port from the Scottish first minister, 
Nicola Sturgeon, and the campaign 
organisation Reprieve. 


Protests in Glasgow for Jagtar 
Singh Johal (left), a Scottish Sikh 
held in India ‘without legal basis’ the 
UN says PHOTOGRAPH: SKULLY/ALAMY LIVE 


Starmer writes: “In past cases of 
British nationals detained abroad it 
has been crucial to work cross-party, 
not only to exert maximum pres- 
sure but also ensure a coordinated 
approach. So, in that spirit, I want 
to offer Labour’s support in secur- 
ing Jagtar’s release and hope youcan 
address the questions Jagtar’s family 
desperately want to be answered.” 

The Indian government has said 
Johal’s detention was based on 
“sufficient prosecutable evidence” 


and that his rights have been “duly 
honoured”. 

He was arrested on 4 Novem- 
ber 2017 in Jalandhar by the Punjab 
police for his alleged role in eight tar- 
geted killings carried out between 
April 2016 and October 2017 by the 
Khalistan Liberation Force (KLF), a 
banned terrorist organisation. 

He is yet to stand trial in any case 
he stands accused in, and is being 
held at Delhi’s Tihar jail. He and his 
family strongly deny the allegations. 

The report by the UN group said: 
“Johal is a follower of the Sikh faith. 
He is an online activist and con- 
tributed to a magazine and website 
documenting the persecution of the 
Sikh religious minority in India ... 
On 4 November 2017, after his wed- 
ding in Jalandhar, Punjab, Johal was 
abducted by 15 unidentified men.” 
The UN claims he was later tortured. 

Dan Dolan, Reprieve’s director of 
advocacy, said: “Jagtar was abducted 
on Boris Johnson’s watch at the For- 
eign Office. So he has known about 
this case for almost five years. He’s 
not the only UK foreign secretary to 
fail Jagtar, but as prime minister he 
could be the one to bring him home.” 

Johal’s brother, Gurpreet Singh 
Johal, said: “My brother is still in 
prison because of UK government 
inaction. We need him back with his 
family. This letter ups the pressure 
on Boris Johnson to do what’s right 
and seek Jagtar’s immediate release.” 


IS YOUR PENSION BUI 


We believe in challenging the companies we invest 

in to behave responsibly. To date, we’ve removed £3bn 
of investment from organisations which haven’t met 
our environmental, social and operational standar 

To find out more visit scottishwidows.co.uk/sustai 


.' 


SCOTTISH 


4, 


cil 


Her Majesty The Queen’s 
PLATINUM JUBILEE PAGEA 
1952 — 2022 


a 


Scottish Widows Limited. Registered in England and Wales No. 3196171. Registered office in the United Kingdom at 25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Financial 


Services Register number 181655. 36632 06/22 


Saturday 4 June 2022 The Guardian 


National 


Perfect escapism? Bikinis and diversity 
debates are back as Love Island begins 


With summer upon us, millions 
of people around the country are 
eagerly anticipating filling the long 
sunny evenings with one thing - 
hours sitting in front of the television 
watching Love Island. 

Anewseries of the ITV2showstarts 
on Monday, and with episodes air- 
ing six times a week for two months, 
dedicated fans can expect to rack 
up at least 48 hours of viewing time 
before the summeris out (56 hours if 
they also watch Sunday’s After-Sun 
recap show). 

The show is known for splitting 
opinion, but just days after the first 
11 cast members were announced, 


the now annual debates around Love 
Island’s body diversity and inclu- 
sivity are already swamping social 
media, and fans are feverishly antic- 
ipating what twists producers could 
have in store. 

Experts say the drip-feeding of 
content every day, along with the 
sense of community that builds 
around the series, is the key to the 
show’s success in keeping millions 
of viewers glued to their screens 
each year. 

“Love Island is completely immer- 
sive. You can’t just dip your toe into 
it - the whole premise is that you 
are absorbed into it,’ said Dr Sandra 
Wheatley, a social psychologist. 

“You live the moments that the 
participants are living almost in real 
time. It’s the perfect escapism, and 


a bit of escapism does nobody any 
harm, I think.” 

She said Love Island could be a 
welcome distraction for some, par- 
ticularly young people during exam 
season. “A lot of people tend to watch 
Love Island in couples and in groups, 
so it is a very interactive thing, not 


Ik P L 
The show’s villa in Mallorca, 
where filming takes place 24/7 


just interacting with the show by vot- 
ing but also at the time of watching, 
and people enjoy that,” said Wheat- 
ley, who previously worked as a 
psychologist on Big Brother - a pre- 
cursor to the “sociable” TV that Love 
Island provides. 

Hilda Burke, a psychotherapist 
and author of The Phone Addiction 
Workbook, said part of Love Island’s 
popularity stemmed from the “water- 
cooler discussion points” it created 
among friends, particularly women. 

“A collective bonding goes on with 
the show. It’s something neutral to 
talk about - everyone has an opin- 
ion on these things,” she said. “We’re 
drawn to that, something that doesn’t 
reveal too much of ourselves but we 
can pontificate on.” 

But Burke said there was a darker 


The first 11 participants in Love 
Island 2022 were announced this 
week. The series starts on Monday 
PHOTOGRAPH: ITV/REX/SHUTTERSTOCK 


side to people’s desire to “voyeuris- 
tically” follow the show. 

“People like to avoid their own 
lives. It’s easier to live through other 
people’s experiences. I think that’s 
quite human and it’s why we gossip, 
it’s why we get invested in who our 
friends are dating,” she said. 

“Butit’s safer than actually looking 
at what’s going on in our own lives, 
and thinking about whether you’re 
happy in your relationship, or your 
dating life. The show does raise some 
questions about us as a society, and 
why we get so invested in this mating 
ZOO.” 

There has been increasing scrutiny 
of the welfare and support offered to 
participants on the show in recent 
years, particularly after the suicides 
of the former cast members Mike 
Thalassitis and Sophie Gradon. 

This year it has been announced 
that for the first time participants 
willreceive training on inclusive lan- 
guage around disability, sexuality, 
race and ethnicity, behaviours and 
microaggressions. 

The show’s full duty of care 
process includes pre-filming psy- 
chological and medical assessments, 
detailed explanations of the impli- 
cations - positive and negative - of 
taking part in the show, and advice on 
how to cope with being filmed 24/7 
and social media trolling. 

The aftercare package includes 
bespoke training on finances, social 
media and adjusting to life back at 
home, as well as aminimum of eight 
therapy sessions. 

“This isn’t the first series, so peo- 
pleshould know what to expect with 
it” Wheatley said. “Despite that, they 
will still need to have the reality of 
the reality show explained to find out 
whether this is really something that 
they can participate in while retain- 
ing their sense of self. 

“Most of us don’t have that level 
of insight into what we will find 
difficult. How can you predict that? 
You can only look back at your own 
experiences and take those with 
you, and hope that they will act as 
armbands.” 

Last year’s islanders appear to have 
enjoyed success after the series, with 
anumber of the main couples still in 
relationships. Millie Court, who won 
the show alongside Liam Reardon, 
has released her own clothes collec- 
tion with the online fashion retailer 
Asos, while Liberty Poole appeared 
on ITV’s Dancing on Ice. 


Error by ‘fat-fingered’ trader 
could cost his bank £40m 


A “fat-finger error” by a London- 
based trader at Citigroup which 
triggered a flash crash across Euro- 
pean stock markets could cost the 
bank at least $50m (£40m). 

The trader was working from 
home last month when they incor- 
rectly added an extra zero toatrade, 


Bloomberg reported, quoting “peo- 
ple familiar with the matter”. 

That split-second mistake, on the 
2 May bank holiday, wreaked havoc 
on markets across Europe, triggering 
a sell-off that reportedly wiped out 
as much as €300bn (£256bn) at one 
point. Trading was briefly suspended 
in several markets that morning after 
leading share indices recorded sud- 
den steep declines. 

One of the hardest hit was 


Sweden’s benchmark OMX Stock- 
holm 30 index, which fell by nearly 
8%, but later recouped most of the 
losses and ended the day 1.9% lower. 
The Stoxx Europe 600 index of 
Europe’s leading shares lost as much 
as 3% before closing down 1.5%. 
Even though the error was made by 
a London-based trader, the UK stock 
market escaped that day’s carnage 
as it was closed for the bank holiday. 
Flash crashes, or brief price col- 
lapses, can be caused by human error. 
Although many aspects of trading 
have been digitised and automated, 
parts of the process are still man- 
ual, leaving room for human error. 
So called fat-finger blunders - where 


the details of a trade are mistyped - 
have become more common with the 
rise of high-frequency trading firms. 

Until now, few details had emerged 
about last month’s incident. New 
York-based Citigroup owned up to 
the mistake a few hours later, say- 
ing: “This morning, one of our traders 
made an error when inputting a trans- 
action. Within minutes we identified 
the error and corrected it.” 


£256bn 


Amount reportedly wiped off 
European markets after a sell-off 
triggered by the trader’s mistake 


Bloomberg has uncovered more 
since. It reported that the bank may 
record a loss of at least $50m follow- 
ing the incident, though work was 
still being done on this and the final 
figure may be higher. It said the trader 
had since been placed on leave pend- 
ing areview. 

UK regulators are likely to have 
taken an interest, and the fact that the 
trader was working from home may 
bea focal point of any investigation. 
The report quoted insiders as saying 
that Citigroup currently took the view 
that it was human error that resulted 
in the trade, rather than the fact that 
the staffer was working from home. 

Citigroup declined to comment. 
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Steep rise in perilous 
Channel crossings 
by Afghan refugees 
with western links 


Amelia Gentleman 
Dunkirk 


Refugees who worked alongside 
international organisations in 
Afghanistan are among a rising 
number of Afghan asylum seekers 
in camps in northern France planning 
to cross the Channel in small boats. 

The number of asylum seekers 
from Afghanistan taking the per- 
ilous route has risen fivefold this 
year, according to immigration 


figures released last week, as more 
refugees flee in the wake of the Tali- 
ban takeover. 

The asylum seekers said they 
knew they were unlikely to be 
eligible for resettlement through the 
UK’s formal programme for Afghan 
refugees, despite having worked for 
the Afghan army or with European- 
funded organisations, which was 
why they were prepared to take the 
risk of travelling by small boat to join 
family in the UK. 

Several expressed confusion 


over the UK’s proposals to remove 
asylum seekers who arrive by boat 
to Rwanda. There was little evidence 
that the Rwanda scheme was acting 
as a deterrent for them. They also 
appeared to be convinced that the 
scheme would not apply to people 
from Afghanistan, or to those who 
had family in the UK. 

Kafayat (who, like the others inter- 
viewed, asked for his full name to be 
omitted), a 31-year-old civil engi- 
neer from Jalalabad, was working on 
a European-funded project to build 
a leisure centre and park for women 
and children in Laghman province 
when the Taliban took control of the 
area 11 months ago. 

He said he was held for three days 
by agroup of Taliban militia and was 
told he would be killed if he contin- 
ued to work on the project. On his 
release, he decided to flee the coun- 
try immediately, leaving his wife and 
four-year-old son behind. He hopes 
to join relatives in Southampton. 

“T’ve heard of the Rwandascheme, 
but they wouldn’t send me there, 
would they?” he said, speaking at a 
food distribution point in Dunkirk, 


Wv Asylum seekers brush their teeth 
early in the morning. About 300 are 
staying in tents on the French coast 
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where about 300 asylum seekers, 
mostly from Iraq, Iran and Afghan- 
istan, are staying in tents along a 
stretch of scrubland by the coast. 
Refugees questioned why people 
fleeing Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, 
Sudan and Eritrea were receiving 
less favourable treatment than those 
fleeing conflict in Ukraine. The latter 
are offered free food and accommo- 
dation in a youth hostel in Calais, 
while asylum seekers from elsewhere 
sleep in tents on the outskirts. 
Abdulrab, a 24-year-old computer 
science graduate, who was working 


‘The UK is offering 
online visas to 
refugees from 
Ukraine, but we 


have to take a more 
dangerous route’ 


Abdulrab 
Asylum seeker 


as a computer engineer for the 
Afghan army when Kabul fell, also 
left the country last August. A cousin 
had been killed by the Taliban and he 
felt it was too dangerous to remain. 

Both he and Kafayat were badly 
beaten by police in Bulgaria on the 
way to France. “They say everyone 
is human, but when it comes to ref- 
ugees some are treated much better 
than others,” he said. He hopestojoin 
relatives in Britain. 

“The UK is offering online visas to 
refugees from Ukraine, but we have 
to take a more dangerous route,” he 
said. “There’s a risk that we could 
die crossing the Channel, but I left 
Afghanistan to stay alive.” 

Arifullah, 17, fled Afghanistan last 
August after his father, who had held 
asenior roleinthe Afghan army, was 
arrested. He has been travelling for 
the past 10 months and plans to cross 
the Channel in the next few days to 
join relatives in the UK. “It was avery 
bad situation for our family, so my 
mother told me to leave,” he said. 

He was dismayed that as a minor 
travelling alone he had not been given 
more support; throughout Europe he 
had encountered Ukrainian refugees 
of his age being offered school places 
and foster care. 

“At a train station in Belgium 
there was asign saying ‘We welcome 
refugees from Ukraine!’” he said. “It 
should have said that all refugees are 
welcome. Noone seems to care about 
Afghan refugees.” 

Data released last week showed 
that in the first quarter of this year 
1,094 people from Afghanistan 
crossed the Channel to claim asy- 
lum in the UK, about one in four of 
the 4,540 people who made the jour- 
ney and the largest nationality group. 
Last year 1,323 Afghans in total are 
known to have crossed the Channel. 

Refugee charities said the rise was 
the consequence of the restrictive 
nature of the UK’s Afghan resettle- 
ment schemes, for which the vast 
majority of Afghans are ineligible. 

A Home Office spokesperson said 
everyone who arrived in the UK by 
small boat or hidden in the back ofa 
lorry would be considered for reloca- 
tion to Rwanda. “The UK has made 
one of the largest commitments to 
support Afghan refugees of any coun- 
try, and will resettle up to 20,000 
Afghan women, children and others 
at risk,” a spokesperson said. 

“The rise in dangerous Channel 
crossings is unacceptable. The 
Nationality and Borders Act will 
crack down on the evil people-smug- 
gling gangs who are abusing our 
immigration laws, risking lives and 
hindering our ability to help people 
come through safe and legal routes.” 


New law would give ministers and 
Spies ‘impunity’ in foreign crimes 


Aubrey Allegretti 
Political correspondent 


Ministers and spies would be given 
immunity for assisting crimes over- 
seas under a new national security 
law being debated by MPs next week, 
a human rights charity and former 
Tory cabinet minister have warned. 

The Home Office was told that the 


powers being proposed were “far too 
slack” and would diminish the UK’s 
moral authority to condemn atroci- 
ties such as the killing of the Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. 

The concerns centre on a change 
to the Serious Crime Act, which 
was passed in 2007 and makes it an 
offence to do anything in the UK that 
encourages or assists a crime over- 
seas - such as aiding an unlawful 


assassination or sending information 
to be used ina torture interrogation. 

Under a clause in the national secu- 
rity bill, due its second reading in the 
Commons on Monday, this would be 
disapplied where “necessary for the 
proper exercise of any function” of 
MI5, MI6, GCHO or the armed forces. 

Reprieve, an international human 
rights charity, said it would in effect 
grant immunity to ministers or offi- 
cials who provided information to 
foreign partners that led tosomeone 
being tortured or unlawfully killed in 
a drone strike. 

Concerns were also raised that the 
move would restrict victims’ ability 


to seek civil damages in the courts. 
Maya Foa, a director of Reprieve, said 
it was an unthinkable power to grant 
ministers and officials that would 
“risk putting them above the ordi- 
nary criminal law” and could even 
embolden leaders to “commit seri- 
ous crimes thinking they can do so 
with effective impunity”. 

She said enacting clause 23 of the 
national security bill would “destroy 
the UK’s moral legitimacy to con- 
demn similar atrocities by autocratic 
states” after the murder of Khashoggi, 
ajournalist US intelligence agencies 
believe was killed on the orders of the 
Saudiruler, Mohammed bin Salman. 


The campaign against the change 
is supported by David Davis, the MP, 
former cabinet minister and civil lib- 
erties campaigner. 

He said clause 23 “is far too slack 
in the powers it gives ministers” and 
was not about granting less conten- 
tious national security powers to spy 
agencies, for example to allow them 
to place bugs in foreign embassies. 
“T urge colleagues to constrain it to 
actions appropriate to our aims and 
civilised standards.” 

The national security bill was 
announced in last month’s Queen’s 
speech. The Home Office was 
approached for comment. 
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Wildlife centre is 
next photo op 
Stop on Depp's 
post-trial UK tour 


In the latest stop of his UK tour, days 
after winning a multimillion-dollar 
defamation trial against his ex-wife, 
Amber Heard, Johnny Depp was spot- 
ted holding a badger cub in Kent. 

“Guess who’s been to see us,” 
Folly Wildlife Rescue Trust near Tun- 
bridge Wells wrote ina Facebook post 
on Thursday, which received thou- 
sands of likes. “That’s the real Johnny 
Depp!” 

The actor visited during a break 
from touring with the musician Jeff 
Beck, a patron of the charity. Depp 
accompanied Beck’s wife, Sandra, 
the charity wrote, as they toured the 
hospital and he held an orphaned 
badger cub, Freddie - “as in Mer- 
cury”, itadded. 

The defamation trial in the US 
ended on Wednesday with the court 
finding that a Washington Post edi- 
torial written by Heard had defamed 
Depp. Three of his claims were sup- 
ported, and one of three claims by 
Heard. They were awarded $10m 
(£8m) and $2m respectively. Experts 
in the field of sexual and domestic 
violence have variously called the 
verdict a “toxic catastrophe” and a 
“setback for all women”. Heard plans 
to appeal. 

After the verdict, Depp said “the 
jury gave me my life back”, six years 
after he was accused of domestic 
abuse. “Iam truly humbled,” he said. 

On the animal charity’s Facebook 
page, one user posted: “Be nice if he 
donated his settlement to you, he 
doesn’t need the money!” Another 
wrote: “How fantastic! What a lovely 
way for him to wind down after a hor- 
rendous time!” 

The outcome of the libel case dif- 
fered from one in the UK two years 
ago. In 2020, Depp losta case against 


is 


Actor Johnny Depp pictured on Facebook with an orphaned badger cub, 


the Sun after Heard gave evidence 
to support claims in the newspaper 
that he was a “wife beater”. Thejudge 
found that 12 of 14 alleged incidents 
of domestic violence against Heard 
had occurred. 

On Tuesday, before the US verdict, 
Depp appeared on stage alongside 
77-year-old Beck at the Royal Albert 
Hall, and received a standing ovation. 
Healsomadeasurprise appearance at 
the musician’s Sheffield show. 

Depp’s presence in the UK sur- 
prised many as he awaited the verdict 
following a toxic and highly televised 
legal battle. After the verdict, Heard’s 
lead attorney said the seven-member 
jury had been influenced by “lop- 
sided” social media posts and that 
the presence of cameras had trans- 
formed the courtroom into a “zoo”. 

Beck’s UK tour continued in Glas- 
gow yesterday. Speaking at aconcert 
in Gateshead on Thursday, where 
Depp made a guest appearance, Beck 
said: “I met this guy five years ago 
and we’ve never stopped laughing 
since. We actually made an album. I 
don’t know how it happened. It will 
be out in July” 

The album was announced by 
Depp on Instagram in April 2020. 
He described Beck then as “my dear 
friend and my brother ... one of my 
all time guitar heroes”. 

They released one track alongside 
the announcement, a cover of John 
Lennon’s Isolation, chosen for early 
release because ofits resonances with 
the lockdowns in the early phase of 
the Covid-19 pandemic. “Lennon’s 
prophetic words are pure poetry; the 
profundity of his lyrics seemed to Jeff 
and me especially fitting for what’s 
happening right now,” Depp said at 
the time. 

Depp has long dabbled in music, 
including with his supergroup Hol- 
lywood Vampires alongside Alice 
Cooper and Joe Perry. 
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Freddie, at the Folly Wildlife Rescue centre near Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
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What 


verdict means for the movement 


hen Hollywood 

star Johnny 

Depp’s 

defamation 

trial against 

Amber Heard 
ended in his favour this week, some 
observers worried that the verdict 
might have a chilling effect on the 
#MeToo movement. 

On the surface, the 
circumstances surrounding this 
case would seem to support those 
fears, raising the prospect that 
victims may now be reluctant to 
speak out about their experiences 
or lack trust in the courts as an 
avenue for justice. 

But others said that #MeToo - a 
global outpouring of anger about 
abuse suffered by women that 
resulted in actions against many 
high-profile men - would continue 
to expose injustice and would not 
be stopped by one court ruling. 

Depp sued Heard over a 
December 2018 Washington 
Post opinion article in which she 
described being an abuse victim. 
The Pirates of the Caribbean 
star alleged Heard had sullied 
his reputation and thwarted 
his career. Heard ultimately 


countersued Depp, claiming that 
his attorney, Adam Waldman, 
defamed her by describing her 
allegations as a “hoax”. Aftera 
six-week trial in Fairfax, Virginia, 
the seven-member jury awarded 
Depp more than $10m (£8m) in 
damages, finding that all of the 
three statements he sued over were 
defamatory. The jury also awarded 
Heard $2m, finding that one of the 
three Waldman statements cited in 
her countersuit was defamatory. 

With regard to #MeToo, the 
outcome of these proceedings 
- which started off about first 
amendment free speech rights 
but quickly spiralled into a tawdry 
referendum on Depp and Heard’s 
relationship - may not be that black 
and white. 

Tarana Burke, the founder of 
#MeToo, disagreed that this trial’s 


outcome would end the movement. 


“The ‘me too’ movement isn’t 
dead, this system is dead,” Burke 
tweeted. “This is the same legal 
system that y’all have been relying 
on for justice and accountability 
for decades to no avail. When 
you get the verdict you want, ‘the 
movement works’—when you 
don’t, it’s dead. 

“When Weinstein went to jail 
it was, ‘me too is winning!’ When 
Cosby came home it was ‘What a 
blow, me too is losing!’” 


Burke also pointed to how 
#MeToo had helped many survivors 
come forward. 

“In the meantime-millions of 
people who have never been able 
to utter the words ‘it happened to 
me’ have released the shame that 
wasn’t theirs to carry in the first 
place. This movement is very much 
ALIVE,’ she tweeted. 

Several lawyers said that this 
trial was dramatically different 
from the overwhelming majority 
of proceedings involving abuse. 

“Tm hoping that people 
recognise this as distinct from a lot 
of the #MeToo situations that we’ve 
seen, for example, like the Harvey 
Weinsteins of the world,’ said Mitra 
Ahouraian, a media lawyer based 
in Beverly Hills, California. “This is 
not that. 

“This is two people who were in 
a toxic relationship that were awful 
to one another and a jury decided 
that one of them was manipulating 
the situation.”. 

“I don’t see this ona referendum 
on #MeToo long term,” said 
Winter Wheeler, an arbitrator and 
mediator. “I think a lot of people 
considering it to be that perhaps 
are not as aware of some of the 
evidence that came out.” 

Wheeler pointed to the fact that 
jurors have to assess evidence in 
reaching a verdict, and come toa 


Amber Heard, right, leaves the 
court in Fairfax, Virginia, with her 
sister, Whitney, after the verdicts 
PHOTOGRAPH: RS/MPI/CAPITAL PICTURES 


decision based on facts, not just 
accept a narrative. “It was apparent 
to me that this was definitely not 
asituation where blind faith and 
beliefin an alleged victim was the 
right way to go,” she said. 

Wheeler did not think the 
verdict would open the floodgates 
to more defamation claims against 
accusers. “In these defamation 
cases, truth is a complete defence,” 
she said. “You don’t see a lot of 
trials for defamation cases because 
they’re pretty impossible to prove 
- any little bit of information that 
can show this is possibly the truth 
is enough to get the defendant 
out of it. 

“There’s not like a huge backlog 
of these cases. There aren’t people 


‘ racas Wow 


Johnny Depp signs autographs for 
fans in Gateshead earlier this week 


dying to file these. Lawyers don’t 
even like filing them because 
they’re so hard to prove.” 

Carrie Goldberg, the founder 
of the victims’ rights law firm 
CA Goldberg, said that a single 
trial could not be determinative 
of #MeToo’s viability. 

“The Heard-Depp trial, with 
its memes, targeted online 
harassment and horse-betting was 
areminder of how unkind and 
inhumane our society still remains. 
It will scare some people who can 
see how ugly court combat can be 
with a former intimate partner, but 
there is also nothing typical about 
what we saw,” Goldberg said. 

“We should be careful not to 
draw too many conclusions about 
#MeToo from the harsh combat of 
trial since there are so many other 
signs of progress - offenders being 
prosecuted, orders of protection 
granted, financial recoveries, the 
development of workplace and 
school policies, expanded statutes 
of limitations.” . 

But several lawyers were worried 
that the verdict did present a 
potential problem for the #MeToo 
movement. Victims might see the 
social media onslaught directed at 
Heard - and the millions she must 
pay Depp - and fear what might 
happen if they speak out. 

“Tam concerned that it’s further 
evidence that #MeToo was an 
empty promise,” said Rebekah 
Sullivan, who founded Washington 
DC-based District Family Law. 

“What we’ve seen in this 
time since #MeToo, since it 
became popular, was not a lot of 
consequences for people who 
have been accused - and a lot of 
consequences and a lot of public 
consequences, in this case, 
for people who have made the 
accusations. 

“What this shows is Depp comes 
out fighting,” she added. “Someone 
pours a cup of water on you, and 
someone pours a swimming pool 
of water on them, and I do think 
it’s chilling for people who come 
forward with domestic violence 
allegations.” 

The price for speaking out 
about abuse is already significant, 
Sullivan said, and the trial 
shows that the legal and social 
ramifications can be higher than 
expected. “That’s scary to people, 
and it’s something I think most 
people wouldn’t be willing to risk.” 

But Sarah Mancinelli, a principal 
of Ain & Bank, said: “The public 
focus that was so positive to Depp, 
and so negative to her, felt likea 
backlash to #MeToo, and sort ofa 
way of potentially over-correcting. 
Ihope it didn’t, because I think 
that would be an exceedingly 
problematic effect.” 


The Guardian Saturday 4 June 2022 


National 


Fishing crews calm over poor 
outlook for shipping forecast 


Media editor 


The BBC’s shipping forecast is a 
national institution, with millions of 
listeners reassured by the thought 
that, somewhere out at sea, British 
fishing crews are patiently waiting 
by their radios to find out whether 
there is a gale warning in Rockall or 
Cromarty. 

Yet the announcement that 
Radio 4’s long-wave signal will be 
shut down, as part of the BBC’s lat- 
est cuts, has left many wondering 
how the nation’s fishing fleet will 
cope without the four daily updates. 

The rather less romantic reality, 
according to Mike Cohen of the 
National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations, is that his members 
have not needed the Radio 4 service 
for decades. 

Modern crews have far more accu- 
rate sources to warn them about the 
wind and the rain. “Even the small 
15-metre boats in Bridlington have 
satellite internet these days. I’ve had 


video calls from people in the middle 
of the sea,’ he said. 

That does not mean crews are 
immune to the charms of Sailing By, 
the music that heralds the forecasts 
and was designed to help captains 
adjust their radios: “That theme tune 
is alink to other times, other people, 
other places. There’s as mucha fond- 
ness among fishermen for that as 
there is for the rest of us.” 

When the trade body asked its 
members how they felt about the 
shipping forecast, one said it “acted 
as a link across communities, a link 
across time”. Another added: “For us 
itis a bygone age, but for many older 
folk it is a reassuring connection to 
the past.” 

The BBC plans to end dedicated 
programming on its Radio 4 long- 
wave frequency next year, which 
could mean the loss of two ofthe cur- 
rent four shipping broadcasts. The 
early morning and late night forecasts 
will remain on FM, DAB and online 
broadcasts. But the loss of the long- 
wave signal - accessible far from the 
British mainland - confirms they will 


Mike Cohen 
Fishing representative 


essentially be nostalgia pieces, more 
about waking up the nation or lulling 
listeners to sleep. 

Cohen said modern fishing boats 
were stuffed full of GPS equipment, 
chart plotters and highly precise 
weather information: “You can get 
all of this built into the technology 
in the wheelhouse. Fishermen want 
detail for exactly the spot they’re in 
- not just asummary of the nation.” 

While fishing crews still took sub- 
stantial risks every time they headed 
out to sea, he said, the reality was 
that the modern fishing industry 
wasatechnology-heavy job “worlds 
away from the stereotype of Captain 


Birdseye with a sou’wester knitting 
his own kippers”. 

The shipping forecast has been 
broadcast for more than a century, 
but took on its current form in 1949 
- including most of the 31 distinctive 
names for nautical areas around the 
coast of Britain and Ireland. 

Over the decades it has been paro- 
died, interrupted crucial moments of 
Test Match Special cricket coverage, 
and provided musical inspiration - 
inspiring Sea Power to write the song 
Gale Warnings in Viking North, and 
giving Blur the lyric “Up the Tyne, 
Forth and Cromarty / There’s a low 
in the high Forties” on This Is a Low. 

A spokesperson for the BBC said 
the forecast would not disappear 
altogether and would remain as a 
“much-loved part of the regular 
Radio 4 schedule, giving listeners 
moments of calm in their day”. 

The long-wave signal - which has 
been threatened before and relies on 
a small supply of metre-high glass 
valves to keep broadcasting - willsur- 
vive for a few more years. 

Cohen suggested the general pub- 
lic enjoyed hearing unfamiliar place 
names suchas North Utsire and South 
Utsire - coastal regions near Norway 
- which he likened to encountering 
“here be dragons” onan ancient map. 

“You don’t see those names ona 
road sign. It’s a bit like ‘beating the 
bounds’ - going to the edge of the 
nation and looking off.” 
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The UK’s 
fishing fleet 
now uses more 
sophisticated 
technology 
than onboard 
; radio sets to 
1 obtain accurate 
4 weather data 
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Armoured 
vehicle scheme 
‘putting security 
at risk’, MoD told 


The Ministry of Defence should fix 
or scrap its troubled Ajax armoured 
vehicle programme this year or risk 
compromising national security, a 
parliamentary committee has said. 

The Ajax programme, intended 
to provide a state-of-the-art recon- 
naissance vehicle for the army, has 
already been running for 12 years 
and cost £3.2bn but has so far failed 
to deliver asingle deployable vehicle. 

Originally intended to enter ser- 
vice in 2017, Ajax has been repeatedly 
delayed by what the House of Com- 
mons public accounts committee 
has described as “a litany of failures” 
including noise and vibration prob- 
lems that injured soldiers testing the 
vehicles. 

Inareport published yesterday, the 
committee said the MoD still didnot 
know when Ajax would enter service 
or whether the issues could be fixed 
two years after being raised. The MPs 


said management of the programme 
was “flawed from the outset” and 
the MoD had “once again made fun- 
damental mistakes” in managing a 
major equipment programme. 

The committee chair, Dame Meg 
Hillier, said: “Enoughis enough - the 
MoD must fix or fail this programme, 
before more risk to our national secu- 
rity and more billions of taxpayers’ 
money wasted. These repeated 
failures are putting strain on older 
capabilities which are overdue for 
replacement and are directly threat- 
ening the safety of our servicepeople 
and their ability to protect the nation 
and meet Nato commitments.” 

The MoDsaid any delays would not 
come at extra cost to the taxpayer due 
to the nature of the contract, adding 
that no further payments would be 
made to the manufacturer, General 
Dynamics, until the department was 
“satisfied with the future trajectory 
of the programme”. 

The MoD agreed a contract with 
General Dynamics worth £5.5bn for 
589 Ajax armoured vehicles, but just 
26 have been delivered and these can 
be used only for training purposes. 

An MoD spokesperson said: “The 
defence secretary has been clear that 
Ajax is a troubled programme. We 
agree with many of the committee’s 
recommendations and are actively 
taking steps to correct these.” 

General Dynamics has been 
approached for comment. 
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Owners of emotional support pets 
‘at risk of overlooking their welfare’ 


Science correspondent 


Taking a pet everywhere for emo- 
tional support - from aeroplanes to 
the supermarket - may be all therage, 
but experts have warned animal wel- 
fare is at risk of being overlooked. 

The use of emotional support 
animals has boomed in recent years, 
with myriad cases hitting the head- 
lines, from the peacock that was 
denied a seat on a United Airlines 
plane, to the cat that was banned 
from Sainsbury’s. 

But experts say the focus on 
human needs must not mean the 
potential impact on the animals 


themselves is overlooked. “Weneed 
to be careful with our enthusiasm, 
and not lose sight of what the animal 
might need,” said Dr Elena Ratschen, 
an associate professor in health ser- 
vices research at the University of 
York, whose work has explored ani- 
mal-assisted interventions. 

“We havea duty hereto make sure 
the benefit ofthe human-animal rela- 
tionship is reciprocal in the greatest 
possible way,” she said. 

Emotional support animals are not 
trained to aid their owners, as is the 
case for assistance animals such as 
guide dogs, and in many countries 
- including the UK - they are not cov- 
ered by the same laws that protect 
assistance animals. Instead, said Prof 


Janet Hoy-Gerlach of the University 
of Toledo, they are often pets that 
help to mitigate the impact of their 
owner’s physical or mental health 
condition through human-animal 
interaction. 

A number of studies have sug- 
gested animal ownership may bring 
health benefits through various 
mechanisms, from companionship to 
boosting social interactions, exercise 
and a sense of purpose. Some stud- 
ies have also suggested interactions 
with pets can bring positive effects, 
such as lowering blood pressure or 
increasing levels of oxytocin, a hor- 
mone associated with bonding. 

However, Ratschen noted that 
it was challenging to conduct 
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The burning desire for 


scented candles is now big business 


hen Niko 
Dafkos first set 
up his scented 
candle-making 
business, 
nervous 
customers would worry about 
knowing what they liked or 
that their sense of smell wasn’t 
good enough. Fast forward eight 
years, including the lockdown 
months when scented-candle- 
mania gripped the UK, and he is 
continually surprised by how much 
his customers know. 

The change he has seen in 
visitors to his Earl of East stores 
“has been incredible to witness”, 
he says. “[Previously] those who 
didn’t work with fragrance in 
a professional setting felt like 
they couldn’t participate ina 


conversation around scent ... It’s 
similar to the democratisation of 
the kitchen and cooking a decade 
Or SO ago.” 

Scented candles are big business. 
New figures from Kantar show that 
between March 2021 and 2022, UK 
consumers spent £418m on scented 
candles. John Lewis says sales have 
risen by 5% each year since 2020, 
when they jumped by 12%. 

Jo Malone, the perfumer whose 
name has become synonymous 
with fragrance, says the main 
change she has observed over 
her years in the industry is that 
good quality scented candles have 
become much more affordable. 

“When scented candles were 
first around they were high end 
luxury. It’s amazing now, you go 
into supermarkets or anywhere and 
you can find a scented candle from 
£5 up,” she says. 

Malone, who has collaborated 
with Zara on a £15 candle range, 


says although budget candles 
don’t use the most expensive 
essential oils, many cheaper 
ranges now drew on the same 
skill and expertise as their pricier 
counterparts. “When I work for 
Zara, I don’t change the way I work 


Amount UK consumers spent on 
scented candles in the 12 months to 
March 2022, according to Kantar 


... [f you blind burned [cheaper 
scented candles] I don’t think you’d 
be able to tell between most of 
them.” 

She’s also seen tastes shift away 
from traditional British preferences 
for citrussy or floral notes towards 
deeper, woodier fragrances that are 
more popular in the Middle East, 
for instance oud, cedarwood or 
leather. She adds that the focus on 
the environment among younger 
clientele has also seen demand rise 
for green, nature-inspired scents. 

The wide range of scents reflects 
the scale of demand, which was 
supercharged during the pandemic. 
“People were looking at their four 
walls and thinking, ‘this is my 
home, my schoolroom, my gym, 
how can I change it?’. The power 
of scent is it’s the gatekeeper of 
memories, it takes you somewhere 
you remember. Scented candles 
transform that space into 
something different,” Malone says. 

William Tullett, associate 
professor in sensory history at 
Anglia Ruskin University, says: 
“Smell has a very powerful ability 
to evoke our memories or our 
connections to other people and 
places, whether that’s relatives ora 
holiday we particularly have fond 
memories of, particularly places in 
our childhood.” 
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sufficiently large, randomised, con- 
trolled studies around emotional 
support animals. “Itis incredibly dif- 
ficult to conduct rigorous studies in 
this field,” she said. 

A pilot study by a team that 
included Hoy-Gerlach paired 11 par- 
ticipants with serious mental illness 
with a rescue dog or cat. The results 
suggest the participants experienced 
an improvement in their mental 


A toy poodle 
is transported 
ina pushchair 
for pets. Below, 
acat sits on 
the lap ofa 
person working 
from home 
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health wellbeing, with reductions 
seen in anxiety, depression and lone- 
liness. However, the pilot was small 
and lacked a control group. 

A key concern raised by Hoy- 
Gerlach is animal welfare, noting 
that being out and about could put 
animals in situations which caused 
them stress, a particular concern 
where undomesticated animals 
were involved. 

“An emotional support animalisn’t 
trained to be out in public,’ she said, 
adding by contrast service animals 
suchas guide dogs are given plenty of 
preparation to help them cope. 

Ratschen agreed. “If we then say 
those [emotional support] animals 
are allowed to travel on aeroplanes 
or enter, for example, crowded places 
where animals [are] not normally 
accepted, yes, of course, you could 
think that this will most likely incur 
substantial stress on them,” she said 

“If you imagine the peacock on 
the plane, do you think the peacock 
enjoyed it? Probably not.” 
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Men apologise over roles in 
‘vile’ video mocking killing 
of Northern Irish teacher 


Two men have apologised for their 
involvement in a “vile” video on 
social media of a group appearing to 
mock the murder ofa Northern Irish 
teacher on her honeymoon. 

The video, filmed in a room dec- 
orated with union flags and Orange 
Order paintings, features people 
chanting about the 2011 murder 
in Mauritius of the Irish language 
teacher Michaela McAreavey, the 
daughter of Mickey Harte, a Gaelic 
football manager. 

It has attracted condemnation 
from across the political spectrum 
and the Police Service of Northern Ire- 
land (PSNI) said it was investigating. 

In a statement sent to PA Media, 
John Bell and Andrew McDade said 
their part in the video was a matter 
of “deep shame and regret”. 

“We offer our sincerest and 


deepest apology to the Harte and 
McAreavey families, and indeed to 
wider society for our actions which 
whilst fuelled by alcohol, can neither 
be mitigated or excused in any shape 
or form,” they said. “Our apology is 
unequivocal, and our acceptance of 
wrongdoing is absolute.” 

They described the chantas “offen- 
sive, vileand wholly abhorrent” and 
said the video did not reflect “the val- 
ues of the loyal orders and the wider 
unionist and loyalist community”. 


She was killed in Mauritius in 2011 


McAreavey, 27, was strangled at 
the Legends Hotel in Mauritius when 
she returned to her room alone and 
disturbed a burglary, 10 days after 
marrying John McAreavey. No-one 
has been convicted of her murder. 

The PSNI said it was aware of the 
video and “examining the content to 
determine if any offences may have 
been committed”. 

The Orange Order called the clip 
“utterly abhorrent” and said it had 
launched its own investigation. 
A Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland 
spokesperson said: “The behaviour 
of those involved and their actions 
have no place in our society and cer- 
tainly do not reflect the ethos of our 
organisation.” 

Linfield Football Club said a volun- 
teer girls’? academy coach allegedly 
involved in the video had had his con- 
tract terminated. The construction 
supplies company Norman Emerson 
Group also said it was looking into the 
alleged involvement of an employee. 

Sinn Féin’s vice-president, 
Michelle O’Neill, said: “Hate and 
sectarianism have no place in our 
society. People deserve better. Love 
over hate will always win out.” 

The DUP leader, Sir Jeffrey Donald- 
son, labelled the video “vile” while 
the Ulster Unionist leader, Doug Beat- 
tie, said on Twitter that the video was 
“absolutely abhorrent”. 
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Tyres produce far more 
particle pollution than 
exhausts, tests show 


Damian Carrington 
Environment editor 


Almost 2,000 times more particle 
pollution is produced by tyre wear 
than is pumped out of the exhausts of 
modern cars, new tests have shown. 

The tyre particles pollute air, water 
and soil and contain a wide range of 
toxic organic compounds, including 
known carcinogens, analysts have 
found, suggesting tyre pollution 
could rapidly become a major issue 
for regulators. 

With air pollution causing mil- 
lions of early deaths a year globally, 
the requirement for better filters has 
reduced particle emissions from new 
cars’ exhaust pipes in developed 
countries. However, the increasing 
weight of cars means more particles 
are being thrown off by tyres as they 
wear on the road. 

Tests also revealed that tyres pro- 
duce more than a trillion ultrafine 
particles - smaller than 23 nano- 
metres - per kilometre driven. These 
are also emitted from exhausts and 
are of special concern to health, as 
their tiny size means they can enter 
organs via the bloodstream. Particles 
below 23nm are hard to measure and 
are not regulated in the EUorthe US. 

“Tyres are rapidly eclipsing the 
tailpipe as a major source of emis- 
sions from vehicles,” said Nick 
Molden of Emissions Analytics, the 
leading independent emissions test- 
ing company that did the research. 
“Tailpipes are now so clean for pol- 
lutants that, if you were starting out 
afresh, you wouldn’t even bother reg- 
ulating them.” 

He said an estimate of tyre particle 
emissions sparked the new work. 
“We came to a bewildering amount 
of material being released into the 
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Average emission of particles per 
kilometre from vehicle exhausts, 
which have filters to block pollution 
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Emission of particles per kilometre 
from used tyres - or 5,760mg/km 
with an aggressive driving style 
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environment - 300,000 tonnes of tyre 
rubber in the UK and US, just from 
cars and vans every year.” 

There are currently noregulations 
on either the wear rate of tyres or the 
chemicals they contain. Emissions 
Analytics has now determined the 
chemicals present in 250 different 
types of tyres, usually made from syn- 
thetic rubber derived from crude oil. 
“There are hundreds and hundreds 
of chemicals, many of which are car- 
cinogenic,” Molden said. “When you 
multiply it by the total wear rates, you 
get tosome very staggering figures as 
to what’s being released.” 

The wear rate of different tyre 
brands varies substantially and the 
toxic chemical content varies even 
more, he said, showing low-cost 
changes are feasible to cut their envi- 
ronmental impact. 

“Tt’s not about stopping people 
driving, or having to invent com- 
pletely different new tyres,” he said. 
“Ifyou could eliminate the worst half, 
and maybe bring them in line with 
the bestin class, you canmakeamas- 
sive difference. But at the moment, 
there’s no regulatory tool.” 

The tests of tyre wear were done 
on 14 different brands using a Mer- 
cedes C-Class driven normally on 
the road, withsome tested over their 
full lifetime. The real-world exhaust 
emissions were measured across four 
petrol SUVs, the most popular new 
cars, using 2019 and 2020 models. 

Used tyres produced 36mg of parti- 
cles per kilometre, 1,850 times higher 
than the 0.02mg/km average from the 
exhausts. A very aggressive - though 
legal - driving style sent particle 
emissions soaring to 5,760mg/km. 

The average weight of all cars has 
been increasing. But there has been 
particular debate over whether bat- 
tery electric vehicles (BEVs), which 
are heavier than conventional cars 
and can have greater wheel torque, 
may lead to more tyre particles being 
produced. Molden said a gentle 
driving style would produce fewer 
particles than fossil-fuelled cars 
driven badly, though on average he 
expected a slightly higher count of 
tyre particles from BEVs. 

Dr James Tate, of the University of 
Leeds, said the tyre test results were 
credible. “But it is very important to 
note that BEVs are becoming lighter 
very fast,” he said. 
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Bidens warned ‘fe 


National 


xting’ is no 


substitute for a good old row 


David Batty 


If you are the first lady, then having 
an argument with the US president 
via text message (or “fexting”, as Jill 
Biden called it) might keep marital 
disputes private from the Secret Ser- 
vice, but relationship experts have 
warned it could make things worse. 

Biden revealed this week how 
she and her husband, Joe, dis- 
creetly carry on arguments via text 


message in the White House. Accord- 
ing to relationship experts, arguing 
by text has become a problem com- 
monly raised in couples counselling 
in recent years. 

Counsellors and psychologists 
said text arguments could compound 
communication problems between 
couples because messages could be 
misconstrued without the sensory 
cues provided by facial expression, 
body language and intonation. 

Josh Smith, an Oxford-based cou- 
ples and families counsellor with 


AUS first lady, Jill Biden, admitted 
this week she liked to have 
arguments via text with her husband 


A Communication problems can be 
compounded if arguments are not 
conducted face to face, experts say 
PHOTOGRAPH: DEBROCKE/CLASSICSTOCK/GETTY 


Relate, said: “When you get a mes- 
sage, you don’t hear the quivering in 
their voice, the hurt. You might just 
see the anger.” 

He added that texts also risked 
“memorialising” rows, with phone 
and chat app messages often being 
brought up during therapy as arecord 
of troubled relationships. “It’s some- 
thing you can return to, fester over, 
or be upset by again.” 

Biden raised the issue in an inter- 
view with Harper’s Bazaar, albeit 
more humorously. The first lady 
said her husband had joked that 
a rude remark she made during a 
recent text spat would “go down in 
history” because presidential com- 
munications are preserved for the 


‘When you get a 
message, you don’t 
hear the quivering 
in the other person's 


voice, the hurt. You 
might just see anger’ 


Josh Smith 
Couples counsellor 


historical record. “I won’t tell you 
what I called him that time,” she told 
the magazine. 

Smith said that, as with the Bidens, 
a desire for discretion was acommon 
reason for couples to argue via text, 
although this was usually to hide con- 
flicts from their children rather than 
the Secret Service. 

The behavioural psychologist Jo 
Hemmings said some couples who 
have teenage children with whom 
they largely converse by text can 
slip into arguing with each other in 
the same way. “It seeps into how they 
start communicating with other peo- 
ple as well,” she added. 

However, Anjula Mutanda, a rela- 
tionship psychologist whois also the 
president of Relate, has seen parents 
successfully handling disputes with 
their teenage children via text. “What 
parents have been doing is texting 
their teenager upstairs to say, is eve- 
rything OK?” she said. “Sometimes 
for teenagers who are in the middle 
of emotional and psychological tur- 
moil, it’s easier to text their parents 
to say ‘?m OF’ or ‘?’m not OK,” 

Mutanda added that people may 
take more care in expressing their 
thoughts while composing text mes- 
sages than during a face-to-face row. 
“Tt gives you a moment to get out of 
emotional intensity into a much 
calmer headspace.” 

Experts agreed that text argu- 
ments most often occurred between 
couples where one partner avoided, 
or feared, face-to-face confrontation. 

Hemmings, who is also a dating 
coach, said these exchanges were 
generally initiated by the less secure 
partner in a relationship, usually a 
woman in a heterosexual couple. 

“It’s a cloak to hide behind, so 
youre not seeing anybody physically 
get angry or upset or distressed,” she 
said. “It doesn’t tend to have a par- 
ticularly good resolution.” 


Amonth 

in Ambridge 
Divorce: a 
plague upon 
the house 

of Aldridge 


The Archers 
Radio4 


Charlotte Higgins 


can only imagine that it must 
have been a bewildering 
month for Archers listeners 
of less than, oh, a decade’s 
standing. Who is this 
woman, they would be 
justified in asking, who has 
declared herself the longstanding 
manager of Grey Gables only, in 
fact, to announce her intention of 
quitting that defunct institution to 
fly to Alaska? 
Ah yes, sigh the Archers old- 
timers. Kathy Perks. Last uttered 


a word in 2015 - since when, 
notwithstanding events such as 
Gray Gables’ explosion, she has 
lurked in a cupboard apparently on 
an extended silent protest. 

Back in the day, she was married 
to the landlord of the Bull, Sid 
Perks, before he had an affair with 
Jolene (the occasion of a “sexy” 
game of hunt-the-soap, one of the 
ickiest moments in the history 
of Radio 4). Kathy herself had an 
affair with village copper - no, not 
Harrison, the one before, Dave 
Barry. Then she went out with 
Kenton, who’s now with Jolene. 
Keep up, won’t you? 

As Dolly Parton so wisely opined, 
“T wish that we could stop this 
D-I-V-O-R-C-E”. Chris and Alice’s 
uncoupling continues painfully, 
with the rapidly degenerating 


relations between the parties 
flavoured with greed, class 
resentment and regret. 

Neil, Chris’s father, is framing it 
as a battle between value systems. 
Is baby Martha best raised among 
the overprivileged polluters, 
adulterers and narcissists of Home 
Farm? Or by decent, hardworking 
folk like the Carter-Horrobin 
dynasty? Things aren’t black-and- 
white, though: Adam and Ian are all 
right, sort of, and Jenny Aldridge, 
though she has her blind spots, is 
surely tinged with saintliness. 

Things are going pretty badly 
for Tracy Horrobin: Grey Gables’ 
closure has put her out of a job, 
along with the rest of the workforce 
except Roy, a fact that has earned 
his car the thoughtful inscription 
“Judas”, applied by a mystery 


graffitist. Now Tracy’s car, though 
ungraffitied, is on the blink, and 
she’s even less likely to find work 
until she has the money to fix 

it. Jazzer has sold his tarantula, 
Webster, so he can move into Casa 
Horrobin and share the bills. Why 
hasn’t vicar Alan already set upa 
food bank in inflation- and cost-of- 
living-crisis-hit Ambridge? Tracy’s 
going to need one - in the short 
term, anyway. 

My crystal ball tells me that 
divorce will mark the breaking up 
of Home Farm, and the end of the 
Aldridges’ hegemony. The wheel of 
fortune will turn, the mighty will 
be cast down, the humble raised 
up, Chelsea Horrobin will become a 
celebrity hairdresser with her own 
haircare range and Mia will be the 
first Grundy to go to university. 


The Guardian Saturday 4 June 2022 


® 


Right to 
roam 
Campaign 
groups ‘let 
down’ by 
ministers 


Helena Horton 


hen countryside 

campaigners 

were invited to 

meet ministers 

and share 

“big, creative 
ideas” for “structural and systemic 
changes” around access to green 
spaces, they thought it could be too 
good to be true. Was the government 
listening, and were England’s 
archaic laws on countryside access 
about to change? 

Last summer, groups 
representing more than 20 million 
people who are active outdoors, 
including ramblers, canoeists 
and mountaineers, were asked to 
speak to officials from Defra and 
the Treasury to tell them how so 


National 


A Campaigners have been pressing 
for more access to the countryside 


many people are shut off from 
accessing green space because of 
trespass laws and other barriers. 
They were told that their responses 
would be collated and included 

in a groundbreaking government 
review into access to green space. 
This would be spearheaded by the 
then-minister Lord Agnew. 

After the meeting, many 
groups submitted painstakingly 
collated reports, hoping that as 
promised this review, the Agnew 
commission, would soon be 
released and include the exciting 
proposals to allow people to enjoy 
our woodlands and waterways. 

But this was not to be. Ben 
Seal, head of campaigns at British 
Canoeing, says: “After [the 


<Only 8% of 
land in England 
is not privately 
owned and open 
to members of 
the public to 
roam freely 
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meeting] we heard nothing, I 
wrote to Lord Agnew and Stephen 
Barclay. Neither responded. I 
hassled Defra and nothing really 
came back... Everything went 
quiet.” 

A few months later, the 
Treasury’s spending review came 
out, with great fanfare about 
proposed increases to green 
space. But those who attended the 
meeting say what was announced 
fell far short of what was discussed. 

Seal explains: “Something 
like £9m was allocated to ‘pocket 
parks’ and football pitches. 

This was a shocking climbdown 
from the ambition laid out for 
the commission. And then it all 
disappeared.” 


They were calling for increased 
access to nature, as there is a right 
to roam over just 8% of England; 
92% is privately owned. 

Currently the Countryside and 
Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000 
gives a legal right of public access 
to mountains, moorland, heaths, 
some downland and commons, 
alongside the more recently created 
England coast path. Campaigners 
want this to be extended to cover 
rivers, woods and green belt land. 

About 97% of rivers are off-limits 
to the public, and tens of thousands 
of hectares of woodland have 
benefited from public subsidy, yet 
remain publicly inaccessible. 

But the sudden shelving of the 
commission has caused many to 
believe the government is putting 
the desires of large landowners 
over the right for people to go 
on walks and picnics in the 
countryside. 

Kate Ashbrook, general secretary 
of the Open Spaces Society, said: 
“The Agnew commission was a 
huge disappointment. It intended 
to make recommendations for 
the spending review which would 
achieve a ‘quantum shift’ in access 
to the outdoors and nature, and it 
failed - but keeps the detail secret.” 

Campaigners have vowed to 
keep pressuring the government to 
release the review and its response 
to submissions. 

A government spokesperson 
said: “The Access to the Outdoors 
Commission findings were 
incorporated into the spending 
review, which is providing more 
than £30m across government to 
improve public access to green 
spaces in support of health, 
wellbeing, and the environment.” 
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Opening of the will 


residence in Zurich: 


Marshall née Barr. 


statutory entitlement. 


French, Italian — or in English. 


Inheritance Cases 
Post Office Box 
CH-8036 Zurich 


EL220107-L. On 19-01-2022 deceased, having had her last 


Joyce Margaret Grant née Campbell 
born 11 th March 1927 in Dumfries, Swiss citizen of Biel-Ben- 
ken BL, daughter of John Alexander Campbell and Margaret 


She left a valid will in which she named her heirs. The present 
is a call on all persons not included in the will, who — being 
relatives of the deceased person by parental descent — have a 


The heirs named in the will have the right to demand a certi- 
ficate of inheritance from the court, they also have the inheri- 
tance at their disposal if the statutory heirs of the deceased 
person do not oppose and raise their written objection at court 
within one month of the present publication (Art. 559 Swiss 
Civil Code). With their objection, the statutory heirs have to 
establish proof of their relationship to the deceased person. 
At court, they have the right to demand insight into the will 
as well as a copy of the will. If possible, petitions to the local 
court should be filed in one of the official languages — German, 


DISTRICT COURT OF ZURICH 


Stranger Things 
puts Kate Bush 
hit from 1985 
back in top 10 


Ben Beaumont-Thomas 


Kate Bush has returned to the top 10 
of the UK singles chart for only the 
third time since the 1980s, as Run- 
ning Up That Hill finds a new global 
audience after being used in the Net- 
flix drama Stranger Things. 

Bush’s song, which reached No 3 
onits initial release in 1985, isat No8 
this week, based on streams and 
downloads. After a slow start at the 
beginning of the week when it was 
well outside the top 100, its popu- 
larity grew as listeners sought it out 
following the premiere of Stranger 
Things’ fourth season on 27 May. 

It is now the most-streamed song 
on Spotify in the US and UK, slightly 
shy of Harry Styles’ As It Was in 
Spotify’s global chart, andin the same 
No 2 position on Apple Music. 

This is Running Up That Hill’s third 
appearance in the UK top 10 - it also 
re-entered in 2012 after being used in 
the closing ceremony of that year’s 
summer Olympics. Bush re-recorded 
the song at a slightly lower pitch to 
allow for changes to her voice. 
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John Crace’s 
Digested week 


Tatler’s guide to being 


posh and Long Covid 


both show I've no taste 


Monday 

Having Covid was unpleasant 
but mercifully brief, the worst of 
the symptoms gone in just over 

a week. But recovering from the 
after effects has turned out to be 
a bit of a haul. Even four months 
later I still have some signs of long 
Covid. Given the chance I would 
have a nap every afternoon, and 
Iam still unable to go to the gym 
without feeling totally wiped out. 

Coupled with this, my 
concentration has been all the 
place, and it’s only recently 
that I have been able to finish 
my first two books of the year. 
Step forward Sasha Swire’s 
wonderfully gossipy Diary of an 
MP’s Wife, which gave the inside 
view of the Tory government 
between 2010 and 2019, and 
Abi Morgan’s This Is Not a Pity 
Memoir, her unsparing yet 
loving and uplifting account of 
the devastation her husband’s 
illness caused. Do read both if you 
haven’t already. 

One thing that hasn’t improved 
is my sense of taste. Almost 
everything I eat is reduced toa 
tasteless mush. Like chewing my 
way through cardboard. The one 
exception is curry - even a korma 
- which burns my mouth so badly 
as to be inedible. It doesn’t make 
me the best lunch companion 
and no one seems to have a clue 
when or if my taste buds will ever 


return to normal. Still, nice to know 
that, according to the government, 
Covid is over. 


Tuesday 

Just what will it take to force Boris 
Johnson out of Downing Street? 
The public already seems to have 
made up its mind, as the latest 
opinion polls, done after the Sue 
Gray report had been published, 
show 66% of the country thinks 
Johnson should be removed as 
prime minister. 

That figure is now probably 
much higher after it emerged 
Johnson called for Dilyn the Dog 
to be “summarily dispatched” for 
barking outside in the garden while 
the prime minister was trying to 
draft his response to Sue Gray. 
This was apparently the third time 
Johnson had called for his dog’s 
execution. The British will tolerate 
someone who causes suffering to 
people, but they won’t put up with 
cruelty to animals. Operation Save 
Little Dog is in full swing. 

Yet the Convict’s fate is now 
in the hands of his own MPs, and 
Westminster has spent the recess 
trying to work out how close we are 
to the 54 letters required for a vote 
of no confidence. 

Certainly, Johnson thinks the 
writing is on the wall. He’s been 
on the phone to potential rebels 
promising them ministerial gigs 
if they stick with him. At this rate 


there won’t be a single MP without 
a government post. 


Wednesday 

The Convict’s efforts to move on 
from Partygate are not proving to 
be as effective as he would like. 
First, we had a passive-aggressive 
letter from the prime minister’s 
standards adviser, Christopher 
Geidt, suggesting there was not 
much point in him doing his job as 
Johnson’s solution to rule-breaking 
was to investigate himself and 
find himself innocent. Then today 
Johnson tried to claw back the 
“Waitrose Woman” vote with an 
interview with Mumsnet. 

The first question set the tone. 
How could anyone trust a habitual 
liar? To which the Convict could 
only lie that he didn’t habitually 
lie. It was all downhill from there. 
On childcare he maintained that 
changing a nappy was an act of 
supreme self-sacrifice rather than 
the bare minimum. It was also clear 
he had never read a book to his 
kids. But the one question I’d have 


This isn't 
much ofa 


party. No 
one’s started 
fighting or 
thrown up 
inabin 
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Ithink I've 
just seen 
Prince 
Andrew! 


liked to have been asked is: what 
was the “inappropriately handled” 
item the Chequers housekeeper 
supposedly found in the bathroom. 


Thursday 

Tatler magazine has compiled a 
list of the must-have essentials for 
those who want to be considered 
posh. Top of the list are an 
ornamental lake and a rewilded 
estate. Here I’m struggling. Back 
in the early 90s we did have a 
tiny pond, but I don’t think that 
counts. And far from rewilding, 
my gardening efforts are mainly 
directed at stopping weeds from 
killing the plants I want. 

For inside, Tatler recommends 
a Piet Mondrian mural. Though if 
you can’t afford one, it suggests 
you get specially commissioned 
wallpaper to create the same effect. 
I think ’ll pass as it sounds a bit 
tacky and overwhelming. Perhaps 
I’m too posh for this one. 

I'll also give a miss to the haute 
couture nursery for the kids. Partly 
because Anna is going to be 30 next 
month - where did all the years 
go? - and she might think it a bit 
odd if we filled her old bedroom 
with baby kitsch. Robbie has no 
choice. His room has long since 
been taken over by my wife as her 
pottery studio. I do pass the posh 
test with a blue tick on my Twitter 
account, courtesy of working for 
the Guardian, but I fail on the 
ownership of a Grayson Perry - 


though I do have several pots by 
ceramicists I personally like more 
than Perry. So a bit posh, maybe. 


Friday 
I managed to miss the Queen’s 
silver jubilee entirely back in 1977. 
I was sharing a house in Exeter 
with Ashley, a lovely Irishman 
(we're still good friends), and he 
suggested we escape the whole 
thing and head off to Dublin for the 
week. All the other jubilees have 
also rather passed me by, largely 
because they are almost impossible 
to tell apart. There’s always a 
parade with soldiers marching 
up and down while the royals sit 
motionless on horses, wearing 
huge furry animals on their head. 
If you’re a republican who is 
bored with all the pageantry, I 
can recommend a top debate this 
afternoon as part of Sotheby’s 
jubilee arts festival in London. 
Actually, it’s not so mucha 
debate as a bear-off, to determine 
whether Pooh or Paddington is 
the nation’s favourite. Pooh has 
his admirers, not least those who 
detect in his living in the moment 
a great Tao master, but the orphan 
and refugee Paddington was my 
childhood companion. I still have 
all the books. Though I can’t help 
wondering if Paddington hasn’t let 
Hollywood turn his head a little. 
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Palestine 
Action activists 
use smoke 
grenades and 
blood-red 
paint to protest 
outside the 
London offices 
of the Israel- 
based defence 
company Elbit 
Systems on 
Tuesday 
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EKyewitnessed 


Dua Lipa 
performs in 
Barcelona on 
Wednesday 
during her 
Future Nostalgia 
world tour 
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The sun rises 
over a poppy 
field near 
Wimborne 
Minster, Dorset 
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The Queen, 
Prince Charles, 
and the Duke 
and Duchess of 
Cambridge with 
their children 
at Buckingham 
Palace for the 
jubilee 
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A bald eagle 
that has just 
caught a fishin 
Arizona, US. 
The birds are 

§ classified as 
endangered by 
state and federal 
authorities 
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§) <Liverpool 

_ fans celebrate 
| ona bus stop 
_ during the club’s 
end-of-season 
parade in the 
city last Sunday, 
following the 
- team’s return 
_ from their 
__ defeat by Real 
Madrid in the 
Champions 
League final 
in Paris 
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A diver 
takes part in 
the Australian 
team trials in 
Melbourne for 
the Birmingham 
Commonwealth 
Games, being 
held from 28 
July to 8 August 
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A magical-realist retelling 


with inspired touches 


Like Water for Chocolate 
Royal Opera House, London 


ot all choreographers 
are good directors, 
but Christopher 
Wheeldon is. Even 
when dealing with 
atricky text like 
Laura Esquivel’s magical realist 
novel Like Water for Chocolate, his 
is a steady hand. His choreography 
comes in a telepathic relationship 
with the melody and mystery 
of Joby Talbot’s score, and Bob 
Crowley’s designs inspired by the 
Mexican architect Luis Barragan 
give asense of heat and isolation, 
and some arresting coups de 
theatre. 
It’s the story of Tita (Francesca 


Hayward) and Pedro (Marcelino 
Sambé), deeply in love but 
forbidden to marry: Tita must 
care for her demanding mother 
(a fierce Laura Morera, especially 
when she returns as a ghost). Pedro 
marries Tita’s sister, to stay close 
to his true love, but that motive is 
one example of an emotional beat 
that could be missed by audience 
members who haven’t read 
Esquivel’s book or seen the film. 
This show rewards a little research. 
There are other details that 
Wheeldon nails: a clever motif 
using ribbons to represent 
marriage; the death of the 
beloved cook Nacha, her soul 
visibly escaping. Expertly crafted 
ensemble scenes are full of buoyant 
energy, action and rhythm. And 
the pas de deux are playful, 
with inventive imagery. Sambé, 
especially when off on a solo 
flourish, is bursting with unfulfilled 
yearning, his body full of feeling 
and muscular power. And in the 


supporting cast Cesar Corrales is 
on fire as a revolutionary soldier, a 
small part he makes count. 

As the house cook, Tita’s 
emotions are passed through her 
food, sending those who consume 
it into fits of despair or passion. 
Her sister Gertrudis (Anna Rose 
O’Sullivan) is overtaken by raging 
libido in the only scene that’s 
tonally off, a chorus of men in 
Aladdin-esque costumes (although 
O’Sullivan riding off on a giant 


Francesca 
Hayward and 
Marcelino 
Sambé as the 
thwarted lovers 
Tita and Pedro 
in an engrossing 
interpretation 
of Like Water 
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puppet horse is fun). The climactic 
pas de deux involves a lot of 

hefty lifting and carrying versus 
tenderness and ecstatic connection 
- Talbot bringing in a singer at this 
point, however, is inspired. But 
even despite this and other caveats, 
the solidity of the production and 
imagination of Esquivel’s world 
keep this ballet an engrossing, 
propulsive, fulfilling watch. 
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Zelenskiy remains defiant 
as Kremlin vows to fight 
till ‘all goals are achieved’ 


Ukraine will fight off Russia’s inva- 
sion, the country’s president, 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, has said, while 
the Kremlin pledged to persist until 
“all our goals have been achieved” 
as Moscow’s war entered its 100th 
day with Russian troops pounding 
the Donbas region. 

“Victory shall be ours,” Zelenskiy 
saidina video featuring the same key 
ministers and advisers who appeared 
with him in a defiant broadcast 
on 24 February, the day his Rus- 
sian counterpart, Vladimir Putin, 
launched his unprovoked assault. 

“Our team is much bigger,” Zelen- 
skiy declared yesterday. “The armed 
forces of Ukraine are here. Most 
importantly, our people, the people 
of our country, are here. We have 
been defending Ukraine for 100 days 
already ... Glory to Ukraine.” 

In Moscow, the Kremlin’s offi- 
cial spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, 
insisted “certain results have been 
achieved” by Russia’s “military oper- 
ation”, pointing to what he called the 
“liberation” of some areas from the 
“pro-Nazi armed forces of Ukraine”. 

Tens of thousands have been 
killed, millions sent fleeing and towns 
reduced to rubble since the start of 
the invasion, with Russia’s forces - 
repelled from around the capital, 
Kyiv, by fierce Ukrainian resistance 
-now focused on capturing the east. 

Moscow has seized about a fifth of 
Ukrainian territory, tripling the land 
underits occupation since 2014 when 
it took Crimea and parts of Donbas, 
where some of the fiercest fighting 
is centred on the industrial city of 
Sievierodonetsk. 


A park surrounded by destroyed buildings in Borodianka, north of Kyiv 


“This war has - and will have - 
no winner,’ said Amin Awad, the 
UN’s assistant secretary-general. 
“Rather, we have witnessed for 100 
days what is lost: lives, homes, jobs 
and prospects.” 

Zelenskiy’s office said fierce 
fighting continued in the centre of 
Sievierodonetsk yesterday, with 
the invading forces “shelling civil- 
ian infrastructure and Ukrainian 
military”. The Luhansk regional gov- 
ernor, Serhiy Gaidai, said Russian 
troops were “levelling everything”. 

Accusing Moscow’s forces of 
destroying hospitals, schools and 
roads, he said the resistance was 
confined to about a fifth of the city, 
with Ukrainian troops still holding a 
sprawling steel and chemical plant. 

The situation in Lysychansk, 
Sievierodonetsk’s twin city across 
the River Donets, also looked bad, 
with about 60% of infrastructure 
and housing destroyed and inter- 
net, mobile phone and gas services 
all out of operation, according to the 
mayor, Oleksandr Zaika. 

Ukraine’s defence minister, Oles- 
kiy Reznikov, said Ukrainian forces 
had some success in Sievierodonetsk 
overnight, adding that artillery crews 
were already training on new Himars 
and MLRS rocket systems pledged by 
the US and Britain. 

Washington said it expected about 
three weeks of training would be 


Amin Awad 
United Nations 
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needed before Ukraine can begin 
using the rockets, which could tar- 
get Russian rear supply lines and help 
negate Russia’s artillery firepower 
advantage at the front. 

Russia’s recent massive assault in 
the east has been one of the deadli- 
est phases of the war, with Moscow 
making slow but steady progress, 
squeezing the defenders inside a 
pocket in the Luhansk and Donetsk 
regions that make up Donbas. 

Amid rising fears of a global food 
crisis, the head of the African Union 
- the Senegalese president, Macky 
Sall - met Putin in the Black Sea port 
of Sochi to raise concerns about the 
war’s consequences for thecontinent. 

Russia and Ukraine account 
for nearly a third of global wheat 
supplies, while Russiais also a big fer- 
tiliser exporter and Ukraine is a major 
exporter of corn and sunflower oil. 
Ukrainian exports have been halted 
by a Russian blockade of the coun- 
try’s ports, while western sanctions 
have cut off access to Russian output. 

Sall asked Putin to “be aware that 
our countries, even if they are far 
from the theatre, are victims on an 
economic level” of the conflict. “That 
is really creating serious threats to 
the food security of the continent,” 
Sall said. Putin did not mention grain 
supplies to reporters but said Rus- 
sia was “always on Africa’s side” and 
was now keen to improve coopera- 
tion. “We place great importance on 
our relations with African counties,” 
he said. 

Turkey said it expected progress 
onaplanto unlock grain exports from 
Ukraine’s Black Sea ports when Rus- 
sia’s foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, 
visits the country next week. Both 
Moscow and Kyiv want a solution to 
the crisis, a Turkish official said. 

Though hurdles remain - such as 
mines in the Black Sea - the official 
said Moscow could “take further pos- 
itive steps” after it said on Thursday 
it was open to the plan. 

Turkey has already said it is ready 
to take on a role within an “observa- 
tion mechanism” ifa deal is reached, 
potentially involving a Turkish naval 
escort for tankers leaving Ukraine. 
Turkey’s foreign minister, Mevliit 
Cavusoglu, hosts his Russian coun- 
terpart for talks on the plan on 8 June. 

Belarus was ready to allow the 
transit of Ukraine’s grain to BalticSea 
ports ifitis also allowed to ship Bela- 
rusian goods, the country’s leader, 
Alexander Lukashenko, was quoted 
as saying. Exports from Ukraine via 
Belarus have been one of the options 
in discussions led by the UN. 


Ukraine asks: why weren't 


we ready for Putin attack? 


Kyiv 


hen Russia’s 

invasion 

of Ukraine 

began in the 

early hours of 

24 February, 
with mass missile strikes and the 
advance ofa land force from several 
directions, many key Ukrainian 
officials were apparently caught by 
surprise. Some were fast asleep. 

There had been rumours ofa 

Russian invasion for weeks, and the 
previous evening US and Ukrainian 


intelligence received information 
that pointed to an invasion that 
night with almost certainty. Yet 
there was little in the way of 
last-minute efforts to fortify towns 
close to the border, or to warn 
citizens to brace for the inevitable. 
The president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, was at home with his 
wife and children. Officials in 
charge of regions close to the 
border, and mayors of cities 
containing strategic military 
targets, have told the Guardian in 
interviews that they were in bed 
and woke up in shock at the sound 
of booms, rather than having 
spent the final hours of peace 


Saturday 4 June 2022 The Guardian 


@ 


Spain suffering from 
shortage of waiters 
Page 41 


Neighbours staff not 
given redundancy pay 
Page 42 


coordinating the defence of their 
towns. It is possible it would not 
have made a difference anyway 
but, as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
reaches the 100-day mark, some are 
starting to look back at the period 
in the buildup to the war and askif 
more could have been done. 

There is widespread 
acknowledgment, even among 
Zelenskiy’s political opponents, 
that his wartime leadership has 
been defiant and inspirational. But 
along with the praise there are also 
questions about those weeks before 
the war, in January and February. 

Why did Zelenskiy remain 
sceptical of the increasingly 
alarming warnings from US 
intelligence that Vladimir Putin was 
planning a full-scale invasion? 

“We don’t want to initiate an 
investigation for a while but we 
cannot avoid it in the future,” 
said Volodymyr Ariev, an MP with 
the European Solidarity party 
of the former president, Petro 
Poroshenko. He said his party 
pushed for weeks in the run-up to 


the invasion for the government to 
take the threat more seriously. 

For much of January and 
February, the Americans were 
claiming privately and publicly that 
their intelligence showed there was 
avery high likelihood that Russia’s 
military buildup was not a bluff. 

Zelenskiy, meanwhile, was 
impressing on the Americans that 
he had to balance preparations for 
war with concerns for the economy, 
and telling Ukrainians not to panic. 


“If everyone thinks there will be 
war tomorrow, the economy will 
be in real trouble,” a government 
official said at the time. 

In the first weeks of the year, 
Ukraine’s long-planned “territorial 
defence” structures were 
formalised, and some Ukrainians 
began to search for their nearest 
bomb shelter, as the talk of war 
hung in the air. But few people 
genuinely believed the threat 
was real, and many millions 


A wounded 
man is helped 
away after his 
Kyiv home was 
destroyed by 
‘ shellinginMarch 
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did not make even elementary 
preparations for full-scale conflict 
and weeks of life in bomb shelters 
or basements. For some, this would 
have terrible consequences. 

Many people were reassured 
by the calming messaging coming 
from senior Ukrainian officials. 

In late January, Zelenskiy called 
the US warnings of possible war 
a “mistake”. On 6 February, his 
adviser Mykhailo Podolyak said 
chances of resolving the crisis with 
negotiations were “substantially 
higher” than an attack. 

Ukrainian officials became 
increasingly frustrated with 
Washington’s public warnings. 
When US defence officials briefed 
media outlets that Russia had 
moved supplies of blood close 
to the border, seen as a sign of 
imminent military action, Ukraine’s 
deputy defence minister, Hanna 
Maliar, denied the report. “The 
purpose of such information is 
to spread panic and fear in our 
society,” she said. 

But as February went on, US 
officials became more and more 
convinced that the Ukrainians - and 
some European allies - were not 
taking the threat seriously enough. 

There were frequent phone 
conversations between officials in 
Washington and Kyiv. 

On 11 February, the US embassy 
in Kyiv called in diplomats froma 
large number of embassies in the 
city. The visitors were brought toa 
secure part of the embassy, small 
groups at a time, and handed sheets 
of paper on which was printed 
information about the likelihood 
and severity of Russian military 
action, according to three people 
with knowledge of the meetings. 
They were allowed to take notes 
but not to take the papers away. 

Soon after, the remaining US 
diplomats in Kyiv were evacuated 
to Lviv. “It isn’t just time to 
leave Ukraine, it is past time 
to leave Ukraine,” a senior US 


administration official said. Several 
other embassies followed. 

Ukrainian intelligence was also 
receiving its own information and, 
around 17 February, it got word 
about anumber of Russian military 
orders that had been signed off 
that suggested something major 
was brewing. But still there was 
disbelief that this could mean the 
Americans had been right all along. 

“Most people believed it would 
be limited to something in the 
Donbas and the Russians would 
not try the full-scale operation,” 
said a source close to the Ukrainian 
intelligence services. 

Some people in the services 
were much more worried than 
others. “You could tell from what 
people were saying to you, and how 
worried they were, which foreign 
intelligence services they had 
contacts in,” said the source. 

When the invasion did come, 
Zelenskiy and his team ignored 
offers from western countries to 
evacuate, and provided spirited 
leadership that helped kickstart the 
fierce Ukrainian defence efforts. 

For now, this bravery and 
determination, as well as the 
need for unity during wartime, 
has prevented any backlash over 
possible mistakes in the buildup. 

Serhiy Taruta, an MP who in 2014 
was the Kyiv-appointed governor 
of the Donetsk region, said it was 
too early to raise issues, but later a 
discussion would be necessary. 

“Of course there are a lot of 
questions, the Russians were 
already drawing the letter Z on 
their equipment and everyone 
was saying something is coming, 
and our guys here were saying 
‘don’t worry’. But that’s for after 
the war. Now is the time for the 
consolidation of society,” he said. 

In retrospect, perhaps the best 
argument for why many in the 
Ukrainian elite did not believe the 
US intelligence could be accurate 
can be found in the dismal failure of 
Russia’s attempt to take the major 
cities of Kyiv and Kharkiv. 

“It just didn’t compute,” said 
the source close to the intelligence 
services. “A takeover of Kyiv and 
the whole country in a few days? 
We thought it would be a disaster 
for Russia. And it was. We didn’t 
think Putin could be that stupid.” 
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‘The past is messy’ Odesa divided by move 


to purge city of its Russian street names 


Luke Harding 
Odesa 


tanding in front ofa 

statue of a gruff-looking 

Soviet general, Peter 

Obukhov explains his 

plan to purge Russian 

names from the city of 
Odesa. “The things written here 
are unacceptable. You can see the 
word Kremlin. And there’s Lenin’s 
face as well,” he says, pointing to an 
inscription beneath the monument 
to Rodion Malinovsky. 

Obukhov is a deputy in Odesa’s 
city parliament. He says he does 
not want to pull down Malinovsky’s 
statue, a fate that has befallen 
Lenin sculptures across Ukraine. 
The Soviet defence minister was 
born in Odesa and liberated the city 


from the Nazis during the second 
world war. “I would rewrite the 
sign and get rid of the communist 
symbols. We need the truth,” 
Obukhov says. 

He has proposed a campaign 
of de-Russification once Vladimir 
Putin’s war against Ukraine 
comes to an end. Nobody quite 
knows when that might be. In the 
meantime, Obukhov has drawn 
up alist of historical figures who 
have given their names to streets 
in Odesa, a Russian-speaking port. 
Some are from its imperial past, 
others date from the USSR era. 

Acceptable names are marked in 
green. These include anyone witha 
connection to Odesa. Pushkin is on 
the list despite supporting Russia’s 
1831 war against the Poles. The 
poet wrote part of his masterpiece 
Eugene Onegin in the city, where 


he lived for 11 months. Catherine 
the Great, Odesa’s founder, makes 
the cut, together with the writers 
Nikolai Gogol and Ivan Bunin. 
Catherine’s celebrated general 
Alexander Suvorov, however, is 
onatred list of names. Obukhov 


describes Suvorov as a “symbol of 
Russian imperial militancy” and 
wants the Odesa district named 
after him to be called something 
else. He proposes purging Russian 
locations (Baikal, Omsk, Rostov) 
and getting rid of Dmitry Donskoy, 


<A monument 

2 honouring the 
founders of 

Odesa, including 

Catherine the 

Great of Russia, 

4 pictured before 

the warina 

city square 


a14th century Moscow prince. 

Ina poll of Odesa residents 44% 
backed de-Russification, 36% 
were opposed, and 7% voted to 
bring back communist-era names. 
This minority was largely made 
up of pensioners, Obukhov says, 
nostalgic for the Soviet Union. 

The city got rid of Soviet Army 
Boulevard and Karl Marx Street, 
now Bunin Street, after Ukraine 
became independent in 1991. 

Trundling through Odesa on 
an electrical sightseeing car, the 
tour guide Larisa Otkalenko says 
she “probably” supports the name 
changes. “You can’t print what 
I think about Putin because it’s 
rude. What I can say is his view of 
history is completely untrue. It’s 
bunk,” she says. “Yes, Odesaisa 
Russian-speaking city. But it’s also 
multinational and cosmopolitan.” 

Otkalenko says the territory 
originally belonged to the Ottoman 
Turks. The commander who seized 
their Black Sea fortress, José de 
Ribas, was a Spaniard serving in the 
Russian military. 

The city’s first governor, the 
Duke of Richelieu, was a French 
aristocrat. It was Richelieu who 
seeded the acacia trees that line 
Odesa’s boulevards. A Flemish 
engineer, Franz de Volan, drew up 
the city’s street grid. 

Other foreigners who lived and 
settled in Odesa included Greeks, 
Poles and Italians, Otkalenko 
explains. Odesa was once the third 
biggest Jewish city in the world, 
after New York and Warsaw, she 
adds. Most Jews perished between 
1941-44 in the Nazi occupation. 

“We don’t need Russia to save 
us. We can take care of ourselves,” 
Otkalenko says. “Our beautiful city 
was known as little Paris.” 

One of her customers, however, 
is not convinced by the plan. 
Natasha Smirnova, an Odesa 
resident, had taken her 10-year-old 
daughter Anja on the sightseeing 
tour that goes past the city’s 
Primorsky Boulevard, overlooking 
Odesa’s harbour. Smirnova says she 
is opposed to changing the name 
of the seaside Suvorovskiy district 
where she lives. 

“The past is messy,” she says. 
“But it’s ours. Street names area 
part of that.” 

Otkalenko’s tour ends opposite 
an art nouveau mansion on 
Derybasivska Street, Odesa’s 
pedestrian boulevard, which is 
named after Ribas. 

“History is the servant of all ages 
and epochs,” she says. 


Kyiv renews diplomatic push for 
speedy membership of the EU 


Shaun Walker 
Kyiv 


Ukrainian officials are embarking on 
aconcerted diplomatic push to start 
the country’s journey towards EU 
membership, as scepticism remains 
in a number of western European 
capitals abouta fast-track approach. 

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, 
many in Europe, including Ursula 
von der Leyen, the president of the 


European Commission, have spoken 
in favour of putting Ukraine on a 
speedy path to EU accession by grant- 
ing it candidate status. 

However there are doubts in Ber- 
lin, Paris and other capitals over 
whether itis possible to begin the for- 
mal process before a leaders’ summit 
this month that is expected to decide 
on the issue. 

“Tt will be very hard to say no, but 
it will be even harder to say yes,” said 
one European diplomat. 


Ultimately, the decision is likely 
to come down to personal discus- 
sion between European leaders at 
the summit, with the positions of 
the French president, Emmanuel 
Macron, and Germany’s chancellor, 
Olaf Scholz, seen as crucial. 

Some people have floated alter- 
natives, such as giving Ukraine a 
commitment to candidate status 
later, or admitting it toa broader and 
looser framework of countries with- 
out granting full membership. 

Olha Stefanishyna, Ukraine’s 
deputy prime minister with respon- 
sibility for European integration, said 
either of these outcomes would be 
extremely disappointing. “If Euro- 
pean leaders keep going in the same 


way they were before 24 February, in 
terms of speed, ambiguity anda lack 
of willingness to irritate Putin, this 
would bea major failure of Europeas 
aproject,” she said, speaking in Paris 
during a European tour to shore up 
support for candidate status. 

“Ukraine wants a legal commit- 
ment and not a political promise,” 
she added, citing the 1994 Budapest 
memorandum - under which Ukraine 
gave upits nuclear weapons - and the 
2008 promise of future membership 
of Nato as pledges the west had not 
fulfilled, which had made Ukraine 
weaker politically. 

“There have been three wars since 
2008, so we call on leaders to refrain 
from more political promises, and 


instead to start the legal decisions 
which would pave the way fora Euro- 
pean track for Ukraine,” she said. 
Amonth ago, Ukraine’s president, 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, said Ukraine 
should be granted candidate status 
“right now, in the condition of war, 
within the framework of a special 
shortened procedure for obtaining 
EU membership”. He was backed by 
Von der Leyen, who in April visited 
Kyiv and handed Zelenskiy a ques- 
tionnaire that forms the first stage 
of the candidacy process. 
Candidate status is just the first 
step in a long process towards full 
membership but even that is under 
question, with France, Germany and 
the Netherlands among sceptics. 
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Biden plea for gun 
control draws fire 
and praise from 
the usual quarters 


Victoria Bekiempis 


Joe Biden’s impassioned plea for a 
ban on assault weapons and high- 
capacity magazines in the US was 
met with mixed reactions from 
politicians. 

Some Democrats responded to the 
US president’s address to the nation 
by praising his leadership on a crisis 
that has horrified many Americans 
in recent weeks, while some Repub- 
licans framed the president’s speech 
as liberal misdirection as they con- 
tinue to support gun rights. 


Biden’s emotional and fiery speech 
came in the wake of mass shootings at 
asupermarket in Buffalo, New York; 
an elementary school in Uvalde, 
Texas; anda medical centre in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma. The Buffalo, Uvalde and 
Tulsa shootings killed 10, 21, and four 
people, respectively. 

The Maryland senator Ben Car- 
din, a Democrat, praised Biden’s 
entreaty for gun legislation. “Thank 
you @POTUS for having the courage 
to speak from your heart,” Cardin 
said on Twitter. “You outlined com- 
monsense measures every Member 
of Congress should support if they 
truly care about protecting American 


lives. I hope all my colleagues were 
listening - and show similar courage 
in the days ahead.” 

The Democratic Pennsylvania 
senator Bob Casey Jr voiced similar 
sentiments. “President Biden is right 
about this: it is unconscionable for 
anyone, Republican or Democrat, to 
not want to even debate common- 
sense gun safety proposals,” he said. 

“We were still burying the victims 
of Buffalo when all eyes turned to 
Uvalde, Pittsburgh, and Tulsa.” 

The Democratic Virginia senator 
Tim Kaine said: “Glad to have acom- 
passionate leader in @POTUS whois 
willing to listen and act. The majority 
of Americans support commonsense 
steps to reduce gun violence - like 
universal background checks. ’m 
urging my Senate colleagues to heed 
the calls for action NOW” 

Amy Klobuchar, a Democratic 
senator from Minnesota, employed 
similar language in a tweet about 
firearm reform after Biden’s speech. 
“There are a lot of things the major- 
ity of Americans support: protecting 
choice, commonsense gun legisla- 
tion, and lowering drug costs. It’s 
time to listen to what the people want 
and act,” she said. 

But the reaction among some 
conservatives was starkly different. 
They followed a familiar rightwing 


tc) 
A A cousin of 10-year-old victim 
Eliahna Torres leaves a message 


playbook of accusing those who 
advocate gun reforms of politicising 
the shootings and ignoring the broad 
popularity of gun ownership in the 
US - though few Democrats suggest 
any attack on the right to own guns. 

Darrell Issa, a Republican Cali- 
fornia congressman, called Biden’s 
address divisive. “President Biden 
had the opportunity tonight to help 
unite the country. He didn’t. He 
lashed out at everyone who doesn’t 
share his gun control agenda,” Issa 
said ina tweet. “Then he demanded 
voters elect more Democrats. His 
worst speech yet.” 

The Republican Texas senator 


Ted Cruz, who has argued schools 
would be safer with asingle entrance 
guarded by armed police, echoed 
this opinion. “Tonight Biden chose 
to double down on hard-left divisive 
politics,” Cruz said on Twitter. 

Marjorie Taylor Greene, a far-right 
Georgia representative, tweeted: 
“Democrats refuse to prosecute vio- 
lent crimes in Democrat cities all over 
the country, and refuse to protect 
your children at school with armed 
security.” 

Biden’s speech, and the reac- 
tions that have ensued, unfolded 
as a bipartisan group of senators is 
negotiating gun law reforms. The 
Republican Maine senator Susan 
Collins has said the group is “making 
rapid progress” and the Democratic 
Connecticut senator Chris Murphy 
has voiced optimism about the talks. 

But many observers are sceptical 
that any meaningful changes can be 
passed at the federal level owing to 
the difficulties of overcoming Repub- 
lican opposition in the Senate. 

At the state level, calls for reform 
will probably have mixed results. On 
Thursday the New York state legis- 
lature passed a robust package of 
firearms bills that prohibits most 
civilians from buying body armour, 
and raised the age requirement for 
buying a semi-automatic rifle to 21. 


Different 
this time? 
NRA makes 
agreement 
improbable 


David Smith 

Washington 

| nough!” President 
Joe Biden repeated 
that word 11 times 
during a televised 
address to the 
American people on 


Thursday night as he lamented how 
schools and other public places had 
been turned into “killing fields” by 
gun violence. 

“After Columbine, after 
Sandy Hook, after Charleston, 
after Orlando, after Las Vegas, 
after Parkland, nothing has 
been done,” the US leader said 
against a backdrop of 56 candles 
representing gun violence in all 50 
states and six territories. “This time 
that can’t be true. This time we 
must actually do something.” 

But just before Biden’s speech 
there were reminders of exactly 
how hard that will be. 

During a congressional hearing 
on gun safety a Republican 
representative, Greg Steube of 
Florida, taking part remotely, 
brandished various pistols and 
declared: “I’m in my house, Ican do 
whatever I want with my guns.” 

America’s political checks and 


A Biden with 56 
candles for the 
50 US states and 
six territories 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
KEVIN DIETSCH/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


‘After Columbine, 
after Sandy Hook 
... nothing has been 
done. This time we 


must actually do 
something’ 


Joe Biden 
In his televised address 


balances ensure presidents are 

far from omnipotent. Biden, like 
Barack Obama before him, has 
run into a wall of obstruction from 
Republicans in Congress. 

In the decade since the massacre 
of 20 children at Sandy Hook 
elementary school in 2012, the 
National Rifle Association (NRA) 
has spent more than $100m to help 
elect Republicans who support 
its agenda. That included $30m 
to help Donald Trump get elected 
president in 2016. 

Gun culture in America has 
become entrenched as an identity 
symbol for conservatives and the 
Trump base. Four in 10 Americans 
live ina household with a gun, 
while 30% say they personally own 
one, according to a 2021 survey by 
Pew Research Center thinktank. 
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Povop Sh etek 
No Republican has ever been 
punished for promoting firearms 
too hard in primary elections, 
which tend to reward those who 
shout loudest. In a hyperpartisan 
era there is little political incentive 
for them to strike a deal with Biden. 
But after last month’s fatal 
shooting of 19 pupils and two 
teachers at an elementary school 
in Uvalde, Texas, and data showing 
guns are the No 1 killer of children 
in the US, some Democrats and 
activists have expressed hope that 
this time things will be different. 
Senator Chris Murphy, a 
Democratic from Connecticut, 
scene of the Sandy Hook shooting, 
has vowed not to let the perfect be 
the enemy of the good, pointing 
toa willingness among some 
Republicans to compromise. 


If that is true - and itis a big 
if - there is little chance that the 
evenly divided Senate would meet 
the specific demands that Biden 
made on Thursday night, including 
aban on assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines that allow 
agun to fire dozens of rounds in 
seconds. The president also pushed 
for stronger background checks 
on gun buyers and to repeal legal 
immunity for gun manufacturers. 

The House of Representatives, 
where Democrats have a slender 
majority, has already passed some 
gun control measures such as 
expanding background checks, 
which have broad public support in 
opinion polls. But these are likely to 
stall in the Senate. 

The hostile reaction to Biden’s 
intervention gave an insight into 
how unlikely he is to succeed. 

The NRA said his proposals would 
infringe on the rights of law- 
abiding gun owners. A Fox News 
contributor, Mollie Hemingway, 
the editor-in-chief of the Federalist 
online magazine, described 

the president’s remarks as an 
“impeachable offence”. 

The proposed assault weapons 
ban is an example of how reform is 
becoming harder. As Biden noted, 
there was a sucha law in 1994, 
passed with bipartisan support in 
Congress. But Republicans allowed 
it to expire a decade later during the 
presidency of George W Bush. Since 
the weapons went back on sale, 
Biden said, mass shootings tripled. 

The US has a higher rate of gun 
deaths than any other wealthy 
nation. Since Uvalde, there have 
been more than 20 other mass 
shootings. Even Biden’s plan is 
relatively modest and would only 
tinker around the edges. 

Don’t expect Republican 
senators, beholden to the gun 
lobby and with an eye on midterm 
elections, to accept his plea that 
enough is enough. 
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‘Tt's like a bridge’ 
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Hopes run high as 


Pride prepares to 


return to 


Rebecca Ratcliffe 
South-east Asia correspondent 


ath Khangpiboon 
has seen many joyful 
Pride parades abroad. 
She has watched in 
Spain and Canada 
as young people 
and families joined celebrations 
under the rainbow flag. Now, she is 
looking forward to seeing Pride in 
her city: Bangkok. 

“1 feel so much pride that an 
activity like this is happening,” 
says Kath, who isa lecturer at 
Thammasat University and a trans 
activist. Tomorrow’s Bangkok 
Naruemit Pride - believed to 
be the first official Pride parade 
in the Silom area of Thailand’s 
capital for more than 15 years - 
comes as the city appoints its new 
governor, Chadchart Sittipunt, 
an independent politician who 
has been vocal in his support for 
LGBTOQ+ rights. 

Thailand has a vibrant and 
visible LGBTQ+ community, and 
has fostered a reputation for being 
a welcoming country, but activists 
argue they still lack basic rights. 

“If we say Thailand is the heaven 
of the LGBT community, I would 
say no. It’s not true, because 
Thailand still doesn’t have a law 
or the policy that proves that we 
exist,’ says Ratanon Kuiyoksuy, 
an activist involved in organising 
Pride events in Bangkok. 

Thailand has neither a marriage 
equality nor a gender recognition 
law, which campaigners say affects 
anything from access to loans to the 
ability to travel or adopt children. 

Discrimination is rife. In schools, 
trans students are forced to dress 
according to their sex at birth, 
including by cutting their hair to 
the length deemed appropriate for 
either boys or girls, says Ratanon, 
whois non-binary. Bullying and 
unfair treatment is common among 
teachers, they added: “I was likea 
naughty kid in [teachers’] eyes, just 
because I didn’t fit in, in the Thai 
education system.” 

Prejudice also permeates the 
workplace, blocking employment 
opportunities, while LGBTQ+ 
people who try to access healthcare 
can face humiliating questioning. 

Chadchart, who began his 
term as Bangkok governor this 
week after a landslide victory, has 
promised to tackle some of these 
issues. He has pledged to stop local 
government staff from being forced 
to wear uniforms based on their 
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sex at birth, and says he will give 
training to officials and implement 
policies aimed at preventing sexual 
harassment and assault. 

Chadchart has also said he will 
improve access to healthcare with 
a pilot project to give medical 
advice on issues such as gender 
affirmation surgery in health 
centres and hospitals that fall under 
the local government’s remit. 

For activists, itis a sign of 
hope. “Chadchart will be the 
first [governor] who will support 
LGBT issues through his policies,” 
Kath says. 

At a national level, reforms 
have been thwarted by political 


upheavals that have stifled 
democracy, including two military 
coups in the past 20 years, she 
adds. She points to Taiwan, which 
took steps such as legalising same- 
sex marriage, despite conservative 
opposition. “It shows that if we 
have areal democratic system [in 
Thailand]... we will develop alot 
faster and easier.” 

LGBTQ+ activists were at the 
forefront of a recent youth-led pro- 
democracy movement that called 
for reforms to the monarchy and 
for the resignation of the prime 
minister, Prayuth Chan-ocha, who 
first came to power ina coup. 

Alongside the main parade 
tomorrow, a Youth Pride event will 
be held for students, says Akekawat 
Pimsawan, co-founder of Queer 
Riot, who is helping to organise 
events. As a teenager, they were 
forced to leave home because their 
parents did not accept that they 
were non-binary. Progress has been 
made since then, they add, though 
“it feels more like tolerance, but 
not acceptance”. 

They hope that Pride will 
send a wider message to society. 
“Tt will make our community 
become stronger, and we will 
have motivation to fight and move 
forward,” says Akekawat. “It’s like 
a bridge that connects us.” 


Additional reporting 
Navaon Siradapuvadol 


United Nations 
North Korea takes helm 
of arms-control body 


North Korea swapped diplomatic 
niceties for a combative tone as it 
took the helm of the UN-backed 
Conference on Disarmament. “My 
country is still at war with the 
United States,” said Pyongyang’s 
ambassador, Han Tae-song. 

About 50 countries voiced 
outrage that North Korea 
was chairing the multilateral 
disarmament forum for the next 
three weeks. Pyongyang took over 
the rotating presidency of the 
Geneva-based forum on Thursday. 
Many nations chastised it over its 
ballistic missile tests and feared 
preparation for a fresh nuclear test. 
AFP Geneva 


United States 


Man held after Greek 
artefacts are smashed 


Aman who broke into the Dallas 
Museum of Art and caused 
more than $5m (£4m) in damage 
smashed three ancient Greek 
artefacts before he was arrested, 
police have said. 

Brian Hernandez, 21, was 
charged with criminal mischief of 
more than or equal to $300,000. 

Police said Hernandez allegedly 
used a metal chair to break into 
the museum about 9.45pm 
on Wednesday. A display case 
containing a Greek amphora dating 
from the sixth century BC and a pot 
dating to 450BC was smashed. 

Police said those two items alone 
were worth about $5m. AP Dallas 


Germany 
Three dead after train 
derails in the Alps 


At least three people have died 
after a train derailed in the Alps 
(below) at about 12.15pm yesterday 
in Burgrain, near Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen in southern 
Germany, according to police. 
Local officials said at least 
three people had been killed and 
an unspecified number were 
seriously injured, the news agency 
dpa reported. The cause was not 
immediately clear. It was also not 
known how many people were on 
the train, which was heading for 
Munich at the time of the accident. 
The line between Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen and Oberau was 
closed. AP Berlin 
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Despite unemployment at 13.4%, 


few people want to take waiting jobs, 


with up to 50,000 vacancies in the 
hospitality sector pHoroGRaPH: ALAMY 


there's a shortage of waiters to serve them 


Barcelona 


fter a two-year 
drought, tourists 
are flooding back 
to Spain but, just as 
hospitality business 
begins to recover 
from the pandemic, it faces anew 
crisis - a shortage of waiters. 
From Mallorca to Madrid, 
restaurateurs are crying out for 
waiters, with tens of thousands of 
jobs waiting to be filled. 
The Hard Rock Hotel in Ibiza is 
so desperate it is offering staffa 
€200 (£171) bonus to find suitable 


employees. The paradox is that 
unemployment in Spain is running 
at 13.4% - more than double the EU 
average of 6.2% - yet there are more 
than 100,000 job vacancies, as 
many as half of those in hospitality, 
even though the national statistics 
office says 85,000 bars and 
restaurants closed permanently in 
the first year of the pandemic. 
“People come to me for 
interviews and they say, I’ve got 
three offers already,” says Albert 
Cabanos of the employment agency 
camareros.com. “We used to tell an 
applicant, we’ll call you if there’s 
anything. Now they say, I’ll call you 
if l’m interested. Or they say, I only 
want to work Monday to Friday.” 


So where have all the waiters 
gone? Many were immigrants and 
some went home, preferring to 
sit out the crisis with family and 
friends. Not all have returned. 

Many more were forced to look 
for work elsewhere when Covid 
restrictions hit hospitality much 
harder than any other sector and 


Paige Tad 
Benidorm pub operator 


have stuck with their new jobs, 
finding advantages to them they 
did not have in their previous lives. 
Jeffrey Feliz Jiménez worked as 
a waiter and chef for eight years in 
Almeria in southern Spain but has 
given it up for the regular hours of 
work ina furniture warehouse. 
“No one respects contracts and 
you never know what your hours 
are,” he says. “You have to work 
till closing time but you don’t 
know when that is and you end up 
working a lot of unpaid hours.” 
Even when lockdown ended, 
bars and restaurants suffered a 
series of restrictions on opening 
hours and seating capacity 
that in many areas remained in 


force until January of this year. 
According to government figures, 
only 10% of hospitality workers 
are on permanent contracts 

and many were not entitled to 
furlough payments. 

Workers could not afford to 
wait for business to resume as 
hotels and restaurants clung on 
until tourists returned, which 
they failed to do in any numbers 
until Easter, fully two years after 
the first lockdown was imposed. 
Other sectors such as construction 
and logistics recovered sooner and 
faster than hospitality. 

“No one ever imagined that 
tourism would come toa stop so 
suddenly,” Cabanos said. “People 
in hospitality had to rethink their 
careers and they discovered ways 
of living that are much more 
compatible with family life. 

“In hospitality, you get Monday 
off and that’s that. But if you work 
as, say, ahouse painter, maybe you 
don’t make more money but you 
have the weekend off, you don’t 
work over Christmas and Easter.” 

Over the past 20 years, 
employment in the sector 
has doubled from 900,000 to 
1.8 million. One result is owners 
complain that it is increasingly 
difficult to find professional 
waiters, with fewer young people 
seeking a career in hospitality. 

According to the UGT trade 
union, the average monthly salary 
in the sector is €1,264, whichis 
barely more than Spain’s €1,000 
minimum wage. 

“There’s a certain stigma 
attached to being a waiter, as 
though it isn’t a proper job, even 
though you’re in the business 
of making people happy,” says 
Patrick Pescetto who runs the 
Buenas Migas chain of cafes in 
Barcelona. “It’s getting harder to 
find professional waiters rather 
than students who are just trying to 
make a bit of money.” 

Lockdown also gave a lot of 
people the opportunity to take 
stock of their lives. “The furlough 
scheme gave people a chance to 
think what’s important in life and 
whether they were happy doing 
what they were doing,” says Paige 
Tad, whose family run four pubs in 
the resort town of Benidorm. 

Tad’s businesses mostly 
employ British staff and one 
has had to close because there 
are no longer enough. She says: 
“Tt’s the knock-on effect of Brits 
moving back to England during the 
pandemic and Brexit, which means 
it’s not that easy for Brits to live and 
work here now.” 


Omicron subvariant drives rise 
in cases and deaths in Portugal 


Berlin 
Madrid 


Asurge in Covid-19 cases and deaths 
in Portugal driven by the Omicron 
BA.5 subvariant in spite of warm tem- 
peratures is causing capitals across 
Europe to once again consider meas- 
ures against a pandemic that has 
started to fade into public memory. 


Portugal confirmed 26,848 new 
cases and recorded 47 Covid deaths 
on Wednesday - the highest daily 
death toll since 17 February, when 51 
deaths from the disease were logged. 

The trend contrasts with the pan- 
demic situation in France, Germany, 
Britain and Spain, where case rates 
have been declining for the past two 
months. 

According to figures from the 


Portuguese health ministry, 1,455 
people died from Covid as the coun- 
try entered its sixth wave of the 
pandemic in April and May. 

The latest report from the health 
ministry and the Ricardo Jorge Insti- 
tute noted that “mortality from all 
causes is above the expected values 
for the time of year”, adding that 
there had been “an increase in spe- 
cific mortality from Covid-19”. 

Henrique Oliveira, a mathema- 
tician with Lisbon University’s 
pandemicmonitoring working group, 
told the Lusa news agency the 
infection rate suggested that hos- 
pitalisations in wards and intensive 


care units would remain high until 
the end of June. Portugal logged 
2,888 new cases per million people 
over the seven days to 2 June. 

The BA.5 subvariant’s share of 
cases is also on the rise in Germany, 
albeit from a lower level. 

According to a weekly news bul- 
letin by Germany’s disease control 
agency, the Robert Koch Institute, 
BA.5’s share of cases has roughly 
doubled every week over the past 
month, from 0.2% of cases at the end 
of April to 5.2% by 22 May. Omicron 
BA.2 remains the dominant subvari- 
ant in Germany, witha share of 96%. 

The overall number of confirmed 


cases of Covid infections in Europe’s 
largest economy has been declining 
steadily since the end of March. 

“The very infectious variant BA.4/ 
BA.5 is on the march here too,” the 
German health minister, Karl 
Lauterbach, said on Twitter. “This 
could become the next wave in the 
autumn.” The heads of Germany’s 16 
states gathered on Thursday to dis- 
cuss measures to counteract arisein 
cases later in the year. 

“Coronais not over, as is shown by 
the heavy Omicron outbreak in Por- 
tugal,” Frank Ulrich Montgomery, the 
chair of the World Medical Associa- 
tion, told the Rheinische Post. 
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row as Neighbours 
team are refused 
redundancy pay 


Neighbours wraps up production 
after 37 years next week, but the long- 
serving crew who make the show say 
the production company Fremantle 
has refused to pay them redundancy. 

The Australian soap, which 
launched the international careers 
of stars including Kylie Minogue, 
Jason Donovan, Margot Robbie and 
Guy Pearce was axed in March after 
Channel 5 announced it would no 
longer buy the programme and an 
alternative UK broadcaster was not 
found to share the cost of making the 
show. But crew, including one who 
has been there since the first episode, 
say they have been treated badly. 

“They’ve had Kylie Minogue and 
Jason Donovan come over to shoot 
scenes recently,” said Paul Stanley 
ofthe Media Entertainment and Arts 
Alliance union. “That’s cool, but 
you’ve got people working here that 
took eight weeks off last year to ‘save 
the show’. You’re saying you can’t pay 
usredundancies and yet you are sink- 
ing money into the talent.” 


Broadcast by Channel 10 and 
produced by Fremantle in Australia, 
Neighbours has been largely financed 
by Channel 5 since 2008, attracting 
more viewers in the UK than in the 
soap’s home country. 

Union delegates from Neighbours 
said they met Fremantle executives 
several times in the past few months 
to talk about the “devastating impact 
of the show’s cancellation on long- 
serving crew”, who number about 
100 staff, including casting directors, 
costume designers, directors, loca- 
tion managers, makeup artists, 
researchers, screenwriters, set 
designers and producers. 

Union sources said Fremantle 
maintained the workers were con- 
tractors so were not entitled to the 
usual employee rights, even though 
their contracts have been rolled over 
annually for years on end. 

Although the Neighbours cast and 
crew worked through the pandemic, 
last year they were asked to stand 
down without pay for eight weeks 
to “save the show” amid concerns 
about funding. 

Donovan and Minogue, who 
played Scott Robinson and Charlene 


Mitchellin the 1980s, willreturn after 
more than 30 years for the finale. 

In a bulletin to members after it 
was announced the show would end, 
the union said: “Fremantle is trying 
to avoid payment to crew who have 
been loyal to the production, insome 
cases for decades, under the cover of 
rolling ‘fixed-term’ contracts. 

“The company has responded by 


Long-term member 
of the show’s crew 


extending a deadline it had put to 
crew to accept lower payments to 
allow time for negotiation. Members 
will continue to work together over 
the coming weeks to ensure they are 
paid their entitlements.” 

It added Fremantle had reported 
that week a 25% increase in revenue 
in 2021 to AUS$2.9bn (£1.7bn). 

Channel 5, which is owned by the 
US media group Paramount, also 
expects record profits off the back 
of the lockdown boom in viewing. It 
has decided to reallocate its budget 
towards more original programmes 
after the success of shows suchas All 
Creatures Great and Small. Channel5 
did not respond to a request for 
comment about the treatment of 
Neighbours’ staff. 


From far left: 
Ryan Moloney 
and Lucinda 
Cowden as 
Toadie Rebecchi 
and Melanie 
Pearson; Kylie 
Minogue and 
Jason Donovan 
as Charlene 
Mitchell and 
Scott Robinson 
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One crew member who has worked 
on the Neighbours set on and off for 
three decades said he was really dis- 
appointed in Fremantle. “Some of us 
have been here for 30-odd years and 
they’re just saying that they’re not 
recognising the service,” he said. 

“They always make out that at 
Neighbours we’re all part of the fam- 
ily, but then it’s come to the end of 
the show, which is sad obviously, 
and they just turn around and say: 
‘Well, you’re not entitled to any 
benefits’ So it’s a bit frustrating and 
disappointing.” 

Greg Woods, the chief executive 
of Fremantle Australia, refused to 
comment apart from saying that the 
company had complied with its legal 
obligations. 


Turkey asks UN if nation can 
now be known as Turkiye 


Turkey has senta letter to the United 
Nations formally requesting thatit be 
referred to as Tiirkiye, the state-run 
news agency has reported. 

The move is seen as part of a push 
by Ankaratorebrand the country and 
dissociate it from the bird and associ- 
ated negative connotations. 

Anadolu Agency said Stéphane 


Dujarric, spokesperson for the UN 
secretary general, Antonio Guterres, 
had confirmed receipt of the letter 
from Mevliit Cavusoglu, the Turk- 
ish foreign minister, and that the 
change had become effective “from 
the moment” the letter was received. 

Dujarric told the Washington Post: 
“Ttis not uncommon for us to receive 
such requests.” 

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 
government has been pressing for the 
internationally recognised name 


to be changed to Tiirkiye (tur-key- 
YAY) as itis spelled and pronounced 
in Turkish. The country called itself 
Turkiye in 1923 after its declaration 
of independence. 

In December 2021, Erdogan 
ordered the use of Tiirkiye to better 
represent Turkish culture and values, 
demanding that “Made in Tirkiye” be 
used instead of “Made in Turkey” on 
exports. Ministries also began using 
Turkiye in official documents. 

The government this year released 
a promotional video showing tourists 
from across the world saying “Hello 
Turkiye” at famous destinations. It 
is not clear whether the spelling will 
catch on widely abroad. In 2016, the 
Czech Republic officially registered 


Czechia and while some international 
institutions use it, many still refer to 
the country by its longer name. 
Turkey’s English-language state 
broadcaster TRT World has switched 
to using Turkiye, although the word 


Istanbul in the country that has . 
been calling itself Ttirkiye since 1923 


Turkey still slips in as journalists get 
used to the change. 

TRT World explained the decision 
in an article this year, saying Goog- 
ling “Turkey” brought up “a muddled 
set of images, articles, and dictionary 
definitions that conflate the coun- 
try with Meleagris - otherwise known 
as the turkey, a large bird native to 
North America - which is famous for 
being served on Christmas menus or 
Thanksgiving dinners”. 

It continued: “Flip through the 
Cambridge Dictionary and ‘turkey’ 
is defined as ‘something that fails 
badly’ or ‘a stupid or silly person’.” 


Additional reporting 
Associated Press 
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Musk seeks job cuts at Tesla 
over a ‘Super-bad feeling’ 


Alex Hern 


Elon Musk is considering a hiring 


freeze and job cuts of up to 10% of 


staff at Tesla because he has a “super 
bad feeling” about the state of the 
economy, according to an internal 
email seen by Reuters. 

Tesla has about 5,000 job openings 
advertised worldwide, and 100,000 
employees. 

The email was sent to Tesla exec- 
utives late on Thursday with the 
subject line “pause all hiring world- 
wide”, and comes days after Musk 
ordered all employees to return to the 
office for at least 40 hours a week or 
face immediate termination. 

Tesla’s stock was down 3% after 
the news. Neither the company nor 
Musk replied to requests for com- 
ment from the Guardian. 

So far, there has been no fall in 


demand for Tesla cars and other elec- 
tric vehicles. The usual indicators of 
a downturn - including increasing 
dealer inventories and incentives in 
the US - have not materialised. 

However, Tesla’s stock has been 
hammered, falling 22% since the bil- 
lionaire used his shares to finance a 
planned acquisition of Twitter, which 
now appears to have stalled. Anxi- 
ety about the global economy and 
the impact of China’s Covid-19 lock- 
down in Shanghai, where Tesla hasa 
factory, has also weighed on the com- 
pany’s share price. 

Some had speculated that Musk’s 
command to return to the office was 
a below-the-table effort to cut staff- 
ing levels. 

Tesla staff posted on message 
boards that their offices did not have 
the physical capacity to host all staff 
members full-time, after rapid expan- 
sion during the pandemic, with one 
employee asking for advice whether 


they should ignore the command or 
go in and work from the stairwell. 
“The more senior you are, the 
more visible must be your presence,” 
said Musk in the return-to-the-office 
email. “That is why I lived in the fac- 
tory so much - so that those on the 
line could see me working alongside 
them. If I had not done that, Tesla 
would long ago have gone bankrupt.” 
In Germany, the IG Metall union 


10% 


Reduction in staff the Tesla chief 
executive is considering over fears 
about the state of the economy 


100,000 


People employed by the carmaker 
globally. It currently has 5,000 jobs 


advertised but may freeze hirings 


has said it will support any worker 
who decides to continue working 
remotely. 

“Whoever does not agree with 
such one-sided demands and wants 
to stand against them has the power 
of unions behind them in Germany, 
as per law,” the district leader for the 
union told Reuters. Tesla has 4,000 
workers in Germany. 

Musk’s email on job cuts came 
a day after the cryptocurrency 
exchange Coinbase announced a total 
hiring freeze and confirmed it would 
also be rescinding already accepted 
job offers. 

“This is not a decision we 
make lightly, but is necessary to 
ensure we are only growing in the 
highest-priority areas,” LJ Brock, 
the company’s chief people officer, 
wrote ina blogpost. “We always knew 
crypto would be volatile, but that 
volatility alongside larger economic 
factors may test the company, and us 
personally, in new ways.” 

In the letter, sent to would-be 
employees who had not yet started 
at the company, Brock said Coinbase 
would offer a severance payment of 
two months’ salary. “We are also 
committing additional support viaa 
dedicated talent hub to help provide 
high-quality job search benefits.” 


Fairtrade urges 
shoppers not 
to abandon its 
products to 
save money 


Zoe Wood 


Shoppers are being urged to keep on 
buying Fairtrade products amid fears 
ofa “race tothe bottom” as struggling 
Britons look for ways to save money 
during the cost of living crisis. 

Anna Barker, head of responsible 
business at the Fairtrade Foundation, 
said the organisation had not seen 
a shift in spending away from the 
ethical brand but was worried about 
how people would react to the wors- 
ening squeeze on their finances. 

UK inflation hit 9% in April, its 
highest level for 40 years. There are 
fears that consumers will be less 
concerned about sustainability and 
instead focus on searching for the 
cheapest products. 

“Farmers are going through a cost 


of living crisis too,” said Barker. “If 


there was arace to the bottom during 
a time like this it will have long- 
term consequences for the way that 
we consume. You are going to see 
farmers consider whether they’re in 
the right industry if they’re not able 
to sell their products at a price that 
covers the cost of production.” 

The Fairtrade label guarantees that 
the producers get a set minimum 


Ve, io! 
A Coffee growers are among those 
facing ‘two hits’, said Fairtrade, the 
cost of living and cost of production 
PHOTOGRAPH: EDUARDO MARTINO 


price as well as a financial bonus. 
Its logo appears on more than 6,000 
products, including chocolate, coffee 
and bananas. 

Willy Paredes, a representa- 
tive of Fairtrade producers in Latin 
American and the Caribbean, works 
with banana growers. He said they 
were suffering “two hits. One is on 
the cost of living and the other is on 
the cost of production.” 

He said that, like UK farmers, 


growers were struggling to manage 
a dramatic jump in the cost of key 
products such as agrichemicals. 

“Bananas are harvested 52 weeks 
of the year so the farmers have felt it 
alot more because they need to buy 
these inputs permanently during the 
year,” said Paredes. 

UK shoppers have opted to spend 
more on ethical products in recent 
years, with the demand for plant- 
based foods as well as Fairtrade and 
organic ranges increasing on the back 
of lifestyle changes linked to the pan- 
demic and the climate crisis. 

At last count, UK Fairtrade sales 
hit £1.9bn in 2020, according to the 


Co-op’s ethical consumerism report, 
up 14% on the previous year. 

Barker said: “Most products have 
been undervalued for a very long 
time and that’s been a huge challenge 
for sustainability. To move the dial on 
sustainability the true value of prod- 
ucts needs to be represented. That 
conversation is happening now. Peo- 
ple are beginning to understand that 
supply chains are vulnerable.” 

Barker said Fairtrade was every- 
where on the high street including 
at the bakery chain Greggs. “Going 
to Greggs for your coffee isn’t amore 
expensive choice ... but there is still 
aneed for you to choose Fairtrade.” 


Neil Woodford 
investors bring 
legal action 
against fund 
administrator 


Kalyeena Makortoff 
Banking correspondent 


Investors who lost millions in the col- 
lapse ofa fund run by the former star 
investment manager Neil Woodford 
have brought group litigation against 
the administrator in hopes ofrecoup- 
ing at least £18m. 

The law firm Harcus Parker lodged 
its first batch of claims on behalf of 
1,500 savers at the high court in 
London yesterday. Woodford is not 
the target - the claim is against the 
administrator of his Link Fund Solu- 
tions, whichis accused of failing inits 
duty to protect investors. 

Lawyers expect to expand the 
suit to represent at least 7,000 
claimants. The case will pile pres- 
sure on Link, which is also facing a 
claim from another law firm, Leigh 
Day, which could represent up to 
12,000 investors. 

UKregulations put administrators 
such as Link in charge of monitoring 
and supervising the investments 
executed by the fund managers. 
Harcus Parker claims Link breached 
UKrules that require the firm to mon- 
itor financial risks and the liquidity 
of the fund, referring to how quickly 
investments could be converted to 
cash to pay investors. 

Poor performance of a number of 
Woodford’s investments, combined 
with his decision to put money ina 
number of unlisted companies that 
were harder to sell, led to the fund’s 
suspension and eventual collapse in 
October 2019. 

Woodford was subsequently 
removed as investment manager, and 
Link wound his fund down, return- 
ing money to many investors at a 
steep loss. 

Harcus Parker is now suing Link for 
at least £18m, which it says is based 
on calculations of what investors 
would have earned had the firm not 
collapsed. The figure is also under- 
stood to take into account money 
that has been returned to investors 
through the winding-down - worth 
about £2.4bn. The fund was worth 
about £10bn at its peak. About 
300,000 investors were affected by 
the fund’s collapse three years ago. 

A spokesperson for Link said it 
planned on “vigorously defending” 
itself, and that it “considers that it has 
acted at all times in accordance with 
applicable rules, as wellasin the best 
interests of all investors, and it will 
continue to do so”. 

The first court hearing for Harcus 
Parker’s case is expected in Septem- 
ber, though a trial may not take place 
until at least 2024. 
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Money talks In era of cryptocurrencies, 


what can old ways of paying teach us? 


Larry Elliott 
Economics editor 


rof Chris Howgego 
carefully cradles the 
medal minted for the 
coronation of the boy 
king Edward VIin 1547 
as he mulls over the 
history of money from Babylon 
to bitcoin. “Everything depends 
on confidence,” says the keeper 
of the Heberden coin room at the 
Ashmolean museum in Oxford. 
“Coins are just one form of money. 
Anything that can be used as 
payment is money.” 

Howgego cites Papua New 
Guinea as an example of what he 
means. Pearl shells were once used 
there as cash, which is why the 
word for shell - kina - is now the 
name of the national currency. He 
adds: “The Chinese once used rice 
as money - at least you could eat it!” 

Money is rarely out of the news, 


but there has been greater focus 

in recent months. One reason is 
inflation, which has reappeared 

as a problem in western countries 
for the first time in decades. One 
function of money is asa store of 
value, and a basket of goods and 
services that would have cost £100 
a year ago costs £109 today. 

The other reason is the debate 
over the security of digital 
currencies after the collapse of the 
“stablecoin” Terra, and whether 
in fact cryptocurrencies are really 
money at all. Stablecoins are meant 
to maintain their value one for one 
against a non-digital currency - but 
Terra suffered an old-fashioned 
bank run as investors tested 
whether it could stick to the peg. 

Kristalina Georgieva, the 
managing director of the 
International Monetary Fund, 
made her feelings clear in Davos 
last month. “Ifa stablecoin is 
backed by assets one for one then 
itis stable. When it is not backed 


one for one but claims to givea 
20% return, it is not stable - itisa 
pyramid that eventually collapses.” 
Andrew Bailey, the governor 
of the Bank of England, has 
said anybody investing in 
cryptocurrencies must be prepared 
to “lose all their money”, because 
they have no intrinsic value. That’s 
a view that Georgieva appears to 
share. “Bitcoin may be called a 
coin, but it is not money,” she said. 
Ultimately, banknotes printed 
by governments have no intrinsic 


A Replica of an Oxford crown, struck 
by Charles I during the civil war 


value either, but are money 
because people accept them 

as such. Howgego says digital 
currencies challenge the idea that 
the only form of money is state- 
backed, with technology providing 
the backing instead of government 
guarantees. 

All forms of money until now, 
Howgego adds, have been about 
identity. He points out a coin 
found ina hoard of 5,000 Roman 
coins, which unearthed a hitherto 
unknown Roman emperor, 
Domitianus, from AD271. A soldier 
from Northern Gaul, Domitianus 
proclaimed himself emperor, but 
didn’t last long. 

“Striking a coin was the 
equivalent of seizing a TV station in 
amodern coup. He probably only 
survived a few days, but had acoin 
struck during that time.” 

Cryptocurrencies are different 
in that anonymity is part of the 
appeal. The Edward VI coronation 
medal was all about announcing 
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Vv Agold Charles I coin worth 60 
shillings or three pounds, seen inside 
the vault at the Ashmolean Museum 
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that the prince was now king, an 
example of what Howgego means 
when he says: “Coins are history in 
your hand.” That’s not the case with 
cryptocurrencies. “The point about 
bitcoin is the loss of identity.” 

Sheila Warren, of the Crypto 
Council for Innovation - an 
industry body - accepts that many 
of the new currencies will fail as 
part of a process of innovation 
and experimentation. She says 
cryptocurrencies are not just the 
preserve of wealthy investors, but 
are used for remittances where it 
is hard to transfer money across 
borders and for people who want 
to access a robust financial system 
without exorbitant cost. 

People excluded from the 
traditional banking system, 
she says, can get loans through 


‘Striking a 
coin was the 
equivalent of 
seizinga TV 
station ina 
modern coup’ 


Chris Howgego 
Ashmolean 
museum 


v Paper money 
from around 
the world at the 
Ashmolean 


cryptocurrencies. “For rich people, 
crypto is about investment and 
speculation; for poor people, it is 
about basic financial services.” 

Howgego says cryptocurrencies 
are an example of how money has 
evolved over time. His archive 
contains Roman hoards dug up 
ina field in Oxfordshire as it was 
being ploughed; an early example 
of Chinese paper money; a Noah’s 
Ark coin from Asia Minor; and what 
is thought to be one of the first 
examples of coinage, from Lydia in 
what is now western Turkey, from 
around 600BC. 

Money from imperial Roman 
mints was found as far east as India 
and along the silk road. 

The Ashmolean’s coin collection, 
which has 300,000 objects, is now 
being digitised so it can be accessed 
online, a painstaking process that 
the museum’s scholars say will 
revolutionise research. The curator 
Jerome Mairat says: “It is not easy 
with 300,000 items. We have 
digitalised 120,000 items in the 
past five years.” 

The one big gap in the collection 
is the period after the Romans 
left Britain in the fifth century 
AD, because from about AD450 
to AD600 there is no evidence of 
coins being used. “That’s why they 
are called the dark ages,” Howgego 
says. “We can’t tell what was being 
used as money.” 
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Energy 


Why are so many 


Smart meters 


turning ‘dumb’? 


Hundreds of readers tell of 
gadgets losing contact as 
official data shows millions 
of devices have to be read 
manually. Zoe Wood reports 


s energy prices spiral 

upwards, many 

households are eager 

to monitor their gas 

and electricity usage 

in real time - and, 
crucially, how much itis all costing 
them - with this feature one of the 
big attractions of smart meters. 

Last month, Guardian Money 
published a letter from a reader 
whose Shell Energy smart meter 
stopped working just as the new 
higher energy price cap took 
effect in April, and we asked other 
readers to tell us whether they 
were also experiencing “a loss of 
smart-ness”. 

The answer was a resounding 
yes. The hundreds of letters 
we received coincided with 
the publication last week of 
government figures that revealed 
millions of smart devices are being 
read manually. 

Officials say there are now more 
than 28.8m smart and advanced 
meters in households and small 
businesses across Great Britain, 
but close to 3.6m are in what the 
Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) calls 
“traditional mode”, potentially 
because the homeowner has 
switched to a supplier that is 
“currently unable to operate the 
meter in smart mode”, or there 
are network communication 
issues. However, BEIS says the 
number operating in traditional 
mode is falling. 

We have looked into the issues 
readers raised about specific 
energy providers, as well as other 
questions about smart meters. 


When will my smart meter become 
smart again? 

The original letter to our Consumer 
Champions was about Shell Energy, 
and our request prompted more 
customers to write in. Jennifer, 

a Shell Energy customer whose 
meter also went dumb in March, 
spoke for many when she said the 


inability to monitor her usage, 
and therefore her spending, was a 
source of concern. 

“I can’t instantly see how much 
a particular action - such as putting 
the heating on for an hour, or 
having the oven and grill on for 40 
minutes - is costing me since the 


increase in energy prices,” she says. 


“Tt may be that I could afford to put 
the heating on more, or perhaps 
there are things Iam doing which 
are costing a lot which I could cut 
down on... whichis surely the 
whole point of a smart meter?” 

Some Shell Energy customers 
say they were advised that their 
problem was due to the “unreliable 
signal” where their device was 
positioned, while others with 
problems say their meters stopped 
working when they were moved to 
the company from a failed supplier 
or when the price cap changed. 

Shell Energy says: “As is 
the case across the industry, 
asmall proportion of smart 
metering equipment can lose 
communication. Where the cause 
of the fault can be identified and 
is within our control, we work 
to resolve the issue as swiftly 
as possible. Where the issue is 
beyond our control, we work with 
our industry partners to try to 
address these.” 

It adds: “We are not aware of 
any smart meter issues caused by 
customers moving to our system 
from failed suppliers, or by the 
change in the price cap. These 
events may reveal a symptom - 
that is, we find out there’s an issue 
because new tariff information 
isn’t showing on the IHD [in-home 
display], but these events are nota 
cause in themselves.” 


Smart meters 2.0? 
CS, an EDF Energy customer, 
reports that his smart meters had 
also stopped working, and says 
he was told his first generation, or 
SMETS1, meter was to blame. The 
same reason was apparently also 
given to some E.ON customers 
whose meters had malfunctioned. 
SMETS1 stands for “smart 
metering equipment technical 
specification 1”, and these were the 


first wave of meters fitted in homes. 


The industry has now moved on to 
installing SMETS2 devices. 


A Some readers say the failure 
of their smart meter to operate 
properly is costing them money 
PHOTOGRAPH: TOLGA AKMEN/EPA 


A Several Shell Energy users wrote 
to report problems with their meters 
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A Some readers have had trouble 
with just their gas smart meter 


“T was not aware that smart 
meters needed upgrading and am 
slightly concerned that manual 
readings may inflate my bills versus 
smart meters in a period of sharp 
price increases,” CS says. 

With more than 2.8m smart 
meters on its books, EDF says it had 
been fitting SMETS2 devices since 
late 2018. It added that at the outset 
of the smart rollout programme, 
all UK energy customers were 
fitted with SMETS1 meters, which 
lacked the ability to always operate 
effectively when a customer moved 
between suppliers. 

The company says there is an 
industry-wide scheme known as 
enrolment and adoption (E&A), 
which is specific to SMETS1 meters 
and involves enrolling them ina 
new secure network. “This aims 
to give SMETS1 meters the same 
functionality as SMETS2 meters 
without the customer having to 
go through the inconvenience 
of another meter exchange. The 
majority of our SMETS1 customers 
have already successfully enrolled.” 

The charity Citizens Advice has 
developed an online tool to help 
you check what type of smart meter 
you have, and to troubleshoot. 


My supplier is blaming the Data 
Communications Company. What 
is it and could it be its fault? 

The DCC is the “digital spine” 
that connects smart meters to 
energy suppliers and is the new 
network EDF is describing. The 
network is owned by Capita, and 
a number of readers, including 
customers of Shell Energy, E.ON 
and Octopus, say they were told 
their problem was an issue with 
the DCC. 

Geoffrey Towne, one of several 
Octopus Energy customers who 
wrote to us, reports that both his 
meters went “dumb” on 16 March. 
When he reported the fault he was 
told: “In February a large volume 
of communication hubs have lost 
communication with us. This is 
a high-priority defect which is 
being investigated and dealt with 
by the DCC.” 

Octopus tells Guardian Money 
that it is aware of a problem caused 
by a software bug that was affecting 
a specific type of meter. “The issue 
stems from a software bug in the 
firmware of the communications 
hub of this smart meter type, which 
leads to aloss in connectivity. 
However, this is not a big issue 
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- it only affects about 1,000 of 
our smart meter customers,” the 
company says. 

It adds: “We’ve been working 
with the DCC on this and 
developed a solution that doesn’t 
require a complete smart meter 
replacement. It will be rolled out to 
all our affected customers over the 
coming weeks.” 

There are 11.8m SMETS2 and 
8.7m SMETS1 meters on the DCC 
network. Millions of the first- 
generation meters had stopped 
sending automatic readings before 
being enrolled in the smart network 
and, as more of them are migrated 
on to it, some of the connection 
issues reported by readers should 
be resolved. 

The migration is complex, and 
involves retrofitting more than 500 
technology variants. 

ADCC spokesperson says 
20.5m meters are now on the 
smart meter network, and that 
the overwhelming majority are 
“operating as they should”. 


Are smart meters a waste of cash? 
The suggestion that they are not as 
smart as advertised - the current 
promotional push features Albert 


Einstein as a brand ambassador - 
has led some readers, such as Peter 
Holmes, to conclude the meters are 
a “waste of money”. 

“Pve had a problem with a smart 
meter since changing to Shell 
Energy,” he writes. “I’ve reported it 
twice but it still hasn’t been fixed. 
Ihad second generation smart 
meters installed by EDF, but when 
I switched to Green, the electricity 
meter stopped communicating, 
though the gas one was fine.” 

However, when Holmes later 
switched to Shell, he says the gas 
meter restarted communicating but 
the electricity meter stopped again. 
“Personally I think smart meters 
are just a massive waste of money. 
Smart meters have had no impact 
on my energy usage whatsoever,” 
he writes. 

Russell Wing, who says his 
smart meter has never worked, 
adds: “We have tried at least five 
times across multiple suppliers to 
get it working. On the plus side, 
it does have a nice display with 
a backlight, so it’s easier to take 
the readings.” 

With smart meters that she says 
only worked properly for a short 
period of time, Ecotricity customer 
JN wonders whether the whole 
project is greenwashing and a way 
to shed staff. 

“It certainly doesn’t save me 
any money asI’d kept a close eye 
on what I was using anyway, and I 
dread to think what scarce minerals 
are used in making the meters 
and gadgets,” she writes. “The 
arguments for installing them are 
greenwash in my view.” 

The rollout of smart meters 
to 30m homes is forecast to be 
completed by 2025, and BEIS 
describes the replacement of 
traditional gas and electricity 
meters as an essential national 
infrastructure upgrade that would 
help make the country’s energy 
system “cheaper, cleaner and 
more reliable”. 

ABEIS spokesperson says the 
rollout is “making good progress”, 
adding: “Customers who havea 
smart meter are more satisfied 
with their energy supplier overall, 
but we want all consumers to have 
the best possible experience and 
will continue to work closely with 
industry so that customers can 
fully benefit from smart services.” 

The cost of the project is spread 
across everyone’s bills as part of the 
standing charge. Smart Energy GB, 
the government-backed campaign 
tasked with educating Britons on 
the merits of smart meters, says the 
devices gave consumers greater 
visibility and control over their 
energy bills. 

“This is especially important in 
the current climate with so many 
households concerned about rising 
energy costs,” a Smart Energy GB 
spokesperson says. 

“Having a smart meter also puts 
an end to manual readings and 
estimated bills, so consumers are 
only ever paying for energy they 
have actually used.” 


A Landlords can only charge for the units of energy used, a tenant’s share of 
the standing charge and VAT, says Citizens Advice pHoTocraPH: SIMON DACK/ALAMY 


Cost of living crisis 


Tenants with prepay meters 


fear they could miss rebate 


Rishi Sunak announced a 
£400 energy discount from 
October - but struggling 
customers could lose out. 
Hilary Osborne reports 


hen Rishi 

Sunak recently 

announceda 

£400 rebate 

on electricity 

bills for every 
household, there was one group 
of energy customers who were left 
wondering how they would get 
their money. 

While customers who pay by 
direct debit or cheque will gain 
acredit on their electricity bills 
from October, and those with 
prepayment meters are expecting 
a voucher or credit, tenants who 
have meters in their rooms and pay 
a third party for their energy are 
asking if they will miss out. 

One Guardian Money reader 
got in touch to tell us about his 
situation. He is one of several 
tenants living in a house of 
multiple occupation (HMO). They 
each have a prepayment meter in 
their room, and buy codes online 
from the company that runs it. 
That firm passes the money on 
to their landlord, who pays the 
energy supplier for the entire 
property’s electricity. 

The reader says he has a very 
good landlord and would not be 
surprised if his share of the £400 
rebate was passed on to him and 
the others. But he wondered what 
the rules were. 

“There are eight tenants in this 
house, all on prepayment meters. 
As I understand the situation, 


none of the tenants can receive the 
£400 grant, as none of us receive 

a bill from an energy supplier,” 

he writes. 

“T imagine this same situation 
applies to many thousands of 
tenants across the UK, and many, 
like me, will be people with very 
limited financial means.” 

Chris Norris, director of policy 
at the National Residential 
Landlords Association (NRLA), 
says he expects landlords to get 
guidance from the Treasury about 
redistributing the money, but 
there are also protections in place 
for tenants. 

“Landlords who are resellers of 
energy are not allowed to makea 
profit on that resale - they can be 
taken to the small claims court if 
they do,” he says. 

He says landlords may reduce 
rents to funnel the money back 
to tenants, or distribute vouchers 
or cheques. 

“If you have a good relationship 
with your landlord, I would suggest 
giving them a call and asking what 
they intend to do when the money 
comes through,” he says. 

“If you haven’t got sucha 
good relationship, you should 


‘Landlords who are 
resellers of energy 
are not allowed to 
make a profit on it - 


they can be taken to 
court if they do’ 


Chris Norris 
Policy director, NRLA 


keep an eye on the unit price 
you are paying, and log what you 
are spending.” 

The unit price on a prepaid 
meter is decided by the landlord. 
If the price stays the same after 
October, and there is no sign of any 
other payment from your landlord, 
you should ask about the rebate, 
Norris says. 

Citizens Advice has information 
on its website about what landlords 
can and cannot charge for energy. 

It makes clear your landlord 
can only charge you for gas 
or electricity if your tenancy 
agreement says they can, and they 
can’t charge you for energy if you 
pay your supplier directly. 

The charity says your landlord 
can only charge you for the units 
of energy you have used, your 
share of the standing charge, 
and VAT. This is known as the 
maximum resale price, and your 
landlord can’t make you pay more 
than this. 

Any fee from the third party 
meter provider is likely to be 
charged directly when you top up. 

However, the charity says there 
is no requirement for the landlord 
to pass the rebate on to tenants. 

And it adds that in some cases 
the electricity supply to properties 
like this will be on anon-domestic 
contract, in which case no rebate 
will be paid in the first place. 

When we asked Ofgem and the 
Treasury about the issue, we were 
told that consultations were going 
on about how the rebate would be 
managed, and that guidance should 
come in the summer. 

There are about 500,000 HMOs 
in England and Wales, but it is 
not known how many tenants are 
paying for their energy through 
sub-meters. 

Ofgem’s figures for prepayment 
customers do not include any 
of these sub-meters - they are 
just for households who have 
a direct relationship with an 
energy company. 

Norris says he expects more 
landlords to move to third-party 
prepayment meters if energy prices 
continue to be subject to such big 
jumps because it is easier than 
trying to work out how much to 
include in tenants’ bills. 

“Rather than having to set 
rents according to the October 
prices while not knowing what 
will happen next year, they could 
decide that maybe it’s fairer to 
try to find some kind of dynamic 
pricing, and the meters offer that,” 
he says. 

It was on 26 May that the 
chancellor announced a £15bn 
package of measures to help UK 
households deal with inflation. 
These include discounts on 
energy bills. The government had 
originally announced a £200 loan 
that would need to be paid back 
over five years. However, that 
idea has now been scrapped and 
replaced with a £400 discount 
or grant that will not need to 
be repaid. 
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Don't be next in line 


for holiday trouble 


From luggage to insurance, 
and 
offer tips on how 
to minimise problems and 
deal with any disruption 


t’s been another week of 
chaos at UK airports, with 
hundreds of flights cancelled 
and holidaymakers facing 
long queues, with reports of 
waits of up to eight hours. 
Pent-up demand for travel and 

staff shortages have combined 

to put pressure on airports and 

airlines. 


This week’s “half-term travel 
chaos” headlines have followed on 
the heels of “Easter travel chaos” 
ones, and will have left many 
people with summer holidays 
booked - particularly those 
involving flights - worried their 
plans might be disrupted. 

So what’s the prognosis for this 
summer? The Prospect union, 
which represents thousands of 
aviation staff, warned on Tuesday 
that “things could get worse this 
summer before they get better”. 

Rory Boland, the editor of 
Which? Travel, says it is worth 
remembering that the vast majority 
of people are not having their 


flights cancelled or missing their 
plane because of the long queues. 
But he adds: “This disruption is 
going to continue into the summer. 
The staff shortages are almost 
across the sector.” 

Paul Charles, the chief executive 
of the travel consultancy The 
PC Agency, doesn’t see things 
improving overnight but says: “I 
think that during June we will see 
a gradual improvement in hiring 
of workers ... Consumers can be 
reassured that by the peak summer 
period in July, many of these issues 
will be resolved.” 


“Make sure to book where there 
is free cancellation, or at least 
the ability to move the holiday or 
accommodation booking,” Boland 
says. “Lots of firms allow you free 
cancellation or the ability to move 
the holiday.” 

Do you need to go in July 
or August? Quite a few people 
haven’t booked their summer 
holiday yet, perhaps because they 
have been waiting to see how 
things pan out. 

In terms of holding on, Boland 


Holidaymakers faced queues and 
cancellations at airports across the 
UK during the jubilee holiday week 
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says: “I would definitely say that 

if you don’t have kids of school 

age [for example], don’t think 
about going until September. Save 
yourself the pain. It’s nicer anyway 
in Europe in September.” You will 
also get better prices and should 
have less likelihood of disruption, 
he adds. 


Paul Charles says that if you have 
not yet sorted out your flights, 
try to book “as early as possible in 
the morning” - ideally departing 
between 6am and 8am - because 
you will beat many of the queues. 
He also advises people to “really 
travel light - if you can avoid 
checking in luggage, that will make 
a massive difference”. Minimise 
hand luggage, too, if possible. 
Boland makes the same point - 
he says that in addition to the issue 
of check-in queues, lots of bags are 
going missing. “If you can get away 
with cabin bags, do that.” 


There are two issues with passports 
that are causing problems. If you 
have a trip booked or are thinking 
about one, dig out everyone’s 
passports this weekend to check 
the dates. 

Most people are probably 
aware that a backlog of passport 
applications and renewals has 
caused months of delays. The 
Passport Office was this week 
telling applicants to allow up to 10 
weeks to receive their passport. If 
you have already applied, you can 
track your application. 

The other issue is to do with 
passport validity and revolves 
around the date it was issued. 
Earlier this year, the Guardian 
told how holidaymakers have 
been caught up in confusion over 
Brexit-related rules that mean 
some people with up to 12 months 
left on their passport could be 
stopped from travelling to many 
EU countries. 

The European Commission says 
two rules must be complied with 
at the point of entry. The passport 
must have been issued within the 


previous 10 years, and it must be 
valid for at least three months after 
the date you plan to leave the EU 
country you are visiting. 


With all this chaos, it is more 
important than ever that people 
take out travel insurance. 

Boland says ideally you should 
take it out at the same time you 
book your trip. Don’t wait until a 
couple of days before you leave, 
as disruption can happen at any 
point from when you have booked, 
he adds. 

Ceri McMillan at the website 
GoCompare says most policies 
will offer cover for delayed 
outbound or inbound journeys; 
however, the requirements 
for the length of the delay and 
what compensation is available 
may differ. 

The better (typically more 
expensive) policies often include 
cover for missed departures - for 
example, you miss your flight 
because of something like a strike. 
However, the small print will vary, 
and it’s unclear if they would cover 
something like this week’s chaos. 

You almost certainly won’t be 
able to claim because you no longer 
wish to travel and want to cancel 
your holiday. 


BRITISH PA’ 


Carefully check your passport’s 
date of issue and date of expiry 


Travelling with only carry-on 
luggage can help you avoid delays 


Simple, stress-free 
mortgage support 


@ Fee-free mortgage advice 

@ Comparison of over 90 lenders 
@ Dedicated case manager 

@ Support from start to finish 

@ Advisers available 7 days a week 


The Guardian Mortgage Service, provided by L&C 


Visit us today at theguardian.com/mortgages 
or call us free on 0800 923 0105 


Your home or property may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage 


The Guardian Mortgage Service is provided by L&C Mortgages, Beazer House, Lower Bristol Road, Bath BA2 3BA. L&C are authorised 
and regulated by the FCA, registration no. 143002. Please note the FCA does not regulate most buy to let mortgages. 
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It matters when the cancellation 
happens 

Your rights if a flight is cancelled 
depend to an extent on when you 
are given the bad news. When an 
airline gives more than 14 days’ 
notice that a flight is cancelled, 

it does not have to offer any 
compensation, but does have to 
offer a refund or a new flight. 

If you had booked a return flight, 
it must refund you for both legs of 
your journey if that is the option 
you take. You should get back the 
full cost of the tickets. 

For flights cancelled within 14 
days of when you are set to go, you 
get the same options, and there 
could be compensation due, too, 
if you opt for an alternative flight - 
how much depends on the distance 
you were going to be flying, as well 
as how much later the new flight 
takes off and arrives. 

The compensation is set in 
law: it ranges from £110 for a short- 
haul flight of under 1,500km (937 
miles) which replaces a flight 
cancelled between seven and 
14 days in advance and arrives 
less than two hours later than 
the original booking, to £520, 
payable on a long-haul flight of 
more than 3,500km cancelled 
less than seven days before travel 
where the new flight arrives more 
than four hours later than the 
original booking. The departure 
time is also a factor. 

If your flight is cancelled 
when you are at the airport and 
you are rebooked on a later trip, 
the airline is obliged to give 
you what the law describes as 
“a reasonable amount of food 
and drink”, a means for you to 
communicate, accommodation 
if you are re-routed the next day, 
and transport to and from the 
accommodation (or your home). 

Meanwhile, when a flight 
is delayed by more than three 
hours, passengers are entitled to 
compensation of between £220 
and £520, unless the cause was 
“extraordinary circumstances”. 
This is not clearly defined but could 
include bad weather and terrorism. 
Any delays under three hours do 
not warrant compensation. 

Sometimes airlines won’t pay 
out. If this happens, some Guardian 
readers have said a complaint to the 
Civil Aviation Authority works. 
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Loans 


Could credit unions be 


areal rival to banks? 


Zero-interest loans have 
helped financially vulnerable 
people pay for items from 
school uniforms to vital 
furniture, says Rupert Jones 


redit unions have 
proved a lifeline for 
many people during 
the pandemic and cost 
of living crisis, and now 
they are being allowed 
to offer a bigger range of products. 

Zero-interest loans for 
people in financially vulnerable 
circumstances are being trialled, 
and have so far helped borrowers to 
pay for items ranging from school 
uniforms to furniture. 

At the same time, more thana 
dozen credit unions have banded 
together to run a prize draw savings 
account in which every month one 
person wins £5,000. 

And changes in the pipeline 
mean they will for the first time be 
able to offer products such as car 
finance to their members. 

These moves could help make 
credit unions a serious mainstream 
alternative to UK banks and other 
big players. However, some people 
may be concerned that since 
January, five have ceased trading. 

In England, Scotland and Wales, 
the amount of interest that credit 
unions can charge on their loans 
is capped at 3% a month on the 
reducing balance, or 42.6% a year 
APR (the cap is lower in Northern 
Ireland). This means they can 
sometimes offer a very good 
deal for those borrowing smaller 
amounts over shorter periods. 

However, lots of people who 
have essential borrowing needs, 
such as meeting unexpected costs, 
cannot access or afford existing 
forms of credit. Some could afford 
to pay back a loan over time but not 


the often high levels of interest that 
may be involved. 

As a result the government 
provided Fair4All Finance - a 
not-for-profit organisation set up 
in 2019 - with £3.8m of funding to 
pilot a “no-interest loans scheme” 
aimed at people in this situation. 

The first stage of the pilot is 
now under way. Since January, 
South Manchester credit union has 
been offering no-interest loans of 
between £100 and £2,000. 

Customers may be eligible in 
situations in which they are turned 
down for a standard loan with 
interest because of affordability 
reasons, but removing the interest 
makes the loan affordable. 

“So far, the average loan value 
has been £490, with reasons 
for loans ranging from paying 
for driving lessons and upfront 
nursery fees to enable customers 
to get back in to work, to funds 
for housing deposits and to 
buy school uniforms, essential 
furniture and white goods,” 
Fair4All Finance says. 

The average loan term is 12 
months, but the South Manchester 
credit union says it can go up to 
amaximum of 24 months for the 
larger loans. Most of the applicants 
had poor or very poor credit scores, 
yet to date, 94% of repayments had 
been met, it adds. 

Officially, South Manchester 
credit union’s no-interest loans 
pilot has finished, but “we’re still 
doing them”, Sheenagh Young, its 
chief executive, says. “We named it 
the Stepping Stone loan,” 

Those who have taken one out 
include Zainab, 43, who had moved 
into anew home after domestic 
violence. The property was largely 
unfurnished and she needed a loan 
to buy carpets, beds and bedding. 
Her credit rating was damaged by 
utility company defaults linked to 
her having fled her previous home. 


Vv Buying school uniforms is one 
reason why people request loans 
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‘People before profit’ 
What are credit unions? 


Credit unions are not-for-profit co- 
operatives owned and controlled 
by their members that have 
traditionally specialised in loans 
and savings for the less well-off. 

There are about 400 of them in 
the UK, and membership is based 
ona “common bond”, which might 
be working in a particular industry 
or living in a certain area. 

To find a credit union that 
you may be eligible to join, go to 
findyourcreditunion.co.uk 

Supporters say they playa 
unique role in providing an ethical 
home for people’s savings cash, 
and affordable loans to those who 
may otherwise be forced to turn to 
high-cost lenders or loan sharks. 

Ina speech last month, the 
Treasury economic secretary, John 
Glen, paid tribute, saying: “Again 
and again the sector has lived 
its core values ... putting people 
before profit and rising to meet the 
challenges of our times.” 

Credit unions have been 
increasingly targeting people of all 
incomes, and many have branched 
out into current accounts, 
mortgages and other products. 

Despite widespread support 
from many quarters, credit unions 
have remained relatively low-key. 
But membership is on the rise: 
the number of adults who belong 
to one in the UK has reached 1.92 
million, which is a new record, 
according to Bank of England data. 


Her income was limited, too, but 
the credit union was able to offer 
her a £300 no-interest loan to get 
carpets fitted. 

A wider pilot rollout is due to 
begin later this year. 

A separate scheme to test out 
a prize draw savings account 
called PrizeSaver ran between late 
2019 and early 2021. This proved 
asuccess, and 16 credit unions 
around the UK - including South 
Manchester, London Capital, 
Clockwise and Plane Saver - are 
continuing to run PrizeSaver. 

With this, every £1in your 
PrizeSaver account at the end of 
the month gives you one automatic 
entry into the following month’s 
draw. You get amaximum of 200 
entries a month, even if you have 
more than £200 in savings. Every 
month, one person belonging to 
one of the 16 credit unions wins 
£5,000, 10 savers win £50, and 10 
win £20. 

The upcoming financial services 
and markets bill is set toincludea 
provision enabling credit unions to 
offer hire purchase and conditional 
sale agreements (similar to hire 
purchase) to their members. This 
means that, like their counterparts 
in the US, they would be able to 
offer products such as car finance. 

Five credit unions have gone 
under since January, though some 
in the industry say those that cease 
trading often tend to be small, with 
afew hundred active members. 
Credit unions are covered by the 
Financial Services Compensation 
Scheme, which protects savings up 
to £85,000. 


Denmark has begun the process of trying to send refugees from 
Damascus back to Syria, claiming the city is now safe. 


Ayais one of them. What happens when youre threatened with deportation 


toa place you can't remember? 


Scan the OR code or watch now 
at theguardian.com/documentaries 
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Consumer champions 
Zoe Wood 


SSE threatens legal action 
over money we don't owe 


On 26 January we were sent 

an estimated energy bill for 
more than £1,000 by SSE which 
is roughly three times our 
usual usage. When I pointed 
out to it that we had sent 
readings and the estimate was 
too high, the bill was revised up 
to £5,043. 

We supplied SSE with meter 
readings when we moved 
into the property in 2019 and 
have sent it regular updates, 
often as photographs, so it is 
possible to see exactly what our 
usage has been over the past 
three years. 

However, there has often been 
a huge discrepancy between 
the actual readings and SSE’s 
estimated ones. We explained 
this to various departments 
and were recently told that our 
account had been passed to back 
billing and “final demands” 
would be suspended. 

Today we received a legal 
action warning notice letter 
which told us to pay now “or 
you may lose your electricity 


supply”. It also warns SSE could 
“put a record of your payment 
default on your credit file”. 

We need someone to help sort 
out this serious problem as we 
are being threatened with bailiff 
action over money we cannot 
possibly owe. 

CW, Sunbury-on-Thames 


What a mess - but one we have 
been able to clear up. The shocking 
bill you received was a “catchup 
bill” issued after SSE’s back 
billing team established that the 
estimated readings your account 
has been based on since you moved 
in were lower than they should 
have been. 

Under back billing rules a 
supplier cannot charge for energy 
used more than 12 months 
ago if you were not correctly 
billed for it. This reconciliation 
process has resulted in a £3,285 
credit to your account which, 
along with payments you have 
made, has reduced the amount 
owed to £1,274. 

A spokesperson for SSE Energy 
Services, which since 2019 has 
been owned by Ovo Energy, 


said: “We’re very sorry for the 


shortfalls in service this customer 
experienced.” 

SSE has offered a £200 credit 
as a goodwill gesture which 
you accepted albeit grudgingly. 
You say SSE’s customer service 
“failed in every way” and feel 
your complaints were only taken 
seriously once we got involved. 


Ican't fly as BA and Qatar 


won't let me change ticket 
We are writing to you out of sheer 
desperation. My husband and 
Ibooked flights to Seychelles 

via Opodo for a holiday in 

July to celebrate our wedding 
anniversary. 

When we made the booking my 
passport was in my maiden name 
and we were under the impression 
that passport details had to be 
input at the same time. 

However, my passport expires 
in August and Seychelles requires 
one that is valid for at least six 
months so I applied for anew one 
in my married name. 

In April we contacted Opodo 
about this and I was advised to 
email a copy of my new passport 
and marriage certificate. However, 
a month later I received an email 
telling us that the airlines - British 
Airways (BA) and Qatar Airways - 
did not allow this type of change. 

We contacted BA directly and 
were advised to email copies of 
my old and new passport as well 


Sri 
A Visiting Seychelles requires a 
passport valid for at least six months 


as the marriage certificate. But 
when I followed it up I was told to 
contact Opodo. 

BA said our flights were being 
operated by Qatar Airways so we 
should try that airline. But Qatar 
Airways told us that, because we 
booked through Opodo, rather 
than directly with the airline, it 
couldn’t do anything. 

We went back to Opodo and it 
suggested cancelling the flights 
and requesting a refund of £1,698. 
However, the cancellation fee 
would be £1,212. We are nowat an 
absolute loss at what to do. We 
cannot afford to buy a new ticket. 
LP, Bristol 


You have been passed from pillar 
to post on this and it took another 
fortnight of chasing from me to 
sort this out, but in the end Opodo 
came through. 

It says amending names on 
flight tickets requires a specific 
process which needs to be 
authorised by the carrier that owns 
the ticket. 

An Opodo spokesperson 
says: “The name change in this 
instance was a multifaceted 
request as the booking includes 
codeshare flights, which means 
that some British Airways 
marketed flights in the itinerary 
are actually operated by its partner 
Qatar Airways.” 

It adds: “We are pleased that 
after our intervention, British 
Airways has finally allowed a 
new ticket to be issued with 
the customer’s updated name. 
While the airline requires the 
payment of a fee [£100] for this 
change, we will cover this cost as a 
goodwill gesture.” 


We welcome letters but cannot answer 
individually. Email us at consumer. 
champions@theguardian.com or 
write to Consumer Champions, 
Money, the Guardian, 90 York Way, 
London N1 9GU. Please include a 
daytime phone number. Submission 
and publication of all letters is subject 
to our terms and conditions: http:// 
theguardian.com/letters-terms 


The Guardian Jobs Classified 


Senior Civil Service Grade 3 


Corporate HR Director 
£96,170 - £107,566 per annum 


Location: Bruce Street, Belfast 


This is an exciting opportunity to lead the HR function through a time 


of significant change. 


We are looking for a dynamic and effective leader and manager with 
specialist expertise who wants to do something really purposeful at 
the heart of public service. You will bring a track record of leadership 


www.nicsrecruitment.org.uk 


and senior management achievement, demonstrating innovation and 
making sense of organisational challenges to transform the way we 


deliver HR services. 


If you are excited about this opportunity, and if you have the 
experience and track record we are looking for, we would like to 


hear from you. 


Completed application forms must be submitted no later 
than 12:00 noon (UK time) on Friday 24 June 2022, 

To arrange an informal, confidential discussion about 
this role, please email: wesley.emmett@sibni.org 


ALL APPLICATIONS FOR EMPLOYMENT ARE CONSIDERED STRICTLY ON THE BASIS OF MERIT. 


The NICS is an equal opportunities employer. We are committed to creating a diverse and inclusive workplace and welcome 
applications from all suitably experienced persons regardless of their religious belief, race, ethnicity, gender, age, disability or 
Sexual orientation. Applications are particularly welcomed from females who are under-represented at this grade. 


www.nicsrecruitment.org.uk 


Ref: IRC279020 


For more detailed information and to apply, please go to 


Applications from women, young people (people under the age of 35), 
people with a disability and people from minority ethnic communities are 
particularly welcomed for this post. 


Northern Ireland 


Civil Service 
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Money hacks 


How to avoid falling victim 


to online and phone scams 


Jess Clark 


Stop and think 


Fraudsters will try to make 

you move money quickly by 
pretending your cash is at risk or 
that you are about to miss out on 
aonce- in-a-lifetime deal. 

They create a sense of “urgency, 
authority and scarcity” to put 
pressure on victims, says Paul 
Maskall, the fraud and cybercrime 
prevention manager at UK Finance. 
Their schemes often work “because 
we are distracted, for example on 
the school run or at work”. 

The financial trade body has an 


anti-fraud campaign called Take 
Five, which advises consumers to 
stop and think before handing over 
any money or personal details. 

If you feel under pressure to 
make rapid decisions, take a 
moment to assess the situation - 
just pausing for a few minutes can 
help you identify a fraudster. 

Taking your time to reread 
amessage can help you spota 
potential scam: a fraudulent text 
may include spelling mistakes, 
while an email may be froma 
slightly different address to that of 
a legitimate person or company. 

Your bank will never call you to 
ask you to move money into anew 
account, so resist any pressure from 
a caller to do so. 


If sky-high investment returns 
advertised on social media seem 
too good to be true, they probably 
are. There is always time to look 
into a company before you trust it 
with any of your cash. The Get Safe 
Online website has a checker tool to 
help you quickly find out whether 
a page is likely to be legitimate. 

You can also search the Financial 
Conduct Authority’s online register 
of regulated investment firms. 

Arecent trend has been 
fraudsters pretending to be family 
members on WhatsApp and asking 
to borrow money. If you get a 
message like this, you can check 
whether it is genuine by taking 
time to contact the actual family 
member via another channel. 


Ignore links 


Do not click on links in texts or 
emails, even if the message appears 
to come from a company or person 
you trust. Unfortunately, there are 
always new scams to be aware of as 
con artists regularly update their 
tactics to trick victims. 

Fraudsters often latch on to 
current affairs, which is why there 
was a Surge in parcel scams and 
fake NHS test-and-trace texts 
in the pandemic. Maskall says 
there has been an increase in 
scams associated with the cost 
of living crisis, for example those 
pretending to be the local council 
getting in touch to give you the 
£150 council tax rebate. 

You should ignore any messages 
you are sent via text or email asking 
you to click ona link until you are 
sure it is legitimate. 


Call back 


HM Revenue & Customs, your bank 
or another financial institution 
may occasionally call you out of the 
blue, but it is unusual and should 
set alarm bells ringing. 

Fraudsters can override caller 
ID, so even if you get a call froma 
number you recognise it cannot 
necessarily be trusted. Number 
spoofing also allows them to take 
over text chains with your bank. 

If you were not expecting a 
call and cannot be 100% sure 
who you are speaking to, hang up 
immediately and find the official 
phone number to call them back. 

Similarly, if anyone ever asks you 
for money over text or email, or 
tells you their payment details have 
changed, even if it is someone you 
know, you should call them ona 
trusted number first. 


Check security settings 


Most scams happen at least 
partially online so it makes sense to 
toughen up your security settings. 

Ifhackers access your emails 
or social media profiles, they can 
get personal information to help 
them convince you the scam is 
legitimate. These tactics are used 
by invoice scammers, who hack 
emails to intercept messages toa 
trusted party, such as a solicitor. 
They then take over the email 
thread and mimic the style of 
writing to convince someone to 
transfer a large sum of money toa 
new bank account. 

Use strong passwords on your 
email and social media accounts, 
and do not use the same one on 
more than one account, to avoid 
them being compromised. Usea 
password manager if you struggle 
to remember passwords. 


A recent trend has 
been fraudsters 
pretending to be 
family members on 


WhatsApp, asking to 
borrow money 


You should ignore 
any messages you are 
sent via text or email 
asking you to click on 


a link until you are 
sure it is legitimate 


Pay carefully 


If you have decided the person 
you are dealing with is legitimate, 
you should still be cautious before 
handing over any money or 
personal information. You could, 
for example, transfer £1 first before 
calling the intended recipient 

to check whether it has reached 
their account. 

Many banks will alert you ifthe 
account details you are sending 
money to do not match up with 
the information they have on file, 
which can help you avoid losing 
money. This is called confirmation 
of payee and is designed to stop 
fraud and mistakes. 

“Banks provide warnings, don’t 
just click through them,” says 
Patrick Hurley, lead ombudsman 
and director of casework at the 
Financial Ombudsman Service. 

If you use a credit or debit card 
when online shopping, you can ask 
your card provider for a chargeback 
if you find you have been scammed. 
Credit card users may be able to 
make a claim under the Consumer 
Credit Act for purchases of between 
£100 and £30,000. 

When you are shopping on an 
online marketplace - for example 
eBay - use the official payment 
method provided by the platform 
to make sure you are covered if 
something goes wrong. Do not 
be persuaded to pay with a bank 
transfer. 


Havea plan 


Know what to do if you accidentally 
end up falling for a scam - the faster 
you act, the more likely you are to 
get your money back. 
Ring your bank immediately 
as it may be able to block money 
from leaving your account if the 
payment has not gone through yet. 
Banks can try to get your money 
back from the fraudulent account 
before the con artist moves it on. 
Most big UK banks including 
HSBC, Lloyds, Barclays and 
Nationwide are signed up to the 
contingent reimbursement model 
(CRM) code, which provides 
rules for when consumers should 
get their money back if they 
are a victim of authorised push 
payments fraud. If your bank is not 
signed up, it will have its own rules 
on reimbursing customers who 
have been conned out of their cash. 
If your bank will not refund you, 
even after you have followed its 
complaints procedure, contact the 
Financial Ombudsman, which will 
investigate the issue and decide 
whether you should get a refund. 
According to Hurley, four in five 
cases escalated to the watchdog are 
decided in favour of the consumer. 
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Do you live within the M25? If you live outside the M25 


Choose home delivery with any of our subscription packages. 
You'll enjoy page after page of quality journalism ready to read 


in time for breakfast. free for six weeks. 


Prices below are monthly. 


Sign up to Deliver My Newspaper and they'll find a local 
business to deliver your chosen subscription package for 


FB "do" 


delivermynewspaper.co.uk 


Package Subscription rate 

Every day £69.99 

Monday to Saturday £59.99 The 
Weekend 

Saturday 

Sunday £17.99 


as Guardian TheObserver 


Full T&Cs apply. For full Guardian subscription terms and conditions, visit theguardian.com/subscription/terms. For Deliver My Newspaper terms and conditions, please refer to delivermynewspaper.co.uk 
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<Doncaster, Yorkshire 

£799,950 

As part of the jubilee celebrations, 38 towns 
applied for city status. Only eight were 
crowned: Colchester, Bangor, Dunfermline, 
Stanley (Falkland Islands), Douglas (Isle 

of Man), Wrexham, Milton Keynes and 
Doncaster. Bessacarr is a suburb between 
Doncaster racecourse, Potteric Carr nature 
reserve, Doncaster Golf Club and Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park. This four-bedroom family home 
has asummer house complete witha bar and 
a piano, perfect for a jubilee knees-up. It is less 
than 10 minutes’ drive to Doncaster Sheffield 
airport. Fine & Country, 01302591 000 


A Higham, Suffolk 
Fantasy £650,000 
house hunt Tea Caddy - named because of its 

e shape - isin Higham, about nine 

Homes nor miles from Colchester. The two- 

bedroom property covers 103 sq 
near the new metres (1,118 sq ft) with a mature 
* . es. garden behind holly hedging, 
jubilee C 1ties gothic-style windows, timber 

shutters and wooden floors. From 
Compiled by Anna White Colchester there is a mainline 


railway station with a fast service 
into London Liverpool Street in 


> Great Horkesley, Essex 
50 minutes. Savills, 01473 234 800 


£2m 


Up asweeping gravel drive is this Vv BowBrickhill, 
Grade II-listed house, which has its i 3 
origins in the 16th century. The six- Buckinghamshire 
bedroom home sits in 0.8 hectares £580,000 


(2 acres) of land with a patio terrace 
and a tree-lined walkway. There 

is also a barn which doubles as 

a workshop and astudio, anda 
separate annex witha kitchen, 
aliving room, a bedroom anda 
shower room. The village of Great 
Horkesley is also close to the jubilee 
city of Colchester, and has a cricket 
club that dates back to at least 1861. 
Strutt & Parker, 01473 220 433 


<Culross, Fife 
£1.4m 


Over the Forth Bridge from 
Edinburgh is the newly crowned 
Scottish city of Dunfermline. 
Follow the A994 to reach the 
National Trust village of Culross 
and an eight-bedroom, six- 
bathroom mansion for sale with 
views over the Firth of Forth. It 
has a typical Georgian facade with 
a pillared doorway, and is white 
harled under a slate roof. The regal 
pile sits in 1.8 hectares (4.4 acres) 
of wooded grounds, surrounded by 
a high stone wall. Many of the 16th 
century buildings in the village are 
owned by the National Trust, 
including the 1597 palace. Savills, 
0131291 0073 


On the south-easterly edge of 
Milton Keynes is a village with its 
own railway station which runs into 
the new jubilee city in 20 minutes 
(with one change at Bletchley). 
There is a detached three-bedroom 
house for sale that dates back to 
1885 and covers 136 sq metres 
(1,468 sq ft) including the garden 
office and garage. Jackson-Stops, 
01525 290641 


ADVERTIS 


Food and 


Drink 


checklist 1 


Get inspired and transform your eating habits with our selection of the finest 
gourmet goods, health foods, tantalising tipples and food services on offer 


Read more online! Visit checklists.co.uk 


Win a fantastic Aagrah Foods hamper 


Worth £135! 


With a rich restaurant heritage in Yorkshire 
spanning over 45 years, Aagrah Foods bring 
you amazing tasting, authentic Indian cooking 
sauces that are proving a massive hit with home 
cooks across the UK. 

To complement the sauces, Aagrah Foods 
have an ever-expanding library of recipes that 
can be found on YouTube @Aagrah Foods so 
you're never left without something new to try. 

Enter the competition to win a fantastic 30- 
item hamper that includes all of their award- 
winning cooking sauces, marinade spice blends 
and chutneys as well your own restaurant-style 
serving karahi and traditional naan-cloth. Not 
only that, but you'll also receive their wonderful 
cook-from-scratch recipe book, Hand over Fist. 
This is one you won't want to miss out on. 


ollow Ei ¥ © @checklistsocial 


Enter 


pair 
( hecklists.co.uk/win/aagrahfood | 
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AAGCRAK’ 


foods | tarka cooking sauces 


Available from independent stockists, selected 
supermarkets in Yorkshire (Morrison's, Asda, 
Co-Op), online at aagrahfoods.com and on Amazon. 


After spending more time at home and in the 
garden over the past two years, many people 
are on the lookout for the highest quality pizza 
ovens on the market. This is where Home Pizza 
Ovens come in. 

They offer an extensive range of home pizza 
ovens sourced from leading Italian and UK 
brands, to help you recreate restaurant- quality 
pizzas in the comfort of your own home. The 
range includes wood fuelled pizza ovens, gas 
fuelled pizza ovens, hybrid 
gas and wood ovens anda 
selection of GI.Metal pizza 
tools and accessories — used 
by the professionals. The 
Fontana Ischia Wood Pizza 
Oven, a classic Italian-styled 
pizza oven, is currently on 
sale too at only £1,359. 


Create restaurant-quality pizzas at home 


Visit homepizzaovens.co.uk to have a look at the range and call the 
experts on 0333 444 0865 to find the perfect pizza oven for you. 


Fine pastry made in the 
traditional manner 


Dorset Pastry, which is one of the UK’s only 
known producers of organic puff pastry, is 
based in the rolling hills of beautiful Dorset. 
Established in 2001, this iconic British brand 
have over 20 years of experience when it 
comes to producing high-quality pastry for use 
in both food service and at home. The team 
at Dorset Pastry source the finest ingredients, 
from the UK whenever possible, to create 
this exceptional product. Using the age-old 
technique of hand-folding and resting, Dorset 
Pastry take the hassle out of home baking, 
without compromising quality. 

Dorset Pastry doesn't contain any stabilisers, 
relaxants, or additives - commonly used 
to ensure consistency in mass production. 
The pastry is sold frozen, and the taste and 
characteristics can vary slightly, depending 
on the season or weather conditions when the 
wheat was harvested, and the butter produced. 


dorset [ea] pastry 


This organic approach to pastry-making gives 
Dorset Pastry an edge — a unique taste inspired by 
the West Country and all its elements. 


Visit dorsetpastry.com to find out more. 
Enjoy 10% off with exclusive discount code 
CHECKLIST10 until 17 June. 


EMENT 


Win VIP tickets to 
The Great British Beer 
Festival this summer 

Worth £138! 


Enter 
here 


From vineyards in 
northern Italy to the 
Jubilee street parties of 
=| Great Britain, celebrate in 
7 style with SL'M wines. 
aL] SL'M wine is sugar and 
carb free, made by expert 
winemakers to ensure that though it’s low in 
calories, it's packed full of flavour. Whatever 
your taste, they've got the perfect sugar-free 
wine for you: from delicious Rosé to their 
decadent sparkling pink and white wines. 
They also have a flavourful red, made from 
a blend of Barbera and Merlot grapes, anda 
refreshing white wine made from a Sauvignon 
and Chardonnay blend. 
The secret behind their sugar-free wine 
is the special yeast in a longer fermenting 
process, which turns all the natural sugars into 
alcohol, without compromising on flavour. 
Their wines are 11% ABV (their Rosé is 12% ABV) 


aE 


sum wine ed 


With the largest beer selection 
in the UK all under one roof, 
The Great British Beer Festival 
is the only destination for all 
things beer this summer. 
Enter this competition for 
your chance to win two VIP 
tickets and two festival T-shirts. 


Visit camra.org.uk to find out more about 
the festival and other events. 


> AS 


Sugar-free 11% w es 
eT 


with each 125ml glass of wine containing no more 
than 70kcal, which is two-thirds those of standard 
wines. Their wines also have up to 50% fewer 
sulphites than other wines on the market and are 
vegan approved. Raise a glass of SL’'M Wine to 
toast the Queen this Jubilee weekend. 


SLM f WINE 


Get 10% off any case of six or 12 bottles of 
SL'M Wine with code queen10 until 7 June 
at zerosugardrinks.store 


Enjoy better food at work 


Feedr exists to make food at work more fun, 
delicious and mindful. The team believe that 
great food brings people together. It creates 
connection, sparks conversation and breathes 
new life and enthusiasm into your workplace. 
But it can be a lot of hassle to manage. 

That's why the platform is built with 
businesses in mind: it's flexible, easy to use 
and has a vast number of features relevant 
to a business, such as PO numbers, team 
management and more. From daily subsidised 
meals and group orders for meetings, to 
exciting pop-ups and office pantry deliveries, 
Feedr can help you find a solution that works 
best for you. 

Feedr connects offices to their community of 
hand-picked vendors, who share their values of 


using ethically sourced ingredients and make their 
meals fresh on site every day. They use recyclable 
and compostable packaging and 100% of their 
deliveries are emissions free. 

The Feedr team feel passionate about inclusion 
and choice, and this is why they work with the 
best quality artisan vendors to ensure all dietary 
and lifestyle requirements are covered. 

The cherry on the cake? With their meal for a 
meal programme, for every meal ordered through 
Feedr, they also donate one to a school child in 
rural India through their partnership with the 
Akshaya Patra Foundation. 


@feedr 


Want to learn more? Visit feedr.co and receive 10% off your first order with code FEEDR10. 
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CERTIFIED 
STANDARDS 
FARMED 
WITH 
CARE 


Food can be a huge part of any celebration but 
with so many options, labels, and offers, it's no 
wonder many people feel overwhelmed when 

food shopping. That's where Red Tractor come 


: NN 


Visit the website redtractor.org.uk to find out more. 
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Celebrating the best of British with Red Tractor 


in. They cover everything from beef to barley, and 
their logo is only ever found on British food and 
drink products that have been certified to rigorous 
standards and are traceable right back to the 
British farms they came from. 

Red Tractor conduct over 60,000 checks across 
the supply chain every year to ensure your food is 
farmed with care and all Red Tractor farmers share 
their priorities to strive for the very best in animal 
health and wellbeing. 

Red Tractor do the work, so you don't have to. 
So, for peace of mind about what goes on your 
party table, just look for 
the Red Tractor label 
when you shop. 


CERTIFIED 
STANDARDS 


Street Distillery 


Nothing says British like a Gin & 
Tonic, and nothing says quality 
more than Bond Street's award- 
winning, hand-crafted gins. 
Bond Street Gins are produced 
on their 700 litre traditional 
copper still, in their lovingly 
restored Victorian factory. 

Creating delicious, 
approachable, quality gin, using 
the finest botanicals is the 
company’s mission and their very 
British Signature London Dry has 
won Gold Medals at the IWSC and 
the London Spirits Competition in 2022. 

Their creativity has won them acclaim 
with the public and gin aficionados alike. The 
very British Rhubarb & Custard Gin delicately 
combines delicious, tart rhubarb, with sweet 
vanilla notes. The traditional Mince Pie Gin is a 
seasonal favourite, and their Blood Orange and 
Raspberry Gins are fresh and fruity, elevating 
the flavour of the simple British raspberry and 
Mediterranean blood orange. 

The Navy Strength Gin is a pure must for 
naval commanders and martini enthusiasts 
alike, offering a smooth and elegant gin to be 
‘shaken or stirred.’ 

Sally Faulkner, owner and head distiller at 
Bond Street, is making a name for herself in the 
gin world and is dedicated to creating gins for 


Happy and glorious hand- orate British gin by Bond 


the people. With an onsite gin school, the public’s 
imagination and creativity is inspired and this 
year's new gin releases will ensure that Bond Street 
Gins will soon be in everyone's drinks cabinet. 


Visit thebondstreetdistillery.co.uk or scan QR code to go directly to their bottle store. 


Let them eat cake 


The Party Cake Ltd are a new British business 
created during the first UK Covid lockdown 

of 2020. They're a small (but growing) 
independent online business both selling 
directly and advertising an ever-expanding 
range of kitchen appliances, cookware, 
bakeware, cake decorating equipment, kitchen 
utensils and more. 


They specialise in yr, ws = ja SS 
mixers such as stand Hh y asi aa 4 Z 
z a es as = 
mixers, hand mixers | 7 
and blenders, food al n} sm eg 
mixers, kitchen mixers PINK BAKING SET \ ( ( Juz 
and cake mixers. To help ( - = @ 
celebrate the Queen's Y AS & i 


Platinum Jubilee, they 
have a special offer for 
the week. 


(7°. Cae 
ISVS 


For a 10% discount use the code QPJUBILEE10 at 
checkout. Visit the thepartycake.co.uk and follow 
Ej @thepartycake.co.uk to find out more. 


Celebrate Moonwake Beer Co's first birthday 


Moonwake Beer Co are an independent, craft 
beer brewery in Leith who are celebrating their 
first birthday this weekend. With the brewers’ 
collective 20 years of experience, they brew 
with precision and mindful intent. 

To celebrate their first birthday, Moonwake 
have brewed their first New England IPA which 
has been launched across the UK. 

Moonwake means ‘the moon's reflection 
on a body of water’. The New 

England style showcases 

the super soft water in their 
location on The Shore in Leith. 
The beer is hazy and loaded 
with hops giving it a juicy, 
citrus punch. 

This new beer sits alongside 
their other specials and core 
range of Lager, Pale Ale, IPA 
and Milk Stout which have 
all been precision brewed for 
easy drinkability. 


MOONWAKE 


BEER CO. 


Find out more about their birthday beer launch 
and save 10% on your first online order with 
CHECKLIST10 at moonwakebeer.com 


NEW ENGLAND IPA’) i: 


Yorkshire Tea's most dazzling brew 


Welcome to the world 
of Yorkshire Gold -a 
glorious golden brew 
made with the finest 
tea leaves from the best 
growers in Kenya, 
Rwanda, and Assam. 
Now encased ina 
golden box befitting 
of its brilliance, their 
finest brew has been 
awarded a gold star 
Great Taste award 

for its brightness, 
briskness and full- 
bodied flavour. 

It's a special blend 
that’s so splendidly 
satisfying, you'll have to have a nice sit down 
to savour it and take it all in. But don't worry, 
it is just as good as a way to get your day off to 
a golden start. And if you love it half as much 


as the Yorkshire Tea team do, you might just have 
found your brew for life. 


Visit yorkshiretea.co.uk to find out more. 


La Gioiosa launch Jubilee Prosecco Rosé with designer Yvonne Ellen 


Limited-edition La Gioiosa Prosecco Rosé Millesimato 
has been created in collaboration with British 
designer Yvonne Ellen to celebrate the Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee. 

Yvonne chose her pet budgies — Paul and Simon 
— to appear on the limited-edition label alongside a 
bright green parakeet — a breed that can be found by 
Buckingham Palace in London's Hyde Park. 

La Gioiosa Prosecco Rosé is the premium pink 


Saye 
LAGIOIOSA 


TAMOR( 


vegan fizz to share with and gift to loved ones. Raise a pretty glass 
together with friends and family during the anniversary bank holiday 
and into the summer. 
This Rosé is silky and full-bodied, presenting a very pleasant balance 
between fruity and floral notes and an intense aromatic profile. 
Limited-edition La Gioiosa Prosecco Rosé Millesimato 2021 is in Tesco, 
Waitrose, Sainsbury's and Majestic — RRP £10.99. #ShareTheJoy 


CAMPAGNA FINANZIATA Al SENS! DEL REG. UE N. 1308/2013 
CAMPAIGN FINANCED ACCORDING TO EU REG N. 1308/2013 


Visit Jagioiosa.co.uk and follow ©) @/agioiosa_uk to find out more. 


To advertise with Food & Drink Checklist, please call Hurst Media Company on 0203 478 6017 
Please visit checklists.co.uk/competitions-terms-and-conditions for full terms and conditions 


For more, visit checklists.co.uk and follow [F] WW (C) @checklistsocial 


Save now witha 
Guardian Weekly 
subscription 


Find clarity and save money witha Guardian Weekly subscription, delivered 
straight to your door every week. To celebrate the Jubilee Bank Holiday Weekend, 
we're offering half price offa monthly subscription for 3 months. 


Region Standard monthly price Offer price 


UK £12.50 £6.25 


50% off 


for 3months 


Payback time Partygate returns 


- to haunt Boris Johnson 


Wits 

Volte-face Has France lostits, ( sla rd la n\ \ eC ek [i \ j France's |¢ ov ack 
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Gua rdia ny Kit Ne anWe ek ly What is Nato really for?. 
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Avweek in the life of the world | Global edition 
8 APRIL 2022 | VOL.206 No.15 | £4.50 | €6.95" 
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Offer is 50% off the full subscription price for 3 months, followed by monthly subscription payments of £12.50. Currency will vary outside these regions. Offer not available to current subscribers of Guardian Weekly. You must be 18+ to 
be eligible for this offer. You must purchase a new Guardian Weekly monthly subscription by 11:59pm GMT on 24/06/2022 to be eligible for this offer. Offer is for the first 3 months. Offer subject to availability. Guardian Weekly reserves 
the right to end this offer at any time. Offer details correct at the time of printing. For offer terms and conditions visit https://subscribe.theguardian.com/p/BANKHOLIDAY50/terms and for full subscription terms and conditions visit 
theguardian.com/guardian-weekly-subscription-terms-conditions. 
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Solutions 
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Kakuro 


Codeword 


Fill the grid so that each block adds up to the total in the box above or to 
the left of it. You can only use the digits 1-9 and you must not use the same 


number twice ina block. 


ae 
fe all 
“a 


ABCDEFGH I 


ae ef 
a ia ae 
‘is FT 


Crack the code to fillin the crossword grid. Each letter of the alphabet makes 
at least one appearance in the grid and is represented by the same number 
wherever it appears. A number of letters have been decoded to help with the 
identification of other letters and words in the grid. 


18 7 14 «+1 16 10 13° }10 = |24 |24 22 1/18 
ees eee 
16 26 1 5 26 12 16 13 
ait 
26 «|5 101 
ee 


16 1 
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Suguru 


Train tracks 


Fill the grid so that each square 

in an outlined block contains a 
digit. A block of squares contains 
the digits 1 and 2, a block of three 
squares contains the digits 1, 2 and 
3, and so on. No same digit appears 
in neighbouring squares, not even 
diagonally. 


Lay tracks to enab 


le the train to travel from village A to 


village B. The numbers indicate how many sections of 


rail go in each row 


and column. There are only straight 


rails and curved rails. The track cannot cross itself: 


6 4 4 4 4 7 
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Time 

on your 
hands? 
Stay 
connected 
and keep 
in touch 
with your 
friends with 
our new 
Puzzles 


mobile app 
You can 

access more 
than 15,000 
crosswords and 
sudoku and 
solve puzzles 
online together. 
Download 

The Guardian 
Puzzles app and 
try it for free 
now. 
theguardian. 
com/ 
puzzlesapp 


Word wheel 


Find as many words as possible 
using the letters in the wheel. Each 
must use the central letter and at 
least two others. Letters may be 
used only once. You may not use 
plurals, foreign words or proper 
nouns. There is at least one nine- 
letter word to be found. Target: 
excellent 26, good 22, average 16 
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Quick crossword no 16,248 
Across Down 
1 Old chap? (4) 1 Old Mother Hubbard’s was empty! 
3 Take it to save time (5,3) (8) 
8 Turn it to keep reading (4) 2 Concise and vivid representation 
9 Close platonic relationship between (8) 
men (informal) (8) 4 Bother (6) 
11 Magic formula delivering easy 5 Recaptured from the past (10) 
access (4,6) 6 Hypocritical talk (4) 


14 Set routine (6) 

15 Nylon fabric used as a fastening (6) 

17 Often (10) 

20 Make a formal declaration (8) 

21 Organic compound excreted in 
urine (4) 

22 Proposes (8) 

23 Large gathering of people with 


7 Extreme body parts (4) 

10 Ropy footwear? (10) 

12 With no harmful consequences 
(4,4) 

13 State where people have more than 
one spouse at a time (8) 

16 Partly close one’s eyes (as when 
suddenly hit by bright light) (6) 


15 
16 


Yesterday's 
Quick crossword 


Solution no 16,247 


something in common (4) 18 Watering places like Bath, say (4) 
19 Instrument in suspension (4) 
Stuck? For help call 0906 200 83 83. Calls cost £1.10 
per minute, plus your phone company's access charge. 
Service supplied by ATS. Call 0330 333 6946 for 
customer service (charged at standard rate). 
Want more? Get access to more than 4,000 puzzles at 
theguardian.com/crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
www.guardianbookshop.com or call 0330 333 6846. 
Sandwich sudoku Chris Maslanka 
Solutions 
Medium Pyrgic: 1 Antoine and Antoinette : are many ways to proceed eg by : 4x 4grid 
O | nowadays generally get mindlessly : solving for one ofa, bandcin : (shown 
Place the digits churned out as if English names: : terms ofthe othertwoin(i);orby =: here)ona [| 
from1-9ineach 8 | AnnTwan and Ann Twanette. : adding or subtracting multiplesof : 3x3;sowe 
row, column and Lingerie is NOT pronounced : equations to or from each other. : expect S(3) 
3x3 block. 3 lonjeray; chaise longue is NOT : For example (ii) - 2() >6a+2b=3; : +S(4)=14+ 
The clues outside pronounced chaise longe. Is it : whereas (iii) - [(@i)+@]>9a+2b= { 30=44;but we subtract one for the 
the grid show postcolonial arrogance? (“We’ll : 4; whence a =1/3. Similarly b = '4 : double counting of the emboldened 
the sum of the 23 pronounce your words as we : andc=1/6. The result S(n) =n3/3+ : square (shownin the second 
numbers placed see fit!”) Or just laziness and low : n?/2+n/6is usually written S(n)= ~_: picture).] Point to Ponder How 
between the 1 and 24. | standards? And let us wish good : n(n+1)(2n+1)/6. : many squares of all sizes would 
9 in that row or luck to Tiirkiye, giventhat neither : 3ToprovethatS(n)=n(n+1)(2n : there bein Garabaggio’s 4th design? 
column. 7 | BBC Radio 4 nor the BBC World : +1)/6 Candy noted that S(n + 1) : 5 Answer next week! 


12 26.°6 


17 O 7 13 14 27 


Service can quite get their minds 
around “Kyiv”. Naughty Auntie! 

2 Candy first took d = 0 (after all 
S(0) = d), which simplified matters; 
[Point to Ponder Is that justified?] 
then taking S(1) = 12 = 1; S(2) = 12+ 
22 = 5; S(3) =12 + 22 + 32=14 we 

have (i)a+b+c=1; (ii) 8a+ 4b+ 
2c = 5; (iii) 27a + 9b + 3c = 14. There 


: -S(n) must equal (n + 1)2; which 

: (n+1)[M +2)(2n + 3) -n(2n +1)]/6 

: does. So if the formula holds for 

: S(n) it holds for S(m + 1) and so on; 
 butit holds for S(1) =1, and so on. 
: Point to Ponder Can you think of 
: another method? 

: 41,10, 43. [The third grid can be 

: thought of as a superposition ofa 


: Wordplay: Wordpool d), a), c); EPU 
: CELEBRATION; Same Difference 

: CARER, CARTER; Cryptic NEMESIS 
: (anagram of SEEMS IN), PIXIE, 

: STANDOFFISH (stand of fish); 

: Missing Links a) village/green/ 

: house, b) soft/drinks/party, c) brie/ 

: fly/past, d) military/band/stand, 

: e) flag/ship/yard, f) fast/track/suit. 


ACROSS 


for your business (10) 


AXA Business Insurance provides it, starts with ‘P’ 


AXA Insurance UK Plc is authorised and regulated by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 


Work hard, insure easy. 


Search AXA Business Insurance 
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snub, an awol 
Andrew... how's 


your jubilee? 


Marina 
Hyde 


: 4 ; | 
arold Nicolson famously wrote 
that the Queen became Queen in 
1952 “while perched ina tree in 
Africa watching the rhinoceros 
come down to the pool to 
drink”. She was wearing jeans. 
For much of the succeeding 
70 years, she has been the one for 
whom royal safarists will wait patiently for a short 
glimpse, which they got on Thursday when she came 
on to the Buckingham Palace balcony dressed like 
a particularly fragile Wedgwood vase. 

The thing about royal pageantry is that even 
committed ironists wilt in the face of it. Mark Twain 
covered Queen Victoria’s diamond jubilee, sent over to 
do the job for American readers by William Randolph 
Hearst, and only managed a single, final sentence of 
wryness after several thousand awestruck words. 
“One can enjoy a rainbow,” Twain reflected, “without 
necessarily forgetting the forces that made it.” 

For some, of course, enjoyment is quite out of the 
question. But I hope that, like me, you very much enjoy 
the grandeur of those who feel bound to issue their 
own regular court-and-social bulletins concerning 
the jubilee. “I will not be watching this.” “I will not be 
attending a street party.” “I will be clicking my knitting 
needles.” Marvellous. It’s very good of them to emerge 
on to their digital balconies to acknowledge their 
public at all, of course, and perhaps accept a posy or 
two from their devoted followers. But also, it’s funny 
how both the most ardent royalists and republicans in 


this country embody the sweetly ridiculous solipsism 
of that brilliant final couplet from AA Milne’s poem 
about changing the guard at Buckingham Palace. 
“To you think the King knows all about me?’ ‘Sure to, 
dear, but it’s time for tea...’ ” 
Clearly, the ability to look an extra bank holiday 
in the mouth is hugely admirable, and venturing 
repeatedly online to express disdain is a form of tireless 
service in itself, and a much more improvingly awful 
way to spend one’s time than simply going to the pub 
and ignoring it pleasurably there. Indeed, given the 
focus on constancy, we have to recall that drunkenness 
has long been a feature of such occasions. I reada 
hilarious newspaper report from the 1977 silver jubilee, 
which featured a Scottish guy in town for the football 
who’d been startled by an early-morning rehearsal 
of the carriage procession a few days before the main 
event. “I was frightened,” he said. “I haven’t been 
sober since Thursday, and I thought it must be Tuesday 
or the Scotland team doing a lap of honour round 
London.” This report also contained the deathless line: 
“The foreign office last night confirmed that Mr Enoch 
Powell would be spending [the] jubilee in Moscow.” 
Hand on heart, this is my nerdy favourite part of all 
these events - the ability to go back and read what all 
sorts of different people were really thinking about the 
thing, and then flash forward to see what’s changed 
(or hasn’t). Ben Pimlott’s brilliant biography of the 
Queen suggests that part of the monarch’s 
reticence about her coronation being 
televised was fear that the appearance 


Crowds watch 
the flypast near 
Buckingham 
Palace on 
Thursday 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
XINHUA/REX 


The Guardian Saturday 4 June 2022 


2 


A Kardashian snub, an awol 
Andrew... how's your jubilee? 
Marina Hyde 


€ Continued from front 


of boredom would be inadvertently 
@> transmitted (she had been bored at her 
own father’s crowning). 

Boredom has been the constant stalking horse of 
her role. Ialways think the British rather like to see 
their royals miserable and suffering out of “duty”, 
which is a huge part of why they cursed Diana for 
trying unsuccessfully to have a life away from it 
(then pretended they’d never done so when she 
died). A currently more successful escape attempt 
by Diana’s son has driven people far madder than 
the actions of someone sixth in line to the throne 
ever should have. People who wouldn’t dream of 
sacrificing so much as an active role in the Mail Online 
comments section demand superhuman feats of 
misery absorbance in their royals. 


ut back to 1953, and the BBC was 
making supposedly terrible mistakes 
even then. A throwaway line in the 
Radio Times suggesting the Queen 
had approved of the coverage of her 
father’s death was regarded as totally 
incendiary. She had precisely no view, 
insisted the royal household, and that 
was the point. (Today, in an age where permanently 
having an opinion is fetishised, the Queen is perhaps 
the last person whose opinions remain sacredly 
unknown.) At the coronation itself, Noel Coward made 
a joke about the Queen of Tonga so outrageous that he 
uncharacteristically disowned it, perhaps worrying 
that he’d be cancelled. In fact, he felt he had been 
cancelled in Tonga, judging that a planned visit the 
following year had been rendered “quite impossible”. 

Snubs closer to home remain a huge part of many 
royal occasions, as they have been since long before 
the 13th fairy failed to make the cut for Sleeping 
Beauty’s christening. Kim Kardashian, presently 
on some kind of unilateral state visit to the UK, 
reportedly sought to gain an invitation to today’s 
jubilee party, but was rebuffed. Other no-shows? 
Icouldn’t believe it when Prince Andrew announced 
he had Covid and therefore would not be attending 
yesterday’s service at St Paul’s. That was the exact 
same excuse I was going to use to get out of writing 
acolumn ona bank holiday, but then Iremembered 
that I’d had it in January, and also haven’t just paid 
£12m to an accuser in a sexual assault case. So here we 
are. And, indeed, here the Duke of York is not. 

In 1953, even the celebrated photographer 
Cecil Beaton feared he’d be NFI, though he needn’t 
have worried. He took the mesmerisingly bravura 
official portraits of the new Queen, not in Westminster 
Abbey itself, but afterwards, and against a painted, 
impressionistic backdrop of the church. Beaton 
perhaps always understood that royalty needed extra 
artifice to work - succeeding most dramatically as 
a representation of a representation. His dreamlike 
coronation picture stands in poignant contrast to the 
rather artless photo of the Queen released to mark the 
platinum jubilee. Presumably the sitter has got bored 
of this process down the decades, but then a wistful 
nostalgia is quintessential to all royal occasions. Many 
cannot watch without wondering if the country just 
did things better in a past that is constantly retreating. 

“The coronation was a phoenix-time,” 

Princess Margaret once said. “Everything was 

being raised from the ashes. There was this 
gorgeous-looking, lovely young lady, and nothing 
to stop anything getting better and better.” This isn’t 
quite the whole story of that post-imperial moment, 
but it’s rather difficult to avoid the unfortunate 
contrasts with our present one, where it currently 
feels to many as though there is little to stop things 
getting worse and worse. 

Ah, there it is again. Encouraging us to look 
backward and forward at the same time, at the same- 
yet-different of it all. This is perhaps the trick of 
royalty in its most successful form. You don’t have 
to like it - that would be absurd. But to be unable to 
find anything to be interested in about it at all, well ... 
that seems a wasted opportunity, and none of us can 
drink to that. 
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Health 


The NHS is under threat. 
Increased attacks on GPs 
should bea wake-up call 


The substantial recent rise in criminal acts of violence at 
GP surgeries across the UK should be a wake-up call for 
the health secretary and the public. Pressure on primary 
care has been building for years. The situation is now 
increasingly alarming for doctors as well as patients. 

A freedom of information request by the British Medical 
Journal (BMJ) revealed that police are recording an 
average of three violent incidents at surgeries every day. 
GPs have told the Guardian of angry patients breaking 
doors down and threatening to stab them. 

This is dangerous for doctors and other staff, 
particularly receptionists in public areas. While attacks 
on hospital staff have also increased, there is a different 
dynamic in GP surgeries, which are smaller and do not 
have the same security arrangements. 

Ministers have been promising for years to address 
the UK’s GP shortage. In 2015, when he was health 
secretary, Jeremy Hunt pledged to increase the number 
of GPs in England by 5,000 - anumber later increased 
to 6,000. But the number of family doctors has fallen. 
From 29,364 full-time equivalents in 2015, the overall 
figure fell to 27,939 in 2020. There are also GP shortages 
in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. 

Aside from the threat of violence itself, the 
obvious risk is that recruitment and retention of 
family doctors could become even harder. The irony 
is that becoming a doctor is widely seen as desirable, 
and entry to medical schools is highly competitive. 

But the evidence of increasing numbers quitting 
the profession shows that for many, the work fails 


to live up to expectations - or that, over time, the 
stress starts to outweigh the rewards. 

When she retired, Clare Gerada, a former chair of 
the Royal College of GPs, described how sad she felt 
about the way that her relationships with patients 
had been “eroded and devalued”. One-third of GPs 
are planning to leave their roles within five years, 
according to a survey carried out in April. The 
proportion among those over 50 was two-thirds. 

Lack of investment is a huge part of the problem. 
Parts of the NHS have been running on empty for 
years. The refusal of ministers to accept the need 
for a long-term workforce strategy, with clear 
targets for recruitment, seriously undermines 
Conservative claims to support the NHS. By letting 
these holes in the workforce keep on growing, they 
jeopardise its future - and create opportunities for 
private health businesses. 

But underfunding is only part of an increasingly 
complex health policy picture. The reality, 
recognised by doctors and policymakers, is that 
healthcare has become more complicated as 
increased longevity and advances in medical 
science have led to more people living for longer 
with multiple conditions. Rising rates of obesity 
and dementia have placed new demands on 
health and care systems. Brexit has also played a 
part. Prof Martin Marshall of the Royal College of 
GPs blames “nonsensical” immigration rules for 
making it harder to recruit. 

Last year, Sajid Javid unwisely joined ina 
press campaign aimed at pressuring GPs to 
restore pre-Covid working practices. The BMJ’s 
research shows just how irresponsible some of 
this rhetoric has been. Ministers should speak up 
for GPs, and explain how they plan to address the 
mismatch between demand and capacity. The 
situation with NHS dentistry, with some areas now 
“dental deserts” where those who cannot afford 
private treatment go without, is a cautionary tale. 


China 


Hong Kong's freedoms 
are gone, but they are not 
forgotten by its people 


Three years ago, Hong Kong rose up in an extraordinary 
defence of the freedoms that had been promised to 

it until 2047 on its return to China, but which were 

fast vanishing. The one in four people who protested 
were under no illusion that they would win. Yet nor 

did they anticipate quite how swiftly and ruthlessly 
the authorities would crush them and impose a 
draconian national security law. 

Matters have only got worse. The judiciary, media, 
academia and civil society are under unrelenting 
pressure. Last month, John Lee - the security chief who 
oversaw the crackdown - was voted in as Hong Kong’s 
new chief executive by the city’s election committee, 
made up of about 0.02% of the city’s population. 

He was the sole candidate. Days later, 90-year-old 
Cardinal Zen, Hong Kong’s most senior (and beloved) 
Catholic cleric, was arrested for his involvement with 
a fund that had provided legal and financial assistance 
to people prosecuted over the protests. 

Activists and others now face a bleak choice, 
suggests one historian: exile, self-censorship or 
jail. Many are not eligible for the British national 
(overseas) scheme or similar opportunities, cannot 
afford to go, or have been barred from leaving. Some 
are determined to speak out, like the activist and 
lawyer Chow Hang-tung, jailed for her involvement 
with the 4 June vigils commemorating Beijing’s 
bloody crackdown on Tiananmen Square’s 
pro-democracy protests in 1989 - who has used 
her trials to keep memories of the massacre alive. 


Others will mourn in Hong Kong privately, or in 
their new homes many miles away. 

Tens of thousands have moved abroad, many 
to Britain, and some are consciously working to 
rebuild the city’s civil society overseas, with a 
film festival in the UK, and a Hong Kong fair in 
Vancouver. In exile, they are “imagining our own 
small Hong Kong into being”, writes Louisa Lim 
in Indelible City, one of a cluster of new works by 
authors who grew up in the city. These books, too, 
are keeping Hong Kong alive. Though saturated 
with loss, Indelible City and Karen Cheung’s 
memoir The Impossible City strive to be love letters, 
not eulogies. They longingly evoke the smell 
of hot peppers fried with fish paste, the shabby 
bookstores and seaside villages, even as they 
acknowledge the gross inequalities. 

Above all, they capture the remarkable, creative 
resistance of a city which most had previously 
regarded as apolitical, conservative and motivated 
largely by money. Though a substantial part of the 
population sided with Beijing, support for protesters 
remained astonishingly widespread even when 
some turned to violence, with their actions seen asa 
response to the authorities’ escalating aggression. 

In fact, Hong Kong has a rich history as a liminal 
space “of outcasts and rebels”, as Lim’s book and 
Ho-fung Hung’s academic analysis, City on the 
Edge, demonstrate. These books not only challenge 
the Chinese Communist party’s narrative, but 
also, importantly, the attitudes of Britons who saw 
only a “barren rock” to colonise, were interested 
in controlling the people rather than governing 
them, and remained ignorant of and indifferent 
to the lives and wishes of those they ruled until it 
was much too late. They lament the Hong Kong 
that might have been, and - as grim as the situation 
looks - ask what it could be again one day: “The 
struggle for the future of Hong Kong did not end 
... It has just begun,” says Hung. 
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This jubilee is 


like no other: as 


we look back we 


see the future 


Martin 
Kettle 


ow much, if at all, has Elizabeth II’s 
platinum jubilee mattered in the 
larger scheme of things British? 

It’s easy to wax pompous about 
this on both sides. Enduring 
monarchical splendour? Merely 
bread and circuses? It doesn’t help 
that jubilees are such odd events, 
contingent and ephemeral. They follow no defined 
pattern, and have no constitutional significance. Those 
of us with grey hair are now enjoying, if that’s the right 
word, our fourth royal jubilee in 45 years. But our 


children and grandchildren may never see another one. 


There are, nevertheless, three chewable things to 
say about royal jubilees. They have all been on display 
again this week. The first, whether you like it or not, 
is that jubilees are memorable, shared events for very 
large numbers of our fellow citizens. The second is that 
the content and resonance of jubilees have changed 
in significant ways over the years, and each hasa 
particular character, including this platinum one. 
Finally, and without necessarily meaning to, jubilees 
also tell us something about the state of our country, its 
institutions and its culture, especially but not solely as 
reflected in its relationship with the monarchy. 

The first of these points has been clear to me 
since childhood. Although raised in a defiantly 
non-monarchist household, I never forgot my 
grandmother’s vivid 1960s account of being taken, 
aged 10, to watch Queen Victoria pass through London 
on her diamond jubilee in 1897. She said she had never 
been in so noisy a crowd. She was surprised to see the 
Queen was so small, which is something that people 
also say about Elizabeth II today. She remembered 
being very disappointed that Victoria was not wearing 
acrown. Most strikingly of all, she claimed that the 
Queen looked her in the eye as her carriage passed. 

It’s hardly surprising that it all made such an 
impression on my grandmother. For she was not 
alone in feeling involved. Victoria’s jubilees in 1887 
and 1897 were genuinely national events, though 
probably not in Ireland. They also set templates that 
survive in some respects today, including the lighting 
of beacons across the country and the central role of 
the outdoor tea party. 


A platinum 
jubilee beacon 
is set alight 

at Edinburgh 
Castle on 
Thursday 
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4 4 Prince 
William's 
ill-starred tour of the 
Caribbean this spring 
showed how much 
has changed since 
the 1977 silver jubilee 


Where the jubilees of Victoria differed from 
today was that the British empire was absolutely 
front and centre. The 1887 jubilee was Britain’s first 
great imperial celebration of itself. Imperial might 
was again the leading note in 1897, although in amore 
uneasy guise for some. 

The empire was still at the centre of George V’s 
silver jubilee of 1935, in which the present Queen, 
then aged nine, also played a part. As in the Victorian 
jubilees, vast military and naval reviews played 
central roles in the proceedings. This week’s flypasts 
were as nothing by comparison. 

Imperial legacies still lingered in Elizabeth’s silver 
jubilee in 1977, when the Queen made extensive tours 
of the Commonwealth as part of the celebrations. 

But in 2022 the imperial connection is vestigial, as 

is any attempted parade of British military might. 
Prince William’s ill-starred tour of the Caribbean this 
spring showed how much has changed. It ought to 
prompt Prince Charles, if he is smart, to make clear 
he would be happy to give up being head of any state 
other than this one. 

This jubilee has been a celebration not of the 
Queen’s possessions and dominions, or of her own 
dysfunctional family or any supposed family of 
nations, but simply of herself and her long life as 
monarch. If all jubilees are to an extent one-offs, this 
first and possibly only platinum jubilee in British 
history is even more of a one-off than the others. 

It is proving to bea very peculiar experience. Unlike its 
predecessors, even the diamond jubilee of 2012, this 
one is suffused with the knowledge of the passing of 
the old order. Everyone, the Queen included, knows it 
will be the last of her reign, even if she lives to 100. 


om Nairn wrote in the 1980s that the 
monarchy allows the British to look 
into an enchanted glass and imagine 
that we all still live in the imperial 
past, even though of course we do 
not. In much the same way, the 2022 
jubilee has been a magic mirror in 
which we can permit ourselves, if we 
wish, to imagine the world after Elizabeth. This jubilee 
has been a kind of soft-focus funeral for an era. 

What does it tell us about Britain today? If you read 
accounts of earlier jubilees, the impression is always 
of a unified and flag-waving country enthusiastically 
honouring the long-reigning monarch and the 
institution of monarchy. There are some who have 
seen nothing more than that again this week. But it 
isn’t true, is it? Goodwill towards the Queen may be 
near universal, but it does not extend to her heirs in 
the same way. Monarchy is less popular now than a 
decade ago. More people told YouGov last month that 
they were not interested in the jubilee than said they 
were. Increasingly, the flags we wave - if we wave 
them at all - are not just those of the union but of its 
component, straining parts, not to mention those of 
Ireland and Europe. 

That doesn’t make us an incipiently republican 
people, although there’s more of it around than some 
imagine. But it does make us a divided one, and the 
booing of Boris Johnson outside St Paul’s yesterday is 
one small sign of that. It has been a happy jubilee in 
all kinds of ways, but the inhabitants of this island are 
struggling more than ever to find a larger and more 
shareable idea of Britain that we can all embrace. 
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Bike scooter or 


bus? Travel says 


alot about the 


society we want 


Andy 
Beckett 


na lot of ways, cities are about movement. 
Commuting, cultural visits, social trips or just 
staring out of the bus window, feeling part of 
the flow: motion makes urban life fulfilling, 
sometimes very tiring and occasionally 
sublime. Over recent years, without much 
discussion, the way we move around cities 
has changed. The change started before 
the pandemic, but Covid accelerated it, and it has 
continued as the pandemic has apparently receded. 
Since 2010, the UK has acquired bike-hire schemes 
and Ubers, more than 1m electric bikes and electric 
scooters, and other personal transport solutions, 
from electric skateboards to bikes with trailers. 
A whole new world of what transport theorists call 
“micromobility”, some of it backed by corporations, 
not all of it legal, has appeared on urban roads. 
For some people, it has been liberating. Owning 
acar ina city is expensive, especially during an 


ILLUSTRATION: NATHALIE LEES 


energy crisis, and increasingly impractical, thanks 

to much-needed environmental measures such as 
low-traffic neighbourhoods. Micromobility offers 
more personal choice - you can go almost anywhere; 
greater anonymity - no need for number plates or 
alicence; and, especially if you’re pedalling, feelings 
of empowerment. In an impatient age, it’s also faster 
than walking. Where I live in east London, with bikes 
and scooters cruising past in all directions and barely 

a moving car in sight, the quieter residential streets feel 
like a vision of greener city living from the 1970s finally 
come to life. The future of urban travel seems to have 
arrived, and it’s small-scale and individualised. 

Soin some respects it’s an awkward time for 
London to open the Elizabeth line, a £19bn upgrade 
of a19th-century idea: that the best way for people 
to move around the congested capital is in crowds in 
underground train carriages, according to a timetable 
and along routes over which they have no control. 
Named after a 96-year-old monarch and connecting 
already powerful places, such as the bankers’ towers 
of Canary Wharf, the elite boutiques of Bond Street 
and the overbearing airport at Heathrow, it’s possible 
to see the Elizabeth line - ingenious though it is - as 
a grandiose old-fashioned enterprise. Given that public 
transport in many British towns and cities means a few 
train stations and infrequent buses, adding another 
London underground line seems a luxury. 

It has been done, moreover, just as the capital’s 
public transport use may be entering long-term 
decline. As in New York and Paris, passenger 
numbers were falling in London even before the 
pandemic, thanks to online shopping, home working, 
micromobility and the stagnation of incomes since 
the financial crisis, which has made many people less 
willing or able to pay for leisure travel. The currently 
influential idea of the “15-minute city” - that residents’ 
needs should be within a short walking or cycling 
distance - could reduce the need for big transport 
systems further. It’s possible that the Elizabeth line, 
despite the impressive passenger numbers of its 
opening days, could be the last ofits kind. 

Yet if public transport use has peaked in London 
(one of the few British cities where it has grown 


? 


Urban public 
transport has 
often been neglected 
or undermined by 
Tory governments, 
sometimes for blatantly 
political reasons 


in recent decades), the environmental, social and 
political consequences will not be benign. Going on 
public transport, in a place where a wide range of 
people still use it, is one of a diminishing number of 
egalitarian experiences in today’s Britain. A city bus 
or train carriage is a shared space: people of different 
classes, races, nationalities, ages and abilities mix 
and observe each other, not always harmoniously 
but often usefully. Everyone enjoys or endures the 
same conditions. Everyone has to wait for people to 
get on or off. While cycling, say, is often an individual 
experience, using public transport is always collective. 
Even if you’re the only passenger, the route has been 
shaped by the preferences of others. 


ublic transport can also be a reminder 
that the state can still provide and 
even inspire. Reservations about the 
Elizabeth line are hard to retain once 
you’ve used its spacious platforms and 
fast, smooth trains - which last Monday 
morning were full not of metropolitan 
elites but ordinary Londoners with 
prams and plastic bags. The capital’s heaviest users of 
public transport are minority ethnic residents, those on 
lower incomes, and young and old people. 

Tory governments have often neglected or actively 
undermined urban public transport, sometimes for 
blatantly political reasons. In 1988, Margaret Thatcher 
vetoed a rail scheme that would have connected the 
west and centre of the capital to Hackney, a borough 
long known for its bad transport and leftwing 
residents. “Do you know what sort of people live out 
in Hackney?” she asked the civil servant presenting 
the scheme. “They are not Conservative voters!” She 
agreed to a plan that became the Elizabeth line instead. 

Boris Johnson’s government has responded 
uncharitably to the collapse of London’s public 
transport usage and revenues since the start of the 
pandemic. It has given Transport for London - for 
which the city’s Labour mayor, Sadiq Khan, is 
responsible - a series of short-term bailouts. These 
have been conditional on cuts severe enough to 
cause tube strikes, the latest of which is due on 
Monday; and fare rises and service reductions, 
potentially including the removal of a fifth of bus 
services from central London. The current bailout 
expires in three weeks’ time. 

Non-Londoners weary of the capital’s privilege 
and dramas may be tempted to shrug. Yet how people 
move around London is not just a local matter. Many of 
these people are visitors, and the capital is a model for 
other British cities. The mayor of Greater Manchester, 
Andy Burnham, is campaigning for his city to have 
“London-style public transport”. 

People who prefer to cycle - Johnson is one of them 
- may in some ways be more modern. When you’re 
waiting ages for a bus, or stuck in traffic in one, and 
bikes and scooters are shooting past, public transport 
can feel less like social equality on wheels and more 
like a Victorian ordeal. 

But for many elderly or physically vulnerable 
people, or those who have to travel large distances, 
micromobility is probably never going to be more than 
an obscure buzzword - or something that occasionally 
makes city life more hazardous. Memo to people 
who ride on the pavement: your mobility is no more 
important than anyone else’s. 
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When it comes 
to wasps, don't 
bea badger 


Seirian 
Sumner 


very summer, with the predictability 
of hay fever and impromptu 
barbecues, Iam asked by friends, 
family, strangers and the media: 
“What’s the point of wasps?” 
Although some people will be starting 
to worry about wasps as they set out 
their jubilee picnics this bank holiday 
weekend, wasp complaint season usually kicks off in 
mid-August. It’s my summer holiday calibrator, and 
generally peaks when I’ve started to unwind from 
the chaos of life as an academic. I’m not grumbling; 
I never turn down the chance to evangelise about 
wasps. But 1 am starting to sound like a stuck record. 
So this year I’m doing things differently. ’m 
preempting late-summer complaints and equipping 


you upfront with the knowledge you need to 
understand wasps a little better, in the hope that you 
will look more favourably at your picnic botherer. The 
solutions follow the science. 

Let’s start with sausages. It makes sense that 
wasps are after the meat at your barbecue. Adult wasps 
are hunters; they feed meat to a carnivorous brood. 
Picnic-bothering social wasps (who live in a colony 
rather than alone) - Vespula vulgaris and Vespula 
germanica - are unfussy diners. They hunt flies, 
spiders and caterpillars - in fact, any creepy-crawly 
that your garden has to offer. In doing so, they provide 
you with environmentally friendly pest-control 
services, free of charge. 

Your sausages are a convenient protein source 
for wasps because, unlike flies, they don’t try 
to escape. Cleaning up dead meat is another 
important job performed by certain wasps even 
when it isn’t in sausage form. The cadavers of birds 
and rats can be stripped clean of meat in a matter of 
hours by social wasps. 

Back to your picnic, where it’s time to talk about 
beer. Social wasps love beer. Science explains this 
too. Although wasps are hunters, the adults are in fact 
strict vegetarians. For most of the year, adult social 
wasps are kept satisfied by the sugary rewards given 
to them by the larvae in return for the meaty meal 
they’ve just delivered. It is an unfortunate coincidence 
that larval snacks start to dry up about the time that 
you’re in full summer barbecue mode. This is because 
towards the end of the colony cycle in late August to 
early September, most social wasp larvae have pupated 
and don’t need feeding any more. This leaves several 
thousand worker wasps hungry. For more than 100m 
years they’ve solved this hunger gap by visiting flowers 
to feast on nectar, just like bees. In doing so, they also 
pollinate. Just like bees. In fact, in the absence of bees, 


* 


Prof Seirian 
Sumner 

is a behavioural 
ecologist at 
University 
College London 
and author of 
Endless Forms: 
The Secret 
World of Wasps 


social wasps can completely replace the pollination 
services that bees provide. 

Humans have made wasps’ thirst for sugar a little 
easier to satisfy. Your beer or lemonade will serve 
as wellas a flower substitute. Don’t blame the wasps - 
they’re just hungry. 

Ispend a lot of my summer apologising on behalf 
of wasps for the occasional sting. No one likes a sting 
(not even me), and they can be serious if they cause 
anaphylactic shock. But the same can be said for 
bee stings. People are more forgiving of bee stings, 
though, because of the misconception that bees are 
less likely to sting you than wasps as they die when 
they do so. In fact, the honeybee is the only species of 
bee that does die when it stings you. The 20,000 other 
species of bee don’t die and can keep on stinging you, 
just like a wasp. 

At your barbecue, the wasp is out to get your 
sausage or your beer, not you. Unfortunately, you 
start behaving like an idiot when she arrives, flailing 
your arms around. To her, you resemble her greatest 
predator: the badger. Badgers bravely dig up whole 
wasp colonies, and stings are a tickle in their thick 
hide. If you don’t want to be stung, don’t behave 
like a badger. Stay still. Watch her. Work out what 
she’s after (I guarantee it’s not you), and offer hera 
share: a sliver of sausage, a saucer of beer. Edge this 
gradually away from your dining space, and wasp and 
human will both be happy. Or be like the Argentinians: 
put out asmelly bit of fish as a decoy, and the wasps 
wont even notice your picnic. 

Now you’re equipped with the science to 
understand why wasps do what they do, you can 
safely sit back and admire some of the natural world’s 
most beautiful, diverse, ecologically and economically 
important creatures. We can all learn to live well with 
wasps, as we have done with bees for millennia. 
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Letters 


Life-changing impact of 
ending donor anonymity 


: not, of course, the same as my 

: relationship with my own nuclear 

: family. There are no expectations 

: of emotional or financial support 

: (although we do our best to share 

: feelings and problems) - in fact no 

: expectations at all. Despite this, I 

: find myself wanting to know what 

: is happening in their lives, and they 
: are definitely on the list of people 

: to visit when circumstances allow. 
: Every visit has been a fulfilling and 
: satisfying experience. 


With respect to Dorothy Byrne and 
her family’s lived experience (Kids 
of sperm donors should know 
their past, 31 May), I disagree. 
Dorothy’s daughter, like my son, 
has no father. Father is a title that 
we give to aman whois intimately 
involved ina child’s life. My 

son’s sperm donor is simply the 
other half of his genetics. While 
Iremain profoundly grateful to 
the anonymous Californian who 
took time out of his life to make 

it possible for women like me 

to become mothers, as far as I 

am concerned, our relationship 
began and ended with three 

test tubes of sperm. 

Tam all in favour of offering 
donors and children counselling 
and support with the knotty 
question of whether to search 
and what to do if you find. That 
said, genetics are not destiny. I 
am not yet old enough to have 
forgotten the sense of being at 
sea and wholly unsure of the 
boundaries of one’s adult identity 
that comes with being in one’s 
late 20s. The urge to latch ontoa 
single unknown to explain that 
uncertainty is understandable. 
But as parents, part of our 
role is to help our children 
understand that all they need to 
know about who they really are 
is already within them. 

Alison Smith 
London 


@ It seems that the rights and 
physical and emotional wellbeing 
of donors are not being given 

fair and balanced consideration. 
To use the law to force donors 

to surrender their legal right 

to anonymity, with all of the 
potentially difficult ramifications 


: for them and their families, is 

: morally questionable and likely 

: to create more pain and difficulty 

: for Dorothy Byrne, her daughter 

: and the donor. Seldom does such 

: forcible confiscation of someone’s 
: tights, held legally and in good 

: faith, havea positive outcome. 


Byrne willingly entered into 


: an agreement that denied her 

: daughter full knowledge of 

: her identity. To seek to shift 

: responsibility for that choice 

: does no one any good, nor does 

: itteach her daughter to take 

: responsibility for her actions and 
: understand that those actions 

: have consequences. When Byrne 
: and her daughter fully accept that 
: afree choice was made and take 

: fullresponsibility for it, then an 

: outcome good for all concerned 

: becomes possible. 


Perhaps a humble and respectful 


: request to the donor for help in 

: correcting a past mistake would 

: ensue rather than a demand 

: enforced by threat of legal penalty. 
: Ifthe donor were to decline such 

: arequest, then acceptance of that 

: decision would be the best life 

: lesson for all concerned. 


As has been shown countless 


: times, recourse to the lawin 

: such emotionally and spiritually 

: difficult matters seldom produces 
: agood outcome. Wisdom, 

: humility and grace will always 

: show us the better way. 

: Paul Martin 

: New Milton, Hampshire 


: @lam aretired physician who 

: donated six times in the 1970s. In 

: 2017, Ireceived an email from one 
: of my donor-conceived children, 

: who had spent decades trying to 

: find me. This was nota surprise to 


me, and it turned out to be one of 
the best experiences in my life. 
Iam now in touch with six 
families. We have all met each 
other and, remarkably, have 
developed great respect and 
affection for each other. It is 


The hurt and emotional distress 


: described in your article has been 

: a huge factor for some of my donor 
: children, causing great disruption 

: in their childhood families. For 

: others, the subject never arose. The ; 
: issue of medical background is also 
: important. My health was perfect 

: when I was 30, but 1am now 75 and 
: changes have happened that are 

: relevant to all my children. 


I would advise donors that there 


: isnothing to lose and much to 

: gain by letting yourself be known. 
: Ifthe law is properly written, 

: itshould protect donors from 

: being on the hook for support 

: and contact, but leave open the 

: opportunity to know a relative 

: who may be someone you come 

: toknow and value as part of your 
: family. Nobody, either child or 

: donor, should have expectations 


Mt 


: The forcible confiscation 
: ofsomeone's rights, 

: heldlegally and in 

: good faith, seldom 

: hasa positive outcome 


Paul Martin 


: beyond the simple knowledge of 
: who their ancestors are. 
: Name and address supplied 


: @I gave my sperm anonymously 

: multiple times some 40 years ago 
: inexchange for £10 “expenses”, 

: which was a lot of money to me 

: then, as astudent. The idea that my 
: anonymity might be unilaterally 

: removed and that someone 

: might now contact me is utterly 

: abhorrent to me. Had I thought 

: this a possibility I would never 

: have donated. Iam not sure that 

: someone finding out that what 

: they meant to me (and still mean 

: tome) was anight on the beer will 
: do anything to help their mental 

: health. 1am sure that meeting them 
: and telling them this will not help 
: mine. They can have access to my 
: medical records anonymously 

: by all means, but not to my life. 

: Name and address supplied 


: @ There are many ways of 

: looking at this one, but once we 
: remove the idea of anonymity 

: from the equation, it changes 

: the hue. For the child it removes 
: the hunt fora secret dad, for the 
: mother it removes guilt, and 

: for the donor it’s a reminder of 

: genetic responsibility. Society 

: can wag its many forked tongues, 
: but will soon calm down once 

: it’s legally acceptable. As an 

: adoptee from the 1950s, I 

: can endorse the importance of 

: knowing whereI came from. I 

: understand the damage that not 
: having answers can conjure up. 
: Judith McCubbin 

: Revelstoke, British Columbia, 

: Canada 


@ Dorothy Byrne fails to address 


the obvious point - one that she 


: should perhaps discuss with 


: her daughter - that without a 

: lifetime guarantee of anonymity 

: for the donor, her daughter might 
: never have been born. 

: Graeme Clark 

: Malvern, Worcestershire 


It's no surprise our immigration 
policies are steeped in racism 


The leaked Home Office document 
detailing the inherent racism of 
British immigration policy from 
1950 to 1981 is shameful (Home 
Office reports decries 30 years of 
racist laws, 30 May). However, 
it will surprise no one familiar 
with postwar immigration policy. 
There is, for example, at least one 
surprisingly explicit admission of 
racism that has been in the public 
domain for more than 50 years, 
and which demonstrates the 
peculiar ability for British racism 
to hide in plain sight. 

Race Without Rancour (1968), 
a political analysis by the Tory MP 
and Daily Telegraph journalist 
William Deedes, talks candidly 


: of the coded message behind 

: the Tories’ 1962 Commonwealth 

: Immigrants Act: “The Bill’s real 

: purpose was to restrict the influx 
: of coloured immigrants. We were 
: reluctant to say as much openly. 

: So the restrictions were applied 

: tocoloured and white citizens 

: inall Commonwealth countries 

: - though everybody recognised 

: that immigration from Canada, 

: Australia and New Zealand formed 
: no part of the problem.” 

: Paul McGilchrist 

: Colchester, Essex 


@ Asa mixed-race teenager with 
: adad who came from Hong Kong 
: in 1974 aged seven, I have to agree 


: with Diane Abbott’s article about 

: the way Britain has had racist 

: immigration policies for decades, 
: no matter which party is in charge 
: (The truth is out: our immigration 
: system is racist. Now let’s fix it, 

: 31 May). My dad’s family officially 
: become British citizens as opposed 
: to British overseas subjects in the 
: 1980s because otherwise they’d 

: have been subject to lengthy 

: bureaucratic processes. 


I never thought that I would be 


: so glad to see my grandparents’ 

: British passports until Isaw the 

: increasing tolerance of xenophobia 
: inthis country. Something that I 
: see alot with white people who 

: are nostalgic for the empire is 

: how they despise immigrants, 

: despite immigration being part 

: and parcel of colonising (and 

: often destroying) other nations. 
: David Chan 

: Belper, Derbyshire 


: @ Rosie Harvey-Coggins is right to 
: say that a white man could learn 

: about colonial history by reading 

: Reni Eddo-Lodge’s Why I’m No 

: Longer Talking to White People 

: About Race (Letters, 28 May). 

: But I’ve always found first-hand 

: testimony far more powerful than 
: words ona page. At school, my 

: children were moved by visits 

: from Holocaust survivors in a way 
: that would not have been possible 
: through a history book. 


Personal recall is, of course, 


: distressing for the individual, but 

: issuch an effective way of getting a 
| message across. We therefore need 
: people who are brave enough to 

: testify in this way. Why otherwise 

: do we encourage victim impact 

: statements? How else can we learn 
: from the past if nobody is prepared 
: toshare their experience of it? 

: Alison Simmons 

: Ealing, London 


Services to education 
or selfenrichment? 


Is our honours system a little 
wonky? Euan Blair gets an MBE for 
“services to education” (From PM’s 
son to £350m Multiverse, 2 June). 
Doubtless he’s a fine fellow. I’ve 
been doing “services to education” 
for more years than he’s been alive 
(I was at Oxford with his dad). 

I’ve done - if say so myself-a 
few good things; I like to think that 
I’ve helped people make their lives 
better. Education, Iimagined, was 
about service - not business. 

Inever sought to make shedloads 
of money out of it; an adequate 
salary has been plenty. My perfectly 
nice house isn’t worth £22m. I didn’t 
endow my children with elite 
networks or startup capital. My dad 
didn’t start an illegal war. I’ve never 
had an honour. QED? Unworthy 
thoughts? Probably; but many others 
have equal grounds for cynicism. 
John Holford 
Nottingham 
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Corrections and 
clarifications 


Getting the measure 


What sane government would 
consider the reintroduction ofa 
system of weights and measures 
that has not been taught in schools 
for the best part of two generations 
(‘It makes no sense’: Shoppers have 
the measure of Johnson’s imperial 
ambitions, 30 May)? A quick poll 
of my adult children suggests that 
most of their generation wouldn’t 
have any idea how many ounces 
there are ina pound, or fluid 
ounces in a pint. lassume that the 
restoration of pounds, shillings 
and pence cannot be far away, 
although given the fantasy world 
our government inhabits, perhaps 
galleons, sickles and knuts are 
their preferred option. 

Keith Montgomery 

Aberdeen 


@ expect Boris Johnson’s next 
step will be the redefinition of the 
imperial yard as a measure of his, 


: not King Henry’s, arm’s length. 

é ; : Taking into account his relationship 
of imperial Nonsense : of his nose might provide a better, 
: ifinflationary, metric. 

: Dr Richard Shillitoe 

: Ilkley, West Yorkshire 


with the truth, however, the length 


: @It’snosurprise that the only 
: archaic measurement Boris 

: Johnson isn’t suggesting that 

: we bring back is scruples. 

: Peter Bartram 

: Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex 


: @ Why stop at bringing back imperial 
: measures? Perhaps the government 

: could level up by reintroducing 

: fahrenheit - 32F seems so much 

: warmer than OC in an energy crisis. 

: Stuart Taylor 

: Wantage, Oxfordshire 


: @ The resurrected imperial/metric 

: Measurement controversy has been 
: overtaken. On the radio this week, 

: [heard the height of something 

: being described as “three giraffes”. 

: Sue Durham 

: Cambridge 


Power of the spoken 
word saved old tales 


Icould find no reference to the oral 
tradition as a possible repository of 
“lost” material in Laura Spinney’s 
article on undiscovered works of 
literature (The big idea, 30 May). 
Spinney suggests that one reason 
the stories of Ireland and Iceland are 
better preserved than their English 
equivalents is because the practice 
of copying by hand lasted much 
longer in those countries. I would 
argue that it was the vibrant oral 
cultures of Ireland and Iceland that 
preserved their myths and legends. 
The storyteller Ben Haggarty 
is of the view that the corpus of 
international tales held by “the folk” 
is so consistent across the western 
end of the Eurasian land mass that 
perhaps nota great deal - in terms of 
plots - has been lost. Storytellers are 
still keeping ancient material alive, 
and nobody can burn us down. 
Fiona Collins 
Carrog, Denbighshire 


@ We wrongly said a Scythian gold 
breastplate was in a Melitopol 
museum collection seized by 
Russian soldiers. It belongs toa 
different Ukrainian museum whose 
collection is safe (History repeating, 
28 May, Saturday magazine, p55). 


@ Anarticle about a 30-year treasure 
hunt misspelled Yvon Crolet’s 

name as “Crolot” (They seek it here, 
14 May, Saturday magazine, p28). 


@ An orange shallot vinaigrette 
recipe left out a key ingredient: 
1small shallot, finely chopped 
(Cook yourself better, 21 May, 
Saturday magazine, p16). 


@ The Kim Kong Kimchi brand was 
misnamed as King Kong Kimchi 
(Kimchi tomato spaghetti with 
sesame crumb, 28 May, Feast, p11). 


Editorial complaints and corrections can be sent to 
guardian.readers@theguardian.com or The readers’ 
editor, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London N1 9GU. 
You can also Leave a voicemail on 020 3353 4736 


Platinum celebration 
for a devoted reader 


Like our beloved Majesty, I too am 
celebrating a platinum anniversary: 
Ihave been reading the Guardian 
for 70 years this month. I even had 
the airmailed Guardian Weekly 
when I lived in Singapore to keep up 
my unbroken record. At first it was 
mainly to have the crossword, and 
politics were more straightforward 
then. But the paper has risen to its 
challenges and I salute you for it. 
Bill Taylor 

Storrington, West Sussex 


@ Abba’s new show has provided 
the perfect resolution to the 
republican and royalist debate: an 
avatar Elizabeth II to reign over 

us in perpetuity, available to open 
parliament and every other state 
occasion at a fraction of the cost. We 
could even have a Dancing Queen. 
Andy Lynch 

St Helens, Merseyside 


@ [suspect I’m not the only one 
whose hackles rose at the first 
sight of your supplement (How to 
age well, 28 May) and its cover line 
“Dressing your age: the rules”. One 
of the few positive sides of ageing 
is not having to dress and behave 
according to external expectations. 
Helen Selwood 

Newent, Gloucestershire 


@ Lord Grade is unsuitable as Ofcom 
head by dint of political persuasion, 
but the ageism shown by Jean 
Seaton, 75, is disappointing (Grade 
‘too old and too lazy’ to lead Ofcom, 
3 June). When will she be considered 
too old to speak at the Hay festival? 
Moira Sykes 

Manchester 


Established 1906 
Country diary 
Eigg, Inner Hebrides 


I’m on acreative practitioner 
residency on Eigg, courtesy of 
the Bothy Project, and trying to 
write. There are distractions, 
though. Outside the window isa 
mass of bluebells, rippling in sun 
and shadow. Beyond, another sea 
turns from turquoise to blue to 
grey. It’s been squally all day, but 
by mid-afternoon the wind has 
died down, and across the water 
the tops of the Rum Cuillin, on the 
island of Rum, are visible for the 
first time. I head out. 

At the end of the track, I start 
crossing fields in the vague 
direction of the sea. Aftera 
couple of detours when it gets 
too boggy, I realise I’m following 
the call of a cuckoo, though I see 
no trees or discernible shelter 
for one. Once I reach the coast, 

I discover a cove that had been 
below the horizon line. A small, 
dank curve of cliff, water trickling 
down its face, sits behind a thicket 
of willows that - sure enough - 
hides the calling cuckoo. 

That’s not all, though. Nearby 
grassy banks are sprinkled with 
primroses and bluebells, early 
purple orchids seem to glow, and 
beautiful violet-blue butterworts 
hang at the end of single stems 
coming from a pale green rosettes. 
A beach clean has left a careful 
stack of rubbish piled next toa 
stile, wellingtons over the posts 
on either side. 

I'd originally been aiming to 
sea-watch, hopeful of another great 
northern diver, but the details of 
this place are holding me. I walk 
down, through a field of yellow 
irises peppered with cuckooflowers 
and plants with purple-green 
leaves that, when rubbed, leave 
my fingers smelling of mint. 

The cuckoo flies up again, 
hassled by a pipit, and lands on the 
fence. Behind me, oystercatchers 
squabble and there’s a 
wheepeepeepeep of a sandpiper 
flying low along the shoreline. 

On the beach, large slabs of rock 
are sea-worn and pocked with 
rockpools that are suddenly 
rippled by a plop, and another, 
then more, and the top of Rum 
has disappeared again. 

I'll be soaked by the time I get 
back to the bothy, and this west 
coast rain will have done its trick of 
making an entire island disappear, 
but it’s been worth it. Who needs 
the headline birds? 

Amanda Thomson 


The Guardian Saturday 4 June 2022 


3) 


Obituaries 


\ "i y, 
(a rs iain ase 
¢ mv Mw ara dys My 


Bernard He 


a “gh Pigg 


eath 


Driving force behind 
the system of bothies 
that offer shelter in the 
wild corners of Britain 


n1965, Bernard Heath 

pushed open the rattly 

door of a former shepherd’s 
cottage deep in the 

Galloway Hills in southern 

Scotland, and thumbed 

open the visitor book. 

He was attracted to an 
entry expressing dismay at the 
abandonment and likely ruination 
of many worthy buildings in 
remote countryside and the hope 
that an organisation could take 
this sad state of affairs in hand. 

Bernard took this to heart and 
was determined to act. He was 
familiar with staying in bothies. 
Small buildings constructed from 
combinations of stone, wood, 
metal sheeting - whatever was 
locally available - they housed 
shepherds, gamekeepers, miners 
and the like whose work took them 
far from towns and villages. 

With imagination, 
determination and energy - which 


would become his familiar modus 
operandi - in the summer of that 
year he organised a team to restore 
the ruin of Tunskeen in Galloway. 
From this emerged the Mountain 
Bothies Association and, for years, 
Bernard, who has died aged 93, was 
the driving force behind it. 

As the organisation grew, now 
with about 4,000 members, it 
became familiar with the very 
tricky building challenges set by 
isolation, foot-slogging by broken 
tracks, and the often inclement 
British weather; but Bernard 
was able to conjure up a positive 
attitude that defied the apparently 
impossible. From the beginning 
he asserted that no problem was 
insurmountable, even if it might 
require some creative thinking. 

And so, as he described work at 
Tunskeen, with his team member 
Brian Bunyan: “We stuffed some 
concrete into that wall and lots 
of old fence irons, wire and old 


Heath on his 
bicycle and, 
main image, 
the bothy at 
Dryfehead, 
Eskdalemuir 


MOUNTAIN BOTHIES 
ASSOCIATION 


bed frames. Higher up we found 
our home-made Heath-Bunyan 
scaffolding was a bit stretched so 
we built one bed frame into the 
gable end to stand on and reached 
with ease the apex at what seemed 
a dizzy height at the time.” 

Bernard was born in 
Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, the 
younger son of Joseph Heath, an 
engineers’ tool inspector, and his 
wife, Jessie (nee Fuller), a tailor. 
Leaving school at 16, and following 
national service in the Royal 
Navy, he qualified as a chartered 
management accountant and 
taught accountancy at technical 
colleges first in Huddersfield and 
later in Thurso. 

He had a love of cycling that 
lasted all his life. In helping to 
establish the Huddersfield Star 
Wheelers and then the Rough 
Stuff Fellowship, Bernard moved 
from being a member of a rather 
conventional cycling club toa 
pioneer of very adventurous off- 
road cycling in wild country. 

For 10 years his annual holiday 
was spent with a close friend, Frank 
Goodwin, exploring remote corners 
of upland Britain. No Scottish 
Highland glen seemed outside their 
ambition, pushing and carrying 
their bikes over high passes and 
fishing from mountain lochs to 
supplement their provisions. 
Bernard took several trips abroad, 
making the first cycle crossing of 
the interior of Iceland in 1958. 

At the inaugural meeting of the 
association he met Betty Taylor, 
and they married in 1970. They 
were affectionately referred to as 


Bernard 
worked by 
minimum 
impact 
principles, 
in which 
hewas a 
pioneer 


B&B, and were well matched for 
enthusiasm, hard work, modesty 
and openness. 

Bernard worked by minimum 
impact principles, in which he 
was again a pioneer. Only existing 
buildings - part of the human 
history of the landscape - were 
identified to become one of the 
mountain bothies, after which 
the landowner would be asked 
for permission for its use for 
an undefined period of time 
with property rights remaining 
unchanged. Bernard’s success in 
establishing good relationships 
reflects his positive view of human 
nature and his basic trust in people. 

Anyone is free to use the 
unlocked buildings whether 
they are MBA members or not; 
and with the great expansion of 
outdoor recreation allied to an 
information revolution, it is to 
Bernard’s credit that he established 
asystem that assumes the essential 
trustworthiness of bothiers and 
enables the association to maintain 
105 unlocked buildings. 

In the late 1970s Bernard gave 
up his teaching job so that he and 
Betty could start a metal recycling 
business and smallholding at their 
home in Thurso, which they ran 
for 20 years. They still had energy 
to engage with local conservation 
issues and to plant a mixed 
woodland, which was handed over 
to the Dunnet Forest Trust. 

Success in attracting help, 
especially from volunteers with 
professional skills, meant they 
could pull back from direct 
involvement in work parties, 
but well into their 80s they both 
maintained regular contact with 
the MBA. In 1991, shortly after its 
25th anniversary, Bernard and 
Betty were both awarded the 
British Empire Medal. 

Possessed of curiosity and 
imagination, they could never 
resist the pull to “see what’s up the 
glen and over the hill”. At the age 
of 74 Bernard fulfilled along held 
ambition to cycle from Land’s End 
to John O’Groats, characteristically 
spinning out the route to over 1,500 
miles along byways and off-road 
tracks. Two years later a stroke 
brought a gradual slowdown to his 
activities though he still worked on 
bothy projects into his 80s. Betty 
continued to be very active and at 
the age of 86 was backpacking on 
her own near Cape Wrath. A friend 
remembers meeting them on their 
way to a bothy in about 2010, with 
Betty carrying a folding metal bed 
tied to her wooden pack-frame: 
“Isn’t that bed awfully heavy?” the 
friend asked. “Let’s just say the one 
I carried in yesterday was lighter,” 
she replied. 

Betty died last year. Bernard is 
survived by two nephews, James 
and Anthony. 

Barry Smith 


Bernard Joseph Heath, founder of 
the Mountain Bothies Association, 
born 22 September 1928; died 

31 March 2022 
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Peter Campbell 
Activist and campaigner who 
worked to help people with 


mental health difficulties 


advocate for change 


or those who have 
come of ageina 
country where the 
crisis of mental 
health often tops 
the headlines, it can 
seem inconceivable 
that within living 
memory people who experienced 
mental health difficulties were 
often ignored and locked away. 

Describing himself as a mental 
health system survivor, the activist 
Peter Campbell, who has died aged 
73, experienced the old psyschiatric 
asylums as well as the newer 
systems of care in the community 
that replaced them. He worked 
for more than 40 years to end the 
marginalisation of those subject 
to the powers of the mental health 
system, and to help people who live 
with mental health difficulties find 
acollective and credible voice to 
advocate for change. 

Peter was instrumental to the 
mid-1980s flowering of activist 
groups led by people who 
had experienced the harmful 
realities of psychiatric practices 
such as restraint, seclusion, 
over-medication and detention 
without representation. 

In 1986, he co-founded 
Survivors Speak Out, the first 
network organisation, enabling 
people to work together to share 
information and campaign for 
rights and better conditions in 
hospitals and in the community. 

Peter played a leading part 
until 1996, writing newsletters, 
advising groups and undertaking 
research. The organisation set 
a course for user/survivor-led 
groups - still visible in the work of 
UK charities such as the National 
Survivor User Network. 

Peter was a gifted 
communicator, who could holda 
room rapt via poetry, in speech- 
making, in a meeting or through 
teaching. Throughout the 90s 
he was a lecturer and trainer, 
working with psychiatrists, 
nurses, housing officers and other 
health professionals to give the 
user view. Mental health services 
in England and Wales are now 
regularly developed with the 
views and opinions of those who 
will use them included, and Peter’s 
work, and that of his colleagues, 
helped challenge the stereotyping 
of mental health service users 


as people whose experiences could 
be ignored. 

In 1986 Peter appeared in 
We’re Not Mad... We’re Angry, 
probably the first network 
television programme made 
under full editorial control of 
those with lived experience of 
mental health difficulty. Broadcast 
by Channel 4, the film mixed 
dramatised sequences scripted by 
Peter with testimony from people 
who had been detained in mental 
health hospitals. 

Appearing in the documentary 
himself, Peter explained. “If?’m 
angry, the degree to which lam 
angry about my treatment is not 
because I want to tear the system 
down. It’s not because I want to 
seek vengeance. It’s because I see 
thousands of people like me whose 
positive contribution to society is 
being rinsed down the drain.” 

Peter spent eight years asa 
council member of Mental Health 
Media in the 1990s, during a 
period when the charity began 
to make its own educational 
films. A firm believer in the 
need to preserve the history of 
those deemed “mad”, he helped 
instigate the Testimony project 
- aseries of 50 life-story videos 
recording the experiences of 
mental health survivors, including 


those detained in the old asylums 
- now held in the British Library 
oral history collections. 

Born in the village of Strathtay in 
Perthshire into a well-to-do family, 
Peter grew up ona farm with his 
brothers, Lennox and John, the 
sons of James Campbell, a doctor 
turned ornithologist, and Mary 
(nee Gray), anurse during the 
second world war. He was educated 
at Trinity College, Glenalmond 
(now Glenalmond College) near 
Perth, and went to Jesus College, 
Cambridge, to study history. 

At university he began to 
experience mental health 
difficulties. His father died when 
Peter was 21, and he went into 
mental health services for the first 
time in 1967. In his own words, “for 
the next 15 years I was in and out of 
hospital, adrift... isolated, alienated 
from myself, from other people... 
Silenced. I had no voice at all.” 

Peter joined Mind, the mental 
health charity, in Camden, north 
London, as a volunteer in the early 
80s, helping to set up the Camden 
Mental Health Consortium. In 1991, 
he co-founded Survivors’ Poetry 
to promote poetry by survivors of 
mental distress. Published in 2006, 
his poetry book Brown Linoleum 
Green Lawns drew praise for its 
intense, humorous exploration 


of life on mental health wards. A 
prolific writer, Peter was working 
onanew book of poems at the time 
of his death. 

In 1999 he experienced a sudden, 
major hearing loss and became 
deaf. He continued to teach and 
was awarded honorary doctorates 
by Anglia Ruskin College and the 
Open University. 

In 2005 he co-founded the 
Survivors History Group, a 
project to record and archive 
the history of self-advocacy and 
organisation. Writing in 2020, Peter 
concluded that, while society and 
mental health services listen to 
people who live with mental ill- 
health more than ever, services 
remain custodial rather than 
caring, and hospitals still leave 
people disempowered, much as 
they did 50 years ago. 

In 2006, Mind presented Peter 
with its Diamond Champion award, 
acknowledging that he had done 
more than anyone for users of 
mental health services in England 
and Wales over the course of its 
first 60 years. “Peter’s contribution 
to the service user movement 
is vast,’ said Paul Farmer, chief 
executive of Mind. “It’s hard to 
imagine the movement today 
without Peter’s constant activism 
and his advocacy for a better deal 
for people with mental health 
problems. His radical work has both 
influenced services and inspired 
others to speak out.” 

Friends and colleagues 
remember him as someone who 
would visit you in hospital, put you 
up at his flat, offer you support and 
encouragement; a warm, gentle 
and funny man adept at diplomacy. 

He is survived by his brother 
Lennox, a niece, Anna, and three 
nephews, James, Angus and Colin. 
Mark Brown 


Peter Campbell, mental health 
activist, educator and poet, born 
3 January 1949; died 24 April 2022 


Campbell, 
centre, with 
Andrew Roberts, 
left, and 

Frank Bangay, 
founding 
members of 

the Survivors 
History Group 
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Birthdays 


Today’s birthdays: Martin Adams, 
international darts champion, 66; 
Richie Barshay, jazz drummer, 39; 
Cecilia Bartoli, mezzo soprano, 
56; Russell Brand, comedian, 
writer and activist, 47; Anthony 
Braxton, composer and musician, 
77; Bob Champion, trainer and 
former jockey, 74; Oona Chaplin, 
actor, 36; Prof Dame Sandra 
Dawson, professor emeritus of 
management studies, Cambridge 
University, 76; Bruce Dern, 

actor, 86; Prof Rosemary Foot, 
former professor of international 
relations, Oxford University, 74; 
Andrew Gwynne, Labour MP, 

48; Jane Hunt, Conservative 

MP, 56; Andrea Jaeger, tennis 
player, 57; Tom Jaine, food writer 
and publisher, 79; Angelina 

Jolie, actor, 47; Dagmar Krause, 
singer, 72; Val McDermid, crime 
novelist, 67; Sean Pertwee, actor, 
58; Melanie Phillips, journalist 
and author, 71; Michelle Phillips, 


*%  Theactor 

» Angelina Jolie, 
| aUNHCR 
special envoy 

| for refugees, 

! is 47 today. 

" She visited 

) Ukraine 

in April 


singer-songwriter, 78; Kerry Shale, 
actor, 70; Lady (Elizabeth) Smith 
of Gilmorehill, trustee, John Smith 
Memorial Trust, 82; Ben Stokes, 
cricketer, 31; Tom Sutcliffe, opera 
critic, 79; Lady (Claire) Tyler of 
Enfield, Lib Dem peer, 65; Bradley 
Walsh, actor and comedian, 62; 
Bill Wiggin, Conservative MP, 56; 
Emily Wilson, editor-in-chief, 
New Scientist, 52; Noah Wyle, 
actor, 51; David Yip, actor, 71. 


Tomortrow’s birthdays: Aaqil 
Ahmed, media consultant, 
former head of religion and 
ethics, BBC, 53; Laurie Anderson, 
performance artist and musician, 
75; Moira Anderson, singer, 84; 
Martha Argerich, pianist, 81; 
John Carlos, athlete, 77; Nina 
Conti, ventriloquist, 48; Dave, 
rapper and songwriter, 24; Dame 
Margaret Drabble, novelist, 83; 
Ken Follett, novelist, 73; Lady 
(Claire) Fox, writer, founder and 
director, Institute of Ideas, 62; 
Kenny G, saxophonist, 66; Dame 
Elizabeth Gloster, former lady 
justice of appeal, 73; Sir David 
Hare, playwright, 75; Simon 
Hopkinson, restaurateur, chef 
and writer, 68; Ken MacQuarrie, 
former BBC director of nations 
and regions, 70; Phil Neale, 
cricketer, 68; Ross Noble, 
comedian, 46; Lord (Jeff) Rooker, 
former chairman, Food Standards 
Agency, 81; Lord (Ed) Vaizey of 
Didcot, former Conservative MP 
and minister, 54; Mark Wahlberg, 
actor, 51; David Weir, paralympic 
athlete, 43. 
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Musician and creative producer of 
games and apps whose day job was 
as a technical producer for events 
My son Finley Scholefield, who 
has died unexpectedly in his 
sleep aged 24, was an industrious 
young man who was always 
creating, be it music, art, apps, 

or some random wire contraption 
only he knew the function of. 

He worked as a technical 
producer for GDS, a virtual events 
provider in Bristol, having 
graduated with a degree in 
sound and music for games from 
dBs Institute in the city last year. 

For his personal projects he used 
the alias BERFUT. The music he 
wrote, recorded and produced is 
on platforms such as SoundCloud, 
Spotify and Bandcamp under this 
name. His tracks Sol and Luna 
were featured on the BBC radio 
show Introducing in the West. 

He also created a mobile gaming 
app, Ball Drop Down, and In 
Phrygia, a 2D exploration game of 


crafting, magic and combat, and 
made an audio overdrive plug-in, 
Buzzsaw, to use in any digital audio 
workstation, which we hope to 
make available in the future. 

Fin was born in Bath, 
Somerset, to me, Sarah (nee 
Usher), a library assistant, and 
Dylan Scholefield, a bathroom 
designer and builder, and spent 
his early years in Bristol. When he 
was seven, his brother, Jakey, was 
born, and we moved to Frome, 


oy, ) | 


i 


where Fin attended St John’s first 
school. Three years later his sister, 
Ayla, was born. Fin was a fantastic 
big brother to his siblings, caring, 
kind and funny. 

He attended Selwood academy 
before moving on to Frome 
college for GCSEs. It was there 
that he discovered his love and 
aptitude for music. He quickly 
learned to play the guitar 
and began writing songs and 
performing, both at school and 


in the bands he formed with his 
close friend Bert. 

After school, Fin spent a year 
working at a local cafe before 
travelling in India. He then moved 
to Bristol in 2017 to do a foundation 
year, followed by a degree, at the 
dBs Institute. He was planning to 
begin a master’s in audio and music 
technology at York University later 
this year. 

The second passion of Fin’s life 
was gaming, in many formats, 


Finley 
Scholefield, 
. left, performing 
with his friend 
vw Bertin Frome, 


s Somerset, 2015 


from boardgames to PC and 
Xbox. He had recently bought a 
Nintendo Switch and was excited 
about sharing his love of gaming 
on yet another platform. Fin had 
countless friends and his talents 
were many. He was always keen 
to collaborate with others, and his 
sudden death leaves many solo 
and joint projects unfinished. 
Dylan and I survive him, as do 
Jakey and Ayla. 
Sarah Scholefield 


Braille and language specialist 
who devised strategies for living with 
obsessive-compulsive disorder 

My aunt, Audrey Enstone, who 
has died aged 91, survived a 

series of horrifying “treatments” 
in her 20s aimed at curing her 
obsessive-compulsive disorder 
(OCD). Described by her as the 
“lost years”, for almost a decade 
she was detained in a psychiatric 
hospital, where she was subjected 
first to electro-convulsive therapy 
then deep insulin-induced 

coma treatment, followed by 
alobotomy. 

Eventually, however, she took 
part in talking-therapy trials - 
psychological treatments for 
people with mental and emotional 
problems. With support, she 
devised strategies for living with 
OCD, and, once discharged from 
hospital, worked for the Royal 
National Institute for the Blind. 


Trained as a braillist, she could read 
braille by eye, and was engaged in 
proofreading German and French 
books for translation. 

Audrey was born in Wimbledon, 
south-west London, to Ethel 
(nee Mathieson) and Herbert 
Harris, who worked in the foreign 
correspondence department of 
Midland bank. Academically 
driven at Rosebery grammar school 
for girls in Epsom, Surrey, she 
would doubtless have gone to 
university had it not been for the 
hospitalisation. 

During a short first marriage in 
1959 to Paul Curtiss, Audrey gave 
birth to a daughter, Ruth, but the 
baby was put up for adoption as 
social services considered Audrey 
would be unable to care for her. It 
brought Audrey huge joy when, as 
an adult, Ruth got in touch and she 
was welcomed back into the family. 

Audrey told me that although the 
lobotomy had no effect on her OCD, 
it did cure her extreme shyness. 

At the RNIB she met David Hardy, 
a fellow braille proofer, and they 
married in 1968, enjoying a social 
life filled with music and dancing 
until their divorce in 1979. She 
wrote plays and poems for family 
and friends, plus a yearly panto 
for RNIB staff before taking early 
retirement in 1989. 


Remarkably, Audrey rarely 
expressed bitterness for the brutal 
treatments she had received as 
a young woman. For her nieces 
she was the lively, idiosyncratic 
and engaging soul of every family 
celebration. 

A third marriage, to Eric Enstone 
in 1980, ended in divorce in 1989. 
She is survived by Ruth and her 
nieces, Sally, Helen, Jill and me. 
Karen Rann 


Social worker and indispensable 
help to her husband in his academic 
work on the Soviet military archives 
In 1943, Branko Petrovic, a teacher 
in Kikinda, Yugoslavia, was arrested 
for helping the wartime resistance 
movement, and executed by the 
Nazis, leaving a nine-year-old 
daughter, Ljubica. He could never 
have foreseen the life that his 
daughter, later known as Ljubica 
Erickson, and who has died aged 88, 


would go on to have. Nonetheless, 
his tender care, especially after her 
mother, Antonia Wolfe, abandoned 
them, had a lasting legacy. Her 
outlook was informed by her 
father’s Christianity, Marxism and 
wise maxims: “We are too poor to 
buy cheap clothes” was one she 
often quoted. 

Asa Slav, Ljubica had already 
experienced being defined as 
less human than Germans and 
Hungarians. She was intrepid, 
sourcing food for her household and 
confronting a relative to demand 
the return of stolen furniture and 
livestock. After her father’s death 
she was unofficially adopted by 
Branko’s lover, Milica Duri¢, a young 
widow. They remained devoted to 
each other for the rest of their lives. 

From studying English at 
Belgrade University, Ljubica won 
ascholarship to the University of 
Birmingham. In Britain, she met 
John Erickson. They were married 
in 1957, settling in the 1960s in 
Edinburgh, where John became 
professor of defence studies at the 
university. The fact that his wife 
had been liberated by the Red Army 
helped John gain unique access to 
the Soviet military archives for his 
books The Soviet High Command 
(1962), The Road to Stalingrad (1975) 
and The Road to Berlin (1983). 


Ljubica was his first reader, editor, 
translator and sometime co-author. 
She was key to the Edinburgh 
Conversations, the 80s roundtable 
discussions between Soviet and 
Nato military that are credited with 
helping end the cold war. The 
Ericksons’ home hosted senior 
figures, journalists and TV crews. 
Meanwhile, she looked after her 
children, Amanda and Mark, and 
became a social worker specialising 
in adoption and fostering. She 
made things as good as she could 
for her children in sometimes 
difficult circumstances. Later, 
she offered unstinting childcare 
and love to all her grandchildren. 
Her Yugoslav identity remained 
important to her. Asa cook, she was 
a Yugoslav Elizabeth David, serving 
delicious “peasant” food. She was 
horrified by the war in the 90s. 
Ljubica undertook many 
community roles, at her church, 
the Scottish Arts Club, as a children’s 
guardian ad litem, as a historical 
tour guide for the Dalyell family’s 
House of the Binns in Linlithgow and 
the Georgian House in Edinburgh, 
and as a trustee of Deaf Action. 
John died in 2002. Ljubica is 
survived by Mark (my partner), and 
Amanda, and her grandchildren, 
Milica, Jozef and Kathleen. 
Sara Bragg 
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Sudoku 


Medium 


The normal 
rules of sudoku 
apply: fill each 


row, column and 
3x3 box with all 


the numbers 
from1to9. 


Futoshiki | Medium 


Kids Word search 


Kids Countdown 


Fillin the grid so that every row and column contains 
the numbers 1-5. The “greater than” or “less than” signs 
indicate where a number is larger or smaller than its 


Find all the listed Pixar films and characters in the grid, 
reading in straight lines, up, down or diagonally, either 
backwards or forwards. 


Can you work out the answers to the sums below? 


neighbour. ; 
BRAVE, CARS, COCO, DASH, DORY, HOPPER, JOY, Medium 
MIKE, NEMO, ONWARD, SOUL, SULLY, TOY STORY, 
VIOLET Q 43 
+11 - 35 
+10 x6 
=O BVIOLET 
x7 = 39 + 92 
AN YW J OC 
-8 x11 80% of it 
| | | | > ORE MM x9 Third of it - 36 
N N O E A -19 - 25 +14 
|| > | | E DW E C +5 x 8 Square root of it 
rAN V A O AL +17 + 47 + 136 
ref l=] ASD YU 53 2/3 of Third oft 
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Codeword 


B=8=9=8- E> ee 


Cryptic crossword 
Solution No. 28,774 


r|mjw|c| 


Want more? Get access to more than 
4,000 puzzles at theguardian.com/ 
crossword. To buy puzzle books, visit 
guardianbookshop.com or call 

0330 333 6846. 


Killer sudoku 


Chris Maslanka’s puzzles 


Hard No 816 


The normal rules of sudoku apply: fill each row, column and 3x3 box with all 
the numbers from 1 to 9. In addition, the digits in each inner shape (marked 
by dots) must add up to the number in the top corner of that box. No digit can 
be repeated within an inner shape. 


Pyrgic puzzles 


1 So that linguistic blips and atrocities not 
ruin his mood for the jubilee | suggested 
Pedanticus jot them all down and lose his 
temper over them after all the celebrations 
are out of the way. He has quite a number 
already. | wonder what will annoy him about 
"Marie Antoinette, lingerie, and chaise longue"? 
2 Andy is stuck on the last question of this 
week's homework: 

Assuming the sum of the squares S(n) of the 
first n natural numbers has the form an? + bn2 
+cn+d, finda, b, c&d. How may S(n) be most 
simply written? 

Luckily Candy had a few ideas. What might 
they have been? 

3 Candy was used to establishing such results 
as S(n) = n(n + 1)(2n + 1)/6 by induction. How 
might that work here? 


4 The beginning of Garabaggio's new series 
of artworks Prison Grilles is shown here. How 
many squares of all sizes are to be found in 
each of the first three? 


5 The 11 (numbered) houses of Coronation 
Crescent are equally spaced around a circle. 
In view of the platinum jubilee the owners 
decided each front door (one per house) 
should be painted red, white or blue and 

no two pair of adjacent houses should have 
doors the same colour. How many distinct 
ways were there of doing this? 


email: maslanka@easynet.co.uk 


Wordplay 

Wordpool 

In each case find the correct definition: 

ALCO 

a) crooked lawyer 

b) compound of aluminium and carbon 
monoxide 

c) Tasmanian mockingbird 

d) small South American dog 

LEMPIRA 

a) Honduran unit of currency 

b) Argentinian mountain wolf 

c) early vampire novel 

d) deciduous tree native to Mexico 

VELARIUM 

a) soft palate 

b) pith 

c) ancient Roman awning 

d) room for storage of bed linen 


E pluribus unum 


Rearange the letters of BEACON RELIT to 
make another word. 


Same Difference 
Identify these words that differ only in the 
letters shown: 


He unpaid but essential help 
*xeeT#* ~~ Get him! — (Film) 
Cryptic 
Retribution seems in order (7) 
Malicious sprite in No 10, that is (5) 
Cold display rack of eg cod and haddock (11) 
Missing Links 
Find a word which follows the first word in 
the clue and precedes the second in each case 
making a fresh word or phrase. Eg the answer 
to fish mix could be cake (fishcake & cake 


mix) and to bat man it could be he (bathe & 
he-man)... 


a) village house 
c) brie past 
e) flag yard 


b) soft party 
d) military stand 
f) fast suit 


©CMM 2022. Solutions on Page 58 
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AMEX BELLOS 


The first five correct entries drawn each week win Can You Solve My 


Problems? 
Entries to: The Guardian Crossword No 28,775, 


P.O. Box 17566, Birmingham, B33 3EZ, or Fax to 0121-742 1313 by first post 
on Friday. Solution and winners in the Guardian on Monday 13 June. 


Across 
1 Rugby formation picking up 
abone (6) 
4 Spend a penny gathering mud 
ants (8) 
9 Abundance of reflected light 
before first sign of dawn (2,3) 
10 Proponent ofa doctor drinking 
vodka ends with separation (9) 
11 Invasive species weren’t far out 
(5,4) 
12,18 One doubted if Bob is leading 
poet (5,6) 
13 Mandarin orange centre shown in 
Sir Clive TV broadcast (5,7) 
17 Adishwasher may be good for the 
opposition (6-6) 
20,24 Dressage de lycée? (5,5) 
21 Chrysler or Ford or a Team UK 
assembly (9) 
23 Mean Girls damned by harsh 
critics (9) 
24 See 20 
25 Like operating surgeons having 
clean place to sleep (8) 
26 Trade cycle report (6) 


Name 


Down 

1 Somehow banks on the first 
person in Germany to provide 
food (8) 

2 React badly on Philistine’s 
becoming artistic (8) 

3,15 Foreign articles take advantage 
of court record’s ultimate drama 
(5,4,4) 

5 Halfinvoke All Saint’s Day parody 
about truth after a few (2,4,7) 

6 Comedian running a country 
until recently (9) 

7 Informer regularly talked to 
confuse (6) 

8 From Caesar on Gaul: it’s a wrap! 
(6) 

10 Canine exchange to follow this 
legal framework? (2,3,3,2,3) 

14 Zip up seaside town in play (9) 

15 See3 

16 Wrong man needed to fashion 
graven image (8) 

18 See 12 

19 Nevertheless, tell the officer 
finally who did it! (6) 

22 Idon’t buy this setter’s issue of 
contention in 10 (2,3) 
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French final 
feels like 
the future 


Stokes on back foot as New Zealand 
middle order grabs control of Test 


= 


Uefa apologises to 
fans but dodges blame 


Almost a week after the Champions 
League final in Paris descended into 
chaos and violence at the Stade de 
France, Uefa finally issued an apol- 
ogy yesterday to supporters for the 
“frightening and distressing events” 
at the match. 


In a statement that also set 
out the terms of reference for the 
“independent review” Uefaitselfhas 
set up, European football’s governing 
body said it “wishes to sincerely 
apologise to all spectators who had 
to experience or witness frightening 
and distressing events in the buildup 
tothe Uefa Champions League final at 
the Stade de France on 28 May 2022in 
Paris, on a night which should have 


been a celebration of European club 
football. No football fan should be 
put in that situation, and it must not 
happen again.” 

However, the apology, which 
Liverpool supporters have been 
calling for all week, stopped short 
of Uefa accepting responsibility for 
any of the serial failures that marred 
European football’s showpiece 
season finale. Nor did Uefaretract the 
two statements made on the night, 
which instantly blamed Liverpool 
supporters for the delay, first alleging 
“late arrival” then claiming the prob- 
lems were caused by “thousands of 
fans who had purchased fake tickets”. 

Liverpool have questioned the 
independence of Uefa’s review, 
and that of the Portuguese MP 
appointed to conduct it, Dr 
Tiago Brandao Rodrigues. A 


36,000 fans 
tosee England 
despite ‘ban’ 
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Mitchell and Blundell close in on tons 
as New Zealand ease away from hosts 


Lord’s 


You have to go back to 1888, the 
days of WG Grace and the summer 
when Jack the Ripper was terrorising 
London’s East End, for the only two- 
day Test match at Lord’s. This is the 
139th Test at the ground since Percy 
McDonnell’s Australians beat Eng- 
land by 61 runs and for a good while 
itlooked like a second quick-fire affair 
was in the offing. 

England’s first innings had fizzled 
away inthe morning, albeit with just 
enough tail-end fiddling to turn 116 
for seven into 141 all out and a lead 
of nine runs. 


New Zealand’s top order was then 
once again vaporised to leave the 
tourists wobbling after lunch, with 
the demise of Devon Conway, a dou- 
ble centurion here last year, making 
it 56 for four. 

Matt Potts had continued his 
impressive debut, knocking over 
Kane Williamson for the second time 
inthe match when aback-foot punch 
flew to slip and nicking offhis deputy, 
Tom Latham. 

Jimmy Anderson had again win- 
kled out Will Young in classical 
Anderson fashion, while Broad simi- 
larly made it a double against Conway 
via a strangle down leg. 

But in a match where the gate in 
front of the old pavilion had barely 


A Stuart Broad loses his hat while on the chase during a bruising day 


stayed shut for any extended peri- 
ods - two first-innings totals under 
150 were registered ina Test on these 
shores for the first time since 1954 
- England needed events to remain 
in fast forward to overcome their 
ruinous collapse of five for eight the 
previous evening. 

Instead, a partnership of substance 
finally broke out, with two seasoned 
pros in Daryl Mitchell and Tom Blun- 
dell getting their heads down impres- 
sively with an unbroken fifth-wicket 
stand of 180 across 56.1 overs that 
saw the crowd thin out significantly 
by the close when the tourists had 
reached 236 for four from 79 overs. 

Mitchell had handsomely played 
his way to 97 from 188 balls, driving 
the final delivery of the day from 
Potts to the boundary, Blundell like- 
wise for his 90 from 182. 

Both men will start out looking to 
become the latest Kiwinames onthe 
honours board and, should they get 
there, it will be seriously well earned. 

More pressing for England and 
their new captain, Ben Stokes, is a 
lead that currently sits at 227 runs. 


Saturday 4 June 2022 The Guardian 


Day two 
scoreboard 


Lord's New Zealand lead England by 223 runs with six 
second innings wickets remaining 

Overnight New Zealand 132 (JM Anderson 4-66). 
England 116-7 


England First innings Balls 4s 6s 
BT Foakes c Mitchell b Southee.............7 22 0 0 
SCJ Broad b Southee........ oe) as a © 
JM Anderson not out .. af iy 0). © 
MW Parkinson c Mitche & 8) al @ 
Extras (b14, lb7, nb1) . 2 


Bowling Southee-14-3-55-4; Boult-13.5-4-21-3; 
de Grandhomme-8-2-24-1; Jamieson-7-3-20-2. 


New Zealand Second innings Balls 4s 6 
T WM Latham c Foakes b Potts......... 14 33 
WA Young c Foakes b Anderson..........1 6 
KS Williamson c Bairstow b Potts.....15 34 


D P Conway c Foakes b Broad 
D J Mitchell not out .... 
T A Blundell not out 
Extras (nb3, w1, lb1) .. 


Total (for 4, 79 OVEFS).......cceecceeeeeeee 

Fall 5, 30, 35, 56. 

To bat C de Grandhomme, K A Jamieson, T G Southee, 
AY Patel, TA Boult. 

Bowling Anderson 16-6-49-1; Broad 21-6-47-1; 
Potts 19-3-50-2; Stokes 8-1-43-0; Parkinson 14-0- 
43-0; Root 1-0-2-0 

Umpires M Gough and R Tucker 


SI 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


With Colin de Grandhomme still to 
come for their visitors, plus two lower 
order players who enjoy giving it the 
long handle in Kyle Jamieson and Tim 
Southee, the second new ball must 
do some serious damage first thing. 
The last time England played a 
two-day Test match was the day- 
night affair in Ahmedabad last year, 
amatch which prompted a good deal 
of harrumphing about the pitch. 
But the pink SG ball was in fact the 
chief culprit, its extra lacquer seeing 
identical deliveries from the spin- 


A partnership 

of substance 
finally broke out, 
with two seasoned 


pros getting their 
heads down 


ners randomly grip or shoot straight 
to leave batters untrusting of their 
defences and playing a guessing 
game out in the middle. 

Similarly here there have been 
factors beyond the 22-yards of earth 
rolled out by Karl McDermott and his 
groundstaff. For one, inasummer of 
gripes about the Dukes balls those 
selected here have swung. 

And secondly, we are witnessing 
a home side low on confidence with 
the bat and opponents who were light 
on preparation and still adjusting to 
life after Ross Taylor and BJ Watling. 
Bowlers, by contrast, hit the ground 
running. 

And unlike pitches that rag from 
the outset, surfaces that initially 
seam can also ease over time. With 
England’s attack also getting just 43 
overs of respite between innings - as 
per ruddy usual, the old guard might 
well chunter - things finally began to 
calm down and resistance formed. 
The art of batting in Test cricket was 
not lost after all. 

It was an excellent riposte from the 
tourists and turned this into the kind 
of second day one would expect from 
a Lord’s Test. 

Mitchell got his chance here after 
acalf injury and Covid-19 left Henry 
Nicholls cursing his luck, while Blun- 
dell spent years acting as the under- 
study to Watling behind the stumps. 
Both might be said to have a point to 
prove, not that New Zealand’s cricket- 
ers appear to care for much beyond 
the team’s needs. 

Blundell was first to his half-cen- 
tury from 101 balls, a square driven 
four off Potts sending a pigeon hur- 
tling off to find pastures new much 
like the slip fielders who had begun 
toscatter. Mitchell was not far behind 
either, needing four fewer deliveries 
and anudged single off Broad to reach 
this particular staging post. 

Both right-handers played the 
percentages and scored at a similar 
tempo, Mitchell in unleashing some 
rasping drives and Blundell strong 
off his pads. 

Beyond the probing threat of 
Anderson and Broad, the sparky Potts 
and the thunder of Ben Stokes, they 
also hadaleg-spinner to contend with 
after Matt Parkinson’s race down the 
M6 on Thursday for an unexpected 
debut as England’s first ever concus- 
sion substitute. 

Parkinson sent down 14 overs 
across three spells and Blundell, 
skittish with his footwork at first, 
appeared to be a stumping chance. 
But a couple of bludgeoned fours 
from the New Zealand wicketkeeper 
to end the first spell, and little assis- 
tance on offer for the latest English 
wrist-spinner generally, made it too 
soon for hard conclusions. 

England fielded with the energy 
expected at the start of the summer 
and anewregime butas the day wore 
on, there was acreeping sense of the 
Test match getting fully away from 
them. 

Last year they declined to chase 
273 on the final day but this time 
around, even with rain forecast over 
the weekend, there is just so much 
time remaining. 

Whatever the final equation, a 
significant challenge lies ahead and 
not least considering a New Zealand 
attack that has been refreshed by the 
efforts of Mitchell and Blundell, two 
cricketers for whom the day-three 
ticket holders should be grateful. 


Simon Burnton 
Lord’s 


he word at the end 
of day one, hard to 
quibble with in the 
circumstances, was 
that the second innings 
were where this match 
would be decided. But with 30% 
of England’s first-innings wickets 
still standing overnight, this left the 
remainder of their opening knock 
ina strange hinterland of presumed 
irrelevance. It stood overnight 
like the stump of an already-felled 
tree, its demise already mourned, 
nobody expecting it to do much 
growing. Those already looking 
beyond it presumably included 
most of those actually tasked with 
extending it, minds wandering to 
exertions still to come with ball 
rather than bat in hand. 

There was amemorable moment 
in England’s last Test against New 
Zealand, at Edgbaston last summer, 
when their second innings stood 
at stumps at 122, six more than 
their total here, and with nine 
wickets down rather than seven. 
The fielders emerged the following 
morning and took their positions, 
the batters walked to the middle, 
the crowd settled and silenced. Olly 
Stone took his guard, Trent Boult 
took the ball, the ball took the edge, 
the keeper took the catch, and they 
all headed off again. 

Minds drifted back to that 
moment as Boult took the ball 
again on the second morning at 
Lord’s, with Stuart Broad this 
time preparing to face him. What 
followed could hardly have been 
more different, Boult’s first delivery 
hopelessly misguided, bouncing 
sharply over the batter’s right 
shoulder and away for four byes. 
History had not been repeated, and 
perhaps here England’s tail could 
tell a different, more heroic story. 


Broad tried his best to get out 
to each of the remaining balls he 
faced, of which there were only 
four. A couple of years ago he 
scored 62 off 45 against West Indies 
at Old Trafford and spoke about 
“important runs” that “changed 
the momentum of the innings”. 
Here was an opportunity to change 
momentum and score important 
runs, but one that required 
discipline and focus and about 
which he seemed much less keen. 

Broad’s batting is increasingly 
characterised by nothing so much 
as carelessness, of which he looked 
guilty again as Tim Southee ripped 
out his leg stump. In only two 
of his last 16 Test innings has he 
scored more than the nine he got 
here. That day in Manchester his 
batting average stood at 18.7, but 
his average since then is 10.5, and in 
the last 12 months just seven. 

Ben Foakes was next out, 
pushing at a wide delivery from 
Southee that looked easier to leave. 
Foakes has averaged 98.75 over six 
innings for Surrey in the County 
Championship this year and must 
have floated to Lord’s ona cloud 
of confidence, but here there was 
no evidence of it. There is a feeling 
that he deserves arun in the team, 
and England certainly benefit from 
his skill behind the stumps - he has 
already taken several fine catches 
that rivals may well have spilled. It 
is in front of them that his problems 
lie - this is his 12th Test, and having 
averaged 41.8 in his first six he has 
run at 13.7 since - and with Matt 
Potts at No 8 it is not clear that the 
team can afford him. 

Enter, to great applause, Matt 
Parkinson. England’s unlikely 
debutant, summoned from 
Manchester on Thursday as Jack 
Leech’s concussion substitute, was 
cheered as he strode to the crease, 
acclaimed as he turned Southee 
past square leg to take England 
into the lead, wildly celebrated 
when he pushed the same bowler 
down the ground for a beautifully- 
timed four, and instantly forgiven 
when he edged Boult to first slip, 
barely half an hour after the start 
of play. Little had been expected of 
England’s tail, and little had been 
delivered. Perhaps it needs a little 
more attention. 


A Stuard Broad is dismissed during a tough day for England at Lord’s 
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Red ball recede 
Women’s Tests 
‘not part of 

cricket's future’ 


S on Bu 
Lord’s 


Greg Barclay, the independent 
chair of the International Cricket 
Council, has warned fans to brace 
for areduction in the amount of Test 
cricket over the next few years - and 
said women’s Tests will not be “part 
of the landscape moving forward to 
any real extent”. 

A total of 143 women’s Tests have 
been played in the format’s 88-year 
history but only five since 2015, and 
only once since 2007 has ateam other 
than England, India and Australia 
competed in one. With the sport’s 
focus trained on shorter formats, 
Barclay does not expect a surge. 

“If you look at the way cricket is 
going there is no doubt that white ball 
is the way of the future - that is the 
game thatis sought after by the fans, 
where the broadcasters are putting 
their resources and what is driving 
the money,’ Barclay said. 

“Therefore the counties that are 
developing women’s cricket will 
focus on that. In order to play Test 
cricket you have to have the struc- 
tures in place domestically and they 
don’t really exist, soI can’t see wom- 
en’s Test or long-form cricket evolving 
at any speed at all. That’s not to say 
they can’t choose to play Test cricket, 
butI don’t really see that as part of the 
landscape moving forward.” 

Barclay, who was elected chair of 
the ICC in 2020, played down the pos- 
sibility of Afghanistan being stripped 
of full member status because of 
their failure to operate a women’s 
team, suggesting the collapse of the 
women’s game in the country since 
the Taliban retook control last year 
represented “something of a blip”. 

“The people involved in Afghan 
cricket assure me they are doing 
everything they can to get the 
women’s game better established 
and what has happened is hopefully 
something of a blip in that process,” 
he said. “Some other members have 
also had slow progress in developing 
awomen’s game, so let’s give it time.” 

Barclay warned that many nations 
- perhaps every one outside the 
game’s current financial superpowers 
of India, Australia and England - will 
play fewer matches in future. 

“Men’s Test cricket represents the 
history and legacy of the game - it 
is what makes the game unique,” he 
said. “We are fortunate that we have 
other formats that can help us sustain 
Test cricket financially because other 
than one ortwoseries it is effectively 
loss making for boards.” 
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Toxic relationship with 
money just an elephant 
in the long room at Lord's 


The home of cricket is now 
acashless ground while 
players are now speaking out 
onthe cost of attendance 


Yousthan jew 
Lord’s : 
at 
he second evening at 
Lord’s, and the day has 
begun to saga little. 
The cricket begins to 
lose its grip on you, a 
day of breezy sunshine 
has made you sleepy, and so you 
decide to stretch your legs and take 
a stroll. You stop for a cup of tea, 
which costs £3.10. *Tap. Bleep.* 
The tea merely draws attention to 
your empty stomach and so you 
join the ragged queue for a portion 
of fish and chips at £12.50. *Tap. 
Bleep.* 

You walk a little longer, past the 
pasty stall, past the gin concession, 
past the souvenir shop and 
Great British Fudge emporium. 
Alittle way beyond there’sa 
charity collector shaking atin. An 
invitation to book a tour of the 
ground. *Tap. Bleep.* It’s all so easy 
and frictionless, a sunlit orchard 
of card readers all arching their 
boughs towards you and promising 
you alittle pleasure. 

“Lord’s is a cashless ground,” 
announces a message on the big 
screen as you enter, a statement 
that is true only until the moment 
your bank statement drops. But 
then this has always been the 
genius of Lord’s: a place that works 
the senses so thoroughly that you 
barely notice the efficiency with 
which it is simultaneously working 
your wallet. They don’t really 
obsess about anything as vulgar 
as money here, largely because for 
centuries it has been run by the sort 
of people with so much of it that it 
hardly matters. 

We got a taste of this earlier 
in the week, when the MCC was 
fleetingly blindsided by a sudden 
controversy over ticket prices for 
the first Test. Stuart Broad and Ben 
Stokes both spoke out. Pundits and 
journalists fumed at the audacity of 
charging £160 to watch one-fifth of 
acricket match. 

Eventually, confronted witha 
deluge of sour headlines, the club 
was forced to issue an extra tranche 
of £20 junior tickets for the fourth 
day and a promise to review their 
prices for the 2023 season. The 
cricket began. 

Everyone moved on. 

In one sense the whole affair was 
vaguely overblown. Ticket prices 
at Lord’s smashed through the 
£100 barrier some years ago and 
hardly anybody batted an eyelid. 
And as for empty seats - well, have 


you ever been to Lord’s? Even at its 
sold-out capacity, Lord’s always has 
empty seats. 

People drift away and drift 
back. People arrive late and go 
home early. 

There are punters who barely 
use their seat at all, for whoma 
day at Lord’s is primarily a chance 
to catch up with old friends and 
have a mosey about the place. All 
this is fine. But in another sense 
the MCC’s evident discomfort was 
quietly revealing. 

After all, one of the unspoken 
maxims of Lord’s is that pecuniary 
matters are the sort of thing the 
little people like to worry about. An 
Englishman’s bank account is his 
castle and all that. And besides, this 
is a place that likes to think itself 
above the vulgarity of pounds and 
pence. 

It’s an experience, a 
confraternity, a guild. If you need 
to ask the price of the suit, old boy, 
then you can’t afford it. 

Of course, behind the scenes the 
terrain has been shifting for a while. 


If you visit Lord's, 
what strikes you is 
the whiff of money, 
the way it swirls 
through corridors 


| » 


Ben Stokes spoke \ 


out against ticket \\ | 


prices at Lord’s / 


® 
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For most of the last decade the club 
has been embroiled in a civil war 
between its traditionalists and the 
speculators. The pandemic cost the 
MCC around £30m in lost revenue. 
The controversial 
redevelopment of the Compton 
and Edrich Stands cost £52m. Two 
years ago the club voted through 
- against stiffinternal opposition 
- plans to allow the super-rich to 
purchase express membership, 
thus jumping the famously epochal 
waiting list. The home secretary, 
Priti Patel, was one of the first to 
sign up, paying £45,000. 


nd if you visit 

Lord’s today what 

strikes you above 

all is the whiff of 

money, the way it 

swirls through the 
corridors and concourses like 
limited-edition aftershave, the 
sensation of being sold a premium 
experience. The City boys in 
shirts and aviator sunglasses. The 
City girls in designer dresses and 
uncomfortable-looking shoes. 
Not much more than a decade 
ago, as a scruffy and impoverished 
student, I used to be able to sit in 
the Compton Lower for £35. But 
Lord’s doesn’t want people like us 
any more. 

Perhaps this feels like a 
charmingly parochial thing to get 
annoyed about. 

But in a way the entire sport is 
being rebuilt along similar lines. At 
tea the ICC chair, Greg Barclay, was 
interviewed on Test Match Special 
and mentioned revenue or money 
10 times in the first six or seven 
minutes. 

Barclay baldly stated that with 
Twenty20 franchise leagues 
and ICC tournaments in the 
ascendant, bilateral Test cricket 
would inevitably be cut in future. 
“There will be some unfortunate 
consequences - from a revenue 
generation perspective - for some 
of those countries who won’t get 
the amount of cricket they will 
hope to have,” he said. 

So often the debate on the 
future Test cricket gets reduced 
to absurd abstractions like 
attention spans and over rates. 
Similarly, administrators chatter 
away happily about diversity and 
representation, set up task forces 
and working groups, without ever 
coming close to addressing the 
elephant in the room. 

There is not a problem in world 
cricket that can be solved without 
addressing its toxic relationship 
with money. But it’s awkward, and 
besides Lord’s isn’t really the place 
to discuss these things. 

So instead you go for another 
drink, tap your card on the reader, 
wait for the bleep. 


V James Anderson takes the wicket 
of Will Young of New Zealand in 
front of the Lord’s Pavilion 
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Parkinson steps up from drinks 
specialist to the rare task of 
delivering leg-spin for England 


y three o’clock in the 

afternoon the match 

was just starting to 

drag. This first day 

and a half of the Test 

unspooled at sucha 
frantic pace that the burgeoning 
stand between Tom Blundell and 
Daryl] Mitchell made everyone feel 
alittle restless and uncomfortable, 
like Lord’s was caught in an 
awkward silence that had stretched 
on too long. They’d only been 
going an hour, which would have 
been routine business in almost 
any other Test, but this one’s run 
in fast forward. The way they’ve 
been going at it in this match has 
made playing Test cricket feel like 
trying to ride a Victorian bicycle: 
it’s essentially familiar, and yet 
somehow all very different to how 
we doit now. 

It was at this moment Ben Stokes 
finally decided to bring on Matt 
Parkinson. Lord’s ruffled. You 
could hear the crowd shuffle as 
neighbours prodded each other in 
the ribs. “The leg-spinner’s coming 
on.” There are periodic comets 
that come around more often. The 
Lord’s crowd saw (and promptly 
forgot) a couple of fleeting overs of 
it from Joe Denly in the Ashes Test 
back in 2019. Before that, you have 
to go all the way to the summer of 
1996 to find the last time England 
bowled a leg-spinner in a Test here, 
when they played Ian Salisbury 
against Pakistan. You’re more 
likely to have seen the Queen here 
in the last 25 years than you are an 
Englishman bowling a leg-break. 

Parkinson is a bristling little 
bowler, whose hunched shoulders 
and mean glare make him seem a 
bit like he’s just popped up from 
underneath a bridge to nicka 
wicket off a passing batsman. He 
got through six overs for 21 runs 
in his first spell. They were arich 
mix, with the odd full toss and long 
hop among some lovely deliveries 
that drew shouts and sighs from 
the close fielders, especially when 
Blundell almost yorked himself by 
trying to come down the wicket to 
hit him back over his head. 

Parkinson had a better time 
of it than either of the other two 
specialist leg-spinners England 
have played at Lord’s since 
Salisbury. Chris Schofield got a 
game against Zimbabwe in 2000 
and Adil Rashid another against 
India 18 years later, but neither got 
abowl in either game. The irony, 
of course, is that England didn’t 
actually pick Parkinson for this 
match. He was only here because 
he’d been called up as a substitute 
after Jack Leach concussed himself 
when he was chasing a ball to 


the boundary early on the first 
morning. Parkinson, who had to 
travel down from Manchester, 
spent most of his first day of Test 
cricket on the M1. 

It beats carrying the drinks, 
which is what he’s been doing for 
most of the time since they first 
called him up to the Test squad in 
2019. He’s been a beverage-delivery 
specialist. “I feel like a privileged 
stepdad from all the time I’ve spent 
with you over the last two or three 
years,” said England’s spin coach, 
Jeetan Patel, when he presented 
him with his cap before the start of 
play. They’ve spent a lot of time in 
the nets together. Parkinson’s been 
on the England pathway for years. 
He came up through their under-17, 
under-19 and Lions teams; it was 
only when they got to the point that 
they actually needed to pick him 
for Test cricket that they started 
wavering. 

Quite why the game’s so leery 
about leg-spin is between English 
cricket and its therapist. They’ve 
had a few to choose from in recent 
years, and it’s never ended up well. 
Scott Borthwick got one Test in 
Australia in 2014, and never played 
again. Mason Crane got another 
four years later, and hasn’t been 
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seen since either. Rashid, who is 
perhaps the best England have 
ever had, played 19 games, the 
last of them in 2019, and has 
ended up turning away from 
red-ball cricket because he had 
shoulder problems. England 
never came close to getting the 
best out of him in Test cricket. 

There are a lot more around 
the counties right now, Matt 
Critchley at Essex, Luke Hollman 
at Middlesex, Rehan Ahmed at 
Leicestershire, Archie Lenham at 
Sussex, who all came up through 
white-ball cricket. Parkinson, 
who has 126 first-class wickets at 
23, is the best of them. 


hether that 

means he’s 

good enough 

is another 

question, and 

one that will 
take longer to answer than he’ll 
likely get. You could already hear 
the judgments calcifying around 
him by the time he was into his 
second spell. Like Rashid, he will 
have to deal with the accusation 
that he bowls too slowly to 
succeed at this level of the game, 
(invariably from people who 
know a lot less about his craft 
than he does himself). 

Of course Rashid could bat, too. 
Parkinson, on the other hand, is 
the first man to come in below 
Jimmy Anderson since Boyd 
Rankin (another one-cap England 
wonder) played in 2014. He’s 
made one fifty in his career, for 
Lancashire under-17s in 2013, and 
that’s it. So he’Il have to make his 
case with his bowling. 

Anyone who watched Shane 
Warne, and there’s been plenty 
of opportunity to do it these last 
few days, knows that leg-spin 
involves a little kidology. What’s 
less clear with Parkinson is who 
he’s kidding, the batsmen, or all 
us misty-eyed romantics who like 
to think that a wrist-spinner has a 
future in Test cricket in England. 


< Matt 
Parkinson 
(left) is the 
first England 
player to bowl 
leg-spin at 
Lord’s since 
acouple of 
fleeting overs 
from Joe Denly 
in 2019 
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Sport 


England shocked 
by Hungary 
hosting 36,000 
despite fan ban 


Gareth Southgate says England are 
“surprised” that 36,000 spectators 
will be allowed inside Puskas Arena 
in Budapest for today’s match against 
Hungary, which is nominally being 
staged behind closed doors. 

The Nations League fixture is one 
of five that Hungary are required to 
host under sanctions, two of them 
suspended, after repeated miscon- 
duct from their supporters. Uefa 
handed downathree-game stadium 
closure in June for discriminatory 
behaviour at Euro 2020, while Fifa 
added two more in September after 
racist abuse clouded England’s last 
visit in the World Cup qualifiers. 

Hungary’s 67,000-capacity ground 
will be more than half-full, though, 
after the local FA was able to exploit 
Uefa regulations that allow an unlim- 
ited number of under-14s to attend. 
One adult must accompany every 
10 children, so around 3,300 could 
be inside tomorrow. England will 
make use of the loophole when they 
serve the first of their own two-game 
stadium ban against Italy on11June, 
when around 3,000 children could 
watch at Molineux, but the prospect 
of a significantly bigger crowd in 
Budapest has raised eyebrows. 

“Tthink we’re all surprised,” South- 
gate said. “But we’re inviting children 
into our stadium, so I wasn’t really 
clear on the rules of any of it. I don’t 
know what the [crowd size] should or 
shouldn’t be. We’ve got to make sure 
we’re consistent in our beliefs, the 
stand we take asateam, the fact we’re 
united on [discrimination and rac- 
ism] being unacceptable, and it’s for 
other people to administer sanctions. 

“Once we’re administering sanc- 
tions it’s gone too far anyway, so the 
key is education and the young peo- 
ple in the stadium hopefully pick up 
that message tomorrow.” 

There is a precedent for matches 
to be contested in such conditions 
but there is also one for them to take 


Gareth Southgate 


an unsavoury turn. When Rangers 
visited Sparta Prague for a Europa 
League tie in September 2021, the 
Czech club were supported by around 
10,000 minors despite a two-game 
Uefa ban for previous racist abuse 
by fans. That night the Rangers mid- 
fielder Glen Kamara was booed from 
the stands, six months after being 
racially abused by Slavia Prague’s 
Ondrej Kudelain an incident that saw 
the defender banned for 10 games. 
England will hope there is no repeat 
of last year’s events in Hungary, 
where Raheem Sterling and Jude Bell- 
ingham were targeted with monkey 
chants during their 4-0 win and play- 
ers were booed for taking the knee. 

“Twould imagine Hungary will feel 
the same way we do about having 
restrictions on the home games and 
they won’t want it to happen again,” 
Southgate said. “Our players, after 
that, just want to focus on the foot- 
ball. They played incredibly well that 
night and want to do so again.” 

Southgate was asked whether 
England, whose banisaresult of the 
crowd trouble at Wembley around 
the Euro 2020 final, are in effect being 
punished more than Hungary given 
the smaller attendance expected in 
Wolverhampton. 

“T don’t know whether we’ve gotit 
right ourselves, you could say behind 
closed doors is behind closed doors,” 
he said. “What the FA recognised 
was that there was an opportunity 
to invite local football clubs, so they 
felt they should take that opportu- 
nity. I don’t think we should spend 
our time and energy focusing on how 
other people are dealing with it. 

“T think some safeguarding rules 
are slightly different from country 
to country. I know that was a bit ofa 
concernat our place; it sounds easy to 
just bring schoolchildren in but that 
needs quite a big operation. We are 
prepared for whatever tomorrow and 
it’s our job to get the football right.” 

Southgate will have to plan for the 
game, as well as Tuesday’s outing 
against Germany in Munich, without 
Phil Foden after the Manchester City 
player tested positive for Covid-19. 

There is hope Foden will have 
recovered for the two games in Wol- 
verhampton, where Hungary await 
again after Italy. Sterling has been 
struggling with illness and may not be 
involved in Budapest while the game 
comes too soon for Fikayo Tomori 
and Marc Guéhi, who are injured. 

The new call-ups Jarrod Bowen 
and James Justin are both expected 
to receive their first caps over the 
next 10 days. “I won’t hesitate to 
play them,” Southgate said. “They’ve 
both settled in really well. ’ve seen 
enough from them in training to see 
that they can fit in.” 


VW Harry Kane and his teammates 
limber up at St George’s Park 
SHAUN BOTTERILL/GETTY IMAGES 


Kane has sights 
on Rooney's record 
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Captain needs five more 
goals to become England's 
record scorer and his quest to 
doso before the World Cup 
continues in today’s Nations 
League clash with Hungary 


David Hytner 


arry Kane was the 

first England player 

to congratulate 

Wayne Rooney. 

It was September 

2015, Rooney had 
just scored his 50th international 
goal to break Sir Bobby Charlton’s 
record for the country - from the 
penalty spot against Switzerland at 
Wembley - and Kane was straight 
over to him, whispering something 
in his ear before embracing him. 

Back then, Kane was at the 
start. Aged 22, he had come on as 
a58th- minute substitute for his 
fourth cap and he would open the 
scoring shortly afterwards with his 
third goal at this level. Rooney’s 
late penalty would close out a 2-0 
European Championship qualifying 
victory. 

What Kane remembers is how 
the emotion gripped Rooney. “I 
saw how much it meant to him and 
his family,’ he says. And it is also 
probably fair to say that the half- 
century must have felt like a dot 
on the horizon for Kane, even ifhe 
has always set ambitious personal 
targets. 

It is now upon him and Rooney’s 
record of 53 is not much further 
away, too. Kane goes into today’s 
Nations League opener against 
Hungary in Budapest on 49 goals 
and the opportunity is tantalising, 
especially with three more ties in 
the competition to follow over the 
next week-and-a-half- against 
Germany in Munich and Italy and 
Hungary in Wolverhampton. 

Rooney has said that it would 
be better if Kane were to break 
the record before the World Cup 
in Qatar, which kicks off on 21 
November, to remove a potential 
distraction. England have two more 
games before it - the return Nations 
League fixtures against Italy and 
Germany on 23 and 26 September. 

Kane, in his own words, would 
“like to break it as soon as possible,” 
although he is “someone who 
doesn’t let that stuff affect me 
when I’m on the pitch,” when it is 
all about helping the team to win. 
But the broader impression that 
Kane gave yesterday was of the time 
going so fast, from Rooney’s record- 
breaking goal to his own shot at it. 

“Tt all goes so quickly,” Kane says. 
“The major tournaments come 
around so quickly, the games come 
quickly and, year-by-year, you edge 
up that leaderboard ... it’s great to 
be close to 50.” 

The World Cup will be here 
before we know it and, for Kane 
and the England manager, Gareth 


> Harry Kane congratulates Wayne 
Rooney on his record 50th England 
goal against Switzerland in 2015 
FRANK AUGSTEIN/AP 


Southgate, it is about wringing 
every last drop out of the time they 
have together, whichis not much 
or, at least, nowhere near as much 
as they would like. The Nations 
League group phase, consequently, 
assumes far greater significance 
than it might ordinarily do. Itis not 
so mucha tune-up for Qatar. It is the 
only tune-up. 

“We don’t have many days on 
the training pitch between now 
and our first match in the finals 
so everything we do has to be 
focused,” Southgate says. “These 
Nations League matches are great 
preparation in that they are high- 
level games. They are different sorts 
of tests and we need to see some 
different players, as well. We need 
to learn about one or two things. 
But we need to keep winning 
football matches because it’s an 
important habit to have. We also 
want to make the last four of this 
competition if we can.” 

England have recent history 
with Hungary and it has been 
acrimonious. The 4-0 World Cup 
qualifying win in Budapest last 
September was marred by some 
home fans directing monkey chants 
at the England players, Raheem 
Sterling and Jude Bellingham, while 
the 1-1 draw at Wembley in the same 
competition the following month 
saw crowd trouble in the visiting 
enclosure. It was sparked when 
Metropolitan police officers entered 
the stand to arrest a supporter for 
a “racially aggravated public order 
offence following comments made 
towards a steward”. 

In football terms, Southgate 
notes how the Budapest game was 
“very different to anything I’ve 
seen from Hungary in the last two 
or three years” because they were 
so open. The tighter organisation at 
Wembley was more characteristic 
and England have to expect 
something similar today. That was 
the night when Southgate started 
with two attack-minded No 8s ina 
4-3-3 system. It did not work. 

Kane enters in a good place. This 
time last year, he wanted to leave 
Tottenham but it does not feel as 
though we are in the same transfer 


England's top scorers 


Goals Caps Career 


WayneRooney 53 120 2003-18 
Harry Kane 49 69 2015- 

Bobby Charlton 49 106 1958-70 
Gary Lineker 48 80 1984-92 
Jimmy Greaves 44 57 1959-67 
MichaelOwen 40 89 = 1998-08 
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History lessons 


25 Nov 1953 

England 3 Hungary 6 

The hosts are picked apart. The 
Mail calls it “the mother and 
father of a good hiding” and says 
“soccer chiefs [must realise] that 
control of the ball at speed is the 
secret of success nowadays”. 

A major tactical overhaul is 
promised... 


23 May 1954 

Hungary 7 England1 

... but not before another 
mauling, which proves 
England’s reset will be about 
evolution, not revolution. 


2 Sep 2021 

Hungary 0 England 4 

Nearly 70 years on Hungary 

no longer seem so progressive 
as home fans racially abuse 
England players. Sterling, Kane, 
Maguire and Rice score ina 
dominant, defiant World Cup 
qualifying victory. 


saga territory with him. Kane 
finished the domestic season in 
excellent form, earning a PFA player 
of the year nomination; Spurs have 
qualified for the Champions League 
and the manager, Antonio Conte, is 
planning his future with the club. 

“Whenever you finish strongly, 
there is always a freer mind going 
onto the international stage,” Kane 
says. “I feel confident, I feel free.” 

Southgate adds: “Harry seems 
very happy, his football is good. 
Spurs have qualified for the 
Champions League so, when you’re 
a player, you want to be involved 
in the biggest possible matches. 
Whenever a player is settled and 
happy, it makes a huge difference 
to the way they play.” 

Kane mentioned how the 
England rugby star, Marcus Smith, 
had watched the squad train at St 
George’s Park and spent time with 
them. Kane is obsessed by taking 
tips from athletes in different 
fields and it is no secret that he has 
picked the brains of Tom Brady, 
the American football icon, among 
others. Kane loves Brady’s sport 
and has said that he would one 
day like to become an NFL kicker 
while his passion for golf is also 
well-documented. 

“T guess my ideal career would 
be [to win] a World Cup, a Super 
Bowl and maybe a Masters green 
jacket,” Kane says, witha smile. 

It is the first item on the bucket 

list that consumes him. The 
upcoming four matches stand to be 
instructive. 
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Maguire e Coady 
@ Hungary : @ England 
Subs from : Pope, Ramsdale, Guéhi, 
Dibusz, Bolla, : James, Stones, Tomori, 


Spandler, Kleinheisler, 
Gazdag, Styles, 
Barath, Schon, Vancsa 


: Trippier, Walker, 

: Bellingham, Mount, 
: Rice, Ward-Prowse, 
: Foden, Sterling 


(probable teams) 


Venue Puskas Arena 
Referee Cuneyt Cakir (Tur) 


Last two meetings 


England 1 Hungary 1, 12 Oct 2021 
John Stones equalised after Roland 
Sallai had given the visitors a shock 
lead at Wembley. 

Hungary 0 England 4, 2 Sept 2021 
Raheem Sterling kicked off the 
scoring after the break as England 
won this World Cup qualifier. 


Key clash 


Willi Orban v Harry Kane 

The RB Leipzig defender is a 
lynchpin of the Hungary side but 
will have his hands full trying to 
stop Harry Kane reaching a half- 
century of international goals 


tl 

Managers 

Marco Rossi Gareth 

Italian took Southgate 

over in 2018 Takes charge of 
and has won his 71st match 
19 of his 41 since replacing 
matches at Sam Allardyce 
the helm. in 2016. 
oedice sess: O70 ae 
Follow the action 

TV Channel 4 

Radio Radio 5 live 


theguardian.com Join 
Scott Murray from 4pm for 
minute-by-minute coverage 


Uefa apologises 
for Paris but 
fails to take 
responsibility 


@ Continued from front page 


former sports minister in Portugal 
from 2015 to this year, Rodrigues 
worked closely in that role with Tiago 
Craveiro, then the chief executive of 
the Portuguese Football Federation 
(PFF), who earlier this year was 
appointed by Uefa to be an adviser 
tothe president, Aleksander Ceferin. 

Liverpool’s supporters’ trust, Spirit 
of Shankly, also expressed scepticism 
about the review and Rodrigues’s 
independence, saying in a state- 
ment: “His credentials to undertake 
this role are unclear and we don’t 
know whether he is up to the job or 
how independent hereallyis, as there 
has been no consultation nor clari- 
fication of his previous experience. 
The investigation needs to be rigor- 
ous, swift and firmly independent. It 
needs proper scope and access to all 
relevant evidence, and it needs tobe 
open and transparent.” 

Uefa has acknowledged that Rod- 
rigues “had a working relationship” 
with many people in Portuguese 
sport including the PFF, but said his 
experience, including when Portugal 
hosted the first Uefa Nations League 
finals and the last two Champions 
League finals, made him” “ideally 
placed” to lead the review. Rodrigues 
has said he will work on the review 
without payment. 

Uefa has promised to engage in 
the process with supporters groups 
including those of Liverpool and 
Real Madrid, andthe umbrella group 
Football Supporters Europe. 

The final, which Real Madrid won 
1-0, was delayed as French police 
held supporters for hours outside in 
barely moving queues. Several turn- 
stiles for Liverpool supporters were 
then closed without explanation, 
and fans reported difficulties with 
the scanners and stewards telling 
them the tickets were fake. The Paris 
police have been heavily criticised for 
alleged failures in the management of 
the crowd, and for liberally using tear- 
gas on supporters held in the queues. 

When announcing the delay, first 
on the big screen in the stadium, Uefa 
stated that it was caused by “late 
arrival of fans”. After the match, Uefa 
issued a statement, which is still up 
on its website, stating that the cause 
of the delayed kick-off was that “the 
turnstiles at the Liverpool end became 
blocked by thousands of fans who had 
purchased fake tickets”. 

The French minister of the interior, 
Gérald Darmanin, then claimed that 
“30-40,000” Liverpool supporters 
were at the stadium with tickets pro- 
duced by an “industrial scale fraud,” 
and neither he nor the French gov- 
ernment has yet retracted that claim. 

Liverpool and the club’s sup- 
porters have reacted with aston- 
ishment and fury to those claims, 
with Billy Hogan, Liverpool’s chief 
executive, demanding an apology 
and describing the accusations as 
irresponsible, inflammatory and an 
attempt to shift blame. 
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D 
@ Wales : @Ukraine 

Subs fro : Subs from 

Ward, Davies, Mepham, : Pyatov, Sobol, Bondar, 
Norrington-Davies, + Syrota, Dovbyk, 
Gunter, Morrell, Smith, : Mudryk, Pikhalyonok, 
Levitt, Matondo, > Kacharaba, Zubkov 
Thomas, Colwill, 

Williams, Moore, 

Johnson 


(probable teams) 


Venue Cardiff City Stadium 
Referee Danny Makkelie (Neth) 


Last two meetings 


Ukraine 1 Wales 0, 28 Mar 2016 
Andriy Yarmolenko’s goal gave 
Ukraine a first win over Wales, ina 
warm-up for Euro 2016. 

Ukraine 1 Wales 1, 6 Jun 2001 
Mark Pembridge rescued a point 
in this World Cup qualifier after 
Hennadiy Zubov’s opener. 


Key clash 


Gareth Bale v Oleksandr Zinchenko 
The Wales forward loves to save 
himself for the big occasion but 
the Manchester City defender 

has also proved he is capable of 
inspiring his teammates. 


Managers 

Robert Page =: Oleksandr 
Wednesday’s_ : Petrakov 
defeat in : Yet to taste 
Polandended : defeatin eight 
anine-match : matches since 
unbeaten : taking over 
runforWales_ : last year 


Follow the action 


TV Sky Sp Main Event, ITV, S4C 
Radio Radio 5 live, Radio Wales 
theguardian.com Join 

Will Unwin from 4pm for 
minute-by-minute coverage 


Cultured 

and volatile 
Stepanenko 
could be vital 
to Ukraine's 
Qatar dreams 


Shakhtar midfielder has not 
realised his early potential 
but may be key to his side 
against Wales tomorrow 


Named 4 2. | 
aras Stepanenko was 
17 when he made 
his professional 
debut for Metalurh 
Zaporizhzhya, ina 
3-1 defeat by Dynamo 
Kyiv. He was a fine passer of 
the ball who almost from the 
beginning read the game with 
the assurance of a player several 
years his senior. Great things were 
expected of him and he seemed on 
track when he moved to Shakhtar 


Y Taras Stepanenko (top) has been 
amainstay at the heart of Ukraine’s 
midfield for the past 12 years 

COLIN POULTNEY/PROSPORTS/SHUTTERSTOCK 


: _ Some- 
messages he 

received after 

Wednesday 

were from 

« friends 

fighting on 
the frontline 


just before his 21st birthday. 

Twelve years on, though, 
Stepanenko is still at Shakhtar at 
the age of 32. He may have won 
seven Ukrainian Premier League 
titles and seven Ukrainian Cups 
but there is a sense of a talent 
that never quite delivered on 
its potential. He’s played only 
262 minutes in the knockout 
stage of the Champions League, 
completed only two knockout 
matches in the competition, and 
one of those was a 7-0 defeat to 
Bayern Munich in 2015. 

Perhaps he was never quite 
the elite talent he appeared to be, 
somebody who had he been born 
in England might have come to be 
celebrated as a great servant ofa 
mid-table Premier League side. 
But it may also be that he rather 
plateaued, stuck at a team that 
dominates domestically without 
the desire or the opportunity to 
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a a 
Cardiff notebook 


The contest 

Wales, a nation that has 
only once before qualified 
for the World Cup, in 1958, 
take on Ukraine, a country 
currently at war after being 
invaded by Russia 101 days 
ago. Tomorrow’s winners 
go to Qatar in November 
to join England, USA and 
Iran in Group B. It’sa 
remarkable encounter by 
anyone’s reckoning, witha 
huge prize at stake. 


The venue 

The 33,000-seat Cardiff City 
Stadium has been ready since 
Wales beat Austria 2-1 in their 
playoff semi-final in March. 
The 74,500-seat Principality 
Stadium down the road was 
not considered for Wales’s 
biggest World Cup game since 
at least 1993 as the team and 
its supporting Red Wall have 
made the smaller ground their 
home. “We are really happy 
there,” says Noel Mooney, 

the Football Association 

of Wales’ chief executive. 
“It’s a great venue for us, why 
would we want to leave it?” 


¢ B 
A Wales’ Red Wall show their 
solidarity with Ukraine in March 


The fans 

It’s asellout, of course. 
Ticketless fans have been 
urged not to travel to Cardiff 
and add to the policing 
headache on a four-day jubilee 
holiday weekend. And those 
who do have tickets have been 
warned not to invade the pitch. 


The superstar 

Gareth Bale’s week: Saturday 
- watch Real Madrid team- 
mates win European Cup 

in Paris; Monday - receive 
surprising ovation at Madrid 
trophy parade; Wednesday - 
leave Real, saying “it’s been an 
honour”; Thursday - awarded 
MBE for services to football 
and charity; tomorrow - 
Wales’s date with destiny. 


The referee 

Dutchman Danny Makkelie is 
the whistleblower - last seen 
on the big stage giving England 
a decisive penalty in extra- 
time of the Euro 2020 semi- 
final against Denmark when 
Raheem Sterling was floored. 


TheTV 

Fans in Wales aren’t short of 
viewing options - it’s live on 
three channels: Sky Sports Main 
Event, the Welsh-language 

S4C and ITV, who have donea 
one-off deal with Sky to ensure 
free-to-air coverage. 


leave his home country for greater 
challenges abroad. 

That is the football way of 
looking at things. Were these 
normal times, we would then 
move on to talking about whether 
Stepanenko, who demonstrated 
flickers of his ability at the Euros, 
might yet have one last job in him, 
whether he might be able to drive 
Ukraine to victory over Wales 
tomorrow and inspire them to their 
first World Cup since 2006. 

There would probably have been 
analysis of how he shut down John 
McGinn in Wednesday’s World 
Cup qualifier, restricting the main 
creative presence in Scotland’s 
midfield to one key pass anda 60% 
pass accuracy, while maintaining 
an 86% pass accuracy himself. 

And there would have been 
consideration of how Wales, 
although they too operate witha 
back three, structure their midfield 
differently, so it is harder to isolate 
one man linking to the forwards. 
Joe Morrell, who usually plays 
as the central figure, sits much 
deeper, with the players flanking 
him, probably Joe Allen and Harry 
Wilson although Aaron Ramsey may 
have arole, pushing on. That might 
mean Oleksandr Zinchenko having 
to sit deeper in midfield, rather than 
occupying the roving left-sided role 
he did against Scotland and through 
much of the Euros. 

Perhaps there might have been 
reflections on his personality. 
Stepanenko has a hinterland. Before 
going to France for the Euros in 2016, 
he spoke about how Louis de Funés, 
an actor and comedian who died in 
1983, had shaped his image of the 
country. He reads a lot, particularly 
biographies - Alex Ferguson, 

Zlatan Ibrahimovic, Napoleon. 

He admits he has twice started 

but failed to finish Don Quixote. 
He knows his wines, favouring 

dry Italian reds, particularly 
valpolicella. His wife, Marharyta, 
is an excellent chef, having studied 
under Héctor Jiménez-Bravo. The 
Spenanenkos love escape rooms - 
“They develop logical thinking, the 
head starts to work, and they’rea 
good way to unwind alittle”. 

He is also a devout Christian, 
which seems to lie behind the 
scepticism he has expressed about 
tattoos. “I already remember the 
names of people close to me,” he 
said. “I love them, and the addition 
of a tattoo would not make me 
love them even more. Besides, 
Ionce read that tattoos are pagan 
symbols. Although our Brazilians 
[at Shakhtar] all seem to be pious 
and they stick on both Jesus and 
the Virgin Mary. So maybe it’s a 
personal matter.” 


A Ukraine’s players 
celebrate their second 
goal against Scotland 
TOM JENKINS/THE GUARDIAN 


If that makes him sound 
thoughtful and cultured, there is 
also a volatility. The head-high 
lunge that earned him a red card 
against Moldova in 2013 was 
pretty much as bad as challenges 
get, although it was probably born 
of recklessness rather than malice. 

It should also be said he has 
only been sent off twice at club 
level, both for two bookings. One 
of those came in 2016 for his part 
in a brawl at the end ofa game 
between Shakhtar and Dynamo. 
The previous year, Andriy 
Yarmolenko had committed a 
dreadful foul on him and although 
the two exchanged shirts at the 
end, Yarmolenko then tossed 
Stepanenko’s to the ground, 
leading to months of bad blood. 

But these are not normal 
times and this is a story with 
ramifications far beyond football. 
Stepanenko and Yarmolenko have 
long since made up and, even if 
they had not, there would surely 
have been a sense that a row over 
a discarded shirt meant little 
alongside the greater cause for 
which Ukraine are now fighting. 

As Steve Clarke made clear 
after Scotland’s defeat by Ukraine 
on Wednesday, all the emotion 
and all the togetherness in the 
world does not matter without a 
tactical plan, and Stepanenko will 
be key to that, not only for the 
position he occupies but for his 
organisational brain. But among 
the many messages he received 
after Wednesday’s win, some 
were from friends fighting on the 
frontline. 

The sporting narrative says this 
could be Stepanenko’s time at 
last; the real world renders those 
cliches trite. Doing it for Ukraine 
has never meant so much. 


‘Ttis now Rob Page's job 
tomake Wales the most 
unpopular football 
team on earth’ 

Elis James 
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Lacazette may 
return to Lyon 
after Arsenal 
confirm exit 


Arsenal have confirmed that the 
striker Alexandre Lacazette willleave 
the club at the end ofhis contract this 
month. The 31-year-old has notagreed 
anew deal with the Gunners and the 
Frenchman has been linked with a 
return to his hometown club Lyon. 
Lacazette joined Arsenal from Lyon 
in 2017 and scored 71 goals in 206 
appearances for the club. 

The striker was Arsenal’s top 
goalscorer in two seasons while in 
north London, in 2017-18 and 2020- 
21, but played as more of a creator 
under Mikel Arteta during his final 
campaign. 

Lacazette, who captained Arsenal 
after Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
left the club to join Barcelona in 
February, helped Arteta’s side in 
their push forthe top four this year but 
lost his place to Eddie Nketiah over 
the final weeks of the season. Upon 
the expiry of his contract on 30 June, 
heis expected toreturn to Liguelasa 
free agent, having spent seven years 
at Lyon and scoring 100 goals in his 
previous spell. 

“Laca has been a fantastic player 
for us,” Arteta said. “He’s been areal 
leader on and off the pitch and has 
been a very important influence to 


our younger players. His commit- 
ment with us has been exceptional 
and we wish him and his family suc- 
cess and happiness.” 

Lacazette added: “With the club, 
we decided to go apart - the club 
taking a new direction but the end 
of my contract as well. Nowitis time 
for me to have a new experience, 
anew adventure. 

““T want to say a big thank you 
[to the fans], because there were 
a lot of expectations for me when 
Isigned. 

“The welcome was amazing for 
me. During my five years, it’s been 
amazing with the fansin the stadium. 
Thank you for the song as well, it 
touched me. A big thank you for eve- 
rything. I will keep in contact with 
my teammates, the manager and the 
club.” PA Media 


Lacazette scored 


71 goals in five @ 


years at Arsenal ‘S 


Football 
In brief 


Manchester City Women 
Taylor ‘thrilled’ to seal 
Castellanos move 


Gareth Taylor’s widely anticipated 
reconstruction of Manchester 

City Women has begun with the 
recruitment of the Venezuela 
international Deyna Castellanos 
from Atlético Madrid. The 23-year- 
old striker is expected to be the 
first of several summer signings 

at the Etihad campus and will 
officially join Taylor’s squad on 1 
July. Castellanos comes through 
City’s currently revolving door 
trailing an impressive CV. In just 
over two seasons in Spain, a player 
who will wear the No 10 shirt in 
Manchester scored 26 goals in 71 
appearances, while internationally 
she captains her country and 

has 12 goals from 25 games. Her 
formative playing years were spent 
in the US where, while attending 
Florida State University, she shone 
for its team, the Seminoles. In 
2017, when Castellanos was 18, 
she was shortlisted for Fifa’s best 
women’s player of the year award 
alongside Carli Lloyd and Lieke 
Martens. Taylor, who has said 
farewell to some key City players 
including England’s Lucy Bronze 
and her Bayern Munich-bound 
international teammate Georgia 
Stanway this summer, is suitably 
delighted to have acquired the 


i RNS: 
: A Deyna Castellanos says she hopes 
: City willimprove her as a player 


: striker. “We’re thrilled to have 

: Deyna on board,” he said. “She’s 

: aplayer we’ve admired for a long 

: time. She’s an incredibly exciting 

: talent who has areal hunger and 

: desire to be highly successful.” 

: Castellanos sounded similarly 

: enthused. “All the facilities are just 
: amazing,” she said. “This club will 
: help improve me asa player and 

: [hopeIcan improve Manchester 

: City too.” Louise Taylor 


_ Manchester United 
: Ronaldo ready for fresh 
_ Start with Ten Hag 


: Cristiano Ronaldo says he is happy 
: tobe at Manchester United and has 
: targeted winning trophies under 

: Erik Ten Hag next season. “I knew 
: he did a fantastic job for Ajax and 

: that he’s an experienced coach 

: but we need to give him time and 

: things need to change they way he 
: wants,” he said ina video posted 

: on the club’s Twitter account. “I 

: hope we have success of course 

: because if you have success, all 

: of Manchester are going to have 

: success as well. We are happy and 

: excited.” PA Media 
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Activist recognised for her 
part in the evacuation of 
Afghan athletes says it is 
‘not a story of white saviours’ 


Suzanne Wrack 


hen the human 

rights lawyer Kat 

Craig was told 

she was going 

to be presented 

with the integrity 
and impact award at the Sports 
Industry Awards for her role in 
the evacuation of female Afghan 
athletes and others as Kabul fell to 
the Taliban last summer, she tried to 
turn it down. 

The award has been won by 
Marcus Rashford for his campaign 
against food poverty, Raheem 
Sterling for his anti-racism work 
and by the former gymnast Rachael 
Denhollander, the first woman to 
accuse the US coach Larry Nassar 
publicly of sexual abuse. Craig 
wanted to point the spotlight 
elsewhere. 

Khalida Popal, one of the 
founders of the Afghanistan 
women’s national team who was 
responsible for exposing the sexual 
abuses suffered by players by 
the former Afghanistan football 
federation president Keramuudin 
Karim and the fulcrum of the heroic 
evacuation efforts should receive it, 
argued Craig. 

But Popal was one step ahead. “I 
nominated you, go get your award,” 
came back the message. 

Craig had a point, though. She 
was a cog inasmall, hard-working 
machine and stresses that as we 
sit in her home in north London to 
talk about her career. It includes 
representing British Guantanamo 
Bay detainees and train-crash 
victims, tackling protest law and 
deaths in police and prison custody, 
handling some of sport’s most 
traumatising sexual abuse cases and 
assisting the mammoth evacuation 
from Afghanistan. 

“Tt was just a massive team 
effort,’ Craig says, praising Popal, 
who “sees a problem or a challenge 
that others would shy away from 
because it’s seemingly impossible 
and just attacks it and then she 
succeeds”; the former Afghanistan 
women’s national team coach Kelly 
Lindsey, who “in the most difficult 
circumstances built trust and 
togetherness among those players 
when for years circumstances 
made it hard for those women 
to come together”; and Jonas 
Baer-Hoffmann, the general 
secretary of the global players’ 
union, Fifpro, whose “question is 
always: ‘How can we help?’ not: 


‘Will we be liable if we don’t?’ Which 
is the antithesis of so many leaders 
in sports.” 

Craig accepted the award on 
condition she could highlight the 
collective and, most critically, the 
women who risked their lives. “This 
is nota story of white saviours,” 
she says. “This award and this 
whole process is about the women, 
the players, because it was their 
courage, it was their tenacity, that 
had to see them through. They were 
the people running that gauntlet of 
Taliban checkpoints and of crowd 
surges to get to the airport. That 
wasir’t us. 

“We were tired and we hadn’t 
showered as muchas we should 
have because we’d been awake and 
on our phones for days and days and 
days on end, but that was nothing 
compared to what they were going 
through. 

“These were women who had 
fought actively to build up that 
space for women in Afghanistan and 
they were just watching all of their 
hard work crumble in front of them. 
Then we had to ask them to makea 
choice, which was: stay and possibly 
die, because the Taliban is coming 
knocking door-to-door for you and 
will recognise some of you because 
you’re women advocates, or leave 
your family behind while your 
country burns.” 

Craig has not met the women for 
whom she was filling out paperwork 
but she had “a responsibility to 
that team”, she says. “I feela sense 
of sisterhood and I feel gratitude 
and admiration for what they’ve 
done. Because their struggle is 
my struggle. 

“Through the work that was done 


Kat Craig says the 
evacuation was ‘a im 
massive team effort’ fim 


on highlighting abuse in women’s 
football it changed the narrative in 
Afghanistan. And by changing the 
narrative in Afghanistan, awareness 
was raised in other places, keeping 
other people safe.” 

Craig hopes the award will open 
the eyes of others to the role they 
can play. “It’s one thing if Rachael 
Denhollander or Marcus Rashford 
or Raheem Sterling create change, 
but if some unknown, not terribly 
athletic nerdy lawyer can doit then 
everybody can, right? So that’s what 
Ihope comes from it. Because that’s 
how change happens. 

“What we did shows people 
you sometimes have to take that 
leap of fa ith and give it a go even 
if you don’t know if you’ll succeed. 
Because once you’ve succeeded 
other people will come on board. 

“Tt won’t always work but we’ll all 
give it a go. And if any team can doit, 
Ibelieve our team can. That comes 
from trying to fight impossible odds 
and not being reckless but not being 
so afraid of failure that it prevents 
you from trying. That is alesson the 
sports industry needs to learn.” 

Craig stepped away from “deeply 
traumatising, triggering, exhausting 
and painful” human rights work 
and into sport and social-impact 
consultancy with her husband, Nick 
Wigmore, setting up Athlead, not- 
for-profit consultancy specialising 
in athlete-led charity and social 
change, in 2016. 

However, when she was 
approached about working with the 
Offside Trust, which was founded 
by agroup of men, including former 
professional footballers, who spoke 
out about sexual abuse they had 
suffered as young players, her career 
veered back towards where it began. 
Now she represents many abuse 
victims in sport across the world 
while running Athlead. 

What keeps her from being 
burned out again is running 
Camden and Islington United, the 
community-owned football club 
she cofounded with her husband. 
“The lesson I’ve learned working 
in human rights for over 20 years is 
that inevitably you see the darkest 
side of human nature and that takes 
its toll over time,” she says. 

“There are lots of ways you can 
tackle that. But the most effective 
is always to balance it out with the 
light. One of the things that really 
benefits me, other than it being 
outside and a distraction from some 
difficult issues, is that the young 
men in our club are nice. 

“We work hard with them. 

We hold them to account. We 
teach them to show alittle bit 
more vulnerability to combat the 
toxic masculinity that exists in 
football, to care for each other, to 
be open minded to criticism, to 
have a growth mindset, but also to 
challenge their stereotypes. 

“We challenge them on the way 
they speak about and think about 
women, we challenge them on the 
way they speak about and think 
about homosexuality, we challenge 
them on all different levels and 
on finding their own sense of 
self-worth. 

“Creating a safe space and an 
environment for men where they 
can be honest about that and showa 
bit of vulnerability is great. They are 
the antidote.” 


Y Lotte Clapp raises the Premier 15s 
trophy aloft - her side reclaimed it 
following last season’s final defeat 
PHIL MINGO/PPAUK/SHUTTERSTOCK 
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Packer's double powers 
Saracens to a third title 


Saracens 43 
ee re, oh 
Sarah Rendell 

Sixways 


Abrace of Marlie Packer tries helped 
Saracens to their third Premier 15s 
title as they defeated Exeter in 
front of a record crowd of 3,238 in 
Worcester. 

In the sixth minute, supporters 
roared as Sarah McKenna made a 
crucial turnover with the Chiefs edg- 
ing into their 22. Saracens turned up 
the heat as Holly Aitchison kicked for 
territory and Alev Kelter powered 
over the gain line. The ball was shifted 
right to left but Hannah Botterman 
dropped so Saracens were pulled 
back for a penalty advantage. Poppy 
Cleall tooka quick tap and was inches 
from the line. The recycled ball found 
player of the match Packer, who has 
had a stunning season for club and 
country, and she went under the posts 
for the first try. 

Exeter fans willed their side to 
hit backand a driving maul earned 
them a penalty. They displayed their 
intentions with a kick to the corner 
but a Saracens wall hit the maul and 
the defence proved impenetrable as 
they cleared their lines. May Camp- 
bell then bagged a turnover to quash 
Exeter’s momentum. 

Saracens supporters found their 
voices next as aclean scrum and great 
breaks from McKenna and Packer set 
Alex Austerberry’s side just metres 
from their second score. It came 
out to Vicky Fleetwood who dotted 
down. Exeter knew they had to be 
the next to score to get a foot back in 
the finaland Patricia Garcia produced 
the goods. Exeter wona penalty and 
the fly-half tapped and went. The 
Spanish international, who retired 
after the match, scored a beautiful 
one-handed finish. 

Saracens’ game management 
came into play 10 minutes from half- 
time as they opted to kick a penalty 
and Kelter scored three more points. 
The women in black started to turn 
the screw as Packer scored her sec- 


ond and 17th try of they season to 
send Saracens 24-7 up at the break. 
The London club did not waste any 
time coming out in the second half 
as stunning offloads gave Macken- 
zie Carson the opportunity to score 
a minute into the second 40. 

With Exeter’s dream of a maiden 
title slipping away from them, they 
threw everything in an attempt to get 
atry. Hope Rogers powered over but 
Saracens defence stood firm again to 
hold her up. But Exeter can never be 
counted out and scored a team try. 
Garcia almost got a brace but she 
decided to pass to Jennine Detiveaux, 
who crashed over. 

Packer and Kelter blistered 
towards the line and, after attempts 
toscore by Botterman and Cleall, the 
ball was fizzed to Lotte Clapp who 
looked certain to - but she could not 
control the ball. Saracens maintained 
possession and their charge for the 
line. Referee Harry Walbaum went to 
the TMO as Campbell then appeared 
to have scored. There was nothing 
clear to overturn the onfield decision 
and the try was given. 

Garcia was replaced by Megan Fos- 
ter and the legend of the game shed 
some tears as she bowed to fans in her 
last game of rugby. She watched on 
as Saracens began to run away with 
the game. Alysha Corrigan was fed 
the ball in the 22 and powered over 
for a superb individual effort. Kelter 
failed to add the extras as she took 
too long to take the kick. 

Exeter had a consolation try as 
Ebony Jeffries dotted down off the 
back of a driving maul. Their final 
appearance made history as they 
became the first club to make it other 
than Saracens or Harlequins, but in 
the end it remained a familiar story 
with Saracens dominating once more. 


Saracens > Exeter 


McKenna; Corrigan : Doidge; Sinclair, 
(Vaughan-Fowler 77), : Kobayashi, Cantorna 
Wardle (Casey 67), 2 (McGillivray 67) 


Kelter, Clapp; Aitchison, : Detiveaux; Garcia 
Wyrwas (Goddard77); : (Foster 62) Robinson 
Botterman (Rose 76) : (Bradley 67); Tuttosi 
Campbell (K Evans 76), : (Senft 64), Menin 
Clifford (Ellis 52) : (Roberts 73), Fryday 
McIntosh, Cleall : (Hunt 47), Van der Velden 
(Green 76), Carson : (Jeffries 47), Leitch, 

(G Evans 67), > Johnson (Nielson 64), 
Fleetwood, Packer + Zackary 

Tries Packer 2, : Tries Garcia, Detiveaux, 
Fleetwood, Carson, : Jeferies Con Cantona 3 
Campbell, Corrigan 

Con Kelter 5 Pen Kelter 


Referee Harry Walbaum Attendance 3,238 
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Rugby union Gallagher Premiership 


High-profile 
exits highlight 
Premiership 
spending limits 


With the lack of relegation 
removing jeopardy from the 
final league round, the focus 
is onrise of A-list departures 


Gerard Meagher 


tis now 10 years since 

Newcastle travelled to Wasps, 

needing to win by 24 points 

to leapfrog their opponents at 

the foot of the table and avoid 

relegation on the final day of 
the season. Ultimately, the Falcons 
edged a four-point win, going down 
to the Championship swinging 
while Wasps narrowly avoided 
falling into the abyss. It was nota 
classic but for tension you couldn’t 
beat it and it is worth noting it was 
one of the rare occasions when 
Wasps attracted a capacity crowd in 
High Wycombe. 

A decade on anda cursory glance 
at both the table and the fixture list 
suggests that Worcester’s home 
match against Bath today should 
be similarly dramatic. All roads 
really should be leading to Sixways 
but with relegation on pause 
until at least the summer of 2024, 
Worcester and Bath will play outa 
dead rubber. The sense of apathy 
is palpable and not just because 
Bath have recently been giving 
the impression they have already 
clocked off for the summer. 

Premiership Rugby this week 
reaffirmed the commitment toa 
return of relegation in two years’ 
time - or rather reminded us that is 
what the agreement says, because 
given the stringent criteria for 
promotion, given the security it 
offers Premiership clubs, it cannot 
be taken as read. The Premiership 
Rugby chief executive, Simon 
Massie-Taylor, also argued that the 
absence of relegation has not had 


ae ee ed 

How they stand 
PW DOL FA’ B Pts 

LeicesterQ 23 19 O 4 706 442 14 90 
SaracensQ 23 17 1 5 762 455 17 87 
HarlequinsQ 23 15 0 8 609 507 19 79 
Northampton 23 13 O 10 699 613 18 70 
Gloucester 23 12 +1 10 631 518 18 68 
Sale 23 11 3 9 517 476 13 65 
Exeter 23 12 +O 11 537 496 16 64 
Londontirish 24 9 5 10 660 666 17 63 
Wasps 23 11 +41 11 604 580 14 60 
Bristol 23 8 O 15 554 676 16 48 
Newcastle 23 6 1 16 410 595 7 33 
Bath 23 5 1 17 #434 720 9 33 
Worcester 23 5 1 17 408 787 8 30 
Today’s final fixtures (all 3pm) 
Exeter v Harlequins 
Gloucester v Saracens BT Sport 3 
Northampton v Newcastle BT Sport 1 
Leicester v Wasps 
Sale v Bristol 
Worcester v Bath 


a material impact on audiences 
and that it isa necessary evil after 
the financial hardship brought 

on by the pandemic, when clubs 
were losing millions of pounds and 
pushed to the brink of bankruptcy. 
Still, we approach the final day of 
the regular campaign with little on 
the line. Fourth place is yet to be 
decided but Northampton are hot 
favourites to clinch the victory they 
need against Newcastle. Saracens’ 
team selection against Gloucester 
- the other side in contention for 
fourth - only serves to emphasise 
the feeling that we are killing time 
until the playoffs begin. 

Instead, it is a final day most 
notable for the number of farewells 
because the amount of players 
without contracts for next season 
has significantly increased and 
the number of high-profile players 
seeking bigger contracts overseas 
is also on the up. Faf de Klerk, Lood 
de Jager, Taulupe Faletau and 
Malakai Fekitoa to name but a few 
are all departing this summer - the 
latter two to the URC where clubs 
boast more spending power than 
those in the Premiership with the 
salary cap coming down and the 
marquee player allowance cut from 
two to one. 

Of the players without clubs 
for next season, Massie-Taylor 
suggests that rather than the 
middling pros being squeezed 
out it is actually those closer to 
international recognition, who 
would command higher salaries 
feeling the pinch. That in itselfis 
aconcern given they ought to be 
sought after with England players 
set to miss around 50% of their 
clubs’ league matches next season 
but it is saying something when 
someone like Simon Hammersley, 
only recently turned 29 and 
running out for England against 
the Barbarians three years ago, is 
calling time on his career to pursue 
other interests away from rugby. 
“People talk about the squeezed 
middle but I think it’s actually more 
towards the upper end where some 
players’ contracts aren’t renewing,” 
says Massie-Taylor. “Clearly it’s a 
really tough period in anyone’s life 
when their career ends. But it’s so 
important that future salary caps 
are linked to future earnings.” 

If that all serves to paint a 
bleak picture of the Premiership, 
however, in many ways the league 
is thriving. Viewing figures are 
significantly up, tries and points 
scored are soaring and thereisa 
level of competition that other 
leagues would kill for. Who would 
have foreseen Bristol’s demise 
at the start of the season? Or 


Leaving the Premiership 
this summer (from top 
left to right): Simon 
Hammersley, Faf de 
Klerk, Malakai Fekitoa, 
Taulupe Faletau and 
Lood de Jager 
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predicted that London Irish would 
be involved in five thrilling draws? 
Whether that is a consequence 

of the absence of relegation, or 

of the tweaks to the law book, 

or both, remains to be seen but 
there can be little doubting that 
the on-field product is improving. 
And for all that the A-list overseas 
players are drying up, anecdotal 
evidence suggests supporters 

are just as happy watching 
homegrown players bursting on 

to the scene. The last few weeks 
have been interrupted by European 
weekends with little or no English 
involvement but next weekend will 
see two semi-finals in which the 
winners are genuinely hard to pick 
before a showpiece final seeking to 
emulate last season’s remarkable 
match between Harlequins and 
Exeter. 

Still, though, there is the sense 
that so much more could be done 
to break the glass ceiling that the 
Premiership finds itself under. 

The NFLis so often held up as the 
model to follow and in terms of fan 
engagement and innovation that is 
certainly something to aspire to but 
the key difference is that there is 

no international game in American 
football and how the Premiership 
will always have to coexist with the 
national teams’ interests. 

Massie-Taylor talks of gradual 
improvements - he does not 


There is a sense so 
much more could 

be done to break 

the glass ceiling the 
Premiership’s under 


expect any “Big Bang” moment 
where the global calendar aligns 
or where crossovers between 
club and international fixtures 
are eliminated but rather slow 
and steady progress. “Some 
mountains you can’t move,” as 
Massie-Taylor puts it but soon 
to be occupying a lot of his time 
is the new Professional Game 
Agreement between the clubs and 
the Rugby Football Union that 
governs funding, player release, 
the promotion and relegation 
mechanism and pretty much 
everything to do with the club- 
country relationship. 

His role is fascinating because, 
having previously been the RFU’s 
chief commercial and marketing 
officer he has seen both sides of the 
fence. He went to the Premiership 
with the RFU’s blessing but he 
will have a unique insight when 
sitting down to negotiate a deal 


| with the union’s chief executive Bill 


Sweeney, who in March lamented 
the existing structure. “There are 
two things that need to be solved,” 
says Massie-Taylor. “One of them 
is the fact that England are not 
performing as well as they want to, 
the other is that the club system 
isn’t sustainable yet and they are 
of mutual interest.” Sounds simple 
but others have been trying with 
limited success ever since the 
game went open in the mid-90s. 
Promises of genuine, tangible 
progress give rise to optimism but it 
will have to be seen to be believed. 
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Sport 
Tennis French Open 


Nadal through to final after 
Zverev is forced to retire 


13-times French Open winner 
advances after opponent 
is taken offin a wheelchair 


Tumaini Carayol 
Roland Garros 


Rafael Nadal is a French Open final- 
ist for the 14th time in his career asa 
dramatic, lengthy and messy semi- 
final ended with Alexander Zverev 
being forced to retire in the second 
set after badly twisting his ankle 
while chasing a ball and being taken 
off the court in a wheelchair. After 
competing for over three hours yet 
not even managing to complete two 
sets, Nadal won 7-6 (8), 6-6 ret. to 
advance to the final. 

Nadal, who turned 36 yesterday, 
will now play for a record-extend- 
ing 14th French Open title and 22nd 
major title, his French Open win-loss 
record is now 111-3 (97%). After his 
triumph at the Australian Open, he 


will attempt to win the first two major 
tournaments of the year and move 
halfway to the grand slam. 

“Very tough, no?” said Nadalafter 
Zverev’s retirement. “And very sad 
for him, honestly, he was playing an 
unbelievable tournament. He’s avery 
good colleague on the tour. I know 
how much he’s fighting to wina grand 
slam but for the moment he was very 
unlucky. 

“The only thing I’m sure of is that 
heis going to win not one, much more 
than one, so I wish him all the very 
best.” 

As rain fell around Paris and the 
new Roland Garros roof was used for 
the first match of real consequence 
this year, the indoor conditions were 
advantageous for Zverev, removing 
the elements from the equation. 

With the humidity under the roof, 
Nadal was sweating profusely by 
the second game and while Zverev 
stepped inside the baseline and effec- 
tively hit through the conditions, 
Nadal’s topspin was blunted and he 


struggled to impose himself on his 
opponent. 

It began with an almighty 92 min- 
ute opening set, the length ofawhole 
football match, which produced both 
moments of greatness and horrors 
alike. For much of the first set, Zverev 
was on fire. He started the match 
serving almost perfectly, crashing 
down first serves while landing well 
over 80% of them demolishing the 
ball from inside the baseline as Nadal 
was reduced to a spectator. 

As the eighth game began and 
the stakes rose, though, his familiar 


‘Iknowhowmuch 
he's fighting to win 


agrand slamand 
he's very unlucky’ 


Rafael Nadal 
French Open finalist 


struggles with his second serve and 
forehand surfaced. 

He lost his serve but then 
rebounded to lead 6-2in the tiebreak. 
Against almost anyone else the set 
would have been over, but instead 
Nadal saved all four set points. After 
Zverev badly missed an easy volley at 
3-6, Nadal pulled off an outrageous 
angled forehand passing shot win- 
ner on the following point. Even as 
Nadal continued to struggle with 
his game, he rose to rob the set from 
Zverev with a thunderous forehand 
down-the-line passing shot winner. 

Nadal broke serve at the beginning 
ofthe second set, suddenly on top of 
the baseline himself. But as in his five- 
set fourth round match against Felix 
Auger-Aliassime, when he spurned 
the momentum while leading by two 
sets to one, he threw inaseries of dire 
service games. What followed was 
a messy, low-quality set that was at 
times hard to watch. 

The Spaniard struggled from the 
baseline, relying heavily on his drop 
shot and Zverev twice double faulted 
on break points, including three dou- 
ble faults in a game while serving at 
5-3. By 5-4 to Zverev, eight of the first 
nine games of set two had been ser- 
vice breaks. 

As the pair were heading for a tie- 
break and Nadal attacked at game 
point on his serve, Zverev chased 
down a forehand and badly twisted 


Zverev 
down 
and out 
in Paris 


Alexander 
Zverev 
receives 
attention 

on court after 
his injury at 
the end of the 
second set 


YVES HERMAN/ 
REUTERS 


Murray into Surbiton semi 


Andy Murray defeated Brandon 
Nakashima in straight sets to book 
asemi-final spot at Surbiton. The 
three-time Grand Slam winner 
dispatched the 20-year-old 
American 6-4, 7-6 (1), to extend 
his unblemished record at the 
Surbiton Trophy. Murray eased 
past Nakashima with precious 
few concerns, with the 35-year- 
old inching ever closer to a first 
singles title on grass in six years. 
“The conditions were tricky, it 
was a bit blustery,” said Murray on 
court straight after victory. “There 
was some old-school grass-court 
tennis out here. I enjoy it here, but 
it is different to Wimbledon and 
Queen’s, in terms of the way the 
court plays. It’s a lot quicker here 
and there’s not many opportunities 
to break serve. I had to stay strong 
at the end of the second set.” 
Murray has opted to feature at 
Surbiton in order to sharpen up his 
grass court game ahead of another 
assault at Wimbledon. The Scot’s 
injury battles of the last few years 
continue to take a toll, but he has 
had few concerns in dismissing 
Nakashima, to add to victories over 
Gijs Brouwer and Jurij Rodionov 
in Surrey this week. PA Media 


Saturday 4 June 2022 The Guardian 


AA Zverev is supported on court 


after his fall 


A Nadal embraces Zverev after 
the match was conceded 


WNadal will now aim for a 22nd 
grand slam title in tomorrow’s final 


hisright ankle. He immediately began 
screaming out in agony and he was 
promptly escorted out of the court 
ona wheelchair, arare sequence that 
immediately underlined the severity 
of his injury. After a short time, and 
as Nadal also went off court, Zverev 
returned to the court on crutches and 
saluted the crowd while his retire- 
ment was confirmed. 

Despite reaching the final, Nadal 
will not be satisfied with his game 
after keeping himself ahead solely on 
his endless fighting spirit and clutch 
play. However, in his on-court inter- 
view, a solemn Nadal made it clear 
that his performance was not impor- 
tant in that moment. 

“It has been a super tough match, 
over three hours and we even didn’t 
finish the second set,” he said. “So 
it’s one of the biggest challenges on 
the tour today when he’s playing at 
this super high level when to play 
against him.” 

He continued: “Difficult to say alot 
of things today in this situation. Of 
course, for me, as everybody knows, 
to be in the final of Roland Garros 
one more time is a dream, without 
a doubt. 

“But at the same time, to finish 
that way ... [have been there in the 
small room with Sascha before we 
came back on court. To see him cry- 
ing there, it’s a very tough moment 
so all the best to him.” 


Swiatek carries 
srowing burden 
of success lightly 


Remarkable winning streak 
increases pressure but victory 
over Coco Gauff today could 
herald an era of dominance 


n the last notable tournament 

before the French Open Iga 

Swiatek won her fifth title in 

succession. It was a result, at 

the Italian Open, expected 

by all but even so, as Ons 
Jabeur’s final backhand struck the 
net, Swiatek fell to her knees and 
sobbed into the clay. 

The tears from Swiatek were 
no dramatic expression of her 
joy but rather the instant release 
of nerves, of tension, of being 
reminded a dozen times each day 
of her winning streak, all on top of 
her own lofty expectations. If that 
is what it took out of her to win the 
Italian Open, it is hard to imagine 
the effort it has taken to remain 
composed for six matches under 
grand slam pressure and move to 
the French Open final again. 

Swiatek’s 34-match winning 
streak is remarkable in itself, 
the joint second-highest of the 
21st century alongside Serena 
Williams and one behind Venus 
Williams’s count of 35 in 2000. 
While the others faced more 
difficult rivals, the circumstances 
are particularly awkward given its 
timing. Arriving at the French Open 
with all her 28 wins coming at WTA 
tournaments seemed like such an 
extra burden that some believed a 
defeeat in Rome might have helped 
her manage the pressure. 

As she has navigated the 
draw, Swiatek has handled the 
occasion in different ways. She 
has talked about the value of 
maintaining low expectations, 
taking things day by day, even 
though her ambitions make it 
so difficult. She has been frank 
about the possible outcomes here, 
including the fact that losing is an 
option that should be prepared for, 
one that would not bea tragedy. 

Essentially she has kept 
herself honest, and the result is 
that she has played her best tennis 
of the tournament deep into the 
event, arming herself with an 
exceptional opportunity to set 
down a historic marker in the final. 
At 21, itis clear that her second 
French Open title after her breakout 
win in 2020 could herald an era of 
dominance in Paris. 

Under most other circumstances 
the main story of this final would 
be Coco Gauff. She was widely 
hyped as a prodigy throughout 
her childhood, then she broke 
out to international stardom at 
Wimbledon in 2019, the hype 


deafening. Even then, there were 


no guarantees of her future success. 


It is deeply impressive that, as the 
youngest grand slam finalist since 
2004, she is still taking these steps 
at such a young age. 

Gauff has enjoyed a clearly 
favourable draw. Her highest- 
ranked opponent is the No 31 seed 
Elise Mertens, but she has dealt 
with it brilliantly and without 
dropping a set. Yesterday she also 
reached the doubles final alongside 
Jessica Pegula. As the world No 10 
in doubles compared with No 23 
in singles, and in her second final, 
she is technically a more successful 
doubles player. 

But the most important aspect 
of her run has been the growth 
she has demonstrated after three 
years on the tour. Gauff has talked 
about how her perspective has 
shifted and now she understands 
that winning or losing tennis 


matches is not the end of the world. 


Her more relaxed outlook has 
clearly been liberating. 

Gauffis in the process of 
moulding an accomplished game 
and she has numerous abilities to 
put forward against Swiatek, who 
leads the head-to-head 2-0. She 
possesses a huge and increasingly 
precise first serve, a top-quality 
backhand, some of the best defence 
in the game and the ability to play 
with variety off both sides. Her 
game is still a work in progress, 
though, particularly her hitchy 
forehand that Swiatek will batter 
with her own. If Swiatek manages 
her nerves, Gauff will have to play 
at a level she has not yet reached 
just to compete, but she has at least 
given herself the best chance of 
doing so. 

More than anything, though, 
this will be a final played in great 
spirits with the belief that there 
are many more such duels to 
come. Four years ago Gauff reached 
the 2018 French Open junior final 
and then watched as Swiatek lost 
from match point up in the semi- 


If Swiatek manages 
her nerves, Gauff will 
have to play at a level 
she has not reached 
just to compete 


Head to head 


Iga Swiatek 


Coco Gauff 


Wins over Gauff : Wins over Swiatek 


: Seeded 18 


Seeded 1 

World ranking 1 : World ranking 23 
Age 21 : Age18 

Born Warsaw : Born Atlanta 
FrenchOpenbest : French Open best 
Winner 2020 : Today’s final, then 


: 2021 quarter-finals 


final to her doubles partner, Caty 
McNally. Gauff won the title that 
year and a few weeks later Swiatek 
won the junior singles title at 
Wimbledon. 

“1 don’t know her well-well 
but Ihave known her since she 
was probably ranked lower, and 
now that she’s No1I would say that, 
nothing has really changed other 
than her tennis,” said Gauff. “But 
behind the scenes she’s as nice as 
I think you guys see in the press 
conferences. I think that’s really 
important and rare to see, sol 
definitely congratulate her on that 
aspect.” 


Iga Swiatek and 
Coco Gauff knew 
one another as 
junior champions 
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Sport 


Racing Cazoo Derby Festival 


Desert Crown has 
chance to reign 
supreme for Stoute 


The veteran trainer's first 
Derby winner Shergar was 
the most famous... today he 
looks fora sixth Epsom win 


Greg Wood 


hergar, Shahrastani and 
three more Derby winners 
have passed through Sir 
Michael Stoute’s stable 
over the last 50 years, as 
wellas the winners of 
more than 100 Group One races. 
But he takes scarcely amoment 
to consider the options when 
asked to name his most memorable 
success. “Blue Cashmere in the 
[1973] Ayr Gold Cup,” he said at 
his Newmarket stable last week. 
“He paid some bills.” 

Itis atypically Stoutian 
response, one that would be 
familiar to any reporter on the 
racing beat over the past five 
decades. As would his standard 
reaction to a group of journalists 
pointing microphones in his 
direction, which is akin to the way 
Bear Grylls might treat an angry 
rattlesnake: edge backwards ever- 
so-slowly for a minute or two, and 
then make arun for it. 

But then he is, after all, the 
sport’s greatest survivor, a fixed 
point on Newmarket’s Bury Road 
since the early 1970s as the careers 
of dozens of trainers in Flat racing’s 
capital city have waxed and waned. 
Punters who turned 18 and placed 
their first legal bets in 1972, when 
Stoute scraped together enough 
horses to take out a trainer’s 


licence, are now pensioners. And 
since his first Classic success, when 
Fair Salinia took the Oaks in 1978, 
just seven seasons have passed 
without at least one win for the 
stable in one of the handful of races 
with Group One status. 

Victory for Stoute’s colt Desert 
Crown, the favourite, in the Cazoo 
Derby at Epsom today, would 
extend that record for another 
season. His fifth Derby victory 
would also arrive 41 years after 
the first, with Shergar in 1981, and 
eclipse the achievement of Mathew 
Dawson, one of the greatest 
trainers of the 19th century, who 
saddled Derby winners 35 years 
apart in 1860 and 1895. 

Dawson was 75 years old when 
Sir Visto won in 1895. Stoute will 
be 77 in October, but retains all 
the enthusiasm of the horse- 
mad teenager who left home 
in Barbados, where his father 
was chief of police, in 1964 and 
found ajob at Pat Rohan’s stable 
in Yorkshire. “Fortunately, it was 
August,” he says, “but that first 
winter was tough.” 

He moved to Newmarket three 
years later, and after another four 
years of determined networking 
around town, reached what was 
then the 12-horse minimum fora 
British trainer’s licence. 

“Alphadamus won the 
[1973] Stewards’ Cup in my 
second season,” he says, 

“then Blue Cashmere won the 
Northumberland Sprint Trophy 
and the Ayr Gold Cup, and the 
Trafalgar Handicap at Ascot 

the week after the Ayr Gold Cup. 
Those were the two that got me 
moving a bit. Thank God I hit the 


Tfyouwin Sa 
theDante, _ 
you don't 
haveto, (x 
improve 

very much 

to win the 
Derby’ 


VY Michael Stoute with 
Desert Crown after victory 
in the Dante at York 

STEVE DAVIES/RACINGFOTOS.COM 
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ground running, as you can get 
buried quickly.” 

Stoute’s first, and most famous, 
Derby winner Shergar arrived in 
the yard as a yearling late in 1979. 
Having set what remains the 
record winning distance for the 
Epsom Classic with a10-length 
annihilation of 17 opponents, he 
won the Irish Derby and the King 
George VI & Queen Elizabeth Stakes 


at Ascot before finishing fourth on 
his final outing in the St Leger, a 
race that Stoute still regrets running 
him in. Shergar’s romp through 

the summer of 81 set Stoute on the 
way to the first of his 10 trainers’ 
championships, joint second in the 
all-time list alongside the late Sir 
Henry Cecil, his perennial rival for 
the title in the 80s and early 90s. 

Shergar once ended up outside 
Cecil’s Warren Place stable after 
dumping his work rider and bolting 
on the gallops a fortnight after his 
Derby win. “We used to go into 
Moulton and up the hill to Warren 
Place and on his own, that was the 
route he went,” Stoute says. “He 
stopped and was picking one of the 
hedges outside of Warren Place so 
he obviously wanted to goin.” 

Shergar, he recalls, was “a 
machine, bombproof and hada 
wonderful temperament,” but 
“Henry did a better job with 
Frankel than I did with Shergar 
as I shouldn’t have run him in 
the St Leger.” 

At this stage of his career, 

Desert Crown may have more in 
common with Workforce, Stoute’s 
fifth and most recent Derby winner 
in 2010, as he will arrive at Epsom 
with just two runs in the book and 
made his most recent start in the 
Dante Stakes at York. 

“T would have liked to have 
two or even three two-year-old 
races and two this year,” Stoute 
says, “but this fellow has a very 
good mind and he’s very relaxed. 
You couldn’t fault the Dante 
performance [and] if you win the 
Dante, you don’t have to improve 
very much to win the Derby.” 

Stoute bats away all inquiries of 
the “what will it mean to you if you 
win?” variety, but concedes that 
the emergence of Desert Crown has 
been a big boost to the stable, above 
all after the death of his long-term 
partner, Coral Pritchard-Gordon, in 
September 2020. 

“I miss her greatly and she was a 
great contributor,” he says. “Coral is 
greatly missed by many. 

“All good horses are important 
and it is nice to have them and it 
has given the yard a great lift.” 


Tuesday enjoys 
a great Friday 
as Dettori slips 
ona bad day 


Greg Wood 
Epsom 


Tuesday edged out Emily Upjohn, the 
favourite, in a head-bobbing finish 
to the Oaks here, after a compelling 
Classicin which the first stride proved 
tobeas significant as the last. Frankie 
Dettori, on Emily Upjohn, slipped 
leaving the stalls and found him- 
self last after a furlong, and while 
he passed nine opponents over the 
next two and a half minutes, Emily 
Upjohn was still a short head behind 
Tuesday at the line. 

It was not only the lost ground 
at the start which counted against 


Dettorias he was, afterall, back within 
alength of Tuesday and Ryan Moore 
as they came down the hill. Moore 
was able to take a more direct route 
to the finish from his position on the 
rail and pick the perfect moment to 
kick for home. Dettori was forced to 
come wider, around several oppo- 
nents, allowing his rival to carve out 
(just) enough to hold on. 

“She lost her footing completely, 
the front and the back, and the race 
was gone then,” Dettori said after- 
wards. “I’m way too far back behind 
alot of bad horses. 

“Ryan had the privilege to have 
the rail, he knew that the field would 
open up on the inside. I didn’t, Ihad 
to go round them and - bless her - 
she took me there in great style, but 


‘She lost her footing 
frontand back, and 


therace was gone’ 


Frankie Dettori 


the damage was done. She was avery 
unlucky loser. 

“It’s ashame because she didn’t 
get beat fair and square. I1 don’t mind 
when you get beat, but bad circum- 
stances got us beat.” Despite the 
favourite’s misfortune, Tuesday - a 
late foal who was winning a Classic 
on her birthday - deserves huge credit 
for her courage in battling all the way 
to the line. 

A full-sister to Minding, who took 
the Oaks six years ago, she was also 
Aidan O’Brien’s 41st British Classic 
winner, giving her trainer possession 
of a record he had shared with John 
Scott, who was active in the first half 
of the 19th century, since Snowfall’s 
runaway Oaks success last year. 

“She wasrunning in Classics before 
she was three and she was only three 
today,” O’Brien said. “It just goes to 
show what ability she has and what 
kind of filly she is. She is maturing all 
the time and she is a total baby and 
Ryan said she rode kind of babyish 
as well. That is a great thing to hear 
when they win arace like that. 

“She’s 100% homebred and Ryan 


A Tuesday (top) holds off. Emily Upjohn to win the Oaks at Epsom 


JOHN WALTON/PA WIRE 


gave her a brilliant ride and the guys 
at home have done a brilliant job with 
her. There’s so many people involved 
and I’m so grateful.” 

Hollie Doyle, who was looking to 
become the first female jockey to win 
a British Classic, was well positioned 
on Nashwa, the second-favourite, but 


could only take third place, three 
and a quarter lengths behind Emily 
Upjohn. 

“Tappreciate that it’s the best plac- 
ing ever by a female rider ina Classic, 
butit doesn’t make a lot of difference 
tome,” Doyle said. “IfI could ever win 
one, though, it would be amazing.” 
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Piz Badile 
and Dettori 
offer best 
value on 
Derby day 


Greg Wood 
Guide to TV races 


There is a familiar shape to the bet- 
ting for today’s Derby at Epsom, 
with the most impressive of the 
recent trial winners - Desert Crown 
and Stone Age - heading the market 
against an extended list of lightly 
raced opponents with significant 
scope for improvement on their 
form to date. 

It was much the same story 
in each of the last four seasons, 
in fact, and all four favourites - 
Bolshoi Ballet (11-8), Kameko (5-2), 
Sir Dragonet (11-4) and Saxon War- 


ae a ese a asl 
Greg Wood's tips 


Doncaster 1.21 Harry's Ridge 1.56 Ti Amo Sempre 
2.31 Red Derek 3.06 The Gadget Man 3.41 Adjourn 
4.16 Abu Malek 4.51 Thesis 5.21 Gatecrasher Girl 
Worcester 1.10 Royal Ruby 1.45 Coral 2.20 
Byzantine Empire 2.55 Uncle Arthur 3.30 Shentri 
4.05 Dreamweaver 4.45 Brianna Rose 

Hexham 1.30 Bird On The Wire 2.05 Cool Country 
2.40 Inferno Sacree 3.15 Charle Brune 3.50 Stoney Mountain 
4.20 Free Chakarte 4.55 Motown Lake 5.25 Cash Again 
Musselburgh 1.36 Hostelry 2.11 Explicit 2.46 Aasser 
3.21 Modular Magic 4.01 Sixcor 4.41 Martin's Brig 
5.11 Bollin Neil 

Epsom 2.00 Mr Big Stuff 2.35 Mrs Fitzherbert 3.10 
Modern News 3.45 Mid Winster (nap) 4.30 Piz Badile (nb) 
5.15 Boss Power 5.50 Commanche Falls 

Chepstow 5.30 Fossos 6.05 Hope Probe 6.35 

Union Court 7.05 Flatley 7.35 Chancery Lane 

8.05 Hashtagmetoo 8.35 Ascot Day 

Lingfield 5.40 Arpina 6.15 Four Feet 

6.45 Ikkari 7.15 Pending Appeal 7.45 Eikonix 

8.15 Tequilamockingbird 8.45 Smokey Malone 


Sport 
Racing 


rior (4-5) - failed even to reach the 
first three. 

Most punters, though, have short 
memories, and many will look no 
further than Desert Crown, the 
convincing winner of last month’s 
Dante Stakes, for a bet in today’s 
Classic. Sir Michael Stoute’s colt is 
priced up at around 15-8 overnight, 
has the strongest recent form and 
should progress from his trial suc- 
cess on only his second trip toa 
racecourse. 

His odds, though, suggest 
roughly a one-in-three chance of 
victory, which is simply too short 
when today’s field is packed with 
credible winners. Nor is Desert 
Crown certain to find more for the 
step up in trip, while he showed 
understandable signs of his inex- 
perience in the closing stages at 
York. Whether he is quite ready to 
face 16 opponents in the cauldron 
of Epsom on Derby day remains to 
be seen. 

Like most Derbies this one is 
probably alot more open than 
the betting might suggest. While 
Changingoftheguard’s proven 
stamina makes him a tempting 
alternative to the favourite, Piz 
Badile (4.30) could prove to be the 
pick of the prices at around 10-1. 

Donnacha O’Brien’s colt is not 
guaranteed to get home but showed 
plenty of grit to battle back into 
the lead in the Ballysax Stakes over 
10 furlongs in April having been 
headed inside the final furlong. 

That form was franked when the 
runner-up went in next time, and 
like Harzand in 2016, Piz Badile 
arrives at Epsom straight from that 
trial at Leopardstown. 

It is interesting too that Frankie 
Dettori, who would have had 
second pick from the Aidan O’Brien 
team, agreed to take the ride in 
mid-May. As Epsom honours Lester 
Piggott, the greatest Derby jockey 
of them all, this afternoon, a third 
win may beckon for his successor as 
the punters’ favourite. 


430pm ITV 


Group 1, Class 1, 1m 4f £909,628 


Today's big race 
The Derby 
1 Shapgingettheauard (16)@ 88 
452-11 (31,D) 
Westerberg i . -— (Ire) 
sige tte dn cctousensaate Whordan 
2 Desert Crown (12) 3) 90 
1-1 (23) 39-0 
Saeed Suhail M Stoute 
adutadiniauiteahee ria sneanetite RKingscote 3 
3 El Habeeb (14) @ 76 
5 (21) 39-0 AA : 
K Abdulrahim S Moore : 
Ue Midoaiies atevccipetagee JEgan 2 : 
ay Daze (10) () 83 
630-12 39-0 
ae Gold A Oliver : 
R Whelan aN : 


C Fellowes 


) 39-0 : 
eds attain Dtudhope = WN 


:16 Westover (2) 


6 Hoo Ya Mal (3) ) 82 
312-32 (36) 39-0 
AAShaikh A Balding : 
D Probert : 
Masakela (8) @ 84 
5214-2 (51,BF) 39-0 
M &J Mariscotti A Balding 7=\ : 
J Watson : 
8 Nahanni (6) @ 85 
2111 (46,C,D) 39-0 
Godolophin C Appleby 
A Kirby 
Nations Pride (5) @ 87 
211-11 (36) 39-0 
Godolphin C Appleby 
W Buick 
10 Piz Badile (7) OQ 86 
12-1 (63) 39-0 
Flaxman D O’Brien (Ire) 
F Dettori 


85 


:11 Royal Patronage (1) @ 


118-82 (23,BF,C) 39-0 
Highclere C&M Johnston 
J Hart 


:12 Sonny Liston (13) 
: (30) 39-0 


Chelsea Th’breds CHills 
T Marquand 


:13 Star Of India (15) 

(30) 39-0 

Tabor/Smith A O’Brien (Ire) 
J Heffernan 


:14 Stone Age (4) 
(27) 39-0 
Brant/Magnier A O’Brien (Ire) 
:15 Walk Of Stars (9) 
(28,BF) 39-0 

Godolphin C Appleby 


:122-1— (43) 
: Juddmonte 


39-0 
R Beckett 
R Hornby 


ay) West Wind Blows (11) 
i 1-1 (29) 39-0 


S &E Crisford 
J Mitchell 


Aal-Mansoori 
Betting 7-4 Desert Crown, 4-1 Stone Age, 
: 7-1 Nations Pride, 8-1 


: Changingoftheguard, 9-1 Piz Badile, 

: 14-1 Star Of India, 16-1 Walk Of Stars, 
: 20-1 Nahanni, Westover, 25-1 Royal 

: Patronage, 33-1 West Wind Blows, 

: 40-1 Sonny Liston, 66-1 Masekela, 

: 100-1 Glory Daze, Grand Alliance, 

: 150-1 Hoo Ya Mal, 200-1 El Habeeb 


Epsom 2.00 Mr Big Stuff had no 
luck at allin running at Newbury 
last month but still finished within 
three and a half lengths of the 
winner ina strongly-run race. Rain 
would not be an issue for Richard 
Spencer’s colt and this is a big 
chance to gain compensation. 
Epsom 2.35 It did not look good 

for Mrs Fitzherbert when she was 
stuck in a typical Goodwood pocket 
last time out but she found an 
impressive turn of foot to run down 
Bashkirova and can confirm that 
form here. 

Epsom 3.10 Modern News has 
progressed with every run this 


season and his four-and-a-quarter- 


length success at Windsor last 
month was another career-best. 
Mutasaabegq is a useful opponent 
but Charlie Appleby’s gelding 
should take this step up to Group 
Three company in his stride. 
Epsom 3.45 A full field fora 
typically competitive “Dash”, 
which has had just one winning 
favourite in the last 18 years. 
Among the big prices, Mid 
Winster is interesting at around 
20-1, following a career-best 
performance to win at Catterick 
a week ago. The time of that race 
was strong and Paul Midgley, her 
trainer, won this with Tanasogq four 
years ago. 


Football 


UEFA NATIONS LEAGUE 
League C: Group three 


Kazakhstan (0)2 Azerbaijan 
Aymbetov 50 57 
League D: Group one 
Latvia (1)3 Andorra (0)0 
Uldrikis 9 77 
Ikaunieks 85pen 
UEFA EUROPEAN U21 CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFYING 
Group three: Northern Ireland 0 Spain 6 
Group seven: Czech Republic 1 England 2 
Cricket 
VITALITY T20 BLAST 
North group 

P W LT NR RR Pts 
Lancashire 4 3 0 1 0 145 7 
Warwickshire 5 3 2 0 0 149 6 
Northamptonshire 4 2 1 0 1 -0.93 5 
Derbyshire 4 2 2 0 0 0.82 4 
Durham 4 2 2 0 0 050 4 
Leicestershire 5 2 3 0 O -1.30 4 
Yorkshire 4 1 2 1 +O -0.25 3 
Nottinghamshire 3 1 1 0 1 -2.02 3 
Worcestershire 5 1 4 O O -0.72 2 


New Road Worcestershire 217-5 (BL D’Oliveira 71, 

JA Haynes 53no). Warwickshire 202-8 (SR Hain 45, 

DY Pennington 3-30). Worcestershire beat Warwickshire 
by 15 runs. 


CHARLOTTE EDWARDS CUP 

GroupA z 
P W LT NR RR Pts : 

Southern Vipers 5 S&S @ O OO 1.51 20 : 

Northern Diamonds 5 3 2 O O 0.02 12 : 

Thunder 2 4 O 1 -0.19 8: 

Lightning 6 1 5 O O -107 8: 


Old Trafford Lightning 103 (S Ecclestone 5-15). 
Thunder 104-5 (EL Lamb 42). Thunder beat Lightning 
by five wickets. 


(0)0 : Ger, 3) 7-6 (10-8) 6-6 ret 


: Women's doubles: Semi-finals: C GAUFF & J PEGULA (US, 8) 
> btM Keys and T Townsend (US) 6-4 7-6 (7-4); 

: CGarcia & K Mladenovic (Fr) bt L KICKENOK & J OSTAPENKO 
:  (Ukr/Lat,14) 2-6 6-4 6-2 


: SURBITON TROPHY (London) 


: SECOND WOMEN’S ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 


: Karachi Pakistan 253-2 (Sidra Ameen 123, Muneeba Ali 56) 
: SriLanka 180-9 (Fatima Sana 4-26). Pakistan beat Sri Lanka 
: by 73 runs. 


: Rugby union 


WOMEN’S ALLIANZ PREMIER 15S 


Playoff final: Saracens 43 Exeter 21 


: Tennis 


FRENCH OPEN (Roland Garros) 
Men's singles: Semi-finals: R NADAL (Sp, 5) bt AZVEREV 


Men’s singles: Quarter-finals: D Kudla (US) bt M Purcell 


: (Aus) 6-4 7-6 (7-4); J Thompson (Aus) bt C O'Connell (Aus) 
: 6-2 6-3; A Murray (GB) bt B Nakashima (US) 6-4 7-6 (7-1) 


Men's doubles: Semi-finals: A Nedovyesov & A Qureshi 


: (Kaz/Pak) bt D Sharan & A Sitak (Ind/NZ) 7-5 6-3; 
: J Cash & H Patten (GB) bt A Bellier & B Harris (Swi/GB) 6-3 
: 6-3 


: Golf 


DP WORLD TOUR PORSCHE EUROPEAN OPEN (Germany) : 
: Fixtures 


Leading second round scores (GB/Ire unless stated) 
138 J Smith 70 68. 140 V Perez (Fr) 69 71. 

141 J Brun (Fr) 69 72; J Lagergren (Swe) 67 74; 

N Moller (Den) 74 67. 142 J Guerrier (Fr) 69 73; 

L Haotong (Chn) 67 75. 143 M Armitage (Eng) 70 73; 


: W Besseling (Neth) 68 75; R Hojgaard (Den) 72 71; 


M Kawamura (Jpn) 74 69; A Knappe (Ger) 73 70; 
R Mansell 72 71; T Olesen (Den) 72 71; A Otaegui (Sp) 72 71; 


: J Scrivener (Aus) 70 73; M Siem (Ger) 71 72; 
J Veerman (US) 72 71; J Winther (Den) 75 68 


LET LADIES ITALIAN OPEN (Fubine, Italy) 

Leading second round scores (GB/Ire unless stated) 

136 L Pace (SA) 69 67. 137 R Liti (It) 70 67; C Melgrati (It) 
69 68. 138 C Alexander (SA) 71 67. 139 N Broch Estrup 
(Den) 73 66; A Fanali (It) 70 69; N Iturrious 69 70; 

M MacLaren 69 70; M Metraux (Swi) 67 72. 140 V Elena 


: Carta (It) 70 70; V Gimmy (Ger) 70 70. 141 F Fiorellini (It) 
: 72.69. 142 G Cowley 70 72; R Davies 70 72; T Koivisto (Fin) 
! 7171; L Young 71 71; E Cabrera-Bello (Sp) 74 68. 


US WOMEN’S OPEN (North Carolina) 
Leading first round scores (US unless stated) 
64 M Harigae. 65 | Lindblad (Swe). 67 M Lee (Aus); 


: A Nordqvist (Swe); R O’ Toole. 68 A Ewing; A Thompson. 69 


M Castren (Fin); A Corpuz; M Jutanugarn (Tha); S Kim (Kor); 
J Ko (Kor); B Law (Eng); A Olson; A Park; S Park (Kor); 

M Sagstroem (Swe). 70 P Anannarukarn (Tha); A Doherty; 

H Green (Aus); L Kim; S Koiwai (Jpn); N Korda; A Lee; 

L Maguire (Irl); M Saigo (Jpn); E Ji (Kor) 


USPGA TOUR THE MEMORIAL TOURNAMENT (Ohio) 
Leading first round scores (US unless stated) 

67 MHughes (Can); K Lee (Kor); L List; D Riley; C Smith 
(Aus); C Young. 68 W Clark; D McCarthy; S Theegala; 

W Zalatoris. 69 A Ancer (Mex); K Bradley; C Conners (Can); 
J Dahmen; M Homa; S$ Lowry (Irl); W McGirt; M NeSmith; 
B Steele; J Vegas (Ven). 70 D Berger; L Donald (Eng); 

R Fowler; L Herbert (Aus); B Horschel; S Jae Im (Kor); 

M Kuchar; R Mcllroy (NI); K Mitchell; X Schauffele; A Scott 
(Aus); J Spieth; A Wise 


Basketball 


NBA PLAYOFFS 
Final: Golden State 108 Boston 120 (Boston lead seven-match 
series 1-0) 


Ice hockey 


NHL PLAYOFFS 


Semi-finals: Colorado 4 Edmonton 0 (Colorado lead 
seven-match series 2-0) 


TODAY 
Football (7.45pm unless stated) 
Uefa Nations League 


i A: Group three: Hungary v England (5pm); Italy v Germany 


B: Group one: Armenia v Republic of Ireland (2pm) 
Group three: Finland v Bosnia and Herzegovina (5pm); 
Montenegro v Romania 

C: Group one: Lithuania v Luxembourg (5pm); 
Turkey v Faroe Islands 


Rugby union (3pm unless stated) 

Gallagher Premiership 

Exeter v Harlequins; Gloucester v Saracens; 

Leicester v Wasps; Northampton v Newcastle, 

Sale v Bristol; Worcester v Bath 

United Rugby Championship 

Playoff quarter-finals: Bulls v Sharks (12.45pm); Leinster 
v Glasgow (3.15pm); Stormers v Edinburgh (6pm) 


: Cricket 

: First One-Day international 

: Netherlands v West Indies (10am, Amstelveen); 

: Zimbambwe v Afghanistan (8.15am, Harare) 

> ICC Cricket World Cup League 2 

: USAvUAE, Texas (4.30pm) 

: Vitality T20 Blast 

: Hampshire v Sussex, Rose Bowl (7.05pm) 

> Charlotte Edwards Cup 

! Group B: Central Sparks v Western Storm, New Road (2.30pm); 
! Southern Vipers v Northern Diamonds, Rose Bowl (2.30pm) 
: Rugby league 

: Betfred Super League 

: Castleford v Wigan (2pm); Toulouse v St Helens (5pm) 


: TOMORROW 

: Football (7.45pm unless stated) 

: Fifa World Cup qualifying playoff final 

: Wales v Ukraine (Spm) 

: Uefa Nations League 

: A: Group two: Czech Republic v Spain; Portugal v 

: Switzerland 

: B: Group four: Serbia v Slovenia; Sweden v Norway 

: C: Group two: Cyprus v Northern Ireland (Spm); Kosovo v 
: Greece 

: Group four: Gibraltar v North Macedonia (5pm); Bulgaria v 
: Georgia 

: D: Group two: San Marino v Malta (2pm) 

; Uefa European U21 Championship Qualifying 

: Group nine: Belgium v Scotland (3pm) 

: Vanarama National League Playoffs 

: Final: Solihull Moors v Grimsby (3pm) 


: Cricket (2.30pm unless stated) 

: Vitality T20 Blast 

: Glamorgan v Surrey, Sophia Gardens (2pm); 

> Durham v Northamptonshire, Riverside; Kent v Middlesex, 
= Canterbury; Warwickshire v Nottinghamshire, 

: Edgbaston; Worcestershire v Leicestershire, New Road 
: Charlotte Edwards Cup 

: South East Stars v Sunrisers, Guildford 

: Third Women’s One-Day International 

: Pakistan v Sri Lanka, Karachi (5.30am) 

: Rugby league (3pm unless stated) 

: Betfred Super League 

: Hull KR v Salford; Wakefield v Hull FC 

: Betfred Championship 

: Barrow v Widnes; Batley v Workington; 

: Dewsbury v Whitehaven; Leigh v Halifax; 

> Newcastle v Sheffield; York v London 


Chess 
Carlsen recovers 


in defence of 
Stavanger crown 


Leonard Barden 


Magnus Carlsen recovered from 
a slow start to score a third-round 
win following two lacklustre draws 
this week at Stavanger, the Norway 
tournament which the world cham- 
pion has won onits last three renewals. 

The world No 1’s games are 
screened live and free daily from 4pm 
BST to a global internet audience. 
Draws are immediately replayed as 
Armageddons, where White has 10 
minutes to Black’s seven buta halved 
result on the board counts as a black 
win for the score table. 

That rule cost Carlsen in his second 
round Armageddon against Wesley So, 
as the US grandmaster scored with a 
queen-rook mating attack. Carlsen 
recovered well in Thursday’s third 
round when the No 1 exploited an 
extra pawn to defeat the Azerbaijani, 
Teimour Radjabov. Earlier, Carlsen had 
opted for another bizarre first movein 
the pre-tournament blitz, following 
his use of 1 f2-f3 and 1 h2-h4 in the 
online Chessable Masters. This time it 
was 1a2-a4, knownas the Meadow Hay 
because its originator, Preston Ware, 
wasa farmer whoalso played, as Black, 
the Corn Stalk Defence 1...a7-a5. 

Carlsen needs to win Stavanger 
convincingly to avoid falling behind 
in his quest to achieve a 2900 rating, 
achess Everest that he approached in 
2014 when he reached 2889. 

Vishy Anand, India’s five-time 
world champion, is in superb form 
and belied his 52 years by taking the 
early Stavanger lead with wins in both 
his classical games. Anand declined 
selection for India’s Olympiad team 
to give more chances to younger 
players, but there have already been 
calls for him to reverse his decision. 

The biennial Olympiad, which starts 
in Chennai in late July, has attracteda 
record 189 teams in the Open section 
and 154 in the Women’s. England has 
announcedits team as Michael Adams, 
Luke McShane, Gawain Jones, David 
Howelland Ravi Haria, witha women’s 
squad of Jovanka Houska, Katarzyna 
Toma, Lan Yao, Akshaya Kalaiyalahan 
and Zoe Varney. The open team will 
aim for the top six, and even top 10 
would count as a success. The US 
will be clear favourites for gold. 


3818 Vlad Kramnik v Magnus Carlsen, 
Monaco 2011. Black to play and win. 
Can you find Carlsen’s decisive sequence? 
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Wales v the world 
Emotional final 
with Ukraine could 
make any fan's 


heart skip a beat 


Elis James 


Epsom expert 

Can Desert Crown 
deliver a sixth Derby 
win for Stoute? 
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s I watched the Ukraine fans 
cavorting in the away end after 
Artem Dovbyk sealed a World 
Cup playoff final against Wales, 
Arrigo Sacchi’s observation that 
“football is the most important 
of the least important things in 
life” felt especially pertinent. 
The players raised their fists in relief at a job half 
done, and the Ukrainian fans embraced, their minds 
inevitably turning to Cardiff. Tomorrow they go again 
and it is now Rob Page’s job to make Wales the most 
unpopular team on Earth. 

Oleksandr Zinchenko wept during the pre-match 
press conference on Wednesday, as he described what 
reaching the World Cup would mean to the people of his 
wartorn homeland, and how he hoped to bring joy toa 
country that is undergoing unimaginable suffering. As 
my admiration for this exceptional young man grew, I 
thought of all the people I have met who dismiss football 
as only being 22 people kicking a ball around. This fixture 
might have felt slightly abstract for a few months (“Wales 
will face Scotland or Ukraine”) but tomorrow is now an 
event to make any fan’s heart skip a beat. It’s Ukraine at 
home. World Cup qualification. Winner takes all. 

To put the match into a sporting context, Wales 
haven’t been to a World Cup since the days of topical 
comedians making jokes about the Suez Crisis. Wales 
might have reached the semi-finals of Euro 2016, but 
1958 hangs over us like Mambo No 5 (A Little Bit Of 
...) hangs over Lou Bega. The last time we competed 
on football’s biggest stage was prior to the invention 
of Coffee Mate. Gareth Bale, Aaron Ramsey and the 


= » 


rest of our Golden Generation could make history by 
qualifying for our first World Cup since the farthing 
was legal tender. It is a prospect that has captivated 
Welsh supporters for decades. 


ven most casual Welsh fans could 
give you the highlights of our exploits 
at Sweden ’58. Wales reached the 
quarters, knocked out by a solitary 
goal from a 17-year-old Pelé, his first 
in a World Cup and a goal he would go 
on to describe as “the most important 
goal he ever scored”. In classic Welsh 
tradition, our talisman John Charles was unavailable 
following injury against Hungary, and as Cliff Jones 
and Terry Medwin floated in unanswered cross after 
unanswered cross to the Brazilian box, Charles muttered 
to Jimmy Murphy, the Welsh manager: “I would have 
scored that.” Brazil went on to hammer France and 
Sweden in the semi-final and final respectively, and 
Wales’s relationship with the World Cup would be 
conducted at arm’s length for the next 64 years. 

Wales will prepare for the showdown with Ukraine 
in vastly different circumstances to the ones faced 
by Charles and his teammates, however. The current 
squad did some warm weather training in Portugal 
prior to Wednesday’s Nations League defeat by 
Poland, and will be performing in front of an expectant 
capacity crowd at the Cardiff City Stadium. The 
boys of ’58 expected to train at Finchley FC before 
travelling to Sweden from London, but no one told 
the groundsman and they arrived in north London to 
find the pitch was being reseeded. With no time to find 
alternative facilities, Wales trained on Hyde Park using 
coats as goalposts, and Murphy spent these sessions 
keeping an eye out for overzealous park wardens as 
ball games were banned. Murphy persuaded a member 
of Royal Parks staff to turn a blind eye, explaining that 
his players were about to represent Wales at a World 
Cup. Not everyone was bothered by these amateurish 
preparations, though. “We’d trained in worse places” 
said Medwin. “At least it was flat.” 

Wales have come a long way since the 1950s. The 
Football Association of Wales are in the almost unique 
position of being a governing body that’s wildly 
popular with fans. Cardiff’s ground has also come to 
feel like home for supporters and players alike, the FAW 

resisting the temptation to move this 


Wales match to the disliked Principality 
A Stadium, a ground that’s twice the 

might have size but somehow generates less 

reached than half the atmosphere. 

. Bale fired Wales into this final with 
the semis two exquisite goals against Austria 
ofE uro in March, and Ramsey (who secured 
2016 but qualification for the last Euros with 

two goals against Hungary in 2019, 
1958hangs — onwhat was his first appearance of 
overuslike that campaign) will hope to prove yet 

again that a lack of game-time for his 
MamboN O5 club doesn’t stop him from putting 
han gsover in match-winning performances for 

his country. What supporters are 
LouB ega asking is actually quite simple. One 


more career-defining display. Give us 

the moment that will be repeated on Welsh television 
every day until the sun eventually swallows the Earth. 

What sets this side apart from the Welsh teams 
that came agonisingly close to qualifying in the past, 
is that they’ve been playing in games of enormous 
importance for years. A few of the class of 2016 remain. 
This current squad has tournament experience from 
Euro 2020, and plenty tasted World Cup qualification 
defeat at the hands of the Republic of Ireland in 2017. 
After qualification for Euro 2016, my friend Mark, 
a Wales away veteran who has stuck with the team 
through more bad times than good, told me deliriously 
that “1958 is no longer my pin number”. If Wales reach 
the 2022 World Cup, we might upset every neutral 
on the planet, but Welsh football fans will become a 
fraudster’s dream. 


Charlie’ Bakewell 
bakes well 


Really well actually. B ause 
Charlie built an entire kitchen 
just for making puddings. § 

of course his Cherry Bakewell 
bakes well, as does his Lemon 
Drizzle, Chocolate Fondant and 
every other delicious pudding 
in the range. 


Find Charlie Bigham’s 
delicious range in your 
local supermarket 


Charlie Bighams 


Obsession is my secret ingredient 
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CUTTINGS 


Conversations 
with Coco 
Why can't 
women afford 
to live alone? 


tis well known that the UK's 
[essere sinensis ve 

locked many people out of home 
ownership - especially if you're single. 
Indeed, there is no region in the UK 
where a man or woman on median 
earnings could buy on their own. But 
a damning report has revealed there is 
no region wherea median-earning 
woman can even rentalone, asked 
the report’s author, Sara Reis, why. 


‘The title of A Home of Her Own 
borrows from Virginia Woolf's 1929 
essay where she writes that a woman 
“must have money andaroom of her 
own”. Woolfis talking about writing 
conditions, butI wonderif women 
have ever had the space they need. 
Idon’t think this situation is 
necessarily new. But we know that, 
say, 30 years ago, wages and house 
prices were much closer than they 

are now. So housing affordability has 
decreased for everyone, but women 
still earn less. Andif you havea gender 
pay gap, you will have a gender 
housing affordability gap. 


It can't help that more than 
3 million women have unpaid caring 
responsibilities, And some have high 
expenses, suchas single mothers. 
Absolutely - this group really struggles 


tomake ends meet. Two-thirds of 
homeless families with children 

are single parents. So there are 
groups of women for whom housing 
affordability is even worse. 


Who are the others? 
Well, your ability to afforda home 
islinked to your income. Disabled 
women, on average, earn less and 
have the added challenge of finding 
an adapted home. And there are 
race disparities. Women from 
black, Bangladeshi and Pakistani 
backgrounds have lower earnings. 


Which was my mum. Single parent, 
too, so I’ve seen how those factors 
intersect. Iwasakidinthe 90s and 
the situation seems worse now. Why? 
It’s dueto the lack of social housing. 
Before 2010, housing benefit was linked 
to the median private rental; nowit’s 
linked to 30% of local rents. Some 
buy-to-let mortgages make not renting 
to people on benefits condition, 
because it’s considered high risk. 


How did youcalculate the reportin 
terms of rent? 

Forrenting tobe affordable, itneeds 
toabsorb no more than a third of 
someone's wages, and we found 
nowhere in the UK where renting is 
affordable for the region’s average 
woman. That leaves women 
vulnerable to domestic abuse. Ifyou 
can’tafford ahome of your own, you 
may notbe able to leave a relationship 
thats dangerous; it’s more dire 

when there are children involved. 

Yet rents made up less than a third of, 
men’s median earnings in all regions, 
except London. 


Sois London the worst for women? 
It’s actually not the region where 

you will find the largest gender 
housing affordability gap, though it is 
unaffordable for everyone. 


Very 2022 for equity to be achieved by 
being crap for everyone. Where was 
the biggest gap? 

The south-east. It’s where there’s the 
widest gender earings gap, too. 


What's the best ... actually “best” 
doesn’t seemlike the right word. 
Leastbad? 


Yes! 
The north-east. Renthere absorbs 34% 
of women’s salaries, so just above the 
affordability line, and 22% of men’s. 

Coco Khan 


Illustration: Latalimota 


Down the rabbit hole 


Lost in the flow of pop culture 
This week: Jurassic World: Dominion 


byLarry Ryan 


Fossil films 
Cinemas may be in danger of extinction but some dinosaurs 
are keeping blockbuster season alive: first the revived Top 
Gun; now the sixth Jurassic Park movie. This picks up four 
years after Jurassic World: Fallen Kingdom. Original JP 
alumni Laura Dern, Sam Neill and Jeff Goldblum join Bryce 
Dallas Howard and Chris Pratt for this latest sojourn in the 
dinosaur cinematic universe (DCU). 


Inthe genes 

Leading man Pratt is married to Katherine 
Schwarzenegger, who comes from a family as 
embedded in USlife as the fossils themselves. Her 
father is Arnold Schwarzenegger and her mother is 
the journalist and author Maria Shriver. 


Running mates 

Shriver’s mother was Eunice Kennedy: 
the Special Olympics movement and was, you 
know, a Kennedy. Shriver’s father, Sargent Shriver, 
meanwhile, was George McGovern’s running mate 
in his landslide presidential defeat by Richard 
Nixon in 1972. Hunter S Thompson’s Fear and 
Loathing: On the Campaign Trail ’72 offers a wild 
account of that dismal election. 


‘You'll always have Nixon to kick around 
Dick Nixon’s travails have inspired many film- 
makers. Recent miniseries Gaslit (StarzPlay) has 
Julia Roberts as the woman who first raised the 
alarm about Watergate, while Alan J Pakula’s All the 
President’s Men is an enduring paranoid classic. 


Ron/Bryce 
Peter Morgan’s 2006 play Frost/Nixon gave 
a somewhat sympathetic airing to the disgraced 
president in its account of his interviews with 
David Frost in 1977; the 2008 film adaptation 

was directed by Ron Howard. Ron’s daughteris, 
of course, Bryce Dallas, who has been walking 
with dinosaurs since 2015's Jurassic World, which 
kickstarted the latest round of the DCU. 


Pairing notes 

Watch Dominion’s director, Colin Trevorrow, started 

out with a small indie, His 2012 sci-fi comedy Safety 

Not Guaranteed is “funny in a troubling, low-key way”, 
wrote Philip French. 

Eat Chris Pratt was spotted as a young waiter at a Bubba 
Gump Shrimp restaurant. We can’t vouch for the chain, but 
‘for New Orleans-style barbecue shrimp, you'll need a lot of 
butter, lemon juice and Worcestershire sauce. 
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an Gillespie Sells, 
Richard Jones, 
Paul Stewart and 
brothers Kevin and 
Ciaran Jeremiah 
are teen friends 
turned commercial rock and pop 
band the Feeling, Former Brit school 
students, they cut their teethas 
successful covers group Superfly and as 
session musicians, and were propelled 
from the pub circuit to the Pyramid 
stage at Glastonbury thanks to the 
success of their debut Twelve Stops 
and Home. The group went on to win 
an Ivor Novello, and Sells composed 
the music for the musical Everybody's 
Talking About Jamie. Their sixth 
album, Loss. Hope. Love., is out now. 


Richard (black dress) 

This is backstage at the Astoria after 
performing at [clubnight] GAY. We 
changed into our Spice Girls’ outfits 
and came back on to doa cover of Spice 
Up Your Life. Itblew the roof off. 'min 
adress and pair of heels that belonged 
to Sophie [Ellis-Bextor, Jones’s 

wife]. Sophie had a chart battle with 
Victoria Beckham [in 2000], soT had to 
be Posh Spice, really. 

The Feeling were the most-played 
band on UK radio in 2006, and while 
that was great, it was a different story 
abroad. We'd be somewhere like 
Charlotte in North Carolina, playing 
ina bookshop while people looked 
at us, like: Please, will you be quiet? 
Afterwards, we'd sit ata table in front 
of a huge banner with ourname on 
and one person would come and get 
an autograph, out of sympathy. It was 
bleak but kept our feet on the ground. 

At the start of our career, we were 
all living like students ina crappy 
broken-down house. Kev and Ciaran’s 
parents had a shed where we recorded 
alot of our first album. Our song Rosé 
was written during a nightin the shed 
spent serenading an empty bottle of 
wine after buying itin bulk from 
a supermarket doing a two-for-one deal. 
Ciaran’s party trick used tobe topping 
himself head first into dustbins. These 
days, we're more whisky, pipesand 
slippers kind of guys. 


Ciaran (leopard-print dress) 
I'm Scary Spice. I’m not sure why, but 
out of the five of us, I dolook the best, 
in aleopard-print dress. 

Life wasa whirlwind at the time, 
but we'd been working hard for 
years. Before we got signed we were 
in a covers group. In 2000, we did 
a season in the French Alps - two gigs 


every day, seven daysa week. All the 
free Amstel you could drink. It was 

a great experience and cemented usas 
aband, OurHamburg years! After that 
there were labels interested, so we did 
aload of showcases; it wasawkward - all 
these discerning people in arehearsal 
space watching us. They all passed, so 
we thought: “Is thatit then?” Me and 
Kev considered going travelling. But 
we got new management and the ball, 
started rolling. 

‘We were never part of ascene: we 
loved music from the 70s like Elvis 
Costello and Supertramp, which 
weren’t the type of artists people 
referenced much. It reinforced 
a feeling of us against the world and 
we knew what we were doing was 
good. The same can’t be said for my 
chin strap. That’s gone. My wife was 
very happy when that phase passed. 


Dan (red boots) 

The glamour! Geri is the most iconic 
member of the Spice Girls, so that’s 
why I chose her. I remember feeling 
a combination of disbelief and slight 
amusement at what we were doing. 
But, forme, playing GAY was like 

a homecoming. I spent my youth 
hanging out there and exploring my 
sexuality at Astoria. 

Fans weren’t really aware that I was 
gay. There was never any pressure 
tokeep my sexuality secret - Ijust 
never hadan opportunity to make 
a big splash aboutit. Elton [John] once 
interviewed meand asked: “Do you 
want to be out when you do this? You 
know it does have an effect...” And 
he’s right - back in those days it would 
affect your sales and the way you were 
seen. But said: “No, I’m going to be 
out.” come from an LGBTQ+ family 
and there was neverany doubt that'd 
be transparent about my sexuality. 

Iwish[’d been less self-conscious 
back then, leaned into the silliness of 
it all. Especially as there were whole 
areas of the music industry who didn’t 
take us seriously. We were supposedly 
“pop band” but not enough for 
Smash Hits. We were alsoa “rock 
band” but the NME didn’t love us. We 
werea bit prettier-sounding than the 
rest of the indie groups. The Feeling 
was always its own weird little thing. 

Sometimes that caused issues, and 
as the frontman, I was often in the 
firingline. Such as when we performed 
after Aerosmith ata showin Dublin. 
Forsome reason the audience that 
night were all heavy metal fans and 
didn’t take too kindly to us singing, 
“Fill my little world right up! It'sme 


SOPHIEELUIS BERTON 


who gets hit by bottles of piss, but the 
band is always there forme. For that 
Pmvery grateful. 


Kevin (tracksuit pants) 

This was very franticand very silly. 
There are a few other pictures from 
this performance where my wig was 
halfway down the back of my head. 
Iwas living the dream - not that'd 
dreamed of being Sporty Spice, but 
being on top of the world, being in 

a band professionally. 

The music industry is fickle, and 
while you can’thelp butlet your ego 
go bonkers with all the attention when 
things are good, there are plenty of 
times we've had to come back down 
to earth again. A massive part of 
my identity is being in the Feeling, 
so when we do have periods where 
we're not on the road or recording, 
Istruggle. There was atime when 
we weren’t signed to alabel [in 2016], 
which was tough for everyone - we 
all needed to pay the bills. But we 
kept goingand those fallow moments 
brought us closer together; we realised 


how lucky we were. That's probably 
the biggest difference from then and 
now: how much we appreciate it. 


Paul (white dress) 

This wasa lot of fun and very silly ~ 
we only had 30 seconds to get into 
our costumes, which isn’t long when 
you’re Baby Spice trying to wrestle 
your way into a pair of stockings and 
a minidress. 

Beingin aband, youhave these 
huge, spectacle-like moments but it’s 
the day-to-day stuffthat matters, Like 
a joke argument in the studio about 
what height the chair at the mixing 
desk should be set. Kev likes it really 
low, Dan likes it high. They faux-row 
about it constantly and the absurdity 
of it makes me laugh. We've never had 
any major falling out and enjoying 
each other’s company so much is why 
weare still doingit. 

When our firstalbum came out, we 
hadlots of nice reviews and the odd 
negative one; which! could more or 
less handle, But when people accused 
us of being a “manufactured band”, 
that was much harder. We'd been 
together 10 years before we got signed! 

We've been lucky generally, though. 
We managed to transcend trends and 
industry pressures, At the start of our 
career we had amanagertell us: “Just 
get this music on the radio and it will 
work. You don’t need to worry about 
how you look, if you fitin. Getit to the 
people.” And he was right. 
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CUTTINGS 


John, 56 - Says the PM’s days are numbered 


but trusts the Tories more on the economy 


Dining 
across the 
divide 

Can breaking 
bread bridge 
political 
differences? 


Interview: Zoe Williams 


Dan, 29 -feels that Conservative supporters 
are blind to corruption in the government 


® Dan, 29, Swindon 


Occupation Software engineer 
Voting record Lib Dem in his first 
election, and once Change UK, but 
otherwise, always Labour 

Amuse bouche Dan has a detailed 
knowledge of domain name extensions 


© John, 56, Swindon 


Occupation Civil servant 

Voting record Tory in every 
general election 

Amuse bouche John is a bigfan of 
playing tabletop battles with model 
soldiers, such as Warhammer 


Forstarters 

John Thad Atlantic prawns for a starter, 
the pub burger, which was really nice, 
and sticky toffee pudding. 

Dan hada salmon starter, steak and 
fries, and brownie for dessert. 

John I wanted to go in with an open 
and tolerant view, even though I’m 
one of the bigbad Tories. We're not 
all Nigel Farages. 

Dan was expecting someone whose 
opinions were less open to changing. 


The big beef 

John Brexit was our main point of 
contention. We were anet contributor 
tothe BU, so what was the point of 
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being in? We basically supported 

the corrupt regimes in the south of 
Europe: Greece, Portugal. There’s an 
awful lot of corruption down in the 
Latin countries when it comes to EU 
funding. I'm nota xenophobe - I’m 
quite in favour of immigration. I think 
it’s been great for this country. 

Dan He mentioned corruption. 

But there’s no more corruption in 
Greece or Portugal thanin our own 
government. He struggled with the 
words, to use the word “corrupt” about 
the Conservatives. It kept coming 
back to: “T trust the Tories more with 
the economy.” He wasn’tabad person 
trying to actively ignore corruptior 
would just shift his focus to something 
more positive. It’s anatural bias if you 
tie yourself to a party like that. 

John You've got to play the long game 
with sovereignty. You won't actually 
gain full sovereignty likea guillotine. 
Dan He was coming from the position 
that Brexit will be better in the end. 
It'shard to arguea negative in that 
sense. You can’t prove that it’s not 
going to work out. 


Sharing plate 

John The subject where I felt 
Iwas educated is the storm that 
has engulfed JK Rowling. To my 


[Want to dine 
across the divide? 
Scan here to apply 
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knowledge, I’ve only met two trans 
people. And he said: “You've probably 
met plenty of others; you just didn’t 
knowit.” And that’s probably true. 
Ididn’tknow enough aboutit; Iwanted 
to know what the fuss was about. 

Dan He seemed to have taken 

a surface-level view, that JK Rowling is 
just standing up for women’s rights, as. 
someone who’s experienced domestic 
violence. I tried to explain that you 
have to disregard a trans woman's 
womanhood to be able to even say that 
this is an issue. While Thave a huge 
appreciation for people who have 
been through domestic violence, and 
understand how you might have a fear 
of the opposite sex because of that, 

it doesn’t mean you get to oppress 
already oppressed people. 

John He knows alot of trans women, 
and because of his circle, he hasa lot 
of insights, which I enjoyed listening 
to, He madea good point, whichis that 
there isn’t really a threat from trans 
women - it’s the media blowing things 
out of all proportion. He made very, 
very strong arguments to convince me 
thatit’s abit ofa storm in a teacup. 

Dan He really listened and understood 
where I was coming from. It’s not just 
people being woke and hating women. 
Iwas impressed at the way he seemed 
totakeit on board. 


Forafters 

John think Boris Johnson's days 

are numbered, because he’s not 
particularly well behaved. When it 
comes to leadership, he’s awful. 

Dan There were a few times when he 
did accept criticism of the Tories. 
John He found it surprising that 

I was willing to turn around 

and criticise the government. If 

you were toask me whoI would 

have voted forina Conservative 
leadership election, it would have 
probably been Rory Stewart. 
Dan We both very much saw that 
politicians don’t prioritise the people 
who elected them. We agreed that MPs 
shouldn’thave second jobs, shouldn’t 
have commercial interests. 


‘Takeaways 

John 'd give the evening 9 out of 10, 
Dan It was only when the staffat the 
bar had their coats on that we thought 
we should get going. 


Dan and John ate at Helen 

Browning’s Royal Oak in Swindon; 
helenibrowningsorganic.co.uk. Want to 
meet someone from across the divide? 
Go to theguardian.com/different-views 
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MR MARVIS 


ORDER NOW ON 


GET THE LINEN LOOK 


MR MARVIS introduces The Linens: perfect shorts for the 
warmest days of the year. The Linens are made from a 
blend of linen, arganic cotton and elastane. This makes 
our newest shorts not only light & airy but also very 


comfortable to wear. With eight colours there is a Linens 


to suit every style. Which one will you choose? 
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MARK NIKON 


CUTTINGS 


The actor, comedian and writer on 
not laughing for two years, going to 
the wrong funeral and his pot belly 


OQEA 
Ardal O’Hanlon 


Interview: Rosanna Greenstreet 


om in Ireland, O’Hanlon, 56, 
B won the Hackney Empire 

‘New Act of the Yearin1994, 
and from 1995 until 1998 starred as 
Father Dougal in the Bafta-winning 
comedy Father Ted. His other 
television work includes My Hero and 
Death in Paradise. His second novel, 
Brouhaha, has just been published. In 
Novemberhe continues to tour his live 
show, The Showing Off Must Go On. 
He is married with three children and 
lives in Ireland. 


When were you happiest? 
Thave become progressively happier 
asT’ve got older. It’s to do with not 
strivingas much. 


Whatis your greatest fear? 
People laughingat me, whichis 
terrible for someone who makes 
a living out of making people laugh. 


Whatis your earliest memory? 
‘Not wanting to go to school because 
Theard there was abilly goat running 
amok in the townandI was terrified. 
Iwas about four. 


Whatis the trait you most deplore 
inyourself? 
Indecision. 


Whatis the trait you most deplore 
in others? 
Lack of self-doubt. 


What was your most 
embarrassing moment? 

My girlfriend’s mother passed away 
when I was17 and! went to what 

I thought was her funeral. I was 
standing therein my best, shiniest suit 
and realised everyone was looking at 
me. There were two funerals in town 
that day and I went to the wrong one. 


What do youmost dislike about 
yourappearance? 
My little pot belly. 


IfI could bring 
omething extinct 
back to life, what 
would I choose? 
Mylibido 


Describe yourself in three words 
Even-tempered, unshockable, curious. 


What would your superpower be? 
Tobe able to go to sleep at will and put 
others to sleep at will. 


What makes youunhappy? 
My own powerlessness in the face of 
all the various threats to our existence. 


If you could bring something extinct 
back tolife, what would you choose? 
My libido. 


Whatis your most unappealing habit? 
‘My wife says tappingall the time- I'm 
always tapping the fork or the table. 


Whatis the worst thing anyone’s 
said to you? 

When Iwas 11, somebody accused 
me of fake laughing, and was really 
hurt and didn’t laugh fora couple of 
years after. 


Would you choose fame 
oranonymity? 

Iwish the answer was anonymity but, 
if'm honest, probably fame. 


What has been your biggest 
disappointment? 

The day had to stop playing football 
five years ago. I realised I couldn't 
hackitany more. 


What single thing would improve the 
quality of your life? 
Sharper knives. 


What has been your closest brush 
with the law? 

Playing a detective in 

Death in Paradise. 


What keeps youawake at night? 
My dog wanting to go out fora wee. 


Would yourather have more sex, 
money or fame? 
Money. 


How would youliketo 
beremembered? 

Pdlike a manoeuvre called after me, 
in the wayHeimlich has. 


Whatis the most important lesson life 
has taught you? 

To lower your expectations. If you 
expect to geta kick in the backside and 
youget a slapin the face, it’sa victory. 


What happens when we die? 
Isuspect very little. 
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CUTTINGS 


Experience 
I found a hoard of 
Roman coins 


As toldto Anna Derrig 


go detecting to get outand 
about. It’s lovely in our 
beautiful countryside with my 
friends Mick and Dave. I don’t 
care what the weather is like: 
Pve detected in the snow, 
a blizzard, thunderstorm, heatwave. 
Istarted detecting at 11, 42 years 
ago, on local beaches, and took it up 
seriously in 1990. Mick and Dave have 
50 years’ detecting experience between 
them.I met Mick, a dairy herd manager, 
while camping at a metal detecting 
rally in Climping. We pitched our 
tents next to each other and really hit 
it off. We've since been best man at 
each other’s weddings. Dave and I met 
when we worked building catamarans. 
He's acarpenterand did the electrics. 
Now I ownacomputer shop in Essex. 
In 2014, the three of us found 


ahoard of Roman vessels which was of 
national importance. We handed over 
the find to the Museum of Wiltshire. 
Mick also found the biggest bronze age 
hoard on Jersey when he lived there. 
Then again, sometimes we go for 
hours without finding anything. Some 
weekends weare lucky to come home 
with a single pre-decimal coin; other 
times we might find afew medieval 
silver coins or some Roman artefacts. 
In September 2020, Dave, Mick 
and I went ona camping detecting 
weekend in Pewsey. We had been 
searching the area for about 10 years. 
Tewasa Saturday morning. I'd 
finished breakfast first ~ Mick made 
me abacon, egg and sausage sandwich 
~ and walked six or so paces away from 
the table. My friends were still eating. 
Igotasignal and dug down, to find the 
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first coin two inches under the surface 
- itwasa silver Roman siliqua coin 
which I knew straight away was about 
1,600 years old. (Ilove history - my 
friends call me “the oracle”) 

Ttwasin such good condition that 
Mick, in his broad Lancashire accent, 
said, “That's from a hoard” as he 
always does when something like 
that comes out. [told him jokingly 
that I was going to find the rest, and 
went back over. I didn’t actually think 


We found 161 coin: 
that weekend. It 
adetector’s dream 
tofinda hoard 


Robert Abbott 
with his detecting 
equipment in 
afield in Essex 


Pd find another one, but then! got 
a second signal a couple of inches 
away, and I found another coin. I’ve 
never seen Mick and Dave finish their 
breakfast so quickly. 

Within halfan hour we had found 
around 15 to 18 coins between us. We 
realised we'd found something special 
when we saw the silver miliarense 
coins, as miliarense, which date from 
310 ~about AD717 - generally come out 
only in hoards. We found the bulk of 
the coins later that evening - our coins 
actually dated from AD340 to AD402. 
As we were digging until quite late, we 
drove down the road fora takeaway 
to celebrate. Iposted a few pictures 
on social media and my friends, 
especially the detectorists, were 
excited to see them, and the family 
were happy. 

We found 161 coins over the 
weekend. It’s adetector’s dream 
tofinda hoard, which is usually 
protected inside a pot or abox. I think 
our find had been dispersed by 
agricultural machinery in the past few 
years. was gobsmacked when 142 of, 
the coins made £81,160 - double the 
estimate - at Noonans’ auction last 
month, The farmer will get half and 
our shareis about £13,000 each. The 
British Museum wants two coins, and 
we'll keep a couple for ourselves. 

Thadn’t really thought our find 
would do so well. 'll spend my share 
ona digital camera to take more 
pictures from the field when we 
find our next treasure, and will also 
take my son, Harvey, on holiday in 
Cornwall for two weeks this year. We 
won’tbe detecting there, as alot of the 
beaches are privately owned by the 
Duchy, and Idon’t have permission 
from any Comish farmers. Harvey’s 
been out detecting about a dozen 
times, and he was delighted with his 
first find, during the Easter holidays: 

a silver King George III sixpence. 

This experience has overwhelmed 
me: I've had some nice finds before 
but the media coverage this hoard 
generated surprised me. I'm quite 
a shy, quiet person, not used to public 
speaking, so doing radio shows brought 
outmynerves, but! think I pulled 
them off OK. Igo detecting every other 
weekendif Ican, only during certain 
times of the year suchas harvest time 
to suit the farmers. But don’t go out 
asmuch asd like to. We'll be going 
back when the crop rotation is right. 
Robert Abbott 


Do you have an experience to share? 
Email experience@theguardian.com 
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FOR A HERO 


As the cost of living crisis has 
taken its toll, a host of consumer 
warriors have risen to the 
challenge. Money champions 

Joe Lycett, Jack Monroe, 

Kwajo Tweneboa and Holly Smith 
explain how they doit »» 


Interviews: Elle Hunt 
Portraits: PalHansen 


HOLDING OUT “ 


From left: Joe Lycett, 
Holly Smith, Jack Monroe 
and Kwajo Tweneboa 


JOE LYCETT, COMEDY AVENGER 

The 33-year-old comedian and television presenter 
hosts his own consumer comedy hybrid show for 
Channel 4 called Joe Lycett’s Got Your Back, which won 
the 2021 Royal Television Society Award for best 
formatted factual. In 2020, Lycett changed hisname by 
deed poll to Hugo Boss as a protest against the company 
of the same name sending cease and desist letters to 
small businesses. Last year he took on oil giant Shell 
‘for greenwashing, highlighting their emissionsin 

a parody advert in which Lycett appeared as CEO 

Ben Van Beurden “repeatedly shitting out of his mouth”. 


WHAT STARTED ME OFF was seeing the way my 
parents were treated by the companies they worked 
for. For most of her working life, my mum worked for 
Cadbury. Itstarted outasa brilliantcompanythatreally 
looked after their staff - they built a whole village in 
Bournville, with all sorts of things for wellbeing. But 
gradually, as Cadbury was sold off to Kraft (now known 
as Mondelez), all of that started to be eroded. Big corp 
stripped away what Cadbury made great, andit’s no 
longerthe pride of Birmingham. Frankly, we'rea little 
embarrassed by it. 

Growing up, [had thatsense of: “Well, that’sjust not 
good enough!” Ourlocal bus company refused to give 
change: if you only hada fiver fora£3 journey, they'd just 
keep the£2. They saiditwas dangerous for thedrivers, 
and slowed the buses down. SoI wrote to every other 
bus company in the UK, who all offered change, ask- 
ing: “Why do you give change? It's dangerousfor your 
drivers and it slows the buses down!” Every single 
one got back to me with reasons why that was wrong. 
Eventually, Imet the Birmingham company and said: 
“Here’s every bus company in the UK telling you why 
your policyisbullshit.”Itfelt sogood, likeI wastheErin 
Brockovich ofthe Midlands. Icalledthe campaign: Time 
for Change. actually think they still don’tgive change, 
so whilea good approach, not the result I was after. 

Iworry a big part of why I do things is because it's 
addictive to be right or to show someone up. It’s not 
altruism -though, obviously, ’m delighted to standup 
for thelittleguy. Oneofthewins I'm mostproud of was 
early on Joe Lycett’s Got Your Back: a woman named 
Claire hadbeen scammed out of thousandsby someone 
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IT'S A MOTIVATOR IF ANYTHING 


IT MAKES ME GROSS - 


SEEING PEOPLE GET SCAMMED 
DOESN'T DEPRESS ME, 


pretending to be from her bank, and NatWest were 
refusingto compensateher. She had been saving upto 
do anursing course, which she now couldn’t do. We 
approached it in what was described as a very “Joe” 
way:NatWest had told her thatit couldn’tstopscammers 
pretending tobe them, so I set up a Twitter account, 
pretending to be the NatWest CEO Ross McEwan. I 
started off with the stuff thatyou’d expecta bank CEO 
to tweet, retweeting NatWest with banal statements. 

Then, gradually, it was more and more total non- 
sense, culminating in me tweeting after a couple of 
pints: “I've gotasmelly bum bum." Igota very panicked 
call from the Channel 4 lawyers saying “DELETETHE 
TWEET”, but it was too late, a journalist had already 
screengrabbed it. Alas, NatWest couldn’ tignore it. We 
got attention on the case by making a joke. Often, if 
people start to look silly, they can’ tkeep ignoring you. 
Toved the panic that Ross McEwan might take legal 
action against me, Iwould LOVE to be in court with 
Ross McEwan trying to prove that he doesn’thave “a 
smellybumbum”. 

We try to keep it light, as it is predominantly a 
comedy show, which happenstogetresults.Icould’ve 
gonedown the panel showroute, butI’mso proud that 
this is the show with my name on it. [like my jokes to 
have impact, it’s just the way my brain works. IfT see 
someone doing something wrong, Iwant tofind away 
of exposing that ina funny way. 

There are so many different waysin which people 
are being defrauded, and not just older people: onein 
five16- to 34-year-oldshavebeen scammed. We'veseen 
big issues with studentletting companies. Some ofthe 
dark web stuffisreally scary. Thereare longlistscalled 
“suckerlists” of personal data thatpeople put together 
and sell. Your passwords, addresses, phone numbers, 
online shopping history are worth about 2p on the 
dark web. Sometimes scammers just monitor your 
emails until you have to makea payment tosomeone, 
then set up an email address that looks very similar. I 
know of one man who was buyinga property and lost 
more than £1m that way. No bank will recover it, it's 
just gone. Thathappens quite regularly. 

It doesn’t depress me, it makes me cross - it’s a 
motivator, ifanything. I adhere to the Stoic thing: if 
somebody nicks your wallet, you should pity them 
because they’ve lost more morally. It’s harder with 
corporations, where the sole purpose is profit. Idid a 
programme about Shell andgreenwashing: even if the 
head of this company said, “We're bad, we're going to 
change,” they wouldjustbe oustedby theshareholders 
and replaced by a new puppet. To try to fix a huge, big 
thing like thats like trying to stop death. 

Itry tothinkabouthow Ican help in whichever way 
Ican. My favourite thing is when people message to 
say, “I wasabouttobe scammed, butbecausel’ve seen 
your show, I wasr’'t.” That's the best review. 
JoeLycett is currently on tour ~visitjoelycett.com for info 


JACK MONROE, KITCHEN REVOLUTIONARY 

The food writer and activist came to prominence as 
“The Bootstrap Cook”, sharing low-cost recipes she 
devised to feed herselfand her young son. Since then 
Monroe has given evidence to parliamentary inquiries 
and consulted on the School Food Plan and the 

National Food Strategy. In February her tweets 
highlighting the increasing cost of budget groceries 
‘were a factor in Asda lowering prices. In May, she 
launched a libel action against Tory MP Lee Anderson 
{for alleging that she profits from the poor. Monroe is now 
‘working on a new price index, the Vimes Boots Index, 
to measure the cost of basic foodstuffs and inflation 

as it affects those on the lowest incomes. She is also 
writing abook on the impact of austerity cuts. 


ISTARTED BLOGGING IN 2012, about my experiences 
of being a single mum on benefits. Then it was an 
organic progression to move from telling my story to 
incorporating others’. In the beginning, I was quite 
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self-conscious about using my platform -I’m nothing 
likemy morebrash tweets mighthave you believe - but 
as the years have gone on I’ve become more comfort- 
able with being an advocate 

Iwrite budget recipes to help people navigate their 
way through crisis, but I also use them asa vehicle to 
poke the government and say: “Why do people need 
these in the first place? What are you doing to help?” I 
was advised by someone early in my career to “drop 
the politics”, because then I'd be more likely to get 
stocked in Waitrose. Iwas like, “ You know what? Fuck 
that,” and dropped that person instead. Ten yearslater 
Pmstill here writing, I'd probably be richer if Ijust did 
the dinners without the difficult questions, but that 
never sat right with me. I can’tjust churn out recipes 
for 9p burgers without also asking: why on earth does 
anyoneneeda 9p burger in one of therichest economies 
intheworld? 

Around2014, supermarkets started providing food- 
bank donation points. For the first time, a million 
people received a food-bank parcel in a six-month 
period. Allofthosemilestonestatistics were front-page 
news; now, food banks have quietly become woven 
into the everyday fabric of oursociety. The reliance on 
the voluntary sector to patch up the tattered social 
security system is absolutely shocking. Fuel poverty, 
period poverty, hygiene poverty, food poverty allhave 
thesame rootcause: people don't haveenoughmoney 
for the basics of day-to-day life. 

Allthe evidenceis there, yetthegovernmentseems 
toeither refuse tohear it, or refuse to act on it. I'm not 
sure which is worse - but something has to give. 'ma 
Labour member and supporter, and there are many 
great MPs workingtirelessly every day, but dofeel that 
asa party the message from the top could bea lotmore 
robustly challenging of the government - that’s what 
they’re there for. 

Thaveheard from hundreds of peopleover the years 
whose loved ones have died of hunger; or ended their 
lives due to cuts, changes and delays to benefits; or 
missed chemo appointments due to unreliable public 
transport. Thesestories canbe extraordinarily difficult 
torelay tothe people in power, but that’s whoneedsto 
hear them. Campaigners likeme are often met withthe 
same old dismissive response: “There’s no such thing 


aspoverty in Britain, people broughtitonthemselves” 
- that tired and untrue trope that poverty is a moral 
failureon the part of thesufferer. In fact, it’sthe system 
that is at fault, and the designers and perpetrators of 
that system are complicit in the tragedies that result. 

Ireceive a couple of hundred direct messages or 
emails a week, not counting public comments on 
Twitter. I’simportantthat people feel their experience 
is validated, and I will try my hardest to help if can. 
It’s not ego, or some kind of God complex; I think it’s 
just the way I was raised. My parents were both foster 
carers and had the attitude that “if you can help, you 
get on with it”. Very often after school there would be 
another place setat thedinnertable forachildwho was 
in crisis. Sometimes they'd stay for the night, some- 
times for years. Asanadultand parent myself, ’m only 
just starting to understand the enormity of the 
commitment they made and the values we learned 
along the way. 

My emotional response swings quite wildly, even 
throughout the day. Sometimes feel as though we're 
making progress -and sometimes I feelas ifit’sall hope- 
lessandnothing makesa difference. But that’s generally 
short-lived, as there's always something to get stuck 
into. When you're shouting against a system that’s 
rigged against you, every single voice counts. That's 
why Ikeep going - as frustrating and thankless and 
labour-intensiveand exhausting as itis. thinkpeople 
are starting to getit, especially those who arenow find- 
ing themselves on the fringes of poverty for the first 
time, turning offtheirheating, unscrewing theirlight- 
bulbs, putting clingfilm on their windows and going: 
“Hangon aminute...” Ido feel optimistic that we could 
beat the tipping point of real social change. 


KWAJO TWENEBOA, HOUSING SUPERHERO 

The 23-year-old activist and student from south 
London uses social mediato give a voice to social 
housing tenants and expose the derelict living 
conditions many are forced to endure. After 

publicly shaming Clarion, Europe’s biggest housing 
association, into carrying out repairs on his family’s 
flat after a year of inaction, Tweneboa has travelled 
the country putting pressure on politicians and social 
housing providers to improve living standards. One 
tweet, showing acockroach-infested family home in 
Lewisham, was seen more than 1m times and ledto the 
family being permanently relocated within 24 hours, 
Tweneboa has received mentoring and financial 

backing from Dragons’ Den investor Steven Bartlett, 
and was named Young Campaigner of the Year 

at the SMK National Campaigner Awards. 


FOR MOST OF MY LIFE, I’ve lived in social housing. 
Igrew up in Mitcham, south London, with my sisters 
and my dad. For a while we lived in temporary 
accommodation, most of it falling down from damp 
and mould. One was aconverted garage, still with the 
garage door on - I’m sure it was illegal. But Eastfields 
estate was even worse. Therewas dampand mould, we 
couldn’t use our kitchen or bathroom. We had mice, 
cockroaches, flies. It was so dated, too. The kitchen 
cupboards were ancient. 

When wemovedin, inearly 2018, my dad wasill with 
stage one oesophageal cancer, butitrapidly progressed 
tostage four. He went from walking around to relying 
ona walking frame on the rare occasion that he was 
forcedoutofbed. Meanwhile, there was the damp and 
mould, no water at some points, broken lights, 
cockroachesrunningaround. Wecomplainedandcom- 
plained to Clarion, the housing association that 
managed the estate. The last few months of Dad’s life 
were alot harder than they needed tobe. He passed 
away in October 2020. 

Early in2020, there hadbeen amajorleak in my front 
room, causing the ceilingto partially collapse. Clarion 
Housing pulled the whole thing down, I thought it 
would be replaced in a couple of weeks: how long can 


you be without a ceiling? But I kept phoning and 
phoning, and couldn’t get through. Eventually, in 
October, they told me thatno one would be coming 
untilJanuary. Isaid: “P’m not going tohave aceilingfor 
Christmas?” They said: “No, we’ ve got two people, and 
one’son holiday -no onecan comeoutuntilnextyear.” 

I felt that person on the phone was so rude. I 
remember thinking to myself: “That’s my life you're 
talking about.” P'd just lost my dad, and my mental 
health wasall overthe place. Iwanted to prove apoint: 
thatthey shouldn’tbeableto disrespect someone, just 
for being a council tenant. [had nothing to lose, so I 
posted photoson social media. It gotshared thousands 
oftimesandgotpicked up bylocal media, thenITV. My 
housing association was disgraced. They have since 
carried out more than 700 repairs on my estate, and 
they’re still not done. [Clarion acknowledged the issues 
ontheestate, saying: “We recognise that some repairs 
and pestcontrol measures have taken too longover the 
lastsix months and apologise toall affectedresidents.”] 

Unlike the councils, the housing associations have 
the money: the problem is how they’re spending it. 
Tenants are not the priority. They see building more 
homes as the priority over thehealth and safety of their 
existing tenants. Not only that, the newbuilds are 
falling apart. Ivisitedone yesterday that was putup in 
2012, and it was like a scene from Titanic - pipes were 
rusted, the whole floor was flooded. It’salltoocommon 
with a newbuild. These people just don’t care. They 
might deny that they are prioritising finances over 
tenants, but we can see that they are. People are 
suffering asa result. 

After went viral, peoplebegan contactingme about 
theirissues..'dgototheir houses, postpictureson social 
media, andget themthehelp that they needed. MPs and 
councillors are just ignoring that people are suffering, 
P've seen emails from people living with damp, mould, 
collapsed ceilings, raw sewage pouring down their walls, 
and replies from their local MPs telling them they don’t 
deal with tenants andhousing. They thinkit’sacceptable 
toignore theliving conditions oftheir constituents when, 
notlongago, they were begging for their votes. It really 
frustrates me. None of them can really 
relateto what tenants are going through > > 
~ that’s why it’s notseen as priority. 
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DISCOVER WHAT'S POSSIBLE 


P’mdetermined thathousing willbemadea priority 
atthe next election, whether Westminster likes it or 
not, Michael Gove and the Conservatives have clocked 
onto the issue, Labour not so much. There are many 
MPs within the party who have done an amazing job 
of highlighting housing, who know that there's a 
problem, sowhyis the Labour party not talking about 
it? Pmbeyond disappointedinKeir Starmer. He should 
be shouting from the rooftops of parliament about 
this issue. 

Iget thousands of messages and share them in the 
hope of shaming thelocal MPsand housing providers. 
More often than not, the issue gets resolved pretty 
quickly. One woman had been complaining for ayear, 
and after my post she was moved within 24 hours. 
Tenantscan feelashamedabout theirlivingconditions, 
then they see other people with the same issues and 
realise thatit’s not justthem, itis thousands of people 
around the country. 

P've been travelling to differentcities, spreading my 
message about poor quality housing and speaking to 
residents, showing them that someone is fighting for 
them. I'vebeento Liverpool, Birmingham, Manchester. 
‘Next I’m going to Yorkshire, Scotland and Brighton. 
Housing associations, councils and MPs are scared 
whenever they know I’m in their area, because they 
know that there’sonly one reason why. I’mglad they're 
scared it’s about time. 

T shouldn’t have to be doing this - but people 
shouldn’t have tobe living in those conditions. Itis 
stressful at times. I can’t respond to everyone, it 
would be a full-time job and am still in my final year 
of university, studying business. But I get a lot of 
satisfaction. It’sactually been helpful for my mental 
health, because I’m proving that you can’tjust walk 
over someonebecause of their race, their background, 
theirhousing status. Ithink that’s the biggest mistake 
some people in senior roles in councils or housing 
associations make: they look down on tenants, even 
treat them like scum. P’ve been able to show that they 
cannot keep getting away with it. 


HOLLY SMITH, COUPON NINJA 

The UK’s “coupon queen”, Holly Smith cuts thousands 
of pounds off her shopping and bills every year. The 
Extreme Couponing and Bargains UK group she set up 
on Facebook in 2017 has millions of members, and she 
isa regular guest on ITV’s This Morning. She recently 
published her first book, Holly Smith’s Money Saving 
Book, promising simple savings hacks “to make life 
abit easier every day”. Smith lives in Great Yarmouth 
with her husband and their four children: Bonnie, one, 
Zac, two, Bella, nine, and Mollie, 11 


T’MAUTISTIC;a lot of people on thespectrum focuson 
acertain area, and mine was always money-saving. 
When Iwas1o or 11, my mum wasill and she asked me 
togo down to the local shop and do the shopping - I 
came back with change. She said: “How'd you getitso 
cheap?" IsaidIwas payingattentionto theprices. When 
my local library got theinternet, Pd go there onmy bike 
and spend my Saturdays hunting down freebies - wash- 
ing powder, things like that. Ijust absolutely loved it. 

When I was 23, I got my first bone tumour. I’ve had 
fourremoved from myleftlegover the years, rightup to 
2019. [also have an autoimmune disorder, sol’vespenta 
lotoftimein hospitals. After my surgery, Icouldn’twork 
formore thanayearand had to rely on benefits. That’s 
when Ireally threw everything at my money-saving, 
and started enteringcompetitions.Ididasmany as 300 
aweek, andwon prizes worth £10,000 inthat yearalone, 
including one to havea website designed. I decided to 
use that to make my first money-saving blog. Within 
six months the Facebook page had 100,000 followers. 
Today there are 4 million people across my Facebook 
page and group. That scares me: it shows how many 
people are struggling. The government has got to do 
something. People are getting desperate. 


OF SHOPPING COMPLETELY FREE. 


MY HUSBAND AND | WERE 


IN 2015, 1 GOT £1,200 WORTH 
IN TESCO FOR SIX HOURS 


I’m working day in, day out to get this information 
out. All people have to dois give mealittle bit of their 
time, and Ican show them how to save thousands a 
year. The retail price of my books £12.99 - for many 
people, that’s several meals. I tell them to borrow it 
from thelibrary. When Isaid that on This Morning, they 
said Iwas the first author who'd come on to promote 
their book and told listeners not to buy it. That’s how 
passionate Iam. Iwillstay up until 4am ifthere’s agood 
deal to tell people about. I lose sleep over it. It can be 
hard, when you are on the spectrum, todisconnect at 
the end of the day. I've had to take sleeping pills at 
times, just because my brain doesn’t want to shut off. 

In December 2015, I got £1,200 worth of shopping 
completely free. That’s the most I’ve saved with 
coupons in one go. The record at that time was £600 
worth of stuff for 1p - I wanted to beat that. I went to 
Tesco with myhusband, and we were there untilitshut. 
The checkouts broke twice - they’re just not built to 
handle scanning nonstop for six hours. The total 
showed £1,200, then went right down to £0. [gave the 
food to the Benjamin Foundation, which takes in 
teenagers whohavebeen kicked outofhome, and they 
were very happy. I've been thinking about trying to 
beat my own record. 

Since the pandemic, couponing has gone digital - 
all youneed isyour smartphone. Apps likeShopmium, 
CheckoutSmart or GreenJinn show youall the coupons. 
You caneasily get £30 of free stuffaweek, but younever 
know what you're going to get. It could be Pop-Tarts 
one week and a bag of salad the next. A lot of people 
say you never get healthy stuff on coupons, but 
GreenJinnis for vegan and vegetarian products. Itdoes 
allow you to try new things. Ifyou swap out meat two 
daysa week, you can save onaverage £300-350 ayear. 

If you have a product you really love, reach out to 
the brand and let them know. Sometimes they come 
back with some coupons. A lot of people only get in 
touch to complain, but [like to approach with acts of 
Kindness, telling them how much you love their food. 
If youwrite to the complaints address being positive, 
you're likely to get more coupons thanif youcomplain. 
Recently my daughter drew apack of sausages sheloves. 
We sentit offto the brand and they wrote back with £5 
of couponsand asked to use her picture on social media. 
You're helping the brand and they’re helping you @ 
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From showering in your bra 
to cooking ina kettle, the 
internet is full ofingenious 
hacks from the extremely 
frugal. Can Coco Khan learn 
something from them - and 
save a fortune? 


Illustrations: Lisa Sheehan 


SA GENERAL RULE, I try notto think about 

Tory ministers whileIbathe. Butrecently, while 

taking apost-workoutshower in my sportsbra, 

its wicking fabriccreating adry zoneonmy skin, 

Tthought about the environment secretary, 

George Eustice, and his advice that families 
struggling tocope during the current cost of livingcrisis 
ought to switch to value brands. Eustice was quickly 
lampooned for patronising the public with this 
staggeringly obvious suggestion, and for minimising 
the pain people are experiencing through the biggest 
drop in living standards since the 50s, 

Meanwhile, I was weeks into my exploration of 
“extreme frugality” ~a money-saving practice that is 
booming online. Somewhere between a hobby and a 
way of life, extreme frugallers take money- 
consciousness to new levels, utilising ingenious, 
creative and sometimes controversial methods that 
often require a leap of faith. Such as wearing your bra 
inthe shower. Thelogicgoesthatas!’malready paying 
for energy and water fora shower, Imay as well use it 
to clean bras, too. This way, I reduce the number of 
washing machine loads I need. 

Anyway, itworked: thebraquicklybecame saturated, 
and I whippedit off, wringing it outandhanging to dry 
while continuing my shower - arefreshed sports bra, 
without one extra drop of water. 

Withsummeron our doorsteps, atime when holidays 
and outdoor events make extra demandsfor our cash, 
could the internet wisdom of the frugal public help us 
navigate this mess? Ispenta month trying to find out. 


THERE’S A LONG HISTORY of public discourse 
around frugality -fromthe “waste not, wantnot” ethos 
of postwarBritainto therise of thriftculturein the9os. 
A key book from this time, Amy Dacyczyn’s The 
Complete Tightwad Gazette: Promoting Thrift as a 
Viable Alternative Lifestyle, describes tightwads asa 
“minority”, But now frugality has finally gone main- 
stream. Some extreme frugallers trade tipson forums 
and YouTube, while others offer paid-forconsultancy 
on how toachieve Fire (a related lifestyle that’s very 
online, it stands for Financial Independence Retire 
Early, and combines frugal living with shrewd financial 
investment). These days, the online frugal community 
is so large it’s spawned multiple subreddit threads 
(including the very specific FrugalUrbanHermits). On 
Facebook, the Extreme Couponing and Bargains UK 
page hasa whopping 1.9 million members. When one 
praised her £35 heated throw from Aldi in April, 
thousands ofothers chimed in toadd theirendorsement. 
The item has been sold out since. 

Some of the more outre tips include reusing the 
strong plasticbags that hold cereal (I gave itago, using 


my Cheerios bag for sandwiches); getting more out of 
each toothpaste tube by snipping off the end and 
scraping out theremnants; and tapingaluminium foil 
tothe windows whenit’shotinstead of runninga fan. 
Thenthereare posts suchas the one from an ingenious 
user who'd saved the cost of buying a2022 calendar by 
using a calendar from 1994 (calendars starting on the 
same day can be reused): yes, it’s cost-saving, but not 
as frugal as using a digital calendar. 

Frugallers of every stripe agree that the first thing 
everyoneshould do iscreateabudget. Ijot down allmy 
outgoings andimmediately spot subscriptionsIshould 
cancel o the tune of £36 amonth. Iseparate fixed fees 
Pmlocked into (broadband, mortgage, council tax, 
mobile phone, car and home insurances). This makes 
up most of my monthly outgoings. I’m left with a list 
of coststhat vary based on my usage (electricity, petrol, 
water, food)anda vow tobring those down. Extremely. 


Frugal diet: isit that easy to get free food? 
AsI scroll the frugalinternet, Iam pleased to discover 
I’malready practising the basics: buying in bulk; using 
budgetshops; eating mostly vegetarian and maximising 
tinned ingredients (tomatoes, chickpeas, coconutmilk 
etc) by using spice for flavour. I thought this was just 
called “being South Asian” but it’s also the beating 
heartof frugal eating. Ialsouse one teabag for two cups, 
grow my own herbs, and batch cook: all tricks passed 
down from my mother. 

Yet even in the financially difficult situation of my 
childhood (singleimmigrantparent, three kids, council 
house), we were lucky not to live in a food desert; 
currently 1.2 million Britons live in neighbourhoods 
where poverty, poor publictransport anda scarcity of 
supermarkets make healthy food inaccessible, with 
communities in Bristol, Newport, Hull and Tameside 
some of the worstaffected. Wealso had storage space 
(frugal tip: keep tins under the bed), and unlike 2.8 
million Britons, wehada freezer. They allowshoppers 
totake advantage of cheap food losetoitsexpiry date, 
and savesome of the9.5m tonnes of food thatisbinned 
inthe UK each year. 

Olio is an app that connects neighbours who have 
food to give away. Buteven where! live in London, I'd 
still need totravel to collect theitems, and thatwould 
carry a cost. “Where I am in the north-east, there’s 
nothing on Olio,” says Nicola from The Frugal Cottage, 
ablogdocumenting her year of extreme frugality. She 
recommends looking for community hubs or kitchens 
inruralareas, which mighthave food to giveaway, but 
cautions: "You need to search for them.” 

Another app, Too Good to Go, lets people buy food 
surplus from restaurantsat afraction of the price. Itry 
itonelunchtime from the Guardian’s office, hoping for 
breakfast goods, but findno participating venuewithin 
an hour’s round trip on foot.. A few days later, I collect 
a bag of unsold food from Pret a Manger worth £12; 
it’s 3pmitcostsmeé4. Insideisa falafel wrap, vegetarian 
soup, and amacand cheese. Itsmeat-free, butonly by 
chance, so people with specific dietary needs may be 
out of luck. 

Nicola tells me her weekly food shop forher family 
offouris£50, and “there'snowaste”. She stores carrots 
in water so they don’t go bendy, and she puts kitchen 
roll in the salad bag to stop leaves drooping. She also 
plansmeals, sonever buys something shealready has. 
Some extreme frugallers take this one step further by 
keeping inventory lists. This means they can be 
confident they have supplies to fall back on if an 
unexpected bill comes in. 

Igive this ago - and immediately regretit. There’s 
somethingaboutputtingnumbersagainst every thing 
that makes a usually pleasant experience - browsing 
the cupboards and wondering what to cook - feel like 
an exam. Then I come home to find my whole family 
cooking in the kitchen: cute, ordinarily, but this time 
find myself growling: “How can you not know how 
many tomatoes you used?” This is the next frugal 


lesson: it’s hard to do it comprehensively when you 
don’t have full control. 

ItellNicola1’m feeling demoralised. “Youneedto have 
asetgoal,” she advises. “And tocelebrateeachmilestone.” 
Frugallers are partial to a competition, such as the 1p 
saving challenge (savinganincreasingamounteach day, 
sop onday one, 2pon day two, until you’ve saved £650 
a year) ora no-spend week/month. And, Nicola says, I 
mightwanttostartwithsmall changes: “Iwouldn’tlike 
to inventory our kitchen cupboards, either.” 


Goslow: could driving at a snail’s pace save money? 
Petrol prices are at record highs. Enter hypermiling: 
a driving technique that aims to maximise fuel 
efficiency. Ittook offin the USinthe2000s when drivers 
switched to hybrid carsand beganseeing how farthey 
could travel on one tank of gas. Today, there are 
competitions dedicated to it - the UK record holder 
drove an electriccar from John o’Groatsto Land’s End 
with only one recharging stop. 

Istart by unburdening my car -a used Hyundai ito - 
ofitsboots, maps, and random footballs, because heavy 
carsusemore fuel. Good-quality tyresmakea difference, 
but sadly Thave no idea about mine because bought 
them secondhand from aman who, observing I was a 
Jone woman in agarage, spentmostofthetimesighing. 
Thisis the paradoxical part of frugality: youneed money 
to save money. Typically, a frugaller will buy less, but 
willbuy tolast. Forthoselocked intoasystem of spend- 
ingmorebecause they haveless (see also: pay-as-you go 
call rates are more expensive than contracted ones; 
prepay energy meters workout pricier than direct debit) 
thatis simply not possible, 

Hypermiling involves reducing the use of brakes 
and accelerator - both of which guzzle fuel. Journeys 
should be made ata steady speed in the highest gear, 
avoiding heavy traffic. Slow and steady wins the race. 

Idomyfirstjourney to visitrelatives, happily pootling 
behindalorryats8mph. Thisiscalled “drafting” -using 
alarger vehicle toreduce wind resistance.Some extreme 
hypermilers driveso closethey’re practically touching 
bumpers, but find that driving two chevrons behind 
still provides protection. My target is to beat my car's 
claimed 62mpg. I’m not far off. AndI enjoy it -not least 
because there’s now a cool new word for my usual 
driving style instead of “like a granny”. 

Karl Dysonis the founder of hypermiler.co.utk, a 
forum thathasbeen runningsince 2007. For him, atrue 
hypermiler should question the need to drive 
altogether: “I always say, ‘If you're not using a car, 
you're saving 100% of fuel.’ But it’s getting harder. 
Every thing’s out of townnow-thehigh street’s dying.” 

He suggests I tum my engine offif ’min standstill 
taffic. Igive thisa try, butittakesme four secondslonger 
tomove again. Horns are honked, curses are shouted. 
Nexttime, [decide to keep the enginerunning;it‘lwork 
out cheaper than replacing the window that the angry 
man behind meis threatening to smash. 


Nomorespontaneousfun:can plana thrifty social life? 
After a no-spend week, I follow Nicola’s advice and 
celebrate. [treat myself to a swim at the lido ('d been 
sticking to free YouTube workouts). And after trying 
toclean my flat usinglemon anda makeshift rag from 
an old T-shirt, to save on the cost of cleaners and 
sponges, [practically sprint to the shop tobe reunited 
with my beloved Cillit Bang, [use iton my bin after a 
disastrous experiment: forgoing bin bags and putting 
non-compostable waste in loose. The frugaller who 
suggested it promised I'd need to clean my bin only 
once amonth, but after five days and warm weather 
there were entire civilisations of mould growinginit. 

But what I’m really missing is some carefree time 
with friends. A pal pops over. She knows I’ve cut out 
the streaming services, so brings a DVD. Butalas, Ino 


longer own a DVD player. More friends > 


join, and I turn it into a frugal dinner 
party. Idig out the pasta machine and 
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we drink wine and make hundreds of tortellini as the 
evening’sactivity. t'snotas frugalasit could be - wine 
isaluxury, though cheaper to drink at home - and the 
pasta contains meat. But we alll get enough to eat, and 
P'mleft with plenty forthe freezer. 

Nicola advises me that frugal socialising doesn’t 
always mean stayingin: there are websites that share 
deals from chain restaurants, or allow you to join the 
audience at live television shows or film previews. “It 
means thinking outside thebox,” she says. Italsomeans 
planning. I spend oneaftemoon searching for some- 
thing to do outside the next day ~a free walking tour, 
or tickets to amuseum - butevery thing is booked. For 
all the attention given to expenditure in extreme 
frugality, one commodity is poorly priced in: time. Was 
it truly frugal to spend an afternoonscrollingfor some- 
thing free that would ordinarily cost £15, or wouldit 
have been more prudent to batch cook for more 
guaranteed savings? Or even making money by putting 
things on eBay? Timeis money, afterall. 


‘Hot-water bottles and sleeping bags: can I get away 
with barely using any energy? 

Energy prices will more than double this year. Turning 
offlightsnotinuse, and running the washingmachine 
and dishwasher atlowertemperatures and always full 
can help claw some of that cost back. Also, switching 
off devices from the plug: up to 16% of energy ills are 
from appliances left on standby. Whole meals can be 
concocted in the microwave, and it’s cheaper to cook 
with than the oven (frugal tip: ifyouare usingtheoven, 
cookasmuch as you can init, and then lettheheat out 
towarm your home). Kettles are generally more effi- 
cient than boiling by hob, especially if you don’t 
overfill them. Some extreme frugallers boil the kettle 
once aday, keepingthe water hot with flasks. My goal? 
Soft boiling an egg in the kettle. The result? Success! 
Even though the price I pay is getting a mouthful of 
eggin my tea becausean carlierattempt cracked. (Itis, 
apparently, safe to drink your used egg water, but 
some frugallers suggest the best use is to water your 
plants instead.) 

“You could try a haybox cooker,” suggests Naomi 
Willis. She and her husband, Ricky, run Skint Dad, 
a personal finance blog. Their journey began in 20133 
when they werein£42,0000f debt. The pair embraced 
frugality, launchingtheblog toshare their story. They 
are now debt-free. Hay cooking, or thermal cooking, 
involves “heating a potwith your food soit’s very hot, 
before covering it in hay or blankets,” says Willis. Itry 
witha picnic basket and a cast-iron pot. I fry celery, 
garlic, carrots and onion, before adding butter beans, 
tomatoes and vegetable stock, and bringing to aboil. 
ThenI slam the lid on, taking it offthe heat. I line the 


basket with towelsand blankets, add thepot, then pile 
more blankets on top, leaving it overnight. The next 
morning the foodis... not quite cooked. 

Butts heating that’s our biggest energy cost. “Heat 
thehuman, notthehome" isasolutionrecently advocated 
by Martin Lewis. Ifit’soneroom thatneeds tobewarm, 
turnradiators offelsewhere, though Lewis saysitshould 
be even cheaper to tum the heating off and heat the 
person using electric blankets and gloves. Idon’t have 
any of these, so I start by wearing thermals under my 
clothes. The thermals serve the joint purpose of keep- 
ing me warm and, according to one extreme frugaller, 
reduce laundry loadsas the dothes I wear on top won’t 
get dirty. Thisis clearlya suggestion from someone who 
doesn’t spillfood on their shirt mostmeals(anadditional 
tip: wear only onecolourtobesure there’s always enough 
itemsfora fullload). The thermalsimprove my experience 
during the day, butatnight when the temperature drops 
myhands, feetand earsache, making meirritable. Woolly 
hats help, but wearing gloves frustrates me while using 
my phone. Duvets feel toasty on the sofa, but are 
cumbersome atthe dining table. 

Lewis suggestsaheated footpad costing£1.05aweek, 
but try tobeat this witha hot-water bottleinasleeping 
bag. Iplace my feet on the bottle, pulling the bag up 
around me until [resemble a very cosy slug, Itdoes the 
job, butafter several evenings being a slug, my mood 
drops. Getting out of bed gets harder. Inthe end, Iput 
the heating back on, grateful that I can, and horrified 
that so many can’t. 


‘Wash out: watery hacks for the home 
Average water costs also increased by 1.7% this April. 
Simple tricks to save water include not leaving taps 
running, and fixing leaky loos. But showers are the 
biggest drain. Ashower usesio litres of wateraminute, 
soa10-minuteshowerusesmore thanthe average bath 
(80 litres), Many water companies recommend four- 
minute showers; extreme frugallers do itin two. I try 
to get through my usual routine in two minutes and 
end up showering blind when frantic lathering gets 
shampoo in my eyes. This, combined with bloody legs 
nicked byarushed razor, wasnot the sort ofinspirational 
image shown on the forums (some extreme frugallers 
forgorazorsand shampoo, though foramoreaccessible 
tip, cutyour shampoo withwater tomakeitgo further; 
the same for dish soap and handwash). But I soon 


pone ee ee 
FIVE SUPER-FRUGAL TIPS I'LL STICK WITH 

Writing down food prices. If you're looking to build a 
stock cupboard, jotting down prices of items will help 
you clock a real bargain. 

Embrace other people’s leftovers. Did work supply 
sandwiches forameeting? Ask for adoggybag, Savethe 
birthday cake fromthebin by taking anextraslice home. 
If you wash up by hand, use a bowl. You can save £25 
ayear by using abowl overa running tap. 

If you're desperate to eat meat, embrace cheaper offal. 
Hearts and liver work well in bolognese. 

Give frugal gifts. Why not give your partner acoupon 
fora week off doing chores? 


+» AND FIVE SUPER-FRUGAL TIPS | WON'T BE TRYING 
Dumpster diving. This doesn’t easily work in the UK, 
where bins and skips are often on private property; 
diving in themis trespassing. 

Eating roadkill. Ifyou accidentally hitan animal while 
driving, itisillegal to take it home and eatiit. You can 
eatroadkill someone else has hit, butisitfresh enough 
tobe safe? 

Letting alovedonecut your hair. Because there’s nothing 
likehavingto see the person who ruined your hair every 
single day. Better to letit grow. 

Flushing the toilet less, Oras extreme frugallers putit, 
“<fit’s brown flush it down, ifit’s yellow let it mellow.” 
Haggling in the supermarket. Although there is some 
evidence haggling in high streetstoresisstill possible. 


discover I can turn the shower off while lathering or 
shaving, to hit the two-minute mark. 

‘One night, I treat myself to abath, but! don’t drain 
the water. Instead I useabucketto poursomeofitdown 
the Loo, to flush it. That’s because lavatories are the 
second biggest use of water athome. Willis suggests a 
Hippo Water Saver: a bag you put in the cistern that 
means you use less water. 

Idon’tparticularly enjoy havingmy slightlyscummy 
bathwater standingaround. [haveabrainwave. Earlier, 
I'd trialled a frugal car washing tip: lather your car up 
with soap, then waitforit torain. Butit didn’ train. My 
car hadbeen sticky since. It's tiring going backand forth 
from the bath to the car, splashing the water on the 
vehicle, But it does the job frugally. Though surely, 
nothing can beas thrifty as my preferred method: not 
washing the car atall. 


AFTER A MONTH of extreme frugality, [had many 
takeaways (both of the “life lesson” and Just Eat 
variety). First, there was the renewed appreciation of 
small joys:a negroniina bar; the fragrant bath bomb I 
giddily watched fizzing away, its single purpose to 
please and pamper me. In seeing them for what they 
are - luxuries - Ifelt more luxurious. 

Butalso, likesomeoneeating too quickly aftera fast, 
Toften felt sick at how many luxuries are presented as 
normal, if not essential, draining our pockets and 
planet; and at how hard itis to extricate yourself from 
this vampiric system. We supposedly live in a time of 
choice, but the choice to say, “No, thank you” is 
increasingly difficult. Even if you find a way around 
themadconsumerism, youstill pay in otherways, like 
with your precious time. Frugallers may enjoy it as a 
kind of sport, butasamodel for howto live foreveryone? 
T’mnotsure. 

Iwasinspiredby how frugallers supporteach other 
- sharing information, resources and surplusitems. 
And I wondered if perhaps taking it up a notch with 
collective action might be in order: how about we all 
ask for a four-day week so we can spend a day laying 
the foundations for a frugal week ahead without 
exhausting ourselves? Perhaps we need a nationwide 
insulation scheme? Or legislation around food waste 
that helps redirect it to the neediest? Itis ultimately 
only thesebig, collective pushes that will move the dial 
on living standards and put more money in people's 
pockets. Somemight say these suggestions areextreme. 
But good things require a leap offaith @ 
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WITHOUT 
BREAKING 
THE BANK 


Good times don't need to 
cost a fortune - or anything, 
in fact. In the first part of 
our guide to having fun on 
abudget, Rhiannon Batten 
shares tips for making the 
most of the season without 
spending much money. Plus 
20 free family days out > 


Culture on the cheap p50 
Frugal food and fashion p81 
Thrifty travel tips p92 


‘Try anewsport 

If Wimbledon has you reaching fora racket, 

Cowes Week dreaming of the high seas or the 
Commonwealth Games hurdling over the garden 
gate, follow those impulses and give a new sport 

a go. Many local tennis, athletics and other sporting 
clubs hold free taster sessions. If that sounds 


too energetic, the Canal & River Trust hosts free 
introductory Let’s Fish! events across its network 
between March and October (canalrivertrust. 
org.uk). Or, ifyou live neara marina, follow the 
advice of travel bloggers Emily and Adam of 
twogetlost.com and learn how to sail for free by 
crewing on someone else's boat. 


Take a plot twist 
2 Elevate your summer readingby meeting up 

with friends in an outdoor location for a “wild 
read, Or try the method-reading approach: leaf 
through On Chesil Beach on Chesil beach, or dip 
into Tom’s Midnight Garden in the garden after 
dark. Orrecreate a meal from literature; unless 
you have the kitchen skills of Auguste Escoffier, 
maybe start with an author such as James Salter, 
the king of breezy beach picnics and dinner 
parties, orgo back to basics with a week of snacky, 
Hungry Caterpillar-inspired lunches. 


Set a budget, then put the children (either your 
own oraniece/nephew/godchild) in charge for 
the day: let them decide what you wear, what you 
eat, where you go, what you do and, crucially, how 
the group kitty is spent. If you're not altogether on 
board with unleashing chaos, you can always set 
a few ground rules first, or identify the usual organiser 
in the household and hand the decision-making to 
another grownup for a day to mix things up. 


3 Nominatea Freaky Friday 


Doacharity-shop challenge 

Decide on a set amount that everyone can afford, 

then let family or friends loose on the local 
charity shops and see who lays claim to the best 
buy. To make things more interesting, give each 
participant a specific person they should buy for. 
Ifthe recipient likes what they’re given, they can 
keep it. If not, their gift can be donated back with 
no hard feelings ~a win for good causes, too. 


25 ways to get free culture: page 50 —» 


Plana breakfast picnic 
5 Lunch is the obvious time for eating outside, but 
you're missing a trick by not going earlier. Set 
offin time for sunrise (or soon afterwards if you're 
not a natural lark) and even a humble cuppa sipped 
ona rug can feel like landing in Narnia. The other 
big benefit of breakfast picnicsis they’re easier to 
transport than lunch or dinner. Aim for ahigh - or 
green - spotand listen to the dawn chorus as you 
tuck into smoked salmon and cream cheese bagels, 
pots of yoghurt and fruit, or cups of steaming coffee 
and wedges of good solid seed cake. 


Visita farm 
This year isa big one for city farms, marking 50 
years since the UK's first such project opened, in 

London’s Kentish Town. There are now more than 50 

of these community-focused farms across the UK, 

each one offering local people opportunities to meet 
animals, volunteer, join wellbeing programmes and 
enjoy nature trails, workshops and other family- 
friendly activities. Most city farms are open by 
donation; to find your nearest one search the Social 

Farms & Gardens website (farmgarden.org.uk). 

In the countryside, look out for LEAF Open Farm. 

Sunday on 12 June (farmsunday.org). Ahuge range 

of farms participate in this; check the website to find 

out what’s on in yourarea. Entrance is generally free 
with add-on activities charged separately. 


Watch anight glow 
Summer is peak hot-air balloon season. The 

magic that hits when you glimpse one is magnified 
ata balloon festival, when tens or even hundreds 

of them ascend together. From Longleat’s glitzy 

Sky Safari in Wiltshire, to the charity-focused 
Oswestry Balloon Carnival in Shropshire and 

the all-singing, all-dancing Bristol Intemational 
Balloon Fiesta, there are a surprisingnumber of 
them across the UK in the summer (you can find 
alliston the British Balloon and Airship Club's 
website; bbac.org). Most offer free entry, although 
you might have to pay for food stalls and other 
entertainment. Often the magic isn’ tto be found 
close up, though, but from anearby hillside. Pack 

a rug and some snacks, and lie back as the spectacle 
unfolds. The mass takeoffs happen at dawn and after 
dark (hence the “night glow” label). 


Give the toysa day out 
fpitecrestat home with very young children 
and havea garden, change the pace by moving 
their indoor toys outside for the day and letting 
them discover them anew ina safely shady spot. 
Set up atheme to get them started - the sandpit can 
become a beach, a washing-up bowl can stand in as, 
a teddy swimming pool. If you've gota play kitchen, 
carry it outside fora “barbecue” party; iftthey 
normally do art and craftinside, take the chalks out 
and let them doodle on the patio or balcony. 


Go car-booting 
If you haver’t discovered the joy of car-booting 
froma seller’s perspective, this summer might 
bethe time to start. Setting off at sunrise witha fully 
loaded boot is only part of the adventure. The rest 
is chatting to customers and fellow stallholders; the 
buzz of negotiating a good price; getting to clear the 
house and return to it with a fatter wallet. Don’t take 
ittoo seriously, don't set your prices too high, and 
enjoy escaping the rigmarole of selling on eBay. 


Try adice walk 
A simple way to get everyone out of the house 


and exploring new ground: start at your front 
doorand take turns to throwa dice. Ifit lands on an 
even number, turn left; ifit lands on an odd number, 
turn right, and see whereit takes you. To make 
things slightly more complex, assign an instruction 
to every number: straight on, doa U-turn, jog to the 
next junction or walk as slowlyas you can. 


Jazz up free activities by setting challenges 
around them. Compete with friends or 
family to learn a new language on duolingo.com; 
download the charitymiles.org app and earn 
donations for every mile you walk, run or cycle; 
have an analogue-only day; carry outa two-minute 
beach clean (beachclean. net) orllitter-pick in your 
area (nationalspringclean. org); or get to grips with 
the stopwatch on your phone and start timing 
everything, from which child can be quiet the longest 
towho can do the most press-ups ina minute, 


1 Challenge yourself 


Another way to tum an amble into an 
adventures to download one of the 
Milestone Society’s many free local heritage walks 
(milestonesociety.co.uk). A charity that works to 
conserve ancient signposts and milestones around 
the country (among them, 117 dating backto the 
Romans), its pdf walking guides hop from milestone 
tomilestone. Tracking down these roadside markers 
is like following a grown-up treasure hunt; many 
are humble works of art, hidden in dusty verges and 
maintained by an intrepid band of volunteers. 


1 Followa grown-up treasure hunt 


Agood local playground isa summer holiday 
godsend, buta playground crawl is even 

better. Children love trying out new ones and, for 
parents, it breaks up the tedium of returning to the 
same spot again and again. Make a day of itand 
plot a circular route, getting the kids to score each 
destination to determine a winner. It’s more about 
novelty than snazzy play equipment, but if you 
live in anarea with lots of choice, mix itup with 


adventure playgrounds, outdoor gyms, 


uaditional play parks and simple spaces 
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1 Go on playground crawl 


with just a rope swing in the woods. 


A gift in your Will can power research 


for years to come 


In your lifetime you've witnessed the greatest 
scientific and medical leaps in human history. 
What you once considered science fiction is 
now a reality. 


Despite all those great leaps forward, so many 
people are still dying from heart disease. 


But you can help us change that, by leaving a 


gift for the British Heart Foundation in your Will. 


Find out more about the 
power of a gift in your Will. 
Search 'BHF Future Gift’ 


© British Heart Foundation 2022 registered charity in England and Woles 
(225971) and Seotiand (SC039426) ZILA 


A gift in your Will could power the scientific 
breakthroughs that will continue to help save 

lives — innovations that we could only imagine 
before, like 3D printed hearts and stem cell 
coated plasters. 

Now you can use the power of a gift in your 

Will to turn science fiction into reality, helping to 
ensure a legacy of progress for future generations. 


THIS 1s 
SCIENCE 


Swim a snorkel trail 
With the boom in wild swimming, many of 

the country’s better-known bathing spots are 
packed on sunny days. If you live close to the 

sea, try one of the UK’s snorkel trails instead, 

and you'll find serenity as well as sea life. In 
Scotland these are impressively well organised, 
with the Scottish Wildlife Trust’s website 
including free downloadable guides to six official 
snorkel trails, along with useful safety advice 
(scottishwildlifetrust. org.uk). There are plenty of 
others, though, from Kimmeridge Bay in Dorset 

to Sheringham in Norfolk; a quick web search will 
bring up recommended spots around the coastline. 


Choosea clear night and, if you have a garden, 
set up camp fora sleep-out. If you don’thave 
your own tent, there’s no need to buy one; either 
make a duvet den with rugs, quilts, pillows and 
blankets, or hire your canvas through peer-to-peer 
rental company tentshare.co.uk. Ifthe forecast’s 
looking promising, time your campout to coincide 
with the supermoon on 13 July. Late summer, 
especially around the new moons on28 July and 
27 August, is also a great time to see the Milky Way. 


1 6 Createa kitchen-cupboard gallery 


1 Have a stargazing campout 


Polish yourartisticskills by setting off on 
aone-day sketching safari around your 
favourite (free) local art galleries. Draw something 
ateach one, then makea kitchen-cupboard gallery 
wall athome with your masterpieces. If you're 
a practised artist, you may want to use more 
sophisticated materials but even a piece of paper 
and a ballpoint pen will do. Nor doesit have to. 
belimited to galleries if you’rea plein air kind of 
person. Pick your theme - gardens, beaches, canals, 
your street - and then go italone, with friends or 
with an organised group suchas SketchCrawl. 


This isa win-win: you get to spend time doing 
something fun while the wildlife surveys 

you carry out can help safeguard the species 

you're monitoring. Expert knowledge is rarely 

needed. There’s along list of current UK projects on 

countryside-jobs.com, but one of the loveliest is the 


1 Bea citizen scientist 


Big Butterfly Count (butterfly-conservation.org). 
From 15 July to 7 August, download a free species ID 
chart, pick allocation, then seta timer for15 minutes 
and record the number and type of butterflies (and 
day-flying moths) you spot. Better still, download 
the free Big Butterfly Count app and keep counting 
in15-minute intervals while you're out and about. 


Pedal differently 
When you're trying to stretch your holiday 


budget, getting extra mileage out of existing 
possessions or skills is useful. Take cycling. Get your 
friends or family together and compete ina slow 
cycling race - the winneris the slowest pedaller, 
which is trickier (and funnier) than it sounds. Or 
grab a willing partner and hirea tandem. Itisn’t free 
(though if you havea disability you might qualify 

for free hire through specialist operator Charlotte's 
Tandems; charlottestandems.co.uk), but at roughly 
£30-40 for a half-day, split between two, you don’t 
need to be Jeff Bezos to give ita go. For alist of 
tandem hire operators, see the Tandem Club's 
website (tandem-club.org.uk). 


Set forth on adoorstep expedition 
19 Make this summer the one in which you 
actually visit the sights you have on your 
doorstep. Take a local bus and get off ata stop you've 
never disembarked at before. Head out on a footpath 
across an unfamiliar field. Cycle along the railway 
track turned bike path you've been meaning to 
pedal buthaven’t. Buy a day-rover bus or train ticket 
and see how far you can get withina given time. 
Or go wild and make for the suburbs if you're usually 
acity-centrejunkie. 


Makea wind-chime time capsule 
Den the holidays collecting flotsamand 

jetsam - tarnished keys from old cabinets, 
mini disco balls, hair clips, lost jigsaw pieces, retro 
train tickets, tiny toys from children’s party bags, 
miniature racing cars, feathers, shells - then hang 
your finds, with wire or thread, froma stick or hoop 
tomakea mobile. Then hang this, with ribbon 
or stronger twine, from a hook or tree branch to 
remind you of summer 2022. Or make a mobile 
from scavenged dried flowers and grasses, but hang 
indoors to keep its fragile blooms protected. 


Gowild 
2 Each June the Wildlife Trusts encourage 

us Britons to embrace the natural world 
through its #30DaysWildCampaign -an annual 
challenge to do one wild thing every day of the 
month, Ordera free information pack through 
wildlifetrusts.org and they'll send out wildflower 
seeds, instructions on how to play “sensory bingo” 
and more. Many of the regional trusts are running 
free, orlow-cost, pond-dipping sessions, nature 
trails and other activities as part of the campaign’s 
Big Wild Weekend (18 and 19 June); these range from 
outdoor mindfulness sessions in Northumberland 
to Somerset’s Big (wildlife) Count. Nature-lovers in 
Wales can join “bioblitzes” and other free wildlife 
activities during Wales Nature Week, 2-10 July 
(biodiversity wales.org.uk). 


Ridea magic carpet 
Can’t afford to go abroad this year? 


Travel vicariously by choosing a destination 
and spending the day in armchair-tourist mode. 
Do some research, then delve into whatever piques 
your interest - cook a classic dish or cake from 
your chosen locale, put on the subtitles and watch 
an original-language film based there, borrow 

a relevant book from the library, explore local 
museums and galleries via artsandculture.google, 
com, research local sports or tune into one of its 
music stations on Radio Garden. Start withan easy 
one such as Paris, break fasting on croissants while 
tuned into TSF Jazz, before building up to more 
adventurous terrain, such as Dakar or Svalbard. 


Hosta sports day athome 

Stagea home Olympicsin the garden, orat the 

local park, with a circuit of challenges against the 
clock with family or friends. Depending on the 

ages of the competitors, this could be anything 
from nailing 50 press-ups to shooting a single 
basketball hoop or completing five star jumps on 

a trampoline; you'll need at least 10 to make it an 
event (the sillier, the better, in most cases), Prizes 
are essential, and you can adapt the activities to suit 
your interests: stagea home Wimbledon with bats 
and balls, or makeit a DIY triathlon with 

a bike ride to the local pool, a few laps in > > 
the water, then a jog around the block. 


) 
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Setup asundaestation 
24: there’s one thing most kids like even more 

than ice-cream, it’s a DIY sundae station. Set 
up a tray with bowls of chopped fruit, nuts (if you're 
allergy-free), sprinkles, Smarties, popcorn, wafers, 
chocolate fingers, pretzels, or whatever floats your 
children’s boats, then scoop out vanilla ice-cream 
or frozen yoghurt (stick to this one basic flavour to 
stretch your budget) and let them add their own 
toppings. Cheaper and easier to organise than a full- 
blown dinner or drinks party, an ice-cream social is 
also a good way to get adult friends together on hot 
days. Serve in waffle cones or your prettiest bowls, 
and go for grown-up toppings: shards of honeycomb, 
candied nuts, splinters of brittle, frozen blueberries 
orshavings of toasted coconut. 


Use the ideas in this list, or addand subtract 

other activities to suit your own situation, 
then write them down on separate scraps of paper 
and fold them up. If youhave one of those fabric 
Advent calendars, with pockets for different days, 
dig it out and slip your activity ideas in before 
drawing them out day by day through the holidays. 
Ifnot, make it a summer activity lucky dip, tipping 
the pieces of paper into a bowl and fishing one out 
when inspiration fails to strike. 


] ‘Make a summer advent-ure calendar 


Peck behind the scenes in your 
neighbourhood this summer via an open 
doors event. The main Open House, Doors Open Days 
and Heritage Open Days take place in September but 

many other artists’ open studios and open garden 
events happen in the summer, and they'rea great 
way to see what's normally only glimpsed at behind 
walls or over fences. Surrey (surreyopenstudios.org. 
uk), Cockpit in London (cockpitstudios.org) and 
North Yorkshire (nyos.org.uk) are three of many 
artists’ open studios events across the country, or 
search for private garden openings on ngs.org.uk 
and community ones on farmgarden.org.uk. Several 
allotments also open their gates during August’s 
National Allotments Week (nsalg.org.ul). Don’t stop 
there, though. Fire stations, lighthouses and even 
some quarries host open days and admission is 
usually free or by donation. 


Upcycle your skills 
Helping others might seem a purely altruistic 


activity but, from giving us purpose to 
fostering community, it can boost our own 
wellbeing, too. If you haven't volunteered before, 
the first week of June is an excellent time to start as, 
it’s Volunteers’ Week, anationwide celebration of 
the country’s unpaid helpers (volunteersweek. 

org). You could just choose a cause close to your 
heart and offer help where it’s needed most, but 

a better strategy is putting existing skills to use. 
Love animals? Muck inatalocal animal sanctuary. 
Havea way with people? Offer to support refugees, 
orbefriend the elderly. Know your onions? Volunteer 
for the cooking rota at a community kitchen. 

Nota front-of-house type? Many charities need 
volunteer drivers and letter-writers. 


26 Tur the neighbourhood inside out 


The Japanese concept of shinrin-yoku ~ 

bathing the mind and body in green space for 
wellbeing - has gone mainstream over recent years. 
Formany people that means walking, meditating or 


? Go forest bathing 


listening to nature from the sanctuary of a peaceful 
woodland glade, but there are many other ways 
togiveita go. If you have a noisy household, take 

a chair outside to snatch a quiet moment among 
the seedlings. No access to green space? Burn some 
pine- or eucalyptus-scented essential oil (or put 

a few drops in a bath), play some calming woodland 
or waterfall sounds, and close your eyes for 

a moment of sylvan headspace. 


Go barefoot 
Kneipp therapy is an idea that was 


developed by the Bavarian-German 
priest Sebastian Kneipp in the 19th century, 
centred around paddling through different 
temperatures and pressures of water. Now 

a central component of many spas actoss 
Germany, Switzerland and Bavaria, a variation 
onthe theme also existsin the UK, in the form 

of barefoot trails. Here, they tend to be more 
about enjoying the sensations of different 
textures underfoot (think grass, sand, leaves, 
pebbles, woodchip or rockpools) in the hope of 
invigorating the body and calming the mind. 
Many outdoor attractions now include official 
barefoot trails, mostly designed for children, but 
it’s easy enough to make your own. Startin the 
local park or at the beach (even the back garden 
will do), identify a circuit of different textures to 
tread your way gracefully across, then unlace your 
shoes and set your feet loose. For the full Alpine spa 
experience, takea towel and some water to rinse 
your feet with and, if you have kids or a partner in 
tow, give each other afoot massage to boot. 


Ifallelse fails ... nominate a do-nothing day 
Stop. Relax. Put down that snorkel. Lock up 

that tandem. Snooze the alarm clock and take 

a deep breath. For one day you have permission 
to do nothing, Notliterally nothing, of course 

- where would the fun be in that? But if you're 
dreaming of a day without WhatsApp, Google 
Calendar or back-to-back meet-ups, this, 

is your chance. Want to stay in bed all day and 
watch Netflix? Cool. Soak in the bath until your 
thumbs look like walnuts? Fine, too. Curl up with 
the latest Jack Reacher and a packet of Hobnobs? 
A summer do-nothing day is the answer. 


) 
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31 Royal BotanicGarden, Edinburgh 


You'd be hard-pressed to finda more diverse 
collection of microbiomes than in these 
7oactes: there’s a rock garden, Chinese hillside, 
alpines, an arboretum and the Queen Mother's 
memorial garden, with native plants such as bog 
myrtle, The glasshouses are closed, but visitors 
can still enjoy superb panoramic views of the 
city skyline to Edinburgh Castle. Current free 
exhibitions include Yan Wang Preston’s audiovisual 
installation With Love. From an Invader, in which 
the artist conductsa study of wild rhododendron in 
the context of the surge in xenophobia and racism 
prompted by Brexit and the pandemic. There is also 
a weekly chance to meet and quiz the gardener. 


Avebury stone circle, Wiltshire 

Run wild through a prehistoric wonder 

without the tourist circus of Stonehenge, 30 
minutes’ drive away. Much of the village lies inside 


Britain’s largest stone circle - originally about 100 
stones - which in turn encloses two smaller circles. 


Salts Mill, Saltaire, West Yorkshire 
33 Visit the Grade Il-listed former textile mill to 
see David Hockney’s A Year in Normandie, 
which takes you through the four seasons in a huge 
frieze longer than the Bayeux tapestry which 
inspired it. The artwork has neverbeen shown in 
the UK before. If you find yourself with time on your 
hands afterwards, Salts Mill has an eclectic selection 
of shops, including one that sells early musical 
instruments: ideal for when only alute will do. 


Roskilly’s Farm, St Keverne, Cornwall 

Get your hands dirty at this working farm 

near mainland Britain’s southernmost tip, 
where you can watch how Roskilly’s famous organic 
ice-cream is made from the farm’s Jersey cows. Take 
a wildlife walk, feed the ducks and try acone or two. 


Formby Beach, Merseyside 
35 Look past the parasols and lollies, and 

go fora walk along one of Europe's best, 
mobile sand dune habitats at Formby beach; you 
mighteven spot some red squirrelsin 
National Trust-maintained woodland at >> 
Formby, along with 15 species of orchids. 
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Strawberry Fair, Cambridge 

The popular festival returns after a Covid- 

enforced break with anew theme: Love the 
Planet. Attractions includea band competition, the 
Portland Ballroom, a family area with crafts and 
bubbles, the solar-powered Scarecrow Corner and 
live music from samba to drum’n’bass to jazz. 


Manchester Art Gallery 

Become an art detective at the Out of the 

Crate exhibition, where the public can look 
behind the scenes of Manchester’s publicly owned 
sculpture collection. About 60 are on display; 
previously keptin storage, they have simply been 
unboxed and left out for public inspection, without 
any information about their historical significance. 


Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex 

Go fossil hunting on the many trails that run 

through Walton-on-the-Naze, advertising 
itself as “England’s friendliest resort”, and one of 
the sunniest spots in the country. Sharks’ teeth are 
a particularly impressive find on the beach. 


National Wool Museum, Carmarthenshire 
Wool was once big business in the Teifi valley, 
west Wales, and these restored mill buildings 

near Newcastle Emlyn tell the story. Learn about the 

journey from fleece to fabric on A Woolly Tale trail, 
watch demonstrations on the historical looms, then 
try your hand at carding, spinningand sewing. 


Vagina Museum, London, 

One for older kids and adults, the new, bigger 

museum opened in east London in March. 
There’s a permanent exhibition on gynaecological 
anatomy, a temporary periods exhibition, plus 
acommunity gallery, events programme and cafe. 


‘The Burrell Collection, Glasgow 

Reopening aftera six-year, £68m refurbishment, 
the collection features 9,000 objects acquired by 
shipping magnate William Burrell, including suits 
of armour, paintings, Chinese porcelain and Roman 
and Egyptian antiquities. Highlights of one of the 
biggest privately amassed collections in the world 
include a Meiping vase from the Ming dynasty, 

plus paintings by Manet, Cézanne and Degas. 
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Morecambe Bay, Lancashire 

There isa definite buzz around Morecambe, 

with hopes that ground will soon be broken 
for the Eden Project North. The northern sibling of the 
Comish site will focus on the marine environment 
and be builtin giant, transparent domes on the 
promenade. Before the crowds descend, why not 
head to the seaside resort and take a stroll down the 
prom, stopping off fora play on the twopenny slot 
machines and some sticky pink candy floss before 
taking a family snap next to the skipping statue of 
Eric Morecambe by the shore and eating cake at the 
glamorous art deco Midland hotel. 


‘The Donkey Sanctuary, Devon 

Since its humble origins asa charity in 1969, 

the Donkey Sanctuary has grown into an 
international animal welfare advocate and now has 
about 200 donkeys atits site on the Jurassic coast near 
Sidmouth, with a walking trail, educational zone, play 
area and cafe. Entry is free buttickets must be booked. 


Heartlands, Cornwall 
Built on the site of a mining complex, 
Heartlands combines social history with 

adventurous play - plusa cafe housed in a Grade 

ILlisted former carpentry shed. It occupies 19 acres 

of a Unesco world heritage site and has a number of 

exhibitions celebrating the area’s mining heritage, 
giving a sense of what it was like to go down into the 
pit. There are also landscaped botanical gardens, an 
adventure playground and arts and crafts studios. 


National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Children will love running in the giant 
hamster wheel to generate energy, taking 

selfies with Dolly the sheep and saying hello to 

a lifesize Trex (the cast of a skeleton found in 

Montana in 1988). They can also drive a Formula One 

simulator and release hot-airballoon. 


Great Eastern Pingo Trail, Norfolk 

A fascinating eight-mile walk through 

‘watery and woodland landscape formed 
during the lastice age. Pingo ponds were created 
when water beneath the ground froze and expanded, 
pushing the earth upwards. As the area warmed and 
the ice melted, the ground slumped, leaving small 
circular craters, many of which filled with water 


Chatsworth House, Derbyshire 
Relocated from the desert in Nevada to a park 
outsidea stately home in England, Radical 

Horizons: The Art of Burning Man at Chatsworth will 

feature 12 major pieces showcasing the creative spirit 

of the festival, in which teams of volunteers gather 
in the desert to build new artworks. Three sculptures 
will be made in the parkland with the help of visitors 
and local community groups over the year. 


South Marine Park, South Shields 
This seafront park boasts a miniature steam 
uain, pedalos on the boating lake and two 

soft play areas, It also has an unusual inhabitant: the 

Herma Merma Dragora, a statue that is part dragon, 

part human, part fish, part horse. It was created 

by sculptor Richard Broderick with help from local 

schoolchildren and forms part of a trail featuring 10 

works reflecting the area’s heritage and landscape. 

The Friends of North and South Marine Park run 

regular events, many in the Victorian bandstand, and 

there’s free live music from local bands on Saturdays. 
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Promenade Gardens, St Anne’s, Lancashire 

If the Irish Sea is looking bit chilly, children 

aged from three to 12 may prefer to get wetat this 
colourful splash park. There are spray loops (which 
soak you from all angles), bucket drops (which fill up 
gradually and drench you when you least expect it) 
and seats for spectators (who, one hopes, will stay 
dry). Entrance is free but booking essential. 


Coed y Brenin Forest Park, near Dolgellau 

Itcanbe tricky to persuade children to pop on their 
hiking boots and head out into the hills. One answer 
is tomake it intoa giant outdoor game of hide and 
seek using Geocaching. At this park in the heart of 
Snowdonia there are hidden caches, or treasures, 
along two trails that youcan find using maps 

and Global Positioning System-enabled devices 

(if your phone isn’t up to the job, hire oneat the 
visitors’ centre). The circular paths go along forest 
roads and pass disused goldmines, the Sam Helen 
Roman road anda medieval ironworks. Foradded 
adventure there are mountain bike trails; for amore 
sedate visit, head to the play areas and cafe. 
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TWO MEN, | 
THREE NIGHTS \ 
IN HIDING. 
ONE IMPOSSIBLE | 
MISSION 


It's the most extraordinary Holocaust story you've never heard: a pair of 
Jewish prisoners determined to escape Auschwitz and tell the world 


the true horror of what they'd seen. How did they do it? By Jonathan Freedland 
Illustration: Paul Blow 


SCAPE WAS LUNACY, escape 

was death. To attempt it was 

suicide. That much had been 

taught to Walter Rosenberg 

early, within a week of his 

arrivalin Auschwitz, aged just 

17, atthe start of July 1942. One 

aftemoon, he and thousands 

of others had been forced to. 

stand in silence and watch a 

public hanging, performed 

with full ceremony. The SS 

men had lined up with guns 

over their shoulders and 

marching drums strapped 

around their necks, while out 

in front stood two mobile 

gallows, wheeledintoposition, 

one foreach condemned man. 

The stars ofthe show were 

announced as two prisoners 

who had tried and failed to 

escape. Walter and theothers 

had towatch asthe men were broughtout; aKapo, one 

ofthe prisoners deployed by theSS to do thebrute work 

of enforcement, tied their ankles and thighs with rope, 

then placed a noose around each of their necks. 

Afterwards, the inmates were kept there a full hour, 

forbidden even to look away. They had to stand, in 

silence, staring at the two dead bodies twirling in the 

wind. The corpses had notices pinned to their chests, 

written as if the words were spoken by the dead 
themselves: “Because we triedto escape...” 

Walter understood that the Nazis wanted him and 
every otherprisonerto conclude thatescapewasfutile, 
thatany attemptwas doomed. But Walter drewa very 
different lesson. The danger came not from trying to 
escape, but from trying and failing. From that day on, 
he was determined to try ~and to succeed, 

Before long, he had made himself a student of 
escapology, taking lessons from some of Auschwitz’s 
most battle-hardened inmates - chiefamong them a 
grizzledcaptainintheRed Army ~and forging ties with 
the camp's secret underground resistance, slowly 
acquiring the knowhow to attempt what no Jew had 
done before. This yearning to break out was rooted in 
more than a desire to save his own skin: his aim was 
much larger than that. Forhe had cometounderstand 
something essential about the death factory that was 
Auschwitz: thatthe crimeunfoldingbefore him rested 
on agreat and devastating act of deception. 

Most Jews weresent onarrival at Auschwitzto thegas 
chambers, but some, like Walter, were held instead as 
slave workers, For nearly two years, he remained 
a prisoner - kept alive by a series ofrandom, accidental 
twists of fate -andiin thattimehe saw almost every aspect 
ofthe Auschwitz slaughter housein action. He wasnever 
one of the Sonderkommando, those Jews compelled to 
do the most gruesome work of all - retrieving corpses 
from the gas chambers - but he witnessed every other 
stage of the process of industrialised murder. 

For 10 months, he worked on the Judenrampe, the 
railway platform where incoming trains pulled in, 
delivering hundreds of Jews in cattle trucks from all 
across Europe, like so much livestock. His job was 
unloading each transport and, ashedid it, he detected 
apattern. The Nazis lied to their victims at every step 
oftheir journey towards destruction. The peoplefalling 
out of those stinking cattle trucks had boarded them 
believing they were being taken to new lives inanew 
place: “resettlementin the east”, the Nazis called it. 
The Jews on those trains had packed up their belong- 
ings and held on tight to them because they thought 
they were buildinga new home, one that would need 
pots and pans, clothes fortheir backsandtoys fortheir 
children. They believed thatbecause that was what the 
Nazis had told them, and it was what their own friends 
and familieshad told them, in theformof postcardshome 


38 | SATURDAY | 04.06.22 | The Guardian 


that they did notrealise had been written at gunpoint. 

The lyingcarriedon theinstant theSSmen unlocked 
the wagons. If they were in a hurry, they would be 
brutal. Butifthere was time, ifthe weather was good, 
the SS men might lay ona different show. They would 
pretend that the dreadful journey the newarrivals had 
endured had been some kind of aberration, a mistake 
thatwas about tobe rectified. “Good God,” they might 
say, “in what state did those horrible Slovaks transport 
you? This is inhuman.” Those transported from Paris 
or Amsterdam, people raised to expect the best of the 
civilised Germans, were primed tobelieve thatanyway; 
tofeelrelief that, atlong last, food and drink would be 
available, that theirluggage would be looked afterand 
that order was about to be restored. 

If time permitted, the pretence would continueas 
the new arrivals climbed on to the trucks that would 
take them to the killing sites. SS men, their manners 
impeccable, might help the sick clamber aboard. For 
those heading to the death chambers on foot, there was 
more reassurance in the form of inquiries about the 
Jews’ professional qualifications or trades backhome. 
Why would they ask such things if they did not intend 
tomake use of the deportees’ skills? 

If anyone asked where they were being taken, the 
answer came back: “For disinfection.” Given how 
squalid the journey had been, that made sense. More 
reassurance came on that trek past the Birkenausection 
of the camp from the sight of an ambulance - a green 
military van bright with a red cross - driving slowly 
behind their ragtag column, occasionally picking up 
those who could not keep walking by themselves. The 
vehicle did carry a doctor. But his purpose was not 
healing the sick or saving lives. The medic inside was 
theSSdoctor whowouldsupervisethe gassing, and the 
cargo onboard consisted of cans ofZyklon B: poison gas, 
Walter knew all about that: one of his occasional jobs 
was to load the deadly canisters on tothe vans. 

The scene of the crime itself was disguised. The 
doomed believed they had been brought toa secluded, 
bucolic spot, a farmhouse alongside two wooden huts 
forundressing. By crematorialV andV, there were flower 
beds.Once there, the deception didnotlet up. These were 
the Jews’ final minutes, butthe Nazis encouraged them 
to believe in a future they did not have. “Whatis your 


THESE WERE THE 
JEWS’ FINAL 
MINUTES, BUT THE 
NAZIS LIED 10 THEM 
AT EVERY STEP. 
THEY TOLD THEM 10 
BELIEVE IN A FUTURE 
THEY DID NOT HAVE 


trade? A shoemaker?” the officer would ask again. “We 
need them urgently, report tome immediately after!” 

As the victims followed the order to strip off their 
clothes, theSS wouldtell them that they wereabout to 
bathe, that they should stay calm and that afterwards 
they wouldbe given “coffeeandsomethingtoeat”. That 
was whena reminder would come to tie all shoes into 
pairs: “Afterwards you won’thave to wastetimefinding 
the other shoe.” In fact, the SS knew that the shoes of 
murdered children would only be of use for German 
families back home ifthey came in pairs. 

When the Jews were finally pushed inside the gas 
chamber, thetrickery didnot end. Thesign onthe doors 
read, “To the baths”. In crematorium, the ceiling was 
dotted with fakeshowerheads. (Even the gasitself was 
part of the deception: the manufacturers of Zyklon B 
hadaltered their product, ridding itofthealmondsmell 
that, previously, had actedasa warning toanyonewho 
got within inhalation distance.) 

Walter soon understood that all this was not some 
cruel and elaborate joke. It hada clear and rational 
purpose. That much was plain from his own work on 
the ramp. He and his fellow slaves of the “clearing 
command” were under the strictest orders not to 
breatheawordtoanybody gettingoffthe trains. There 
was tobeno contact whatsoever. Walter had seen what 
would happen if that rule were broken. 

One night there came a transport from the 
concentration-camp-cum-ghetto of Theresienstadtin 
Czechoslovakia. One of those disembarking was awell- 
dressed Czech mother, holding the hands of her two 
small children, and she was clearly relieved to have 
arrived at last. She said as much to a German officer: 
“Thank God we're here.” She was one of those deportes 
who believed that thenationof GoetheandKantwould 
at last bring a measure of sanity to proceedings. That 
proved too much for one of Walter’s young comrades 
who, as he ran past her, hissed words meant both to 
scold and warn: “You'll soon be dead.” 

Thewoman looked notsomuch scaredas affronted 
by thisintrusion froma ghoulish maninpyjamastripes, 
his breath foul, his head shaved, a prisoner who was 
surely therefore some kind of criminal. Instantly, she 
approacheda German officer asifshe were the aggrieved 
patron ofaPraguedepartmentstore, demandingto see 
the manager. “Officer, oneof the gangstershastoldme 
thatIandmychildrenaretobekilled,”she complained, 
in perfect German. 

The SS man, gloved, his uniform creased in all the 
right places, gave her his mostbenign and trustworthy 
smile and said: “My dear lady, we are civilised people. 
Which gangstersaid this to you? If you wouldbeso kindas 
topointhimout.” Shedidasshewasasked,and the officer 
tookouthisnotebookand quietly wrote down the number 
of the prisoner, visible on the man’s tunic. Afterwards, 
when every thing was finished and all the people had 
gone, the officer sought out that prisoner and had him 
taken behind the wagons and shot. Walter was among 
those whocarriedhis corpseback tothe camp. Ataround 
the same time, the woman who had complained was 
gassed, along with her two young children. 

Running backandforthon the Judenrampefor those 
1olongmonths, whether carryingcorpsesor suitcases, 
Walter gradually understood why the Nazis were so 
bent on keeping their victims ignorant of their fate, 
even to the last. They needed their killing machine to 
run smoothly and without disruption. Given the time 
pressure the SS were often under, with another 
transport coming down the track, there was no room 
for delay caused by panicor, worse, rebellion. 

Iewasessential that the Jews coming offthose trains 
did notknow what fate awaited them. If they did, they 
might begin to cry out, they might start pushing 
and shoving, they mightrefuse toform columns, inneat 
rowsoffive, andinstead rush or the barbed-wire fences 
or at their captors. True, they would be 
overwhelmed eventually: the SS carried >> 
submachine guns and their victims had 


Hungarian Jews arrive at 
Auschwitz in June 1944 
(above and right). Walter 
Rosenberg (left) and 
fellow prisoner Fred 
Wetzler together hatched 
a daring plan to escape 
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nothing buttheir ownbodies, weakened by hunger and 
thirst. But, still, there were sometimes a thousand or 
more peopleon that platform, outnumberingthe Nazis 
by pethaps1o toone. Ifthe Jews knew what was coming, 
what sand might they be able to throw in the gears of 
themachine that was poised todevour them? They might 
not stop it, butthey could slow itdown. 

Walter saw itwith new clarity. The differencebetween 
truth andlies was the differencebetweenlifeand death. 
The factory of murder that the Nazis had constructed in 
this accursed place depended onone cardinal principle: 
that the people who came to Auschwitz did not know 
where they were going, or for what purpose. That was 
the premise on which the entire system was built. 
Auschwitz was an abattoir and Walter had seen enough 
of thosein the countryside ofhis native Slovakia toknow 
thatitis much easierto slaughter lambs than itis to hunt 
deer. If you haveto catchanimalsindividually, hunting 
them down one by one, it is slow, awkward work. Itis 
never as fast or efficient as driving thousands ata time, 
herdedand neatly organised, towards heirdeaths. The 
Nazis had devised a method that would operate likea 
well-run slaughterhouserather than a shootingparty. 

Walter understood it well because he was standing 
every day and every night on the threshold of the 
abattoir. The sight of it nearly broke him. In those 
1omonths, there were some fellow prisoners who feared 
Walter was about to crack. But just at the point when 
he might have come apart, he was filled instead with 
a hotand unstoppable urge: he had to act. Somebody 
had to escapeand sound thealarm, issuing the waming 
that Auschwitz meant death. Around thetimehe turned 
18, Walter concluded that person should be him. 


ON7 APRIL 1944, AFTER DAYS OF DELAY, weeks 
of obsessive preparation, months of watching the failed 
attempts of others, and two years of seeing the depths 
towhich human beings could sink, themoment had 
finally come. Itwas time toescape. 

The two other prisoners were already there, at the 
designated spot. Wordlessly, they gave the nod: do it 
now. Walter and fellow inmate Fred Wetzler did not 
hesitate. They climbed on top ofa woodpile, covering 
a hole that had been prepared by other would-be 
escapees, found the opening and dropped inside. 
A-second later, their comrades moved the planks into 
place above their heads. One of them whispered: 
“Bon voyage.” Then all was darkand silent. 

Without delay, Walter set to work. Hepulled outthe 
machorka, the cheap, Soviet tobacco the Red Army 
captain had told him about, soakedinpetroland dried, 
exactly asinstructed, Slowly, he began to wedge itinto 
the cracks between the wooden boards, hopingagainst 
hope thatthe Soviet prisoner of war was right, thatthe 
scent would be repellent to dogs. If the captain’s 
confidence was well founded, Walter and Fred should 
beabletocrouchin thisbunker beneath the woodpile, 
silent and undisturbed, for exactly as long as they 
needed: three days and three nights. 

Walter stared at the phosphorescent hands of his 
watch. Time was crawling. He wanted to stand up, to 
stretch, buthe could dono such thing. It was too risky 
totalk. Atone point, Walter felt Fred, who at25 was six 
years older than him -both of them from thesamesmall 
Slovak town of Trnava - take his hand and squeeze it. 

At6pm that Friday nightcame the shriek of the siren. 
Itwasahowl to make theair vibrateand the blood freeze 
inyourveins, athousand wolf packs baying in unison, 
The noise was appalling, but every inmate welcomed 
it: it meant thatat least one of their number had been 
found missing from the evening roll call, possibly 
escaped. That was their cue. Fred and Walter moved 
out of the main space under the woodpile, which had 
been built to hold four, and wriggled into a kind of 
passageway that could accommodate only two. It was 
intended to be an extra layer of protection: a hiding 
place within the hiding place. The pair crammed in and 
lay dead still, side by side. 


THEY LAY DEAD 
STILL, SIDE BY 
SIDE IN THE HOLE. 
TWO GERMANS 
APPROACHED THE 
HIDING PLACE, 
WALTER GRABBED 
HIS KNIFE 


Left: Rosenberg, who 
changed his name to 
Rudolf Vrba, with his then 
wife Gerta and daughter 
Helena in 1953. 

Below: Vrba in Frankfurt 
to testify against accused 
former SS guards at 
Auschwitz, 1964 
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Theyknew what the siren wouldbring, The pounding 
of close on2,000 pairs of jackboots, tramping across 
the ground, the senior men alternately swearing and 
barking orders, their dogs slavering as they rooted out 
any sign of frail, quivering human life, 200 of them, 
trained and primed for this very purpose. The search 
had begun and it would not let up for three days. 

Fred and Walter couldbe precise about thatbecause 
the Nazishada security protocol fromwhich they never 
deviated. This outer partofthecamp, where prisoners 
laboured as slaves, was guarded only during the 
daylight hours when the inmates were working. No 
need to watch overit atnight, when every last prisoner 
was herded back inside theinner camp, with its double 
ines of electrified wire fences. 

There was only one exception to that rule. If an 
inmate was missing, presumed to have attempted 
an escape, the SSkeptup the outerring ofarmedsentry 
posts, for 72 hours as they searched. After that, they 
would conclude that the escapee, or escapees, had got 
away: from then on, it would be the responsibility of 
the Gestapo to scour the wider region and find them. 
If a prisoner could somehow hide in the outer area, 
during those three daysandnightsafter thealarmhad 
been sounded - as Walter and Fred were doingnow - 
then he would emergeon the fourth nightintoanouter 
camp that was unguarded. He could escape. 

Somehow the hours dragged their way through 
Saturday to reach Sunday. The SS kept up the search. 
Fred and Walter frozeas they heardtwomen, Germans, 
amatter of yardsaway. Itwasinthe early afternoon, and 
they could pick up every word. “They can’t have got 
away,” said one. “They must be still in the camp.” The 
Germans began speculating about Fred and Walter's 
likely hiding places. “How about that pile of wood?” 

Walter and Fred did not move. The two Germans 
climbed on top of the woodpile, which they proceeded 
todismantle, boardby board. Walter grabbedhis knife, 
Fred did the same. And then, not for the first time, 
Walter's life was saved by a random moment of good 
luck. Far off there wasa sudden commotion, the voices 
distantbutexcited. Fredand Walter couldhearthemen 
just above them pause, their ears 
seemingly cocked to pick up what was >> 
happening. A second passed. Then 
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another. Finally, oneof the pair said: “They’vegotthem! 
C'mon ... Hurry.” And, down below, Fred and Walter 
heard their would-be discoverers scramble away. 
Sunday night passed into Monday. Themorning shift 
returned, bringing with it the same din, the same 
barking, bothhuman and animal, for another 1ohours, 
each minute passing at the same agonising pace. 
At6.30pm, Walter and Fred finally heard thesound 
they had longed for. Announced loudly, it rang out: 
Postenkette abzichen! It wasthe order to take down the 
grosse Postenkette, the outer chain of sentry posts, 
shouted from onewatchtowerto thenextand then the 
next, circlingthe entire perimeter. To Fred and Walter, 
those words, bellowed outby themenwho had enslaved 
them and murdered hundreds of thousands of their 
people, sounded like the sweetest music. It was an 
admission of defeat by the SS, recognition that they 
had failed torecapturethe two prisonerstheyhadlost. 
For Walter, even inching out of the side cavity sent 
asharp pain shootingthrough his arms, legs, trunkand 
neck. His muscles were stiff and cold, his first 
movements jerky and uncertain. Finally they were in 
the main pit. They hugged each other in the darkness. 
Nowtheytook adeep breath and pressed theirpalms 
against the roof, tryingto givethe bottom board apush. 
Butit would notmove. They tried another spot. Still it 
would not budge. Had they accidentally sealed 
themselves into their own tomb? They had assumed 
that, if you could pilea plank on, you could take it off. 
Butliftingboardsis easy fromabove. Notsofrombelow, 
when the weight of the entire stack is pressing down. 
Shoving in tandem, grunting with pain, they 
managed tolift one of the bottom planks no more than 
aninch. Butitwas enough to give them purchase. Now 
they could get hold of it, just enough to shove it 
sideways. Fred turned to Walter with asmile. “Thank 
God for those Germans who nearly found us,” he 


whispered. “If they hadn’t moved those planks, we'd 
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have been trapped.” They summoned their strength 
again, shiftingand shovingthe boardsuntil they could, 
with excruciating effort, haul themselves up and out. 
Atlast, they had done it. They were out of that hole in 
the ground. Exhausted from the exertion andthe three 
days’ confinement, the two men paused to take in the 
night sky. It was clear; the moon was shining. 

Theyneededtoget going, butfirst they puttheboards 
back in their original position. Part of it was a 
determination tobe thorough, toleaveno clue for those 
who would be here the next morning. But part of itwas 
thehope thatthis concealed hole might serveasan escape 
hatch for someone else. Fred and Walter were on their 
way to becoming the first Jews to engineer their own 
escape from Auschwitz. They didnotwant tobe thelast. 

Then they headed west, towards thelittlebirch wood 
that gave Birkenau itsname. They advancednoton foot, 
buton their stomachs, inching along, commandostyle. 
They did not get up until they had reached the trees, 
the same small forest that held the pits that had once 
bumed compses day and night. 

The perimeter fence was notlike the ones they had 
known from the inner camp. It did not have lights 
attached to each post; the wire wasnot electrified. Even 
so, the pair were taking no chances. They had fashioned 
inadvance something that could function as a kind of 
clothes peg, protecting their hands as, working from 
the bottom, they lifted the wireabove the ground. That 
madean openingbig enough for them to crawl through. 

‘Now they were on the other side of the fence. They 
would stay closetoit, walking anear-completecircuit. 
Before long, they passed theinner camp, the lightsthat 
marked its perimeter warm and glowing. If you did not 
know better, the sight could almost look cosy, given 
the barren bleaknessalll around. Except they did know 
better. For they could also see the chimneys of the 
crematoria, pumping out their greenish-blue, oil- 
refinery flamesand their thick smoke of death. The pair 


tookalast look, as clear asthey had everbeen that they 
never wanted to see this place again. 

They kept on, walking as stealthily as they could, 
their limbs still stiff, slowed down by the marshy 
terrain. At about 2am, crossing open moorland, they 
reached a signpost with a warning to those coming in 
the opposite direction: “Attention! This is Auschwitz 
Concentration Camp. Anyone foundon these lands will 
be shot without warning!” 

Ithad taken them far too long, but they had at last 
reached the end of the vast “zone of interest” that 
enveloped the camp. Fora momentatleast, they could 
congratulate themselves. On10 April 1944 theyhad each 
achieved whatno Jew had donebefore: they hadbroken 
outof Auschwitz, Andnowthey wouldembark ontheir 
true mission: towarn the world of the horrors within @ 


After escaping the camp, Walter and Fred went on the 
run, trekking across Nazi-occupied Poland, without a 
‘map or compass, to reach Slovakia. There, they wrote a 
32-page report, the first detailed account of the mass 
slaughter under way in Auschwitz-Birkenau. It would 
eventually reach Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt 
and the pope, and by a series of extraordinary moves 
save 200,000 Jewish lives. While in hiding, Walter 
adopted an alias - Rudolf Vrba - aname he would keep 
until his death in Vancouver in 2006, aged 81. His life 
would take a series of unexpected turns ~ and include 
several more escapes - but he never stopped testifying to 
what he had seen, determined that the world should 
know the truth of Auschwitz, 


This is an edited extract from The Escape Artist: The 
Man Who Broke Out of Auschwitz to Warn the World 
by Jonathan Freedland (ohn Murray Press, £20). To 
orderacopy for £17.40, goto guardianbookshop.com. 
Jonathan Freedland talks to Hadley Freeman about 
the book ina Guardian Live event at 8pm on21 June. 
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TASTEY 


his outrageous new 
novel will save camp 


CULTURE 


Film-maker and ‘filth elder’ John Waters 
has made a career out of generating shocks. 
Nowa debut novelist, was his book's talking 
gay penis too much for his publisher's 


sensitivity editor? 


Words: Catherine Bray 
Portrait: Stephen Voss 


F JOHN WATERS had existed 
inancientRome-andhe’d bethe first 
topointout thathe’s been around for 
awhile now - they would have made 
him the god of pop culture. The 
directorhas atendency tomaterialise 
in zeitgeist-defining moments, like 
one of those urban legends where it 
turns outthesamespooky guy wasin 
every single family photograph 
When The Simpsons redefined the 
sitcominthe1990s, Waters was there, 
cameoing as Homer’s gay best friend. When comedy 
prank phenomenon Jackass horrified pearl-clutchers 
everywhereinthe2000s, Waters was there, appearing 
as a magician in a skit with Jason “Wee Man” Acuiia. 
When RuPaul’s Drag Race pulled drag cultureinto the 
mainstream in the2010s, itdedicated awhole episode 
toguestjudge John Waters, with skits based on his films 
Pink Flamingos andFemale Trouble. Andinthe2020s, 
you could find him in the none-more-hip comedy- 
drama Search Party, selling children to gay couples, 
whichashe points outis “Pink Flamingosall over again. 
Pve come full circle.” 

Even if you have never seen one of Waters’ dozen 
feature films, youve probably sensed his presence. For 
a director whose early work saw him tagged variously 
as the Pope of Trash, the Sultan of Sleaze, the Duke of 
Dirt, the BaronofBad Taste, the King of PukeandQueer 
Confucius, he is blessed with a level of influence 
that belies his outsider status. Perhaps that’s because 
he’s not confined to the midnight movie circuit: a 
talented conceptual artist, he’s also an Officer of the 
Order of Arts and Letters in France. The Baltimore 
Museum of Art's bathroomsare named after the man, 
forcrying outloud. 

But speaking to Waters, you would never guess you 
were encountering someone sorevered. As per usual, 
heis in Baltimore, Maryland, wherehe has essentially 
lived for his entire life, enjoying hisstatus as the city’s 
patron sinner. His manner throughout an hour spent 
chatting is mild, engaged and perpetually amused. 
Despite the title of his last nonfiction book, Mr Know- 
1-All: heTarnished Wisdom of aFilthElder, itdoesn’t 
feel as though he is making any great claims to having 
things all figured out. Perhaps that’s because 
he’sjust done something he’snever done before. Meet 
John Waters: debut novelist. The novel in question, 
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Liarmouth, is Waters toitscore. Any thing can and does 
happen, in an anarchic, zesty burlesque that 
takes the reader on a tour through subcultures as 
diverse as a rimming rights group, a plastic surgery 
outfit for pets, a feral pack of trampoline-addiction 
advocates and the underground world of 
baggage carousel suitcase heists. It is available now 
from all good bookshops. 

Waters’ preferred subject matter may be filth, but 
his manners remain impeccable. [happen tomention 
thatone of my favourite momentsin Liarmouthisaline 
spoken ata funeral: “Even God thoughtshewasacunt.” 
Charmingly, in conversation, Waters self-censors 
what he refers to as “the C-word” when discussingits 
culturalnuances. 

“That’sactually theline thatmostpeoplehavesaid 
is theirfavouritelinein the whole book. Butoverthere, 
where youare in the UK, theC-word ismild."Iconfirm 
this enthusiastically, saying thatit’s probably one of 
the UK’s favourite words, especially in Scotland. 
He chuckles. “Well, here it is almost the worst thing 
you can say. It’s right around the corner from the 
N-word. It means very different things in the two 
different countries. But the C-word can still be funny 
ifitis used ina ridiculous way.” 


WHAT IS MOST IMPRESSIVE and rare about 
Liarmouth is that it feels put together with a loose, 
punky attitude, butat the same time has clearly been 
crafted with care and attention. “I worked foryearson 
it,” he says. “I think when I finally turned itin, it was 
the seventh or eighth draft. always wantit to sound 
just like Twas telling you a story, but to getiit to sound 
like that takes lots of drafts.” So it may be gonzo filth, 
butit’s finely wrought gonzo filth; filth that puts the 
anal inartisanal.A couple ofincidentsarelifted directly 
from Waters’ life. Readers of his autobiographical 
“tasteful book about bad taste”, Shock Value, may 
recall the very young Waters attempting to grift 
a department store, claiming his sneakers had been 
chewed up by the escalators. 

“Yes! Ididdo that. ButThave never stolena suitcase 
offa baggage carousel. The stealing thesuitcasething 
is easier than ever now, because they don’t check, 
anywhere in the world, they don’t check the baggage 
claims, buttherippingyourtennisshoes 
on the escalator thing would be harder, 
becausethe tennisshoes areso different 
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now and nobody would believe you, they would 
just throw you out. That's the only scam in the book 
Teveractually did.” 

His claims of suitcase-theft innocence do lose abit 
ofcredibilityat this point, becauseimmediately afterhe 
tells me this, I remember that there's also a bit in 
the novel about shoplifting clothes that strongly 
resembles another scam from his autobiography. He 
backtracks charmingly. 

“Oh, I did do that. I forgot that one. Yep, I did that, 
too, You go in the store and you put the store clothes 
right on top of what you’re wearing and say: ‘Is the 
manager here? I’dlike to apply forajob’ And then you 
sit there and fill outa form with fake names. And they 
never think you're stealing when you do that.” 

Shoplifting capersaside, most ofthe book is far more 
removed from reality. One of the storylines involves 
not justatalking penis called Richard butthe spiritual 
growth of said organ, as he comes out as gay and 
becomesa feminist. amnotsurel’ve ever read anything 
quite like it before. 

“There have been talking penises before in other 
fiction, I’msure,” Waters says. “Butthere has never, as 
far as Iknow, been something witha gay penis below 
the waist but the man [Daryl] above it was straight. 
That's notbisexual, that’s anew battle, when you can’t 
control your own organ. The sexual politics are very 
confused. And the talkingis just the beginning of the 
troubles, because then he doesn’ tlike Daryl’streatment 
of women, Sohebecomesagay feministand givesDaryl 
arude little lesson, a taste of his own medicine.” 


AS EVER WITH WATERS, this subject matter is the 
kind of thing designed to give a censor a headache. So 
isitnice towrite anoveland nothave to submititto the 
Motion Picture Association (MPA)? “It is. Butwhattook 
their place was the scary thing of a sensitivity editor, 
Idon’tknow ifyouhave them in the publishing houses 
of the UK? We sentit to one and she never called back 
and wouldn’t take the phone call.” 

Sensitivity editors (who, as the name suggests, are 
employed to advise on areas of a book that may cause 
offence), doubtless have a function in some areas of 
publishing, but that place is along way from Waters’ 
work. Itwould belike sensitivity-editinga Hieronymus 
Bosch painting. What on earth could you say? “We're 
not too sure about the depiction of violence against 
women herein the deepest pits of hell, Mr Bosch.” 

Luckily, Waters hasa team who gethis humour, but 
will challengehim. “Thavemy editor, Jonathan Galassi, 
who edits all my books, and he said: ‘Don’t worry, Pll 
stickupfor everything.’ Talso have three great women 
that are really good copy editorsthat worked with me. 
They wouldsay: Well, today you kind of can’tsay that, 
and you wouldthink: ‘Yeah, you know, you're actually 
right.’ If youmakeitmore politically correct, sometimes 
itmakes the same pointbutitmay actually be funnier.” 

And they really justnever ever heard back from the 
sensitivity editor? “This person just quit, [don’tknow 
what happened! I didn’t push it. We tried. But are 
sensitivity editors the new MPA? Ina way, yes. The MPA, 
though, is more conservative. Itused to be dumb, old, 
white men. And, in my case in Baltimore,a dumb, old, 
white woman who hada fourth-grade education, who 
was a censor, and she would say: ‘Don’t tell me about 
sex, I was married to an Italian.” 

While there are surely tone-deaf novels out there 
thatcould use asensitivity edit, weare probably talking 
aboutbooksthatareaiming for, youknow, sensitivity, 
Aportrait of life as itis lived. Waters couldn’tcare less 
about lifeas itis lived, 

“A lot of stuff that happens is pretty hideous, and 
pretty unimaginable. Butthat’s whatmakesmefeel good 
because Iread a book to go into another world or enter 
someoneelse’s universe. Even iff’m horrified by it, ove 


Waters’ world 
(From top) Pink 
Flamingos, 1972, 
first in the director's 
“trash trilogy’; with 
his friend 'that bitch 
Joan Rivers! in 2007 


‘People who say 
“Igotothe movies 
to feel good” 
Well Lalways 
move away from 
that person’ 


that.” He becomes more passionate as he explains the 
core tenet of Liarmouth, andalll his work: “I don’t buy 
fiction tomake myself feel good’ orgo to themovies to 
‘feel good’. People whosay: ‘Oh, Igo to the movies to feel 
good’... Well, Lalways move away from that person.” 

Does his work, with allits feel-bad twistsandturns, 
ever surprise Watershimself? “That’s my job, thinking 
up fucked-up things. That’s what I do fora living. So 
that doesn’t surprise me, What surprises me is when 
Icanmake myself laugh outloud. Well, then I know it 
really is a good joke, because that’s very hard to do.” 
He chuckles again. 

TheWaters chuckle, by the way, isathing ofbeauty. 
It's tempting to editorialise andsayhehas afilthylaugh 
but, actually, it’smoreimpish than that. He’sa puckish 
figure, capable of finding humour in someof the worst 
aspects of humanity - thisis, afterall, a guy whoin his 
youth followed the MansonFamily trials with theavid 


devotion ofa BTSstan. He doeshave redlines, though. 
“ThethingsI’mshockedaboutarealwaysstupid things, 
like this idiot racist who just killed people [in Buffalo, 
‘New York, last month]. Imean, that’s shocking to me, 
butnotin a good way.” 

Maybe this is a function of the dark timeline we all 
appeartobe inhabiting, which creepsinto conversation 
about even the most uplifting topics. We get on to 
discussingthe Waters tribute episode of theUS version 
of RuPaul’s Drag Race, which featured a truly glorious 
Edith Massey impression by drag queen Ginger Minj, 
channelling the Egg Lady from Pink Flamingos. (Waters 
and Minj stayed in touch, with Minj hosting a recent 
book-tour Q&A.) Theepisode culminated inan “ugliest 
dress” runway challenge and I ask whether that kind 
ofchallengewould even bepossiblenow, at amoment 
when fashion’s elite seem tobe bringing back some of 
theugliestlooks everto grace amillennium-era runway. 
I's not an especially serious question, but Waters 
surprises me with a serious answer. 

“Trump ruined it,”he says. “As soon as Trump was 
president, itjust ended the humour oft. He was the 
nailinthecoffin. He's the first person that had accidental 
bad taste that wasn’t funny. Usually, accidental bad 
taste is what camp originally meant, Buttoday people 
uy toohard. AndI think thatnever works. Becausetrue 
camp is innocent, it doesn’t do things on purpose. It 
takes itself very seriously.” 

If that’s the case, then Waters himself cannot be 
described as camp, as much ashe is an eternal queer 
icon, because he absolutely refuses to take things too 
seriously. Ishe worried aboutoffendingpeople? “Well, 
IthinkLiarmouthisweirdbutIdon’tthinkit’s offensive 
in political correctness ways, and ifitis,’mmaking a 
joke about it. 1am parodying everything. I think I'm 
parodying writing a novel in the first place, by even 
callingita ‘feel-bad romance’, something that no one 
would put on their book.” 

Sohe’snot nervous? “Areyou kidding? Of coursel’m 
nervous!” he shrieks. I remember then that, although 
Lam talkin gto Waters, 'malsotalking toa publishing 
debutante. How delicious to carve out a career for 
60-odd years, and then turn round and write yourfirst 
novel. There aren't many artists still breaking new 
groundin their 70s. Perhaps thatis why he’s constantly 
winning new fans, who flock to events such as his 
current live show, False Negative. “They're younger 
than they’ve ever been, which is greatly, greatly 
encouraging. And lots of them cry and say: ‘You’ ve 
really saved my life. You mademe feelsomuch better.’ 
Which takes me aback, to be honest. I’m flattered. But 
my fansare the best, they’re smart, they're polite.” 

His newest fansmay be young, but assomeone who 
has been working for more than 50 years, Watersisa 
man who has had to experience the deaths of far too 
many friends and collaborators, from the tragically 
young - David Lochary and Divine, both stars of his 
earlier work - to greats such as Joan Rivers. He pays 
a brief, and very Waters-ish tribute to Rivers in 
Liarmouth, in the form of a dog that has had so much 
plastic surgery it looks like her. They were friends for 
years. Rivers invited Waters and Divine on to her 
talkshow when they were just starting out. They 
appeared on the home-shopping network together, 
unsuccessfully hawking DVDs of Waters’ film Desperate 
Living. Solask him abouther, wonderingif this willbe 
the moment that promptssomemelancholy reflection. 
He laughs that inimitable Waters laugh again. “That 
bitchbeatmeat theGrammys! Wewereboth nominated, 
for ouraudiobooks, but she died that year and won.” 

Iv’sthe Waters philosophyin anutshell:lifegoes on, 
and deathis deflected with a punchline. Longmay the 
Sultan of Sleaze reign. 
Liarmouthisout now. John Waters’ show False Negative 
isat the Barbican Hall, London, Friday. 
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Sample fantastic folk by the sea 
Celebrating its 30th year in 2022, Leigh folk festival 
professes to be the largest free event of its kind in 
the UK. Taking a wide, inclusive view of the genre, 
it offers music, dance, comedy and poetry, with 
more than 150 performances across three stages. 
Some of the particularly intimate evening events 
come with a small ticket fee, but with so much on 
offer in the daytime, there is plenty to keep the 
whole family amused. 

Leigh folk festival, Leigh-on-Sea, 

23 to 26 June 


Give the kids a festival experience 
FD ireten of sending your pop-loving teen 
offto their first big music festival fills you 
with fear, ease them in with Youth Beatz in 
Dumfries. Its naff name might lose it some 
credibility, but with sets from Ella Eyre, Pixie Lott, 
Jonas Blue and Hrvy across two days, it’s a great 
way to appease their appetite forindependence, 
finishing ata curfew-friendly 10pm. Under-11s will 
need to be accompanied by an adult, but older kids 
are free to enter alone. 
Youth Beatz, Dumfries, 25 & 26 June 
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You don't have to shell out to enjoy music, film, 
theatre, art and comedy: from Francis Bacon 
in Aberdeen to docs in Sheffield, standup in 
Manchester, and the Notting Hill carnival, 
here's how to get your culture kicks for free 


rock landmarks 

Lace up your comfiest Chuck Taylors and hit 
the streets to learn more about its rock’n'roll history, 
tracing important album cover locations, recording 
venues and legendary gig spots from the 60s to the 
present day. Free Tours by Foot’s walks last around 
two hours and are available all year round; bring 
snacks and a flask for real budget savvy. Ifyou have 
some cash, pay-as-you-feel donations areappreciated, 
‘Sreetoursbyfoot.com 


Gowildinthe aisles at Rough Trade 
Fil tpecretetingtosverve the hefty cost of 

a big gig ticket, instore appearances can be 
an affordable way to discover your new favourite 
act. Rough Trade’s Nottingham branch offers a 
range of free intimate performances with local artists, 
while the store’s upcoming London events allow you 
toget up close and personal with Alfie Templeman, 
Soccer Mommy and Dry Cleaning. While tickets for 
shows are often thrown in for the price of an album 
pre-order, keep an eye open for book launches, 
signings and Q&As, too, for genuinely free experiences 
that help you get closer to the music you love. 
roughtrade.com/gb/events 


Celebrate Caribbean culture 

Bee seen three generations of the same family 
all twerking outin the street? A celebration 

of Caribbean culture, west London's Notting Hill 

carnival is free in both senses of the word, guaranteed 

toring out party jubilance after two years of 

virtual-only celebration. Get down early either on 

Sunday (children’s day) or bank holiday Monday to 

stake outa good spot for the parades, or lose yourself 

in the crowd to the steel pan bands, sound systems, 

and food stalls. Over in Yorkshire, you can 

experience similarly good vibes at Leeds's own 

West Indian Camival. 

Notting Hill, 27 to29 August; Potternewton Park, 

29 August 


5 Qe a leisurely stroll round some London 


Providing every thing from lo-fi study 

soundtracks to party-popping house, London- 
based online radio station NTS (nts.live) isa true 
music lover’s paradise, with a roster of enviably cool 
presenters. Tell your mates that it’s BBQ-BYOB, crank 
up one of its themed “infinite mixtapes” (we're 
particular fans of Poolside), and enjoy your very own 
back garden festival, reaping the social rewards of 
impeccable taste with none of the curatorial effort. 
Jenessa Williams 


5 Mix up yourlistening habits 


Illustrations: Hannah Robinson 


Enjoy free films - and some Miami vice - by the river 
The 2022 edition of London’s family-friendly 
riverside arts festival Summer by the River - with 
various free events taking place between London 
Bridge Pier and City Hall - has a Miami Beach 
theme. Open-air venue The Scoop will be showing 
movies at 7pm, including jubilee-appropriate 
animation The Queen’s Corgi, triple-threat sequel 
Spider-Man: No Way Home and asingalong 
screening of Frozen. A pop-up bar offers pia 
coladas to stressed parents. 
londonbridgecity.co.uk, to 2 September 


Stream onwithouta subscription 
Bama asea of streamers, the IMDbTV 
channel never gained much traction, 
despite offering totally free access to films and 
TV series (with automated but relatively innocuous 
ad breaks). Relaunched as Freevee earlier this year 
by Amazon, it now boasts an expanding slate of 
original programming - including the dad-friendly 
crime procedural Bosch: Legacy - but is worth a 
rummage for its eccentric back catalogue of vintage 
titles such as the 1983 Michael Caine face-swap 
oddity The Jigsaw Man. 
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Catch a cult summer screening 

The community-run Queen’s Park Arena 

on the south side of Glasgow features a 
programme of free-but-ticketed cult movies 
through June, July and the last weekend in August. 
Chilling thriller The Thing and car-wrecking soul 
revue The Blues Brothers are among the offerings, 
with foam mats provided to take the cold edge off 
the stone steps (maybe still take a blanket). Ticket 
holders get first dibs on seats but screenings are 
open toall from 7.15pm. 
Queens Park Arena, Glasgow, to29 August 


Wallow in subscription-free film 

and TV nostalgia 

Talking Pictures TV is an independent 
goldmine of archive telly and film that began 
broadcasting in 2015 and rapidly became a word- 
of-mouth hit. Despite being run by a tiny team, 
the channel launched its own on-demand streaming 
service last December (perhaps inspired by constant 
tweets from viewers who had just missed their 
favourite episode of The Champions). Registration is 
required, and there are pre-screening ad rolls, but 
TPTV Encore remains a homespun treat. 
tptvencore.co.uk 


‘Treat the family to films and workshops 

in a pop-up space 

Preston’s new Mobile Event Tent (MET) is 
an octangular, multi-use space ingeniously 
constructed from stretch fabricand modified 
shipping containers. Now sited in the city’s 
northern Harris Quarter near Preston markets, the 
METis hostinga varied summer programme of 
events and workshops; June's family-friendly 
screenings under canvas include fuzzy sequel 
Trolls World Tour, stirring fantasy Raya the Last 
Dragon and retro goblin fave Labyrinth, with free 
tickets available on Eventbrite. 
Mobile Event Tent, Preston, to 29 June 


Feed your brain with free documentaries 

This year’s edition of the long-running 

Sheffield DocFest kicks off with buzzy music 
doc Moonage Daydream, an “experiential cinematic 
odyssey” into the artistic life of David Bowie. You'll 
need to cough up for that opening film but the 
festival also featuresa full programme of free 
screenings - plus talks, exhibitions and other events 
~ open toll during the festival run. Sign up for the 
newsletter at the website for up-to-date 2022 details. 
Various venues, Sheffield, 23 to 28 June 
Graeme Virtue 


Delight in Dorothea Tanning’s surreal seating 
A comfy chair threatens to eat youalive. Dorothea 
‘Tanning was one of the last great artists of the 
surrealist movement, and this is one of her 
strangely compelling late works that morph into 
installation art, She covered aFrench chair witha 
leopardskin print, found she had some fabric left 
and gaveit atail, which turns it from decor into 
something menacing. One of a fine collection of 
surrealist classics on view hereas partof the free 
‘New Arrivals exhibition. 

Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art 

(Modern One), Edinburgh 


Getlostin Uccello’s forest 
A party of Renaissance dudes are out 
hunting, dressed in bright finery that 

glows against the darkness of the woodland 

into which they race. Uccello was fascinated 

by perspective, the science of depicting space 

accurately, and in The Hunt in the Forest he gives 

itan eerie twistas we follow the dogs and hunters 
towardsa vanishing point in the woods. Will they 
ever come out? 

Ashmolean Museum, Oxford 


Stare into the eyes of 

Francis Bacon’s profound Pope I 

Itseems incredible that one of Bacon’s most 
visionary works hangs in a free city art collection 
rather than being stashed away in the mansion 
of some rich collector. I saw it when lonely and 
hungover, and it genuinely made my day. Bacon has 
depicted a generic pope as an imprisoned fellow 
soul who stares into your eyes. This is one of the 
most profound modem artworks in Britain, And 
itwill cost you nothing but your ease of mind. 
Aberdeen Art Gallery 


Creep around the crypt of Sir John 

Soane’s Museum 

This place, in Holborn, central London, is 
like entering the mind of a brooding Romantic. 
Itis an art installation with coloured light (created 
by stained glass), narrow passages, a dark crypt 
and a fine collection of works including Canaletto’s 
View of Venice. Soane - the 19th-century architect 
of the Bank of England and Dulwich Picture 
Gallery - createditin the early 19th century and 
itstill preserves its moody poetry of space. Why 
fork out for the London Dungeon when you can 
see the Sarcophagus of Seti I for free? 


Ponder piracy with Ellen Gallagher's 

Bird in Hand 

A pirate froma troubled dream stands like 
an accusing ghost in this painting on view in 
Liverpool's historic Albert Dock, where you may 
start thinking about slave ships even before you 
see it. Gallagher weaves a magic realist evocation 
of the Caribbean in this image of a wooden-legged 
reprobate with hair spreading like seaweed in a 
‘Sargasso sea of the past’s tendrils. Just one of a 
powerful selection of Tate works to see for free. 
Tate Liverpool 


See Van Gogh’s Sunflowers close up - 

plus masters galore 

Don’t pay out foran immersive Van Gogh 
“experience”, Instead go and see one of his greatest 
paintings for free. No virtual Van Gogh can replace 
the heartbreaking reality of the brushstrokes that 
cost him so much pain and struggle to produce, 
the furrows in the yellow, the desperate hope and 
love he put into these flowers. Don’t miss Leonardo 
da Vinci, Caravaggio, Michelangelo, Monet 
and Artemisia Gentileschiin the same collection, 


all for nothing. >> 


National Gallery, London 
Jonathan Jones 
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Get immersed in street theatre happenings 
South-east London will be filled with music, dance 
and foam in this year’s Greenwich and Docklands 
international festival. Some of the most anticipated 
events include The Sky Is Filled With Thunder, an 
immersive audio experience about children’s hopes 
and fears, and House of Oakand Iron, a dance response 
tocolonial history. A9.7m (32ft) artwork arrives from 
Burning Man, and the German artist Stephanie Lining 
bringsa tidal wave of candy-coloured foam. 
Greenwich and Docklands, 26 August to 11 September 


Everyone over the age of six is invited up on 

stage at this celebratory event with poet Simon 
Mole and musician Gecko. Witha soundtrack of 
high-energy songs, families ofall shapes and sizes 
will be encouraged to play games, write apoem, sing 
along and have a big picnic. Make sure to BYOB 
(bring your own biscuits). Part of Norwich theatre's 
inclusive family festival, other free activities include 
a choir, a craft workshop and amini-ravers’ club. 
Norwich Theatre Royal, 27 July 


7 Devouraplethora of poems, songs - and biscuits 


Music, theatre and poetry will take over 

Sheffield’s Tudor Square for one weekend in 
July. Organised by the University of Sheffield and 
Yellow Bus Events, and shining a light on local 
performers, Together in the Square’s acts are still 
to be determined butalll will be free to watch. This 
eventis part of the city’s celebration of the Uefa 
Women's Euro 2022, with Sheffield and Rotherham 
hosting matches throughout the month. 
Tudor Square, Sheffield, 26 & 27 July 


Talk and eat your way to 
2 better understanding 

Eating together opens up intimate avenues of 
conversation. For Lift festival’s highly participatory 
Kitchen Conversations, the Nest Collective is 
encouraging people of colour to talk through in-depth 
ideas of activism and identity. This show is free, but 
invite only, and the organisers are particularly keen 
to include locals from Lewisham, south London. To 
find out more and ask for a ticket, get in touch via 
liftfestival.com. 
Shipwright, London, 27 June to 1 July 


11 Celebrate the Euros in theatrical style 


‘Twenty thrifty lifestyle tips: page 82 —» 


Exploring the roles of religion and culture in 
a church-turned-art gallery, this 15-minute 

audio play is written by the Plymouth laureate of 

words, Laura Horton. Part of Horton’s roleis to 

create new work that’s free for the city. Made of 

intersecting monologues, The Light Follows 

Everyone takes inspiration from Ply mouth's 

new stained-glass window, created by Portuguese 

artist Leonor Antunes. 

St Luke’s Church, Plymouth, from 25 June 

Kate Wyver 


Find the funny for free 
Thess hard tofind free standup: many open- 

mic nights don’t charge, largely because they 
can’t vouch for the quality of their acts. Ifyou want 
your jokes gratis but laughs guaranteed, try the 
Laughienda, whose bills combine novices with hyped 
up-and-comers such as Erika Ehler, and seasoned 
pros including Alun Cochrane. June’s highlights 
include Daisy Earl and the raucous Dan Tiernan, 
recently nominated for Chortle's newcomer award. 
The Lion’s Den, Manchester, Thursdays 


7 Be inspired by light 


Daniel Kitson is acomedian - aninfluential 
one at that -but you couldn’t call him part of 
the comedy industry. The 44-year-old doesn’t do 
podcasts, or panel shows, and he certainly doesn’t 
do swish streaming giant-funded specials. Instead, 
the Yorkshire comic has uploaded many of his 
routines to Bandcamp: some costa fiver, some £2, 
but others - suchas his 2004 Edinburgh fringe 
show Dancingand 2005s Midnight at the Stand - 
are completely free. 
danielkitson.bandcamp.com 
Rachel Aroesti 


7 5 Stream astandup great forno pence 
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Let's twis 
again 

The Good Place, Severance and Buffy have 
pulled off some of TV's best plot reveals. 
Their writers discuss the art of delivering 


akiller sucker punch - and how they avoid 
‘twistflation’ Warning: contains spoilers 


Words: Amelia Tait 
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ctors Jameela Jamil, 
D’Arcy Carden, Manny 
Jacinto, and William 
Jackson Harper are 
sitting in a row, their 
heads tilted forwardin 
anticipation. The viral video in which 
they are captured is called Cast of 
The Good Place React to Season 1 
Finale, and it has 870,000 views. 
About 28 seconds into the video, 
Jamil and Carden bring their hands to 
their mouths in shock, Harper lets out 
an appreciative “OHHH! and Jacinto 
shakes his head in disbelief. The 
show’s stars have just been told that 
their characters have notbeenin 
heaven - as series creator Michael 
Schur led them to believe while 
filming The Good Place’s first 12 
episodes - but they have been inhell, 
“The Bad Place”, all along 
The audience reacted with similar 
shock and glee; the reveal is ranked 
sixth on the Ringer’s list of the 50 best 
movie and TV twists of all time. The 
twistis a precisely measured mix 
of simple and unpredictable: the 
audience thought four problematic 


people had mistakenly been sent to 
heaven and were trying their hardest 
tofitin and learn how to be good. High 
jinks and horrors ensued until our 
protagonist Eleanor Shellstrop (Kristen 
Bell) figured out there had been no 
mistake: this was an elaborate form 
of psychological torture designed by 
a demon called Michael (Ted Danson) 
From the Red Wedding in Game of 
Thrones to Breaking Bad’s extremely 
shocking zoom-in ona plant pot, we 
all know how amazingit feels to watch 
akiller twist: the goosepimples on our 
arms, the uncontrollable “OHHH"”. 
This year, another show has 
continued that long tradition. Apple 
TV+'s Severance, which aired in spring, 
was a delicious buffet of “Someone-we- 
believed-was-dead-isn’t-dead”, and, 
“Oh-no-this-characteris-the-exact- 
opposite-of- what-we-thought” reveals. 
But while the TV twist may seem like 
an act of sorcery, there isan art to 
writing one. How do you master sucker 
punches like Severance’s many 
surprises or The Good Place’s big 
reveal? And how do youkeep them 
secret from cast and crew? 


“Tewas bizarre, because I was like: 
“This isa show that’s essentially about 
ethics, and ’mnow goingto lie to my 
co-workers for months,” says Schur of 
The Good Place, To avoid leaks and to 
stoptheactors overthinking their roles, 
he kept the twiston aneed-to-know 
basis: of the six main cast, only Bell and 
Danson knew. “Tlater found out that 
Ted was blabbingiitall over town,” he 
says, “butfortunately, none of the 
people he told decided tolet the cat out 
of the bag.” 

Schur says that seeing 1995's 
The Usual Suspects - with its reveal 
of the real identity of villain Keyser 
Séze considered one of the best twists 
ofall time - “was one of the greatest 
experiences of my life”, Schur wanted 
The Good Place to havea similarly big 
reveal, and to see whether "I could 
pull off something like that in this 
day and age where everybody's 
guessing everything and people are 
very, very savvy.” 

For Severance creator Dan Erickson, 
it’s no bad thing when fans figure out, 
plot twists. “If absolutely nobody 
guesses the twist, it's like balderdash. 


Ey 
= 


Itmeans your choice was too crazy,” 
he says. His sci-fi series focuses on 
employees at megacorp Lumon who 
have split their home and work selves 
so that each has no memory of the 
other’s lives. Office newcomer Helly R 
is disturbed by the procedure, which 
leaves her feeling like she’s always at 
work, She tries to quit, but her “outie” 
athome won’tlether. Inthe final 
episode of season one, we discover 
Helly R is Helena Eagan, daughter of 
Lumon’s CEO. 

“Bven as soon as the second 
episode,” Erickson says, he started to 
see “rumblings” of people figuring out 
Helly’s real identity, both online and 
among his own friends. “At firstI was 
like: ‘Oh, no, did we make it way too 
obvious? butit’sa balance. When 
people look back, [you wantit toseem 
like] it didn’t come out of nowhere.” 

Itis a subtle dance, “You take it 
even one half-step too far and 
everybody has guessed the twist,” 
says Erickson. In writers’ rooms, Schur 
frequently brings up the Aristotle 
quote that the best endings are 
“surprising, yet inevitable”. “If you 
don’tleave enough breadcrumbs, it 
won't feel inevitable, but if youleave 
too many, it won’t feel surprising,” 
he says. So how exactly do you 
Hansel and Gretel the right amount? 
Both Schurand Erickson say humour 
can be used to mask clues. 

“In our second episode, Ted Danson 
seesa dogand runs up and kicks itinto 
the sun and it explodes,” Schur says, 
explaining that he hoped the audience 
would be too busy laughing to think 
hard about the scene. “Later, you’re 
like: ‘How did we not know that that 
guy was evil? He kicked a dog?” In 
Severance, a seemingly minor 
character, the workplace counsellor 
Ms Casey (Dichen Lachman), turns out 
tobe the wife of protagonist Mark 
Scout (Adam Scott). Mark’s “innie” 
doesn’t know he hasa wife; his outie 
thinks his wife is dead. The series ends 
with the should-seem-cheesy-but- 
actually-spine-tingling words: 
“SHHHHE'S ALIVE!” 

“We wanted to sort of hide her in 
plain sight,” Erickson says, To that 
end, Ms Casey was originally 
introduced as a satire of corporate 
wellness procedures. Erickson brings 
up Star Wars. “Go back to The Empire 
Strikes Back, Yodais this goofy little 
hermit guy before youleam that he’s 
the Jedi Master that Luke is looking 
for ... We're not looking for another 
reason for him to be on screen because 
he’s making us laugh.” 


Ahead of the curveball 
Clockwise from ma 
Severance; The Good 
Place; Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer 


‘Tlied tothe cast for 
months, then found 
out Ted Danson was 
blabbingit all round 
around town’ 


However, some twists break all the 
rules, with very few breadcrumbs laid 
before them. In the first episode of the 
fifth season of Buffy the Vampire Slayer, 
Buffy suddenly hada sister, Dawn, and 
the characters acted as though she'd 
been there all along (slowly, over the 
course of the season, viewers find out 
the in-universe reason for Dawn's 
appearance). One of the show's writers, 
Jane Espenson, says no one could have 
predicted the twist. “There was fun 
hint of Dawn's arrival that was designed 
only tobe noticed in retrospect,” she 
reveals. (At the end of season four, one 
of the characters, ina dream, remarks: 
“Be backbefore dawn.”)“Obviously 
anyone who watched that and said: 
‘Tbet they introduce someone named 
Dawn’ would have been going out ona 
random limb,” Espenson notes. Still, it 
was important to include itso the 
writers weren’t accused of making 
things upas they went along. 
Television is largely made up as you go 
along,” she says, “but you do your best 
tokeep alittle bit ahead of it.” 


DALWAY STATION | 


logical moves that shows can make that 
no one will anticipate ("Killinga main, 
character, jumping in time, revealing 
a different culprit... they're so familiar 
now”). The temptation, then, is for 
illogical twists, or red herrings. In one 
Severance scene our main characters 
stumble upon a strange room full of 
baby goats. Iask Erickson if he putit 
in there to distract the audience from 
figuring out other twists. 

“[ was not allowed to put the goats 
in there until [hada pretty damn good 
explanation forhow it would pay off,” 
he says (although viewers are still 
waiting on an answer). Erickson and 
executive producer Jackie Cohn used 
the term “Hurley Birds” to warn each 
other off nonsensical developments. 
Hurley was a central character in ABC’s 
twist-tastic Lost, and in two episodes 
of the show, a strange bird flies by and 
shouts his name. “Then it’s never 
referenced again, the whole show,” 
Erickson says. “They probably thought 
they could find something to do with it 
later- we are trying to avoid that.” 

Still, it can be daunting to write 
more twists after pulling off 
a successful season one shocker. 


Espenson believes that viewers are 
suffering from “twistflation”, where 
people expect even the twist to have 


a twist. Schur says: “It’s alittle bit like 
M Night Shyamalan movies: you're 
watching the trailer just thinking, 
what’s the big twist? It’sa little bit 
annoying to think I’m just gonna be 
put through the wringer here again.” 
Erickson is “terrified” to think 
about expectations for season two of 
Severance: “It’s hard to play the same 
game multiple times,” he says. You 
might think he has the whole thing 
mastered, but there is no step-by-step 
science to the perfect ploy. “Istill don't 
totally get what makes my twists work.” 
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Goin 
outé 
Staying 
in 


Acultural primer 
forthe week ahead, 
whether youre hitting 
the town orslumped 
onthe sofa... 
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Cinema 


Bergman Island 

Outnow 

Seton Fard, theisland where the 
director Ingmar Bergman lived, this 
drama (above) sees a pair of film-makers 
attempt toworkon their screenplays 
without getting too intimidated by 

the ghosts oflegends past. It’s alittle 
arch, buta likable cast (Tim Roth, Vicky 
Krieps) keeps things ticking over. 


Men 

Outnow 

Alex Garland is one of the most 
consistently electrifying voices 

in sci-fi, with Ex Machina and 
Annihilation both best-in-class 
explorations of their themes. His latest 
is less sci-fi, more horror, but all 
stunner. Looking at misogyny froma 
surreal angle, it stars Jessie Buckley 
and multiple creepy Rory Kinnear. 


Dashcam 

Outnow 

Director Rob Savage is one of the great 
recent success stories of British horror, 
with his pandemic-era Zoom film 

Host electrifying locked-down 
audiences. Now heis taking the 
found-footage horror show on 

the road, layering twist on twistin 

the very definition of a wild ride. 


Hamlet from Met OperaLive 
‘Outnow 

To see, or not to see? That is the 
question. And the answer is: “Hell 
yes”, given the Hamlet in question 
isAustralian composer Brett Dean’s 
acclaimed production. Presented 
live from the Met, itis this weekend's 
hottest slice of event cinema, with 
tenor Allan Clayton playing the Dane. 
Catherine Bray 


Gigs 


‘Yeah Yeah Yeahs 
02 Apollo, Manchester, Sun; 02 
Academy Brixton, London, Tue & Wed 
Karen 0’s art-rock trio arrive inthe 

UK for a whistlestop tour ahead 

ofa summer of festivals. With four 
albums under their sweat-stained 
belts, expectan expansive lesson 

in artful noise-making. Michael Cragg 


| viotet 
Snape Maltings, Aldeburgh, Sun; 
| Sherman theatre, Cardiff, Wed; 
touring to 18 July 
| Music Theatre Wales gives the premiere 
of Tom Coult’s first opera at the 
Aldeburgh festival before touring its 
production, whichis directed by Jude 
Christian and conducted by Andrew 
Gourlay. With a libretto by playwright 
Alice Birch, Violets the story of a 
woman’s escape from dull routine as 
society collapses. Andrew Clements 


Leeds jazz festival 
Various venues, to 12 June 

The expat American saxophonist and 
clarinettist Michael Moore, an ingenious 
manipulator of crossovers between 
the jazz mainstream and the avant 
garde, makes rare UK appearance 
today at Leeds. Issie Barratt’s all- 
female Interchange (tomorrow) is 
another hot ticket. JohnFordham 


Grace Jones 

Royal Festival Hall, London, Fri 

This year’s Meltdown festival opens 
with a show by its curator, otherworldly 
pop culture icon Grace Jones (below). 
Billed as “Up Close and Orchestral”, it 
features the I’m Not Perfect (But 'm 
Perfect for You) hitmaker performing 
some of her favourite songs alongside 
previously unheard material. MC 


Art 


David Hockney: 
Love Life Drawings 1963 to 1977 
Holburne Museum, Bath, 

to18 September 

Hockney isa magician with a pencil or 
pen, his drawn line apparently casual 
yet unnervingly precise. He draws in 
the tradition of his hero, Picasso. This 
show of works (above) on paper from 
the 60s and 70s should live up to its 
title, his motto: love life. 


Theaster Gates 

Serpentine Gallery, London, 

Friday to16 October 

This year the Serpentine’s summer 
pavilion is designed not by an 
architect, but by multitalented 
radical artist Gates. His building, 
Black Chapel, is inspired by religious 
spaces yet also by the giant industrial 
revolution pottery kilns of Stoke-on- 
Trent. I’sart, but solidly built in 
collaboration with Adjaye Associates. 


Haunted Realism 
Gagosian Grosvenor Hill, 

London, Thurto 26 August 
Aspectreis haunting Mayfair: the 
spectre ofa summer show inspired 
by Marxism, at this very successful 
capitalist gallery. Whatever its 
argument - something about ghosts 
of lost futures - there are enough 
notableartists, including Ed Ruscha, 
Rachel Whiteread, Jim Shaw, Jenny 
Saville and Urs Fischer, to guarantee 
something good. 


Gentle Battle 

Tramway, Glasgow, to 14 August 
Christelle Oyiri’s art is rooted in the 
Paris dance scene. This first solo show 
draws on her experience asa DJ and 
performer, as well as her Ivorian 

and Guadeloupean heritage. Ared 
vinyl bed, a hand holding a candle, 

a montage of memory and protest: this 
isa gathering of history’s fragments. 
Jonathan Jones 


[ANDREA KLARIN; DAVID HOCKNEY; SHC STUDIOS/RANGABEE PRODUCTIONS; JONATHAN DANIEL PRYCE; JOHN STRANDH: BEN WHALLEVISKY UK LIMITED 
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Stage 


Legally Blonde 
Regent’s Park Open 

Air theatre, London, 
to2suly 

Courtney Bowman stars 
as Elle Woods in this 
musical version of the 
giddily enjoyable Legally 
Blonde. Directed by Lucy 
Moss, co-director and 
co-creator of the 
Tony-nominated Six. 
Miriam Gillinson 


Kabul Goes Pop: Musical 
Television Afghanistan 
Harlow Playhouse, Wed; 
touring to 20 June 
Waleed Akhtar’s 

debut playis inspired 

by Afghanistan’s first 
youth music TV station. 
Two presenters beam 
out global pop hits 
against the backdrop of 
a resurgent Taliban. MG 


The Car Man 

Royal Albert Hall, 
London, Thurto19 June 
Matthew Bourne 
transports Bizet's 
Carmen to small-town 
America in the 1960s. 
It’s asteamy drama 

of jealousy, lust and 
revenge. The 2000 show 
is reimagined to fill the 
Albert Hall with 65 
dancers, alive orchestra 
and new designs from 
Lez Brotherston. 
Lindsey Winship 


Mike Birbiglia 
Leicester Square 
theatre, London, 

Thur to 11 June 

London venues can’t 

get enough of cult US 
standupsat the moment, 
but Birbiglia is no flavour 
of the week. He is an 
alternative comedy 
stalwart whose CV 

takes in everything from 
Orange Is the New Black 
to This American Life 
RachelAroesti 


Streaming 


Avoidance 

Fri, 9.30pm, BBC One &iPlayer 
Romesh Ranganathan (above) plays 
the gentle, unassuming Jonathan in 
this gentle, unassuming sitcom about 
a man forced to face up toalifetime’s 
worth of infuriatingly passive 
behaviour when his wife (Jessica 
Knappett) leaves him. 


‘We Own This City 

Tue, 9pm, Now & Sky Atlantic 

The Wire creator David Simon returns 
to Baltimore with another gritty and 
granular critique of modern American 
policing. This six-parter about how the 
city’s Gun Trace Task Force went rogue 
is disturbing, sophisticated and 
rollickingly entertaining - thanks 
partly toa standout performance 

from Jon Bernthal as the corrupt 

cops’ ringleader. 


Everything Know About Love 

Tue, 10.40pm, BBC One & iPlayer 
Dolly Alderton’s compulsively 
readable coming-of-age memoir heads 
tothe small screen, bringing with it 
much Fleabag-esque emotional chaos, 
a millennial-friendly reckoning with 
the ambiguities of adulthood, and 

a tear-jerking celebration of female 
friendship - plus some deliciously 
nostalgic early 00s flashbacks. 


‘Ms Marvel 

Wed, Disney+ 

Yes, the Marvel Cinematic Universe 

is becoming almost ludicrously 
unwieldy, but this new series - helmed 
by British standup Bisha K Ali - about 
an Avengers-obsessed Pakistani- 
American teenage girl who becomes 
an actual superhero feels likea 
refreshing and necessary addition. RA 


—— 
Games 


Card Shark 
Out now, PC, 
Nintendo Switch 

An appealingly 
animated, sharply 
written game (above) 
about cheating at cards 
inan18th-century 
French parlour - and 
getting away withit. 


The Quarry 

Out Fri, PS4/5, Xbox, PC 
Ahorror game where 
your choices determine 
the fate of nine camp 
counsellors, trapped 
together in aremote 
American forest. That 
can only go well, right? 
Keza Macdonald 


Tom Aspaul - Life in Plastic 

Out now 

On his DayGlo second album, 
Wolverhampton bop merchant Tom 
Aspaul (above) travels back to the late 
90s, referencing the likes of Ace of 
Base, Aqua and Steps. There’s even 
room, on the bouncy MNEK-assisted 
What Is Real Anymore?, fora dash 

of summer-ready UK garage. 


Post Malone - Twelve Carat Toothache 
‘Out now 

Featuring the Weeknd, Doja Cat and 
Fleet Foxes’ Robin Pecknold, this 
fourth album from the poster boy 

for dour hip-hop explores the 
emotional turmoil of recent years. 
While oppressive recent single Cooped 
Up focuses on obvious frustrations, 
Love/Hate Letter to Alcohol digs deep 
into his struggles with addiction. 


Angel Olsen - Big Time 
‘Out now 

Written about her recent experience of 
coming out as gay, the sixth album by 
Angel Olsen finds her moving away 
from the opulent sadness of 2019's All 
Mirrors in favour of something more 
rustic. On the crumpled title track, for 
example, the overwhelming rush of 
new love is augmented bya delicious 
country twang. 


iamamiwhoami - Be Here Soon 
Out now 

Since arriving in 2009 viaa series 

of viral videos, iamamiwhoami, 

AKA Swedish singer-songwriter 

Jonna Lee (below) and producer Claes 
Bjorklund, have steadily built their 
own audiovisual world. On their 
fourth studio album, Lee explores the 
relationship between motherhood and 
artistry on songs that swap electropop 
for something more organic. MC 


Reinventing the 
Orchestra with 


Charles Hazlewood 
Mon, Sky Arts 

As the founder of 
theParaorchestra -a 
pioneering ensemble 
of disabled and non- 
disabled musicians ~ 
conductor Charles 
Hazlewood (above) has 
first-hand experience 
of how music can be 
radically inclusive. 
This fascinating 
documentary sees him 
explore how orchestras 
can furtheradapt. 


Immaterial 
Podcast 

Poet Camille Dungy 
takes us on an ASMR- 
inducing journey around 
‘New York’s Met Museum. 
Focusing each episode 
ona different material ~ 
from paper to clayand 
shells - Dungy weaves 
an impressionistic 
narrative around 

their artistic uses. 


BBC Writersroom 
scriptlibrary 

Online 

The BBC’s inhouse 
writing-development 
programme contains 

a hidden online gem: 

a library of scripts for 
some of its best-known, 
shows. Budding writers 
and fans alike can read 
episodes of Doctor Who, 
Luther and more. 
Ammar Kalia 


The Guardian | 04.06.22 | SATURDAY | 57 


CULTURE 


Dafydd Iwan’'s Welsh-language folk song 
Yma o Hyd tells a remarkable story of 
national survival. Now, 40 years since its 
release, with support for independence 
on the rise, it’s become a football anthem 


Hymns and arias 


Words: Rhys Thomas 
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11982, a Welsh-language 
folk singer from Brynamman, 
Carmarthenshire, called 
Dafydd Iwan sat downto write 
a song abouthis country. 
Atthe time Iwan “felt 

demoralised” about Wales. The main 

reason being a1979 referendum, in 
which just under 80% of voters 
decided against forming a Welsh 
parliament, instead favouring the 
status quo: Westminster rule. 

Iwan, a devout nationalist who was 
briefly imprisoned in the 1970s for 
defacing English road signs and would 
later go on to be the president of Plaid 
Cymrubetween 2003 and 2010, wanted 
towritea song to “raise the spirits, to 
remind people we still speak Welsh 
against all odds. To show we are still 
here,” he says. He called it Yma o Hyd 
(“Still Here”). The song consists of 
rousing acousticguitar, backing vocals 
that sound like a small male voice 
choir, synthetic organ anda snare 
drum that evokes a marching band. 

In the 39 years since it was released, 
Ymao Hyd has become an anthem for 
“Welsh nationalists, Welsh-speaking 
culture and the industrial working 


class of Wales,” says Martin Johnes, 
professor of history at Swansea 
University. Iwan himself remembers 
singingit on picket lines, many 

times, for miners, quarrymen and 
farmers. “The effects of Thatcherism 
were so blatant, so far-reaching, 

And Welshness was in turmoil. 

Ymao Hyd wasa deliberate antidote 
to that,” he says. 

Today, the song (orat least the 
chorus) is known to most who have 
lived in Wales. In schools and 
stadiums, pubs and clubs, you will at 
some point hear people singing: “Er 
gwaetha pawb a phopeth /Ry’n ni yma 
ohyd,” which translates as “Despite 
everyone and everything / We're still 
here”. In total, the phrase “we're still 
here” is sung 19 times across the song’s 
four-and-a-half minutes. 

“Despite everyone and everything” 
refers to the troubled history of Welsh 
identity. The song starts with the 
Romans leaving Wales in AD383 thanks 
to “Macsen” (the Roman emperor 
Magnus Maximus, who withdrew his 
troops to Gaul), “a myth but commonly 
attributed as the start of modern 
Wales”, says Johnes. It ends with 


‘CHRIS FAIRWEATHER/SHUTTERSTOCK; HUW FAIRCLOU 


Vocal minority 

(Left) Wales fans at the 
Austria match in March; 
(below Left) Iwan sings 
Ya o Hyd at the game 


Margaret Thatcher (“Er gwaetha ‘then 
Fagia’ichriw”; “Despite old Maggie 
and her crew”), evoking an era that felt 
toIwan likean existential threat to 
Welshness. In 1983, Thatcher led the 
Conservative party to its then best 
general election result in Wales, and by 
the following year, the miners’ strike 
was under way. By 1986, fewer than 
4.0% of Welsh households were headed 
by someone in full-time employment. 
Culturally, Wales has been 
surviving on scraps for even longer. 
“Wales was politically annexed in 
1280; we haven’thad a totally self- 
governing political unit since,” says 
Johnes. Add to that the language being 
banned by Henry VIII in1536, alaw 
that lasted until 1942, and “the 
survival of Welsh identity is pretty 
remarkable”, he adds. The symbolism 
the song carries has never been more 
palpable. Last year, a poll conducted 
by Savanta ComRes found that 40% 
of Welsh people were in favour of 
independence. Welsh nationalism is 


‘Tt felt like the 
message finally 
came through 
and crossed the 
language barrier’ 


stirring once again and its main stage 
isnot before a rugby union matchat 
the Principality stadium, asmany 
might think. Its at Cardiff City 
stadium, where Wales’ national team 
play the “other” sport: football. 

There has been asea change 
since Wales’s historicEuropean 
Championship campaign in 2016, their 
first appearance in the tournament. 
That year, Wales reached the semi- 
final, having knocked out Belgium 
(then favourites) 3-1 in the quarter- 
final. That particular moment marked 
a shift in Welsh culture for many. 
In footballing terms, the country 
showed Europe it was able to perform 
as well as any other nation. Five 
years later, Wales would be on the 
same stage once more at the Covid- 
delayed Euro 2020 

This year, Wales have set their 
eyes on the prospect of playing in the 
World Cup for the first time since 1958. 
Most recently on this journey, they 
playeda qualifying play-off semi-final 
against Austria at the CardiffCity 
stadium, While the terraces have 
reverberated to Ymao Hyd fora few 
years, this time round the players 
requested that Iwan perform the 
songhimself shortly before kickoff. 


Against Austria, he did just that, 
in front of Wales’ most fervent 
supporters, the “red wall”. 

Comedian, broadcaster and avid 
Welsh football fan Elis James, from 
Haverfordwest in Pembrokeshire, 
doesn’tremember a time before the 
song existed. He was at the Austria 
semi-final. To his surprise, “the 
entire crowd sang it. And itjust felt 
like this tremendous symbol forhow 
the Welsh language is now seen by 
Welsh people.” 

“You could see my tears,” Iwan 
says, reflecting on singing the song at 
that moment. “The tears were because 
T've been singing the song for 40 years, 
and I feltas though in that moment, 
the message finally came through 
and crossed the language barrier.” 

The song, as Josh Millar, a lifelong 
football fan and Welsh speaker who 
has “Yma o Hyd” tattooed on his 
biceps, points out “is very simple. 
‘Non-Welsh speakers can grasp the 
meaning and pronunciation far more 
easily than the national anthem.” 

Its catchiness was proved again in 
January 2020, when the pro- 
independence campaign YesCymru 
managed to get Yma o Hyd to the top 
of the iTunes UK chart. 

That isnot to say the song is 
unconditionally loved in Wales, 
even among those striving for 
independence. In response to the song 
reaching No 1, Welsh news website 
Nation.Cymiru published a comment 
piece titled: “Wales needs less Yma 
© Hyd and more of a focus on shaping 
our future”. The piece lamented that 
the song “succumbs to the idea that 
our greatest strength is ourability to 
stubbornly remain in place, like a 
stain that our enemies have longsince 
given up on removing”. Its author, 
Joshua McCarthy, isa campaigns 
officer for the youth wing of Plaid 
Cymru, Plaid Ifanc. “My views are my 
own, not those of Plaid Ifanc,” he says, 
adding that Yma oHyd “doesn’t say 
anything about what still being here 
actually means. We're not the same 
nation as we were in 1983, and 
endurance isn’t everything.” 

There isat least one more chapter to 
this story. On Sunday, Wales face one 
final play-off game. The prize: a place 
at the World Cup. Before the game, as, 
he did for the semi-final, Iwan will 
sing the song pitchside, backed by 
a stadium full of fans. 

“Tthink that whatever happens on 
5 June, the future of Welsh football is 
in safe hands, and the song will stick 
around, too,” says James. It certainly 
doesn’t look to be leaving the stands 
any time soon. Itis, without doubt, 
Wales’ other national anthem. 


HONEST PLAYLIST 


St Vincent 


Theavant-pop artist was raised on Pearl Jam, loves 
toparty to Nine Inch Nails and thinks Iggyis sexy. 
But which song would she interrupt a haircut for? 


The first single bought 
Ttwas a cassingle - it’s 
crazy that that term 
didn’t take off - from the 
first Pearl Jam record, 
one of the B-sides: 
Dirty Frank. Pearl Jam 
meant everything tome 
when Iwas 10 years old. 
Iremember reading in 
the fan magazines at 
the time that apparently 
itwas about Eddie 
Vedder's stepdad, who 
was ajerk, [Sources 
today say it was written 
about Pearl Jam’s driver, 
while on tour with Red 
Hot Chili Peppers - Ed] 
They compared him to 
Jeffrey Dahmer in the 
song. Butit’s kind 

of funky. 


Thelast song Istreamed 
The Chic ballad, At Last 
Am Free. It breaks my 
heart. Iwas recently 
talking to Nile Rodgers; 
he's just such an angel. 
Igot toask him about 
his life, and some of my 
favourite records that 
he’s made, including 
this one. Itissuch 

a beautiful song. 


‘The song to have sex to 
Wanna Be Your Dog 
by IggyPop [andthe 
Stooges]. Oh my God, 
it’s so sexy. It’s so base, 


it’sactually dangerous, 
Iggy is dangerous. 
Highstakes are sexy. 


The best song to play 
ataparty 

Closer by Nine Inch Nails 
[with the refrain: “I want 
to fuck you like an 
animal /Iwant to feel 
you from the inside”). 
Tjust think it’s so good - 
it grooves so hard. Iwas 
once DJing at some kind 
of Christmas party, like 
a corporate thing. AndI 
waslike: “Oh, Tknow. Pl 
put on Closer!” A couple 
of minutesin, the client 
came up very politely 
and said: “Can we please 
change the song? It’sa 
lite inappropriate for 
our Christmas party.” 
Like, OK, fair enough! 
My boundaries are not 
your boundaries. 


‘The songI want played 
at my funeral 

Jacques Brel - NeMe 
Quitte Pas. It makes me 
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cry uncontrollably, 
beyond all conscious 
thought, downto the 
basement of my 
stomach. 


ThesongI can’t 

help singing 

Iwas getting a haircut 
the other dayat8.30am, 
getting my hair washed 
at the bowl, and Haitian 
Divorce by Steely Dan 
came onand Iwas just 
like: “Pm singing this. 
I'm singing every word, 
T’msinging every solo. 
Tcan’thelp it. Iknow that 
you're washing my hair 
and [really appreciate 
that, but7'm really sorry, 
Thave to sing.” 


My current 
favourite song 

Tcan’t watch Euphoria 
because it makes me 
feel likea perv, but 

Yeh I Fuckin’ Did It, 

by Labrinth [from the 
show’s soundtrack]. The 
production is so cool: 
it’sascary sometimes, 
alittle atonal. [listen to 
itin my studio on big 
speakers, because it 
sounds so good. 

As told to Elle Hunt. 


St Vincent tours the UK, 


including Glastonbury, 
22 to 30 June. 
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CULTURE 


Whether you're 
diving into the 
lives of the rich 
and famous or 
exploring 17th- 
century slavery 
-there's a 
podcast for that 


Words: Ammar Kalia 


PODCASTS 


‘The Memory Palace 


History isa story to be 
told on Nate DiMeo’s 
charming, snappy 
series, with episodes 
running anywhere from 


eight to 20 minutes long. 


DiMeo’s calming 
narration presents 
vignettes on people, 
places and objects from 
the past, all recounted 
through the hazy 
frame of recollection. 
Running since 2008, 
there are hundreds of 
episodes to delve into, 
but highlights include 
the impressionistic 
story of the Dreamland 
amusement park in 
Coney Island, which 
bumed down in 190, 
and the remarkable 
tale of Harriet Quimby, 
the first woman to fly 
across the Channel. 


You're Dead to Me 


Forchildren of the 90s 
who grew up getting to 
grips with the past 
through the illustrations 
of Horrible Histories 
books, this audio series 
from Greg Jenner - the 
historical consultant on 
the books’ BBC spin-off 
show - isa must-listen. 
Taking the Horrible 
Histories tack of pairing 
facts with jokes, Jenner 
enlists a different comic 
and historian each 
episode to make sense 
of the past through 
humour. Highlights 
include a romp through 
the history of ice-cream 
with sweet-toothed 
Pointless sidekick 
Richard Osman, as 

well as an illuminating 
insight into 1,000 years 
of disability in history 
with the comedian 
Rosie Jones. 


f 
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DAN SNOW’S 


HISTORY! 


Dan Snow's 
History Hit 


TV’s favourite 
meandering historian 
puts his received 
pronunciation to workin 
this wide-ranging series 
exploring significant 
anniversaries, the 
history behind the 
headlines and the 
places in the world 
where history has 

been made. Snow’s deep 
delves into a broad 
range of topics give this 
podcast a real sense of 
enthusiasm and 
expertise, as he 
expounds passionately 
on everything from 
John Donne's poetry to 
the myths surrounding 
the battle of Agincourt. 


NIMHSNd 


Revisionist History 


History podcasts have 
become fertile ground 
for reassessing the 
events of the past 
through a21st century 
lens. Series such as. 
journalist Afua Hirsch’s 
We Need to Talk About 
the British Empire and 
Sarah Marshall's 
irreverent You're Wrong 
About open up the 
context surrounding 
historical developments 
and assert in the process 
that history is an 
ever-changing discourse 
asmuch as it is fixed in 
fact. This six-series 
offering from the 
thinker Malcom 
Gladwell challenges the 
notions of received 
wisdom via historical 
events. A highlightis 
the first-season episode 
on therole of time and 
repetition when it comes 
tomaking works of 
genius, as told through 
the example of Leonard 
Cohen’s Hallelujah. 
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Think twice Malcolm 
Gladwell’s tong- 
running podcast 
challenges received 
wisdom ona variety 
of historical events 


€ 


1619 


Marking the 4ooth 
anniversary of the first 
arrival of enslaved 
African people on 
American shores, this, 
six-part 2019 series from 
the New York Times is 
an ambitious, necessary 
and deeply emotive 
listen. Host Nikole 
Hannah-Jones takes us 
through the history of 
how enslaved people 
provided the impetus 
for an independent 
United States, as wellas 
how the long shadow of 
slavery has shaped the 
country’s economy, 
society and ongoing 
inequalities ever since. 
Critic Wesley Morris's 
contributions on The 
Birth of American Music 
episode are typically 
insightful, while the 
concluding two-parter 
on the current state of 
Black land ownership is 
an urgent reminder of 
how much work there 
isyet tobe done. 
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‘Po'Pierrot (2019) 

In Sasraku's earlier film 
O' Pierrot, she plays the 
sad clown “to give licence 
to Black melancholy. In 
Jim Crow-era depictions, 
Black people's emotions 
were framed as 

anger, stupidity and 
sycophancy." The antic 
villain, Harlequin Jack, 
“isa frazzled Black man, 
driven mad by his quest 
for British acceptance 
into white society.” 


> Gradient Gate (2021) 
This work was created by 
soaking newsprint in 
printer toner. "It has 

a darker quality and 
reflected my feelings 
around my return 

to Devon aftera year’s 
absence," Sasraku says. 
“Isoaked it in the sea at 
Torbay. When | started 
tearing, it was interesting 
to see this very cold, 
breaking wave form, 
arcing up." 


GALLERY VIEW 


Earthly 
delights 


Tanoa Sasraku's first major show is made 
up of her ‘terratypes’ sewn and stencilled 
sheets of newsprint, tom and soaked in 
bogs to create deeply personal meditations 


Words: Skye Sherwin 
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orthe 26-year-old artist 
Tanoa Sasraku, coming 
of age in Plymouth had 
its challenges. Asa 
biracial, gay teenager, 
few people looked like 
her, and her desire for romanticlove 
went unanswered. Instead, she found 
kinship not with a person, buta 
wilderness. “I constantly fantasised 
that, if just got out of Plymouth, 
Iwould find this intangible thing,” 
she recalls. “I didn’t know what it 
would be, but accessing rural 
landscapes helped me understand 
what it might feel like.” 

‘At13, Sasraku joined the RAF Air 
Cadets and discovered the moors, 
“an unpredictable place”, where she 
witnessed animals being born or 
drowned in mires, where fog falls 


suddenly and the horizon might erupt 
in flames. This deeply personal 
engagement with rural Britain - its 
ancient sites, buried histories and lore 
fuels an innovative art practice that 
is fast garnering accolades. Last year 
she won the Arts Foundation Futures 
award and this month at Bristol's 
Spike Island, she opens her first big 
solo exhibition, Terratypes. 
Terratypes are what Sasraku calls 
her unique hybrids of print-making, 
textile processes, paintingand 
sculpture. They are created from many 
sheets of thin newsprint paper, which 
she hand-stencils and colours, sews 
together and then rips, revealing 
layers of pigmentand pattern. She 
describes itas “subtractive painting, 
gesturally tearing away. [have to be 
very exact. There’s no going back.” 


[COURTESY ANDY KEETE/TANOA SASRAKU 


Finally, her works are soaked in a river, 
sea orbog: a transformative ordeal 
that leaves them strongerand denser. 

Their excavated layers suggest 
a journey into memory and earth 
that has recently taken on aliteral 
dimension. Her latest terratypes’ deep 
blues, rusty ochres and granite greys 
are created with million-year-old 
pigments foraged from riverbeds and 
eroded land around Dartmoor, the 
Jurassic Coast and the Isle of Skye. She 
credits the process with bringing 
“some sort of peace or reconciliation” 
with her formative years. Scotland, 
too, now holds a special place for the 
artist, whose partner hails from there. 
“With her?’ve been able to takea leap 
tothe Highlands and feed the desire 
Thad asa child,” she says. 

Itis part of a shift for Sasraku from 


‘Tconstantly 


fantasised that, 
ifI got out of 
Plymouth, 

T would find this 


intangible thing’ 


Grey Wet-Cell 

and Red Wet-Cell (2022) 
Sasraku conceived her 
bronze batteries as her 
exhibition's power cell. 
They are inspired by the 
Baghdad battery, an 
ancient rudimentary form 
of battery formed from 
clay pots, iron and copper 
rods, found in Iraq, that 
may have been intended 
to raise the dead. 


Blue Gate (2022) 

The artist was moved to 
work with ultramarine and 
intense reds after creating 
workshops in a psychiatric 
unit in Torbay. "! wanted 

a more optimistic colour 
palette," she says, "I then 
soaked the terratypes in 

a body of water, Plymouth 
Sound. It felt like a final 
ceremonial act." 


—>Terratype soaked 

in the Sligichan river, 
‘Skye (2022) 

Sasraku's stencilled 
geometric prints are 
partly influenced by 
tartan and evoke her “first 
real lesbian relationship", 
with her Scottish partner. 
Textiles have long been of 
interest: her father was 
the Ghanaian fashion 
designer Kofi Ansah. She 
says: "When I'm sewing 

| feel I'm communicating 
with my dad.” 


broader commentary to more intimate 
territory. In previous projects, the 
artist explored her west African 
heritage and the spectre of 
colonialism. Earlier banners fashioned 
from newsprint sheets referenced the 
Asafo flags made by the Fante people 
from Ghana's central coast, while her 
acclaimed film 0’ Pierrot satirised 
racist caricatures. Lately, though, she 
has been pursuing “something that 
feels very present, not referential in 
a historical sense to Britain’s past. 
It’s froma very personal place.” 
Aconstellation of terratypes 
forming the shape of ahorse’s head, 
forinstance, was inspired by a 
childhood encounter on the moors. 
Losing her way in the mist, the artist 
fell into a bog and came face to face 
with a dead horse. I's ascene worthy 


ofa gothicnovel, but Sasraku “wanted 
tohonour the horse and the other 
animals that die alone in these 
mires”. Towering above her memorial 
will be new sculptures created on 
site from terratypes’ remnants and 
reminiscent of the standing stones 
she first saw on Dartmoor. While 
those mysterious totems conjure 
longstanding fantasies about British 
heritage, for the artist they became 
“markers fornew feelings I was 
experiencing in terms of identity.” 
The lithographs “are like strange 
portals, slightly sci-fi, of the past 
and future”, she says. Indeed, it’s 
these ancient sites’ potential for 
relevance now that her works most 
clearly speak to. 
Tanoa Sasraku: Terratypes is at 
Spike Island, Bristol, to 17 July. 
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The epic new love story 
from master novelist 


From the bestselling author of BIRDSONG 


‘Wistful, yearning 
and wise’ 


‘A magnificent, 
moving novel’ 


‘Fascinating... A rich, dark story’ THE TIMES 


‘Faulks’ most poignant 
love story yet’ 


Wistful, yearning and wise’ ELIZABETH DAY 


ESSAYS, FICTION and NONFICTIO 


ways § ly wonder 
hich ofus is the real artist’ « 
=> Sally Rooney ye 

. in.coniversation with > 
= Patricia Deckwood S 


SS, 


CULTURE 


ALLY AND I BEGAN this 
conversation when I was in 
London, havingflown there to 
attend the DylanThomasprize 
ceremony. Myhusband, Jason, 
had experienced a medical 
emergency on the plane from 
Los Angeles and had been 


rushed to Charing Cross 
hospitalassoonaswetouched 
down, so my emails were 
written undertheinfluence of 


steroids, cold medicine, and pure adrenaline; Sally’s 
were written under the influence ofalittlecup of water, 
Realising, perhaps, that I hadn’t looked forward to 
writing an emailfora very long time, [begin by asking 
hera simple question: when did email die? 


Sally Rooney: Email is dead?? I’m reeling. Why do 
people keep emailing me then?? 

Isuppose maybe you mean emailis dead in theway 
that the novel is dead: sort of exhausted as a cultural 
form. I'm pretty fond of exhausted cultural forms, 
though. Andyouhavealso written anovel, so yousurely 
understand. [think if email were cooler, wouldn’tfind 
itsointeresting. Iadmireitsrelativeneutralityandlack 
of visual identity. [wonder ifthisis also trueofnovels. 
Bothforms effectively consist of blocks of plaintext on 
emptybackgrounds. The openness of that arrangement 
attracts me. Once forms are exhausted ordead, maybe 
they become more capacious, 

1am interested to know what you think of as a 
“live” form. 


Patricia Lockwood: I had been saving and saving 
Beautiful World, Where Are You because I still have 
intermittent trouble reading after Covid. Then, 
seemingly atthe second wearrived in Londonandhad 
toget Jason tohospital, I developedbronchitisand was 
givenprednisolone, which makesreading perfect. I've 
gotabout100 pagesleftand wanttoreaditthismorning 
on the plane home; once you start it up in the air you 
should finish it up in the air. So Pll continue on at 
30,000ft and send another letter when return. 
Itwould help me to think of these emailsas letters, 
because it turns out! hate asking direct questions and 
am never going to do it again. Here’s what I'll say -I 
don’t know that Alice and Eileen [in Beautiful World] 
are writing emails. Wedon’t get the links, theahahas, 
theraccoon videos. They’re doingthe online equivalent 
of writing with quill pens. We are given their 
relationship, the weightof theirhistory, the tendrils of 
their communication, and the technology does not 
matter. Itstruckme, over thecycle of the lastfew years 
wheneverabook washeldupas addressingtechnology 
and the modern moment, that this was almostalways 
true: they were more traditional than usual, notless. 
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Alive form, tome, is onethat Idon’tquite knowhow 
touse.Itis likeanew body. Whenever I've found myself 
inastateof febrile excitementon theinternet, it'sbeen 
when I didn’t know what I was doing - I was learning 
my way around, lifting up limbsand discovering their 
reflexes, making aplace voluptuous. Are you formally 
comfortableinside the novel, or do yourelearnitevery 
time? Do we return because itis capacious enough to 
hold our ignorance and exploration, not the things we 
want to fill it with? 


SR: On email: no. We're going to have a formal 
disagreement here, and I thinkit’s healthy. In my life 
online, ahahas and raccoon videos are for messaging 
and tweets, My emails in lifeandin fiction) areformally 
pure. You say “letters”, but Isay, no. They’re just 
obviously not letters. They’re emails, They autosave 
PATRICIA LOCKWOOD inadraftsfolderduringcomposition, they arriveat the 
instant of being sent, and each one is visible and 
searchable at all times to both sender and recipient. 
Back when I was writing my first novel, which wasin 
the first person, Iremember thinking ofthe narrative 
technique as “email voice”. I wanted the narrative to 
havean email-like quality. And inthislatestbook, large 
parts of the narrative are in fact fictional emails. Now 
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you’retelling me thetechnology doesn’tmatter?? No. 
Itmatters, Patricia ...It matters very much. 

I'm interested in your question about whether I'm 
formally comfortable with the novel. The answer is, 
with caveats, no. 

Idon’tthink writing novelsbecomes formally easier 
the more you doit. You might think, when firstyoutoil 
your way through writing a novel, that youare at least 
teaching yourself enormously valuable and difficult 
lessons that you will never have to learn again. But by 
the time you finish thatbook andstartanew one, those 
lessons no longer interest you, and you actively try to 
avoid reusing any of the things you worked so hard to 
leam before. Inthissense, writinganovelislike forcing 
yourself to acquire a very complicated skilland then, 
as soonas you've succeeded, losing all interestin ever 
using the skill again. 

Everyone who writes, professionally or otherwise, 
basically already knowsthisasa matter of instinct. For 
instance, let’s imagine that I'm someone who really 
enjoyswriting, which Iam, Igetanideaforascene, and 
Iwritethat scene, and then, for technological reasons, 
theworkgets deleted andIhave tostart again. Depending 
on how much work has been lost, this can be a very 
distressing experience. Why? Because I have to do a 


piece of work again thatIsupposedly enjoyed doing the 
first time. If really enjoyed doing it so much - not the 
accomplishment ofhaving done it, butthe act of doing 
it- whyshould itbeso painfultohave to doitagain? For 
me, it’s because I already taught myself what I wanted 
to know the first time. The writing canbe enjoyable and 
exciting when it involves discovery: of character, of 
language, of technique, etc. But when I’m just typing 
outsomething [know already, it’s depressing. Soin my 
experience, thereareintrinsicobstaclesto growingmore 
formally comfortable ina given genre. The pleasure of 
writing is derived from the frisson of discomfort. 

T'm going to send you this reply now before it gets 
any lengthier and more unwieldy! I’m sorry. Are you 
home yet? 


PL: Re: the emails - whenever someone starts 
disagreeing with me in long paragraphs, even ones as 
wonderful as yours, I listen at first and then I start 
wondering, in a wrestling match between us, who 
would win? Iam picturing both of us wearing André 
the Giant-type singlets, and in this scenario am more 
flexible than amin realllife. I willsay, thatwhen Iread 
thesections of thebook that! willnolongerthink of as 
“epistolary”, I thought, with a shiver of personal 
delight, itsounds just like Sally is writing to me! 

Iam NOTat home yetbecause yesterday afternoon, 
havingmade it from London to New York, and just as 
we wereabout toboard our flight home to Savannah, I 
was sitting at my gate at JFK watchinga documentary 
about the making of The Dark Side of the Moon. I was 
nurturing a tremendous hard-on for David Gilmour - 
you havetobe horny whenyou fly or else the plane will 
never stay up - when Jason collapsed. The paramedics 
rushed him by ambulance to Jamaica Hospital. He is 
nowstable and the doctor told himhe should try to fly 
homeas soonashe can, so we're taking the first flight 
out this moming. 

When we got to the hospital was going to write you 
rightaway, butI wasso tired, andI had been writingso 
many emails thatreally were emails (wrestling move), 
that I just started reading your book, as if there were 
nothing else for me to doin the world. I feel that this 
experience has tied me to you for ever. 

Icouldn’tstay with Jason because of Covid protocols, 
sothey putmeinthis empty littleconference room that 
had been abandoned by God. Someone had stuck a 
bloody plaster to the ceiling, as commentary, and there 
was awhiteboard wheresomeonehad written “Happy 
Mother’sDay!” WhileIwassitting there someonetexted 
me thatthis was thehospital whereDonald Trumphad 
been born, and it really felt like that. I mean, all you 
wantin ahospital waitingroom is somethingto distract 
you. But because I was alone, and everything was so 
heightened, Ireally did feel that I was reading about 
the world undemeath the world. 

I thought I was going tobe in that room for ever. I 


thought I was going to die there, with Donald Trump 
being perpetually born above me. Every so often it 
would go completely dark, because I wassitting so still 
that the automatic lights perceived there was no one 
in there. And I came to these passages of physical 
description - more of it than in your first two books, I 
think. Itwaslike youwere staking outactual territory, 
taking us by the shoulders and saying: “You still live 
here.” Aliceand Eileen holding each other, the beautiful 
world. And maybe it’s just because I’m writing about 
Tothe Lighthouserightnow, but those passages almost 
seemed to be observed from that point of view - the 
‘sweeping up of the house after the Ramsays are gone, 
the bright revolution of the eye of the lighthouse, the 
point of view of nature and time 

Texts were coming in from friends, giving me the 
names of surgeons at better hospitals. Jason would 
occasionally call, sounding half inand half out of the 
world. Ifelt that Ineededsomeonetocomeand putme 
back into my body. I was not crying at what was 
happening, but sometimes I cried alittle at the book. 


SR: I'm very glad you're home again now and that 
everything seems tobe OK for the moment. Ifthenovel 
keptyoucompany during suchan extreme ordeal, then 
T’'mtouched. I feel that everything I write is so small 
and quiet that any contact with real crisis might just 
touch it over into the trivial. ButI suppose it depends. 
I would like to write books from which nothing is 
excluded. Youwouldbein there, and Jason, and empty 
conference rooms, motion-sensorlights, text messages 
about surgeons, wrestling metaphors. I don’t want to 
write books that are cold and stylised and feel closed 
off from life. Reading your email the second or third 
time - after we'd been in touch elsewhere and youhad 
let me know that he’d been discharged and you’d 
arrived home safely - I felt like maybe my mission 
should beto write novelsthat can beread by frightened 
people in hospital waiting rooms, And if I let that 
principle guideme fromnowon, then my booksmight 
bemoreseriousand sturdier, better equipped for contact 
with real life. ButI’m not even sureif that’s true. 

As arule I don’tlike to endure anything in life that 
Ican’t use in my work, Ifsomething happens to me in 
reality that feels too distressing, too ugly, or too 
confusingtobearany relationship withmy work, then 
Ifeel that whatever I’m writing must be dishonest. 
Partly I suppose that’s why I wanted Alice’s career to 
resemble mine so closely. Ithas to do witha principle 
of honesty that’s hard forme to describe exactly. The 
book would have felt false and meaningless for me if 
hadn’t found space insideit to accommodate that part 
ofmy life, however idiotic it was. And then, inversely, 
my real life would have felt even more idiotic and 


painful if! couldn’tat least make use of >> 


itsomehow in my writing. That’s not to 
say that the book describes “real events’ 
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P'mterrible at describing real events, But thenovel did 
have real emotional and intellectual experiences, in 
the form of fictional events and characters. The real 
catastrophes that have happened tome, like the one 
your email describes, have all ended up in my books, 
though almost always unrecognisably. 

Every time I talk with you about writing, and we 
discuss the contrasts in our processes, ideas, 
preferences, values, always secretly wonder whichof 
us is the real artist. My work is so mundane and 
technical, and your work is so unpredictable and 
extraordinary. !'m sometimesalittlebit droll, but you're 
always hilarious, to a degree that actually becomes 
confrontational and philosophically challenging. 
Ican write sex scenes, kind of, but you can erotically 
live-tweet Bambi to an audience of millions. We're 
interested in some of the same things, but you're 
capable of throwing yourself courageously into the 
extremes, and ’mnot, Iliketo drinkaglass of tap water 
and think my little thoughts. (‘What if one of the 
characters calls another one on the phone?’) My 
admiration foryour work, and for you personally, makes 
mefeel doubtful aboutwhat seems too greata disparity 
between us. But maybe it’s possible to embrace the 
dichotomy without wrestling. 

Speaking of which: when Iwas struggling with the 
ending of the novel, a friend suggested I should read 
The Waves. Sometimes I'll read something thatcomes 
in at a particularly unexpected angle to my own 
thoughts, and that way Ican get new ideas. The Waves 
helped meallot - it’s beautiful book, which ’d never 
read before, though I love Woolf, So your words about 
To the Lighthouse mademe happy. 

Isn’t this an email?? Nothing in it matters unless it 
interests or amuses you. I’m aimingonly to seem gently 
inane and consoling, at best. In real life, 'm thinking 
of you both and sending love. 


PL: I don’t know either. If Isaw someone reading my 
novel in a hospital waiting room, I would physically 
takeitoutof theirhands. Actually another woman came 
in while I was waiting, they were doing chest 
compressions onher fatherinthe hallway, and ceased 
tobe a writer atall, but some sort of organisational 
force, offering tissues and consolation and information. 
Exactly the samething you wouldhavedone, or anyone, 
Ifyou triedto write consolation it wouldn’twork. What 
consoles or distracts in those moments is another 
person’scompleteandpleasurableabsorptioninathing 
that may not matterat all, the sense thatlife and the 
world go onlikea river outside you. 

TthinkTknow what you mean about using yourlife 
in fiction. When I got to the end - even knowing how 
novels work!~ I thought, I hope Sally is not ill, Thope 
she is not in pain. I thought that at the end of 
Conversations withFriendsas well, IhopeSally doesn’t 
have endometriosis. Partof thepain [feel in readings 
forthe characters, butpartofitis always or the writer, 
what they must have been through. 

When you say, “Ialways secretly wonder which of 
usisthereal artist”: thisisso funny, and sonarcissistic, 
and exactly the samethingI do. Beforewemet-we did 
an event in a church where stole the priest’s cassock 
- we were both afraid of each other. When I read the 
unexpected mention of mein Conversations with Friends 
[Frances says they admire “the poet Patricia Lockwood”), 
Ithought, butshewouldn’tlikeme. She wouldseeright 
through me, asif that’s what you go about doing. 

‘When wewere together another time, at abarbecue 
restaurant, you said something that I found very 
touching, Youwere gently impersonating yourselfin the 
writing ofanewwork, andyoumade thisexcited gesture, 
and you said: “There's this guy, you'regonnalovehim.” 
AndI thought, theyare real to her, the characters. They 
mustappear toherin herbedroom atnight. She cantake 


them up the stairs, she knows what the wear on their 
sleeveslooks like, and their lifeis going on undemeath 
hersatall times. 

Somaybewe are right, thatyou see through us. But 
we aren’t the point - you are seeing through us to 
something else you need to see. And think now, this 
isthe core of you. That you see these things, and it is 
true of your reading as well, that you walk among 
characters, in the flesh, in the clothes of the period, 
with the wordsin their mouths, and sparkling. 

‘You want asex scene in the waiting room as well. 
(I was hoping for one between Felix and Simon [from 
Beautiful World] and David Gilmour, but it was not to 
be.) Ihave thoughta lot about why yours are so good, 
so electric, and it’s because they actually seem to 
contain the human exchange, the moment of friction 
that must be played out before you can surrender. I 
wondered, why am Iso shy to aska direct question? 
And it’s because it was so close to beingin one of your 
bedrooms. Italmost borders on that moment - where 
Istep too far, and you rise or rebut or show that core of 
rigour, and then we must break past it somehow, so 
something else can happen. And itcan’thappen here, 
but maybe somewhere else, just offto the side. 


‘SR: When you say you feel pain for the writer, thismight 
touch on the idea of autofiction, and the relation 
between thatideaand what we (respectively)are doing 
in ourwork. Of course, when Iread your work, I also 
feel for the character and the writer at the same time. 
And although I write more conventional novels, and I 
don’t ask the reader to imagine that the events of the 
novel have literally taken place in my real life, the 
principle of honesty applies. 

Buteven though my work does seemto asksomething 
personalof the reader, Idon’tspeakin publicaboutany 
personal difficulties I may have experienced.I’m fairly 
guarded by disposition anyway, but much more so in 
public life, I don’t mind talking about my work, if it 
interests anyone, But Ihave nothing to say about my 
life, and especially not the parts of my life that (may) 
have been difficult or painful. 

Ido sometimes become curious as to why exactly I 
take this attitude. It’snot- obviously -born of timidity. 
Infact! think, asyou seem tosensealso, thatit’sa kind 
of aggression on my part. Inour line of work, aperson 
can findthemselvescoerced, contractually or otherwise, 
into doingalotof things they don’twant todo. [suppose 
it’sa point of pride for me, one of the very few Ihave 
leftat this stage, thatI can at leastrefuse to be coerced 


Ican write 

sex scenes, 

kind of, but you 
can erotically 
live-tweet Bambi 
to an audience 
of millions 

SALLY ROONEY 


intobeing emotionally vulnerablein public. No! Asfar 
asmy public statements are concerned, Iam completely 
invulnerable, and Ihave never suffereda day in my life. 
It may not make any sense, or have any usefull 
consequences, but I would rather die than give them 
what they want. 

Your description at the restaurant sounds like met 
By which I mean, very embarrassing. Butit’s true, Ido 
livewithmy protagonistsasif they’rereal. Whatexcites 
me about publishing my workissharing the characters 
with other people. My mostintense and life-changing 
reading experiences have always involved deep 
attachments to fictional characters. And that sort of 
mystical, almost spiritual, experience of attachment 
is something I try to accomplish in my novels. All the 
other aspects of my work ~ aesthetic or ideological 
concerns, forinstance -are subordinate tothat ambition. 

On this same topic, Ithink people who criticise my 
prose style have a point. I don’t think my prose is 
fantastic. But it’s secondary to the characters for me. 
My novels are not fundamentally about language, 
they’re about people and their lives. If need to show 
oneofmy characters looking thoughtfully attheceiling, 
P’moften not interested in finding a new unexpected 
way of phrasing the gesture. I’m justimpatienttoget her 
looking up at that ceiling, so can get closer to what’s 
really going on for her - intellectually, emotionally, 
whatever. Asa result, my prose can sometimesend up 
flatand repetitive, and although I try to smoothit out 
and make itnicer, I don’ talways succeed. 

There are so many things I fail to do in my work. Pd 
liketobeabetter writer. Butthe hardestdisappointment 
isinfeelingthatT’ve failed todojusticeto my characters, 
Ihate the idea of thrusting them out into the cold hard 
light of publicity to be jeered at and reviled. They really 
do meanas much tomeasifthey were real. I's with foolish 
butnecessary optimism that I say things like: “There's 
this guy, you're going to love him.” In the end, alot of 
people won’t love him atall, or even notice he’s there, 
through my failingsas a writerand through thebizarre 
state of the discoursearound my work, Icontentmyself 
with the hope that behind all the noise and distraction, 
inaquietinteriorsomewhere, someoneis encountering 
that character, and they dolove him. The beauty ofthat 
kind of love: that’s what makesme wantto write novels. 


Beautiful World, Where Are You by Sally Rooney is 
published in paperback (Faber). No One Is Talking 
‘About This by Patricia Lockwood (Bloomsbury) won the 
Dylan Thomas prize. 
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EOFF DYER HAS ALWAYS been an 

essentially youthful literary presence. 

Across a career that has blended 

novels, biography, essays, criticism, 

memoirandjournalism there has been 

a consistently wide-eyed curiosity 
about the disparate things that catch his attention: 
DH Lawrence; jazz; Burning Man; Russian cinema; 
drugs; theSomme ... Ofcourse, one ofthemain things 
that has always caught Dyer’s attention is Geoff Dyer, 
and henowattemptstobring his trademark freshness, 
bounceand humour toan examination of the decidedly 
unyouthful spheres of “things comingto an end, artists’ 
last works, time running out”. This is his moment. 
While Dyer may still be young atheart, he is also now 
in hismid60s, hada mini-strokein his mid 5osandhis 
tennishabithas left him with “multiplepermutations 
of trouble: rotator cuff, hip flexor, wrist, cricked neck, 
lowerback, and bad knees (both)”. 

Dyer’s obsession with tennis has only grown in 
intensity over the years. He still plays twice a week - 
although these days he’s unableto serve overarm -and 
hisTV timehasbeen significantly multiplied byafriend 
sharing apassword forthe Tennis Channel. The endless 
speculation as to Roger Federer's retirement has 
naturally been of interest and it became important to 
him “that abook underwritten by my own experience 
of thechanges wroughtby ageing should be completed 
before Roger’sretirement”.(“Yes, ‘Roger’, not ‘Federer’,” 
heexplains, “even thoughT’'venevermet him it’s Roger, 
always and only Roger.”) 

Yet just as Dyer’s book about DH Lawrence, Out of 
Sheer Rage, was about not writing a book about 
DH Lawrence, so this bookisnot really about Federer, 
We dolearn bitsand pieces of what he meansto Dyer - 
down toa close reading oftwo points he lost to Novak 
Djokovic in the 2019 Wimbledon final. But he is a 
minorplayer when compared with Dyer’sstudy of Bob 
Dylan’s terrible concerts yet endless appeal, the aged 


Roger Federer plays 
his 1,500th match 


JMW Turner throwing caution to the wind, Beethoven's 
late quartets, Nietzsche's breakdown or, naturally, Dyer 
himself, Longtime readers will know the bones of his 
biography - working-class Cheltenham; grammar 
school; Oxford; 80s boholifein Brixton, which segued 
into a writing career - but the snippets of it here are 
seen through a new lens. He remembers how his 
relatives, living in a “world of poorly paid, often 
unpleasant and unrewarding work” regarded 
retirement as something to “look forward to from a 
surprisingly early age. It was a form of promotion, 
practically an ambition.” A Duke of Edinburgh award 
camp (he stopped after bronze, and quitting is alsoa 
theme of thebook)is recalledas the moment heheard 
the news that George Best had given up football aged 
only 26. More tangentially atrip from Oxford tosee the 
Clash at Lewisham occasions an elegiac passageon the 
notion of the last train, which he and his friend had 
missed. Another riff recalls the misery of last orders 
being called in British pubs. 

The capaciousness of Dyer's themes allow him to 
roam widely. There are sections on the linked demise 
of the Plains Indians and the buffalo, and on Robert 
Redford, facing death alone ona stricken yacht, inthe 
2013 film All IsLost. Among the many novels Dyer has 
called time on is The Brothers Karamazov (his copy 
still has a 2012 receipt from a restaurant in Bologna 
between pages 80 and 81) and Anthony Powell’s ADance 
to the Music of Time - the first attempt after volume 
five, the second at book three. His only regret was not 
abandoningit sooner, “ideally beforeI’deven started” 

Butwhileheisa connoisseurof the humdrum details 
of failure - often skilfully crafted for humour with 
himselfasthe target -healsohasajoyousappreciation 
of the transcendent and the triumphant. Along list of 
“things one comes round to at last, late in the day” 
includes the writing of Jean Rhys and Eve Babitz, 
and Powell and Pressburger’s Colonel Blimp. Inabook 
aboutthings thatare mostly toolate, themanymentions 
of lockdown strangely feel slightly too soon. Not 
because they are distressing, more that they are still 
too familiar and noteven Dyer’s originality can render 
themsurprising. 

Inanother writer, Dyer’stendency toself-centredness 
could easily bewearying. Butthe minutiaehe pulls out 
for display - the free tennis login, taking shampoo from 
hotels on an industrial scale - ring true to life and 
embody akindof openness. And itisthis openness and 
attention to things that encourage you to trust and 
followhim inoccasionally morearcaneforays, such as 
Nietzsche’snotionof theeternal recurrence. Butthere 
is alwayshumour, as wellas the sense thathehaslooked 
dlosely and thought about things. He might note that 
at any poetry reading, “however enjoyable, the words 
we most look forward to hearing are always the same: 
‘Tread two more poems.” Yet his book is saturated 
by deep engagement with poetry from Larkin to 
Tennyson, Milton, Louise Gliick and more. 

Dyer acknowledges he is trending towards demo- 
graphic norms in that he finds himself increasingly 
reluctantto “stray far from themilitary history section 
of bookshops, with an ever tightening focus on the 
second world war”, But he is also someone who still 
engages in intricately choreographed hallucinogenic 
drug-taking in Joshua Tree, literally dreams about 
playing football (“my best dreams of the year”) and 
rides his bike with theapparent gusto ofan eight year- 
old. Age has come upon him, but youth has not gone, 
Itis knee supports on both legs that now keep him on 
the tennis court, butlikeFederer, itis areserve of flair, 
touch, timingandakeen eyethat keeps himin the game. 
To buy a copy for £17.40.go to guardianbookshop.com 
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ny book that claims to offer 

an insight into Anna Wintour, 

the longterm editor-in-chief of 
US Vogue, isa guaranteed bestseller. 
Thisisas true of fiction (The Devil 
‘Wears Prada, by Wintour’s former 
assistant, Lauren Weisberger) asit is 
of schlocky biographies (Front Row: 
the Cool Life and Hot Times of Anna 
Wintour by Jerry Oppenheimer) and 
hatchet jobs by those who know her 
(2020's The Chiffon Trenches, in which 
her former close friend and colleague, 
the late André Leon Talley, claimed 
she is not “capable of simple human 
Kindness”). No other magazine editor 
has ever held such fascination for the 
public. But why? 

According to Amy Odell in her 
semi-authorised biography, Anna 
(Wintour herself did not contribute, 
but Odell thanks her “for allowing me 
into her world”), the answer is sexism: 
“{tis probably [Wintour]'s fearsome 
reputation that first comes to mind 
when her nameis mentioned ... 
Though ifa man didher job as well 
and with similar affectations, his 
discipline and commitment would 
likely be celebrated,” she writes. This 
isavery zeitgeisty point to make, but, 
is it actually true? famale editor 
hired afemale journalist, and then 


Anna Wintour's 
image is softened 
in Odelt's biography 


packed her offto get ahaircut, abetter 


wardrobe and skirts cut to “the 
regulation 19 inches”, as Wintour did 
according to Odell’s book, would that 
be celebrated? And ifa male editor 
commissioned a puff piece about 
Asma al-Assad in 2010 and then, going 
against the advice of the writer of the 
piece, Joan Juliet Buck, and some of 
her staff, insisted on running itin the 
magazine just because he “liked the 
photo of Asma”, and then did not 
renew poor Buck’s contract when there 
was a publicbacklash, would that be 
applauded? (Full disclosure: US Vogue 
asked me, several times, to interview 
al-Assad for them in 2010. Ideclined.) 

Idon’t say all this to trash Wintour, 
because, occasional blindspots aside, 
Ibelieve she’s great magazine 
editor. Like Odell, I thinka lot of the 
discourse about her, in which she’s 
conflated with Miranda Priestly, the 
bullying editor of The Devil Wears 
Prada, is extremely silly. But [also 
don’t think that cod-feminist 
arguments in her defence, which fly 
in the face of the facts, act asa sound 
corrective, let alone get anyone closer 
tothe truth, 

T’ve met Wintour several times. 
Spoiler: she’s always been perfectly 
polite to me, but there’s no denying 
the woman is scary. The only time’ ve 
ever seena room of journalists truly 
quake in fear is when I satinona 
features meeting at US Vogue and 
Wintour asked her editors if they 
had any ideas. She is not mean, like 
Priestley, but she is astonishingly 
brusque and more likely to tell you 
you're wrong than right. Odell tries 
to soften her using the same trick a 
women’s magazine editor once told 
me when [interviewed a female 
politician: “To make her more 
relatable, emphasise that she’s a 
mother.” Odell makes great play of 
how much Wintour loves her children, 
Charlie and Bee Shaffer, which is 
no doubt true, but doesn’t reveal 
anything other than that Wintouris 
human, whichT'dalready guessed. 

Wintour, I strongly suspect, enjoys 


herreputation as the Genghis Khan 
of fashion: after all, when she went to 
a screening of the film of The Devil 
Wears Prada, she wore - of course - 
Prada. She is unapologetic about 
taking unpopular stances, suchas 

her notorious fondness for real fur and 
her even more notorious aversion to 
fatness, both in others and herself. 
Odell is a scrupulous researcher, but 
Pmless interested in the size of 
Wintour’ first mortgage than in 
understanding what drives her to keep 
working when she’s been at the top for 
decades, where she learned not to care 
about being liked and where that fat 
aversion comes from. Odell implies 
that Wintour’s toughness comes from 
her father, Evening Standard editor 
Charles Wintour, butit doesn’t sound 
asif he was around much when she 
was growing up. Annais more ofa 
defence of its subject than an insight 
into her, more interested in the 
decorative frills than the complex 
tailoringbeneath, 

To buy a copy for £17.40 

g0 to guardianbookshop.com 
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or many men fightingin the 
Frisco war, the fear of being 
permanently disabled was more 
terrifying than death. Yet worse even 
than the prospect of a life-changing 
disability was the horror of facial 
disfigurement. While men who lost 
a limb were treated as heroes, those 
who suffered facial injuries were often 
shunned orreviled. 

Harold Gillies, a New Zealand-bon 
surgeon who trained in Britain, helped 
thousands of men to literally face the 
world again. His workin the unithe 
created at the Queen’s Hospital, 
Sidcup, has been overshadowed by 
the more familiar story of his cousin, 
Archibald McIndoe, who rebuilt the 
bumt faces of pilots in his “Guinea 
Pig Club” in the second world war. 

Yet it was Gillies, an extraordinarily 
compassionate man as well as askilled 
surgeon, who really transformed the 
speciality of plastic surgery. 

In her engrossing book, Lindsey 
Fitzharris not only tells the story of 
Gillies’s achievements, she immerses 
us in the world of the men he helped, 


following them from the carnage of 
the trenches to the wards where they 
made long and painful recoveries. 

Gillies was 32 when war broke 
out. He joined the Red Cross and was 
sent to Francein 1915, where he first 
encountered men with appalling facial 
injuries caused by shells, shrapnel and 
sniper bullets. Plastic surgery was in 
its infancy. A few enterprising doctors 
had attempted reconstructive 
operations but mainly on noses and 
ears and with variable results. Some 
operations enabled patients to eat and 
speak but left gaping holes. Gillies 
realised that a specialist facial surgery 
centre was needed where patients 
would receive expert treatment and 
surgeons could perfect their skills. 

He was first allotted a ward at 
the Cambridge Military Hospital 
in Aldershot, where he recruited a 
multidisciplinary team including 
dentists, nurses and an anaesthetist 
along with an artist to document their 
work. Before long, he was given his 
own dedicated centre in Sidcup, ina 
Georgian mansion surrounded by 
wooden huts, which opened as the 
Queen’s Hospital in 1917. 

With no textbooks to follow, 
Gillies had to inventhis own solutions, 
often sketching ideas onan envelope 
then performing multiple operations 
involving skin, cartilage and bone 
grafts. “He would set to work on some 
man who had had half his face literally 
blown to pieces with the skin that was 
lefthanging in shreds,” saida nurse 
who worked alongside him. Gillies 
took flaps of skin from patients’ chests 
and elsewhere, leaving them attached 
by narrow strips to maintain blood 
supply, then swung them round to 
cover facial wounds. In one landmark 
operation, he sewed the strips into 
tubes - or “pedicules” - which reduced 
therisk of infection. Using these 
techniques, Gillies recreated noses, 
jaws, lips and eyelids. One man 
underwent 40 operations to rebuild 
hisnose. 

To maintain morale, the hospital 
ran sports days and staged amateur 
dramatics. Patients were encouraged 
towalk the local streets where some 
benches were painted blue so that 
passersby would be warned in 
advance thata disfigured man 
mightbe sitting there. 

This isnot a book for the 
fainthearted. Meticulously clear 
and detailed accounts of gruesome 
injuries and gruelling operations are 
supplemented by stunning portraits 
by the warartist Henry Tonks, who 
depicted patients before and after 
their reconstructions. Despite its 
harrowing subject, however, Fitzharris 
presentsan intensely movingand 
hugely enjoyable story about a 
remarkable medical pioneer and 
the men he remade. 

To buy a copy for £17.40 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 
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burning down of Basing House 

by Oliver Cromwell in 1645, all 
sorts of odd things kept tuming up 
in the ruins. There was fine glass. 
from Venice, an ivory cup from west 
Africa, apothecary jars from Delft and 
fragments of a Chinese bowl. Random 
though these remnants were, they 
were nothing compared with the 
assorted jumble of house guests who 
had left them behind. For three years 
at the height of England’s civil war, 
500 or so mostly strangers had been 
obliged to cram hugger-mugger into 
the Tudor castle, which lay two miles 
east of Basingstoke, Sheltered within 
the massive earthwork fortifications 
were Roman Catholics and Anglicans, 
soldiers and architects, actors and 
apothecaries, people who burned 
with righteous angerat what was 
happening to their beloved country, 
and those who couldn't wait for the 
whole thing to be over. The one thing 
they all had in common was that they 
were nominally king’s men, on the 
side of Charles in his bloody and 
seemingly endless struggle against 
his own parliament. 

In The Siege of Loyalty House the 
historian Jessie Childs, whose great 
strength isher ability to deliver 
first-rate scholarship in really luscious 
prose, uses Basing as amicrocosm 
through which to view the civil war 
inal its fog and mess. While each side 
liked to trade in stereotypes - Cavaliers 
cut off old ladies’ heads and played 
tennis with them, Puritans wanted 
tocancel Christmas - if you asked 
people why they were for oragainst 
the king they replied vaguely in terms 
of “religion”, “liberty”, “loyalty” and 
“law”. The ageing architect Inigo 
Jones appears to have been holed up 
in Basing House forno other reason 
than his roleas the Stuarts’ in-house 
purveyor of grand buildings and 
court masques. Then there was 
Thomas Fuller, a clergyman who 
took advantage of the downtime 
offered by the siege to write a vast 
study of Britain patchworked from its 
“native commodities and rarities”. 
Hampshire, for Fuller, wasa place of 
“malignant” moles, “troutful waters” 
and the best bacon in the land. All this 
hectic record-making was his way of 
keeping the olden days safe even as 


E the centuries following the 
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they were going up in smoke, 

Basing House belonged to the 
fabulously wealthy and unshakably 
Catholic marquess of Winchester. 
This, according to the enemy troops, 
made ita bastion of “popery”, “a nest 
of the vilest vermin in all the kingdom”. 
The marquess was no soldier, though, 
so command of the garrison went to 
Marmaduke Rawdon, a merchant 
and Church of Englander who had 
made fortune in the city and liked to 
boast aboutit. With these “new man” 
credentials you might expect Rawdon 
tobe on Cromwell's side, but he had 
a cousin who wasa bishop, which 
was quite enough to puthim in the 
parliamentarians’ bad books. There 
was a special place in their Puritan hell 
reserved for “jengling and jangling” 
senior churchmen who wore bells 
down to their codpieces and 
resembled morris dancers. 

There were three main assaults on 
Basing House between 1643 and 1645, 
each more horrible than the last. 
Childs doesn’t spare us the brutalities. 
A wounded Parliamentarian soldier 
lies screaming on the ground while 
maggots wriggle over him. Others 
are incinerated as ahay barn goes 
upin flames, Nor wasit just the men 
who were called to be brave. Honora, 
Winchester’s second wife, tore lead 
from the roof to make shot; while 
others threw bricks at the enemy, 
taunting: “Come up, Roundheads, 
if ye dare.” Childs is outstanding at 
describing the particularhorror of 
dying slowly among people you don’t 
much care for. In its grim intensity, 
her descriptions recall JG Farrell's 
masterly The Siege of Krishnapur. 

Itwas Cromwell, fresh from his 
recent triumph at Naseby, who led 
the final “fling”. By this time Rawdon 
and his troops had sensibly scarpered, 


E 


leaving a raggle-taggle group of 
teenage conscripts. The place was 
cindered, although Winchester 
survived, as indeed did Inigo Jones 
and Thomas Fuller. All the same, they 
must have wondered whether the 
suffering of the past three years had 
been worthitas they stepped out 

into a smoking, derelict world that 

no longer had any place for them. 

To buy a copy for £21.75 

go toguardianbookshop.com 


Lossand lockdown 
Whimsical reflections on 
life, grief and dentistry 


Houman Barekat 


ESSAYS 
Happy-Go-Lucky 
David Sedaris 
LITTLE, BROWN, £23.55, 


avid Sedaris lives in West 
D Sussex - where he hasattained 
local treasure status thanks 
to his proclivity for late-night litter- 
picking ~but spent the Covid lockdowns 
in New York. As aself-confessed 
attention junkie, the enforced hiatus 
hithim hard. Of the live audiences he 
misses, he writes: “It’s not just their 
laughter! pay attention to butalso the 
quality of their silence” - and you can’t 
replicate that over Zoom. In this new 
memoir, Sedaris recounts his lockdown 
experience with his customary blend 
of wry self-deprecation and affable 
misanthropy. He recalls how the 
pandemic prompted an outbreak of 


competitive piety - a “new spirit of 
one-downmanship” ~among ordinary 
Americans: “It wasa goldenera ... 

for the self-righteous.” 

Happy-Go-Lucky is made up of 18 
short essays, several of them setin the 
very recent past, others reminiscing 
about earlier times: a late-90s sojourn 
in Normandy; exchanges with taxi 
drivers in eastern Europe; a visit to 
a shooting range in his native North 
Carolina with his sister, Amy. Ata 
graduation address to students of 
Oberlin college in Ohio he urges the 
assembled youngsters to reject priggish 
philistinism: “The goal is to have less 
incommon with the Taliban, notmore.” 

Sedaris’s stock in tradeis the 
whimsical apercu. In these pages he 
ponders the curiously old-fashioned 
names assigned to hurricanes (“Irma, 
Agnes, Bertha, Floyd - they sound like 
finalistsin a pinochle tournament”) 
and the practicalities of looting shoe 
stores (“How ... did people find the 
shoe style they were looking for, let 
alone the propersize ...?)”. He revels 
in the banal, expounding on such issues 
as horoscopes, the secret to longevity 
in relationships and the life-changing 
effects of dental surgery. 

The focus intermittently switches 
tomore sombre matters, most notably 
the death of his father at the age of 98. 
Apparently something of abully, 

Lou Sedaris was reduced in his final 
months to “a pussycat, a delight” and 
a “gentle gnome”, prompting Sedaris 
to wonder if “the dear, cheerful man 
Isaw that afternoonat Springmoor 
[tetirementhome] was there all along, 
smothered in layers of rage and 
impatience”. We learn that his late 
sister, Tiffany, had made troubling 
allegations against their father before 
taking her own life back in 2013, At the 
time of her death she had been living 
in such squalor that her bohemian 
housemates didn’t notice the smell of 
her decomposing body for five days, 
(“Well, we're heavy smokers,’ they 
explained when asked about it.”) 

Sedaris doesn’t always come across 
well in this book: he sounds abit glib 
on racial politics, and downright 
cranky when lamenting the coddled 
entitlement of the younger generation. 
He can be petty, too, and bitter, though 
it is partly because of these flaws that 
people relate to him. A vague sense of 
existential cluelessness has always 
been part of his shtick, embodied 
in his distinctive vocal delivery ~ a 
slightly whiny deadpan that imbues 
his monologues with bathos. That 
aural componentis, in truth, essential 
tothe Sedaris charm. On the page he’s 
a somewhat diminished presence: 
engaging but rarely captivating. 

To buy a copy for £16.52 
go to guardianbookshop.com 


Affable misanthropy 
from David Sedaris 


INGRID CHRISTIE 


SAMIR MAACHUGETTWEVEEM 


CULTURE 


Aworld 


without men 


Half of humanity 


disappears in a 


disturbing study 


of loss, grief and 


moral sacrifice 


Alex Clark 


‘The Men 
Sandra Newman 
GRANTA, £14.99, 


N SANDRA NEWMAN’ Sfifthnovel, all human 

beings and foetuses with a Y chromosome 

disappear in an instant, leaving the XXs to 

celebrate, grieve or organise in a radically 

altered world. To create a work of fiction with 

such a stark premise as Newman also did in 
herprevioushigh-conceptnovel, The Heavens, atime- 
uavelling taleset betweena reconfigured present-day 
‘New York and16th-century England - runs the riskof 
confronting the reader with a task ofreimagining that 
is hard tosee beyond. 

But although it’s true that The Men neverallows us 
to forgetiits dramatic first principle, numerous other 
strands and themes emerge: the long aftermath of 
trauma and coercive control; various manifestations 
of charisma and complicity; the insidious, 
dehumanising effects of a society in thrall to screen 
representations of reality. Itis also a novel about the 
lengths to which we might all go to assuage individual 
lossand grief; if the world turned outtobeabetter place 
without yourloved one, would you sacrifice the greater 
good to turn the clock back? 

Itisin the exploration of these areas, the hinterland 
beyond the shock headline, that The Men really 
intrigues and disturbs. Indeed, once both characters 
and readers have absorbed the mass disappearances 
and their immediate effects -the collapse of industries 
and utilities chiefly run by men, andtheensuing plane 
crashes, power outages and lack of policing; the vast 
reductionin sexual violence and assault, and the “sweet 
clamourof voicesin theair” when those voices belong 
only to women and girls - itis the less immediately 
obvious fallout that dominates. 

Foritscentral character, Jane Pearson, a tall, white, 
blondex-ballerina whom Newman gives the sole first- 
person narrative, theloss of herhusbandand young son 
bringsnotonly mourningbutachanceto try tointegrate 
two parts ofherlife and her psyche. There’sheryouth, 
when the predatory head ofa dance companyused her 


to procure young men and boys, leading tothem both 
becoming “the mostfamoussex criminalsinthe United 
States”; and her adulthood, in which she attempted to 
become the perfect wife and mother, “a saint of love”. 

Bridging the two is Evangelyne Moreau, a Black 
woman who, followingajail term forshootingthe police 
officers who massacred her family, has founded a 
political party and looks set to become US president. 
Evangelyne and Jane havebeen loversand colleagues 
inthe past; the ambiguity over who holdsthe power in 
their relationship, and to what extent the structural 
privilege of raceand classerases the personal dynamic, 
isanother of thenovel’smostfertilesubplots. Tellingly, 
Jane’sstory is given precedence throughout; sheis the 
white protagonist whose traumaisjudgedmost worthy 
of elaboration and understanding. That Newman is 
aware of this is suggested by various key scenes, 
including one in which Jane mistakenly assumes 
Evangelyneischasing her through thestreetsbecause 
ofhernotoriety; in fact, the Blackwomansimply wants 
toaskhernot toattend aclassaimed atBlackstudents. 


VANGELY NE’S NAMEis clearly meant 
tosuggest HGWells’snovel Thelsland of 
Doctor Moreau, but despite her evident 
desirefor influence, sheisnotthenovel's 
mad scientist, desperate to create beings 
half-animal, half-human. Thatstrand of 
the story unfolds in the shape of mysterious video 
footage thatappears online, featuringthe missing men 
ina terrifying apocalypticand savage setting. Several 
ofthenovel’s characters becomeaddictedto“TheMen”, 
asit comes to be known. Soon the footage is gripping 
viewers desperate to see their own loved one on 
screen, their obsession fed by the gradual release of 
additional material 

Utopias and their failure, and outright dystopias, 
are a preoccupation of Newman’s work; in2014’s The 
Country of Ice Cream Star, a post-plague society must 
figure outwhy everyone diesbefore theyreach20, while 
the alternative ways of life represented by aliens and 
visions cropped up in her 2002 debut, The Only Good 
Thing Anyone Has Ever Done. In this novel she seems 
most concerned with the conflict between the 
individual and the group, and the ways in which that 
might threaten any form of progress, The landscapes 
of The Men are suffused with environmental 
degradation, where “notastick wasalive, not a floating 
seed”, “Weunderstood: this wasa future worldin which 
the menhadnever disappeared. Itwasthehelltowhich 
wewouldhavebeen condemned, theEarth they would 
have made,” notes Jane. 

The novel caused troubleahead of publication. There 
were vehement charges of gender essentialism and 
transphobia; in Newman's scenario, thedisappearance 
ofanyone witha chromosome means trans, intersex 
and non-binary people being swept away. There were 
alsoaccusations of misandry for the idea that violence, 
war and cruelty might simply go away in the absence 
ofmen, rather than relocate to anotherhost. Predictably, 
most of these reactions occurred in the absence of the 
textitself, althoughsome detailed critiques havemore 
recently appeared. Even then, though, itwas the novel's 
most easily summarised premise that dominated. 

Butit seems too literal to read the book asa simple 
equationin which the existence ofmen equals the death 
of hope for the future, even as one might also argue 
that the stark set-upmakes sucha conclusion tricky to 
avoid. TheMen isaconfusingnovel, full of fraughtideas 
and janglingemotions, anda prose stylethat veers from 
affectlessness and distance to attempts to capture 
vulnerability. At its strongest, however, it is an 
exploration of attachment, itslureanditsperil, and the 
impossibility of its eradication from human affairs. 
To buy a copy for £13.04 go to guardianbookshop.comi 
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American nightmares 
Corruption and power 
ina dazzling first novel 
KitFan 


Nightcrawling 
Leila Mottley 
BLOOMSBURY, £16.99 


hen asked how to write ina 
world dominated by a white 
culture, Toni Morrison once 


responded: “By trying to alter language, 
simply to free it up, not to repress or 
Tease it. Blast its racist 

Ata time when structural 
imbalances of capital, health, gender 
and race deepen divides, the young 
American Leila Mottley’s debut novel 
is asearing testament to the liberated 
spiritand explosive ingenuity of 

such storytelling. 

Based on a true crime in 2015 
involving institutional exploitation, 
brutality and corruption in the Oakland 
police department, Nightcrawling 
gives voice to 17-year-old Kiara 
Johnson, who, after her father’s death 
and mother’s detention in arehab 
facility, becomesa sex worker to pay 
for rent hikes, She also needs to look 
after her disillusioned older brother 
Marcus, who spends his time on 
music, and Trevor, anine-year-old left 
behind by a neighbour. Drugs, sex and 
powerstruggles are a familiar premise 
from television dramas such as The 
Wire. What makes Nightcrawling 
scarring and unforgettable as a novel, 
is Mottley’s ability to change our 
language about and perception of the 
repressed and confined. She does this 
by entering the mind, body and soul of 
Kiara, one of the toughest and kindest 
young heroines of our time. 

“Strut, fly, gallop,” Kiara tells us. 
"There are so many ways to walk a 
street, but none of them will make you 
bulletproof.” In Nightcrawling, dangers 
loom brighter than streetlights, but 
there is also something freeing in the 
way Mottley writes about Kiara 
walking the streets after dark. It’s as if 
the teenager somehow has tolearn a 
new voice, rhythm and language: “I'm 
shuffling and skipping and trying to 
warm handsina sky that only breeds 
cold and real quick my heel snaps off 
the sole of shoes Istole from Salvation, 
Amy and sidewalk meets cheek. Stings. 
Glass inside the cut. Blood spill. Blood 
clot. Voice.” 


Nightcrawling 
brings the streets 
of Oakland to life 
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BOOKS FICTION 


From themessy yet intimate 


domestic interiors of Kiara’s apartment 
to the seedy Oakland streets studded by 
potholes, Mottley createsa broken world 
in which reality reads like exuberant 
satire, Although Kiara’s streets often 
witness funeral processions, they're 
also buzzing with life and good friends 
-who can’tprotecther. “Night crawling 
up to me when the sun’s out,” Kiara 
murmurs to herself. What she can’t tell 
her closest friend is how often the cops 
ring her up, invite her to sex parties 
without paying her afterwards, and 
threaten to put her brother in jail if she 
exposes their arrangements. 

Fiction needs both order and chaos. 
Mottley handles the chaos outside and 
inside Kiara witha quiet, cool elegance 
thatis entirely unjudgmental. This isa 
difficultfeat, particularly when all 
eyes around Kiara - those of family, 
friends, police officers turned clients, 
and finally a grand jury - focus fiercely 
on her throughout, making demands 
on her time, body, money and capacity 
for forgiveness. Meanwhile, she 
struggles to give her account of the 
devastating truth of her life. If 
opportunity and choice are the stuff 
American dreams are made of, they 
are sources of nightmare for someone 
who has been exploited and smeared 
by those in power, feeling that life is 
choiceless and unsurvivable, 

Nevertheless, itis exactly its 
commitment to the art and ethics of 
survival that makes Nightcrawling a 
rareand compelling meditation on 
the powerless. The blazing candour 
of Motley’s art unpacks Kiara’s 
complex psychology, youth and edgy 
intelligence as well as showing her 
unflinching maternal instinct to 
protect Marcus and Trevor at all costs. 
Ethics lie at the heart of Mottley’s 
detailed survey of Kiara’s dreadful 
predicament: whether to expose the 
police or keep her mouth shut. 
‘Nightcrawling allows grounds for every 
impossible decision she must make, 
examining her moral compassas 
consequences unfold around herand 
build toa chilling grand jury scene. 


Kiarais reminded by her ambitious 
white lawyer about the power of the 
spoken word: “The only thing you have 
control over is what you say ... you tell 
the truth, then we havea chance atan 
indictment and changing the way this 
kind of thing works.” Nightcrawling is 
not only a fearless investigation of 
justice, guiltand prejudice, but an 
allegory of the potential power of 
speech, narrative and fiction itself. 
Ina novel where racismis 
every where, Motley uses anonymity 
to chilling effect. The police officers 
are referred to by their badge numbers 
~ 612, 190, 601. Their names are 
disclosed only towards the very end. 
But against the insidious hidden forces 
of institutional and social corruption, 
Mottley sings the inner experiences of 
the body: “The things your body needs 
most don’tusually make sense”; “Sex 
feels no different from an insistent 
punch to my gut”. Restlessly truth- 
seeking, Nightcrawling marks the 
dazzling arrival of a young writer with 
a voice and vision you won't easily get, 
out of your head. 
To buy a copy for £14.78 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 


Waking up to the war 
Unsettling fables of 
women in Ukraine 


Marcel Theroux 


SHORT STORIES 
Lucky Breaks 
Yevgenia Belorusets 
PUSHKIN, £9.98 


Ss 


BRLAKS 


evgenia Belorusetsisa 

1[ ities iste, wie 
andartist. For more thana 

decade, she has been documenting the 


ominous splits in the social fabricof 
her country. Since 2014, she has worked 


and reported from the Russian-backed 
breakaway enclaves around Luhansk 
and Donetsk, where a conflict was 
unfolding to the almost complete 
indifference of the outside world. 

Since the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, all that has changed. A 
previously obscure war and its attendant 
disputes over language, nationhood, 
the Orthodox church and the meaning 
of fascism have become matters of 
existential concern for ourentire planet. 

These events have given Belorusets’ 
collection of short stories an unsettling 
timeliness. Most of its 30 tales concem, 
womenaffected by the war in eastern 
Ukraine, fleeing conflict and trying to 
make new lives in unfamiliar cities. 
Like Belorusets’ photographs, some of 
which are included in the book, each 
of the stories is a snapshot ofa character 
ina post-Soviet landscape, burdened 
with the weight of a complex history 
that’s implied, but never stated outright. 

Infused with magic, absurdity and 
black humour, many of the stories are 
reminiscent of fairytales. “Once upon 
a time there lived a woman who was 
kind, appealing and pleasantin every 
respect,” is the opening of A Needle 
ina Nightshirt. In The Woman Who 
Caught Babies in a Mitt we meeta 
witchy midwife who terrorises Kharkiv 
with her spells, The central character 
of Transformations hasa weirdly 
banal magical gift: she can change 
household objects into one another, so 
a pot of porridge becomes a flower and 
a teapot turns into a fan. 

Other stories are more overtly 
satirical. AWoman Finds a Job takes 
aim at sexism in the workplace. In 
Two Women on the Airplane Stairs 
we eavesdrop as two rich Ukrainian 
women discuss spiritual development 
while queueing for first-class 
aeroplane seats. In The Address a 
talk by a successful businesswoman 
descends intoa tirade as she berates 
her fellow citizens for being losers. 

Mordant, funny, weird and 
surprising, few of the stories are 
more than a couple of pages long. 

As the collection’s translator, Eugene 
Ostashevsky, explains in an afterword, 
Belorusets is working in the absurdist 
tradition of Nikolai Gogol and Daniil 
Kharms, whose surreal microfictions 
were his private antidote to the 
dehumanising ideology of Stalinism. 

In Belorusets’ work, too, magic and 
absurdity are shadows cast by an 
ominous real world. The intrusion of 
current events disrupts the fable-like 
qualities. An archetypal deep dark 
forest is suddenly logged to near- 
extinction. The heroine of The Florist 
seems to be set up as the protagonist 
ofaromance, only to vanish from the 
plot halfway through. Far from being 
ina timeless fairytale, sheis in Donetsk 
in 2014 at the moment that war breaks 
out. In A Needle in a Nightshirt, the 
flawless heroine leaves deadly object 
in the breast ofa nightshirt that 
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seems fated to bring disaster. 
Inmany of the stories, the characters’ 
irrational beliefs and claimed powers 
appear to be the products of war- 
related trauma. And the stories’ curious 
vanishings and sudden relocations 
often make sense in the light of the 
conflict that is taking place just out of 
sight. In Elena and My Sister, family 
members become estranged from 
one another for reasons that are never 
made explicit, butit seems clear that 
they have fallen out over their support 
for the Russian-backed separatists. 
Treally enjoyed these stories, 
the sharpness and clarity of their 
observations, their dark humour, and 
the glimpses they give of an unfamiliar 
world. Regrettably, aspects of them 
feel already dated. The tales belong to 
atime when the fighting on Ukraine’s 
borders had a surreal, unfathomable 
quality. Six months ago, this book 
would have been a timely reminder of 
an intractable regional problem. The 
war seemed fated to rumble on for 
ever, and we mighthave allowed 
ourselves a dark chuckle at the 
characters in The Stars who think they 
are being shelled by the Canadians. 
That jokes less funny now. The war 
has entered a vicious, dynamic phase 
and the book pricks our consciences 
forhaving ignored it for so long. 
To buy acopy for £9.29 
go to guardianbookshop.com 


A gloriousramble 
Rural wonders, from. 
prehistory to 2099 
James Smart 


Villager 
Tom Cox OM 
‘UNBOUND, 216.99 R 


ew books have sucha damply 
FRinsecesstncest tom 
Cox's intriguing first novel. 
Its setting is the fictional village of 
Underhill and the moorland that 
surrounds it, and Cox heralds his time 
“living and walking” on Dartmooras 
inspiration. Fittingly, Villager gives us 
a landscape of wonder, the peaty soil 
thick with history while folk tales and 
gossip fill ts contours with life. 

Cox’s writing career has been 
propelled by a rich variety of 
enthusiasms. His 2007 memoir Bring 
Me the Head of Sergio Garcia described 
his disastrous attempt to become a 
professional golfer; his other memoirs, 
podcasts, blogs and tweets feature 
everything from vinyl (he once 
reviewed music for the Guardian) to 
sheep, interior design, pixies, Buffy 


the Vampire Slayerand his many cats. 

Villager is as curious and wide- 
ranging as you might expect. While it’s 
billedas Cox’s first novel, you could 
almost call it his second short-story 
collection, following the ghostly Help 
the Witch, setin the Peak District. In 
this new book, 12 chapters and multiple 
narrators tell stories that reach from 
prehistory to 2099, and their accounts 
of Underhill and its residents are 
packed with digressive colour. 

Villager cramsnewts, microwave 
meals, sheela na gigs, a gravedigger, a 
defunct Facebook group called “Pylons 
Thave known” and the grumpy ghost 
of a horse intoits cascade of narratives. 
We follow a librarian and her 
housemate; a golf-loving teenager; a 
rock biographer anda self-aware search 
engine. The legend of RIMcKendree, 
an American who moved to the village 
in 1968 and recorded a haunting set of 
songsbefore vanishing, surfaces again 
and again. The most frequent narrator 
isan earth spirit that watches the land 
and its people evolve. 

The result isa book with all the 
urgency ofa Sunday ramble: an epic, 
oddball soap opera soundtracked by 
folk music, birdsong and the rattle of 
hedgerows against car windows. 
Notall Cox’s voices convince, but a 
fascinating world emerges, full of 
quirks, mysteries and echoes of the 
past. Bit-part players thrive in the 
margins: the loathsome Cavendish 
family, who sell moorland for a theme 
park, adrunk sound engineer called 
Chickpea and an old man who lives in 
a beach hut and once swam for Devon. 

Yet the real drama in Villager comes 
less from any of its individual actors 
than from the fear that the show may 
not go on. Development brings railways 
that shatter silence, and climate heating 
thatshifts seasons. As the 2ist century 
marches on, augmented reality visors 
sever the connection between many 
locals and their landscape. “The planet 
asithad been known for the last few 
thousand years,” forecasts one visor 
refusenikin 2043, “would end soon.” 

Yet if our world’s vulnerability is 
at Villager’s heart, sois its strength. 
Cox's novel suggests a symbiotic 
relationship between people and land, 
a shared joy and history with deep 
roots that can flourish where least 
expected. Those who listen to the 
landscape heara rush of water that will 
“cep being the same but different, long 
after we're gone”. Villager is a paean to 
the organic and the creative: the earth, 
and water of the moor, the crackle ofa 
record, the tales and relationships that, 
make a community. Its psychedelic 
tangle suggests that our short lives can 
nourish the landscape, if we watch our 
step. Aslongas we open our eyes and 
ears to nature’s glory - and, presumably, 
don’t goon Twitter foo often - there is 
still hope for our future. 

To buy a copy for £14.78 go to 
guardianbookshop.com 


BOOKS OF THE MONTH 


Poetry 


A brilliant debut and a striking anthology put Black 
talent in the spotlight; plus ‘ice age poetry’ anda 
pitch-perfect final collection. By Rishi Dastidar 


Victoria 
Adukwei 


Bulley 


Quiet 
Victoria Adukwei Bulley 
FABER, £10.99 

“Bones can speak long 
after the flesh has gone.” 
Victoria Adukwei Bulley's 
debutis an exploration 
of the power of silence 
asameans of resistance, 
a way of carving space 
for the self in a hostile 
world. Rooted in Black 
feminist thinking, the 
poems havea clear-eyed 
elegance, buttressed 
with a controlled 
ferocity thatis acute on 
the damage done by 
institutional blankness, 
and how it forces an 
uncomfortable 

conformity: “They were 
too happy / to realise 
they were poster girls / 
for the effacement of 
themselves,” Bulley 
achieves a tone both 
delicate and strong, 
studded with moments 
that catch the breath: “if 
your pain is alivein me/ 
So too must be your jo} 
With agenerous and 
interrogative spirit, 
Quiet marks the arrival 
of amajor poetic talent. 


More Fiya: ANew 
Collection of Black 
British Poetry 

edited by Kayo Chingonyi 
CCAMONGATE, £16.99 

In this companion 
anthology to1998's 

The Fire People, 
crucial landmark in 
documenting the work 
of Black British poets, 
Chingonyi has sought 


“poems which vibrate 
across aspectrum of 
Black British aesthetics 
broadly conceived”, 

His 34 selected writers 
include familiar names 
such as Warsan Shire, 

TS Eliot prize winner 
Roger Robinson and 
Malika Booker, plus 
emerging talents suchas 
Kandace Siobhan Walker 
and Belinda Zhawi. 
Particularly striking is 
the work of Samatar 
Elmi, whose plangent 
lyrics disguise a sharp 
bite: “Albion, as in 
purgatory, or perhaps / 
an oasis, or miragesin 
the sand, / which is itself 
the cruellest statein 
limbo”. Balancing the 
uaditional and the 
radical, thisisa strikingly 
rich set of poems, anda 
joyous testamentto 
community. 


The Lascaux Notebooks 
Jean-Luc Champerret, 
edited and translated 
byPhilip Terry 

CCARCANET, £19.99 

The conceit behind 

this collection of “ice 
age poetry” is that 

in 1940 the French 
resistance sent Jean-Luc 
Champerret, alittle- 
known poet, ona 
mission to the recently 
discovered Lascaux 
caves. Noting down the 
scrawls on the walls, 
Champerret realised 
they could become 
poems: ifa group of 


he 


Netabeoks 


‘The Guardian | 


vertical lines were taken 
torepresenta forest, the 
rain, orspears, then 
these symbols could 
bearranged to generate 
poems in a proto- 
Oulipian process. The 
book presents aplausible, 
imagisticrecreation of 
prehistoric living, its 
quieter moments and 
dangers. Its slyly playful 
throughout: “To say 
Thave eaten/ the fruit 
that / you were keeping 
inthe hut// youwill 
have to / make do with / 
roots when you break 
fast // eating the fruit / 
[thought / how delicious 
how cold”. 


Continuous Creation 
Les Murray 

CCARCANET, £11.99 
“TthinkP've got about 
three-quarters of anew 
book ready,” Murray told 
his agent five months 
before he died in2019. 
Those completed 
poems, found in a folder 
on his desk, along with 
a7handwritten drafts, 
form his final collection. 
Unsurprisingly, asense 
of the endinfuses the 
book, leavened by 

his characteristically 
sharp wit, pitch-perfect 
attention to the sound 
oflanguage, and love 
forthe Australian 
countryside. There is 

an obvious difference 

in polish between the 
drafts and the finalised 
poems, thelatter honed 
until they glint with cool 
and meticulous insight. 
Despite this imbalance, 
the bookis a fine 
farewell to a poet who 
stuck true to his singular 
vision: “We bring 
nothing into this world / 
except our gradual ability 
/ to createit, out of all 
that vanishes / and all 
that will outlast us.” 
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CULTURE BOOKS 
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THE BIG IDEA 


Isa world without violent 
conflict really possible? 


Human beings will always hurt one another. 
It's how we respond that’s crucial, writes Justin Welby 


N THE MIDST of the second world war, 
Lieutenant KurtReuber, apastorand physician 
with the German army at Stalingrad, drew a 
‘Madonna which hung pinned toa mud wall 
outside the dugout. In the midst of the 
darkness, thebrutality and the cruelty of war, 
he portrayed a mother protecting her child from the 
world, Around themargin arethe words: “Licht, Leben, 
Liebe”. Inthe depths of conflictandsuffering thathave 
occurred so often in the history ofhumanity (and still 
occur today), people have always imagined those 
possibilities: light, life and ove. 

Peace is something that human beings ong for- in 
our lives, our families, our communities, our country 
andourworld. And yet weare living again in theshadow 
of war in Europe as Ukraine fights for its existence, 
hearing regular stories of the chaos, cruelty, suffering 
and destruction that characterises the effect of war on 
blameless people. 

Thereis no shortage of politicaland cultural conflict 
and turmoil in this country and around the world. And 
all ofus have experienced personal conflictwith close 
friends orloved ones, relationships thatare often deeply 
painful and can bear lasting scars. So why dowe keep 
making the same mistakes, repeating these cycles of 
conflict at every level of our society? 

The question of identityis core toany understanding 
of conflict. Identity can be inherited, it can be imposed 
- but most of all, when it comes to conflict, identity is 
about ourrelationships with others. When wefallinto 
thetrap of defining ourselvesby whowearenot, or we 
attempt to forcefully define the identities of others, 


Illustration by Elia Barbieri 


weset ourselvesup for serious rupturesin the fabricof 
our relationships. 

‘Thatdoesn’t mean that peaceisunanimity,a shared 
conformistidentity. No, peaceis theability to deal with 
discord by non-violentmeans. Itisthe transformation 
of violentconflict intonon-violent disagreement. 

In Christian thought, we have the concept of 
just war theory, which attempts to understand how 
conflict might sometimes be morally justifiable. 
But we have no equivalent “just peace” theory. We 
accept that peace doesn’t need justification; we all 
know inherently that peace is good. The result is we 
thinkhard about how to fight, butnotabout oftenhow 
to build alternatives to fighting - how to resolve the 
conflict and competition that are an inevitablepart of 
being human. 

Theeffort we are rightly making to support Ukraine 
in defending itself against aggression needs to be 
matched by efforts towards negotiation, dialogue, 
reconciliation and peace. You cannothave one without 
the other. Our challenge is to put in place the 
infrastructures of reconciliation and the architecture 


of peacebuilding that enable disagreement to happen 
robustly, but not violently. 

Ina culture that often expects instant results and 
gratification, this work does not happen overnight. 
There is no “kiss and make up” moment. More often, 
there is the gradual transformation - sometimes over 
generations - of enmity and hostility to respect and 
trust, I clearly remembera leader in Northern Ireland 
being interviewed on the radio in the early summerof 
1998, a few weeks after the signing of the Good Friday 
agreement. He was asked whether reconciliation had 
been “achieved”, and responded that the idea that 
something called reconciliation could be achieved in 
weeks, after 30 years of the Troubles and several 
centuries of bitterness, was absurd. 

Deep wounds takealongtime to become scars. Each 
of us carries our own pain, which makesit difficult to 
apologise and to forgive where we have wronged and 
been wronged. When we look towards reconciliation, 
wemustalso recognise-and have compassion for- our 
own conflicted and hurting hearts. Reconciliation is 
often risky and always costly ~ butitis ess costly than 
thealtemative. 

Dealing with conflict means dealing with complex 
people and complex situations. It will involve flawed 
people - sometimes acting in ways that are well 
meaning, sometimes acting inways thatare profoundly 
evil. Sometimes those involved will be extremely 
powerful, while others will be terribly vulnerable ~as 
we see with the war in Ukraine. Reconciliation 
will always be complicated and flawed because we 
ourselves are complicated and flawed. Itwilloften feel 
overwhelming, when we look at our entrenched 
histories of conflict and the sheer scale of violence 
around the world, We might wonderhow we canbegin 
tounpick the threads of the tangled mess wehavemade, 
and knit them together intonew relationships. 

But in all this, there is great hope. A friend of mine 
wasa bishop who worked in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. Much of his work was with survivors of the 
worst parts of humanity ~ refugees, child soldiers, 
victims of rapeand severe violence. When I visited him 
Iwas overwhelmed by the suffering. “Howdo you deal 
with all this?” asked him. He said: “We do what God 
gives us the resources to do, and the rest we leave.” 

In trying to build peace, we can only do what is 
possible. Often, it’s farmore difficult to take these small, 
concreteactions-topick upthe phoneto an estranged 
child, or forgiveacruel wordsaidtousby someone else. 
But that is what each of us can do to build a more 
peaceful world. This is a world that cries out: “Have 
mercy. We want peace.” As a Christian, I believe the 
presence of God in Jesus Christ cries out to each of us: 
“Have hope, here is peace.” 

We are bound to make mistakes, to dobad things, 
tohurt others. Thatis the nature ofbeing human, But 
thereis always hope in the possibility ofmaking whole 
what wehave broken. It is not easy or straightforward 
- the repentance and forgiveness required for 
reconciliationmeans pain and sacrifice. Butout of our 
brokenness can emergea new world, oneheld together 
by thestrengthof newrelationships with those wehave 
chosen toknow andlove, regardless of our differences. 
ThePower of Reconciliation by Justin Welby is published 
by Bloomsbury. 


The Moral Exclusion 
Imagination & Embrace 
JP Lederach Miroslav Volf 
OXFORD, £20.48 ‘ABINGDON, £23.98 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Green and 


Ethical 


checklist 


Commerce with a conscience these environmentally-balanced businesses are 
run with strong principles, aiming to be good for the soul and tha planet too 


Read more online! Visit check 


Wina sustainable ch 
Worth £160! 


iryrobe®, creators of the orginal outdoor 
change rabe, are proud to say that every 
dryrobe” Acvance produced is made with 
entirely recycled fabrics. 

The dryrobe® Advance’s uniqueness 
comes from its signature super-warmn 
synthetic lambswool lining, produced 
vith 100% recycled polyester made 
from post: 


plastic: 
This tast- 
drying tining 
ensures that it can 
bbe used numerous times 
throughout the day without 
the hassle of drying in 
between uses 

The recycled fabrics 
don't end there, The 
sleek waterproof ard 
windproof outer shell 
fabric is sustainably 
created with 100% recycled 
nylon, otherwise destined for land, 
meening that both the inner and outer of 
the dryrobe® Advance has @ huge anpeal for 
those searching for a sustainably consc 
and high-performance changing rabe. From 
fabric to finish, dryrobe® have seated tne 


Win a one-year laundry duo subscription 


Worth £240! 


Read The Label London are a luxury, plant 
powered, home and laundry care brand 
formulated with the perfect blend of 100% 
pure essential oils, All products are SLS, SLES: 
and paraben free, and made without artificial 
bighteners and dyes. 

Many people are simely unaware that a 
lot of common household clearing products 


contain many artificial components whi 
can negatively affect health!. Hayden — 
founder of Read the label London ~ set out 
to create a range of products to offer a safe 
allemative for people rightly concerned an 
affected ~ including his wife 

With 25 years of combined experience, the 
team behind Read The Label London have 
spent months perfecting the formulations 
to ensure they have the perfect balance of 


co.uk and follow Ki @ @checklist 


ngerobe from dryrohe’ | 


Ma here 


checklists.co.uk/win/dryrobe 


drytobe® Advance range with an 
eco-friendly BIONIC-FINISH® ECO 
water-repellent treatment. This plant- 
‘based, PFC-free treatment doesn't 
contain any harmful compounds. 

Enter the competition to be 
na Long 
Sleeve diyrobe® Advance 


@dryrobe 


Find out more about dryrobe® and their 
journey towards becoming a B Corp at 
dryrobe.com 


Enter 


Be 


checklists.co.uk/win/readthelabel2 


ingredients and dosage of essential oils to help 
avoid allergic reactions or skin sensitivities. The 
result isa collection of effective. performance 
ativen products with the optimal bienas and 
Finest scents. 

Al products are made in the UK using 
artisan growers and suppliers and come in 
fully recyclable stylish PET bottles, made 
from 100% recycled material They are never 
{estou Un annals ~ Uy UeLuniny @ Read The 
Label devotee, you can be sure you are being 
mindful of your environmental footprint without 
compromising an the aesthetic 


Boed UB fobel 


Follow © @ officialreadthelabellondon_and visit the website readthelabellondon.com 
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Glamping with rural charm 
FOOT 


ihe 
DOWNS 


‘mall kichen. They are passionate about using local produce and sustainable, 
ethical produced products, trom their welcome packs to cleaning materials 
Visit footofthedowns.co.uk or email hello@footofthedowns.co.uk 
Use code CHECKLIST22 for 10% off before the end of June, 


Footof the Downs area small family-run glamging ste in 
2 peaceful spat on their working farm in the South Downs 
National Park. They have two fully equipoed glemping 

ppods and a shephera’s hut, all with ensulte bathroom and 


Time to go electric? 


If you passed your driving test before February 
2001, you automatically have a license to ride a 
50ce scooter, So, with prices rocketing 
‘evaryuinere, now could be a good time to 
consider switching to one of Thelmaco’s 
beautiful, all-electric, road-legal scooters, Their 
range of bikes are great for getting to the station 
‘or college, local shopping and commuting to work 
With twin removable batteries, thelr Sdcc 


bikes travel at just under 30mph, do up to 80 
miles ang charge trom an ordinary thres-pin 
socket. They are cheap to run (even with increased 
electricity prices), practically maintenance 

free and can be equipped with a top box for 
everyday essentials, Or you could upgrade 

to one of thalr faster, longer range electric fice 
by undertaking simple training 


Visit thelmoco.com or call 0330 165 4133 
and quote CHECKLIST JUBILEE for a free 
helmet and security chain, 


® THELMOCcO 


This body-inclusive vibrator is designed 
to take your sex life to the next level 


Innovation is improving everyday experiences. 
{rom how people shop to how they think 

so why not how people connect intimately? 
Meet Crescendo 2, the new, trend-setting, 
Bluctooth-enabled, bendable vibrator that is 
breaking stereotypes and elevating wellness 
for everybody. and redefining how people 
eqperience pleasure, within ther badies and 
with their partners. 

Pleasure Is personal, which is why 
Crescendo 2 was made to celebrate diverse 
bodies and preferences. Designed to 
mimic human fingers with unprecedented 
flexibility, Crescendo 2 detivers targeted 
vibrations exactly where you want trem. 

The perfect combination of pleasure and 
wellness, its doctor-endorsed for its potential 
improvements in arousal and intimacy, 

Dr, Rachel Rubin, board-certified urologist 
and sexual medicine speciallst, says 


» 


‘Crescendo can not only make intimacy more 
tun but can also serve to help people with 
sexual comploints.” 

Experience a bedroom revolution with 
the award-winning vibrator that bends at 
six points to reach and arouse multiple 
erogenous zones at the same time. Helo 
enhance enjoyment with six strategically 
placed motors and sixteen speeds that 
send powerful vibrations exactly where you 
want them, and how you want to feel ther: 
Elevate your experience of pleasure with the 
nly yikalur Wat auapts WW yuu! Hiuividuel 


needs and desires with customisable motors and 
vibration patterns via the free app. 

Crescendo Z is the smarter vay to elevate 
partner intimacy. Discover a renaissance of 


bession when you hand control to your partner 
via Bluetooth connect. 

Enhance intimacy with 25% off this 
new powerhouse of pleasure during 
MysteryVibe's Bank Holiday sale at 
mysteryvibe.com 


©) MYSTERVVIBE 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Essentials for the modern home office 


Demand for sustainable 
products that can for part of 
a circular economy continues 
to grow with an increasing 
numiver of workers and students 
becoming more ecologically amare in the 
modetn world 
‘At Exacompia they 
produce 2 wide choice 
ot high-quality, robust 
and aesthetically pleasing 
premium stationery renges, 
‘Throughout their selection 
of innovative fing and 
organisational products, 
thoy offer a vanety of stylish 
solutions fo maximise your 
work space, whether that be at home or the office 
The Forever Young range prides iiself on 
being manufectured using 100% recycled post- 


Visit exacompta.com to discover more. Follow 7 ¥ @ €& @ExacomptaUK 


consumer plastic waste, Rather 
than using new materals, 

old products such as water 
bottles and yoghurt pots ere 
broken down and renewed in 
the manufacturing process 
Not only does it mest the 
environmental expectations of younger buyers, 

‘But it corns in a selection of fashionable, 

‘on-irend colours 


are a non-profit 
‘environmental charity 
with 2 focus on 
global reforestation 
‘They/te dedicated to 
making it easier for 
both Individuals and 
businesses to give back to the environment, 
create a healthier climate, and protect 
biodiversity by planting trees, From forming 
lasting partnerships to implementing quality 
reforestation projects, simplicity, Innavation, 
and positive impact are at the heart of 
everything they do, 

Through their network of expert planting 
partners on the grounc, One Tree Planted 
can facilitate the reforestation of areas that 
ave been degraded by forest res, human 
activites, climate-related threats and other 
factors. As the seedlings that are planted 
grow into mature trees, they create sacial and 
enviranmental impact by providing sustenance 
and jabs, absorbing carbon and helping to 


regulate the climate, sheltering and protecting 
‘lodiversity, intercepting ans fitering water, 
Improving alr quality, and more. Many of Gne Tree 
Planted's projects have overlapping objectives, 
testing a combination of benefits that contribute 
toall 17 ofthe United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals 

Since their establishment in 2014, One Tree 
Plantes have bullta network of 266 amazing 
planting partners in over 43 countries spanning 
North America, Latin America, Aftca, Asia, Europe 
and the Pacific To date, they have planted over 
440 milion trees across the globe, with another 25 
milion trees already committed to be planted in 
2022, From large-scale reforestation inttatves to 
urban plantings end volunteer events, One Tree 
Planted are focused on collaborative sustainability 
fom the ground up, aed they hope to make a 
lasting and positive difference for the planet. 


(%) onerneeptanten 


Scan the QR code to learn more or vi 
the website onetreeplanted.org 


you're looking for a quick 
and convenient way to feed 
your family nutritious, tasty, 
planet-friendly meals, then 
‘The Family Food Co. have 
the answer Children are the most important 
thing in many people's lives, so it's natural to 
want to spens precious time with them and 
feed them the best nutritious food possible, 
But how can you do this when 
07 average parents have to 
plan, prepare and feed their 
children 35 times a week 
4150 times a month, 1825, 


times ayear? ie J 


taste delicious and that the 
whole fomily can eat together. 
With experienced children’s dietitian, Lucy 
Upton, they developed a variety of frozen, 
k's pats filed with balanced, nutritional 
ingredients — delwvered to your door anc 
ready in just minutes 

Founder, Cherrelle Beckitt, says: ? found the 
choice of convenience food for children pretty 
disappointing ~ hidden nasties. mush-the 
consistency ~ Itjust didnt ever feel ike real 


Real tasty food that's good for you and the planet 


The Famiy Food co. wae | PARA ERMLS J foad. risgave meine dive tose 
tablished to provide parents Se he up The Family Food Ca. and make 
with quick healthy meals trat : famty convenience food that ust 


a5 nutritious and tasty as a home- 
cooked meal and that will help our 

children form healthy eating habits for life 

‘We're also serious about making choices 
that are good for the planet. We include 
several plant-based meals in our selection, our 
ingredients are organic where it matters and 
are responsibly and sustainably sourced. Qur 
packaging is eco-friendly and importantly, our 
‘meals greatly reduce food waste as there's clean 
plates alt ound) 


Head to thefamilyfoodco.com to pre-order their range of frozen kid's meals (be 
quick - they're made in small batches) and sign up to be first to hear about their 
new family meal trays. Enjoy an exclusive 10% off in June with code GREEN10. 
Follow them on social media @thefamilyfood co 


Win EthicaCBD's whole range of Pure Swiss 
CBD oils and Sports Gel and help plant 1,000 


trees Worth £176! 


EthicaCBD's passion tor 
creating what has been touted 
as the highest quality ethical 
CBD for people and planet 
has guides them to reduce 
their environmental impact at 
every turn. Alongside addressing the bigger 
picture with their World Land Trust partnership, 
the Cornish brand protect their homme county 
by supporting Surfers Against Sewage and the 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust. Furthermore, they've 
planted over 10,000 trees with their Buy CBD, 
Get One Tree’ initiative. As part of their mission 
to repopulate forests. EthicaCBD launched the 
100-Club, where green and ethical people can 
experience their entire Pure Swiss CBO Range 
at a generously reduced price of £100 (RRP 
£150) and plant 100 trees in the process, so the 
planet can heal with you. 

Enter this competition to be in with a 


20 eco-conscious readers will win a complete 
collection of Pure Swiss CBD ails, a Sports Gel, 
and have 100 trees planted in their name. 


Visit ethicacba.comto shop the range 
and follow @EthicaCBD for more 
opportunities to be green and ethical. 


chance to be one of 10 lucky winners. A total of 


Enter 


Be 
checklists.co.uk/win/ethica2 


Most postpartum ‘essentials involve far too mary 
cisposabie products destined for lanl. That’ why the kdea 
‘ox My Chile's Planet was born ~ ta help ease the journey 
Into motherhood while treading lightly on the Earth 

Their Mama on a Mission hospitat hampers are carefully 
‘curated to contain only tried and trusted maternity must- 
raves, hand-picked for thei sustainability credentials 
including plastic-foe, cruelty-free, recycled and recyclable 
materals, organic and vegan-friendly 


The sustainable hospital box for eco mamas-to-be 


Ashley Artusa-Barell, founder and mama on a mission, 
says All of our products are sustainably produced 


ethical sourced and minimalyy packaged We've partnered 


with suppliers that are smal, independent, female 
founded, UK-based businesses that share cur passion 
for protecting the planet" 


Choose a Mama on 2 Mission box to mate it simpler to 
care for yourself, your newhorn and the environment ~ a 


2. thoughtful git fr a loved one who's expecting 


MY Child’ PLANET 


‘Shop now at mychildsplanet.com 


Pi 


16 vis chechlistsco.uh/competitions-terms-and-coriditions 


‘ompany on O208 a7 601? 
ful terms and conditions 


For more, visit checklists.co.uk and follow Ei © @checklistsocial 


Understanding 
the climate crisis 


Guardian journalists, environmental activists and 
scientific experts explore some of the greatest 
challenges facing our natural world - and how we 
can implement positive change. 


Online Tuesdays: 14, 21and 28 June, 
workshop 6.30pm-8.30pm 


Book now at theguardian com/ 
climate-crisis-course 
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Why you should eata mangoin the 
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LIFESTYLE 


From Sali Hughes’ DIY pedicure to 
Yotam Ottolenghi's indoor picnic, 
here are 20 ways to havea fun and 
frugal summerin the kitchen, in the 
garden, and even in the bath... 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 53 


Have asofa picnic... 
Pitta pockets - kept in the freezer and reheated 
under the grill - are perfect fora picnicon the sofa. I 
stuff mine with hummus, sliced boiled egg, tomato, 
red onion and any pickle Ihave - ideally chilli. 
Yotam Ottolenghi 


And awaste-free dessert... 

Tum old fruit - particularly peaches thatare 

too soft to bite into - into a tremendously 
simple pudding by roasting them with brown sugar 
and grated ginger, and serving them warm with 
something cold like yoghurt, cream or ice-cream. YO 


Never buy coffeeina cafe again 
Ican attest to the cheap thrill ofa milk frother 
(like KitchenCraft Le’Xpress, which cost 
around £8) to help create, as many of us did during 
lockdown, the coffee of my dreams without the price 
tag of a fancy coffee machine - or spending several 
pounds in a coffee shop. I’m still using mine. 
Meera Sodha 


Try the lucky dip dinner challenge 

When we were skint, my husband and would 

set each other a challenge: cooking a meal 
based solely on the items in the fridge or cupboard. 
One thingI made was kimchi and tomato spaghetti. 
Fry off half jar of kimchi in toasted sesame oil until 
dark and caramelised, then add atin of chopped 
tomatoes. Simmer for 15-20 minutes then mix into 
freshly cooked spaghetti, MS 
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Eat mangoes in the bath 
For pudding, can [recommend this simple 
pleasure - much less messy, just as fragrant, 

but farcheaper, than fancy candles. MS 


Do your own budget pedicure 
Irarely go for a full pedicure because I take 
good care of my feet at home. Once a week and 

on dry feet, trim toenails with clippers (I always use 

Miuji’s) then file dead skin on your heels, around 

your toes and along the balls of your feet with a 

cheap foot file (Dr Scholl, Boots or Superdrug’s are 

all great). Let the dead skin fall on toasheet of old 
newspaper (which sounds gross but is actually 
satisfying) and discard. 

Follow with a quick foot wash, then dry 
thoroughly and slather on aheel balm like Flexitol, 
rubbing all over the feet. Cover with clean cotton 
socks and wear to bed overnight. You'll wake up to 
soft, even healthy-looking feet. File and paint the 
nails if desired, making sure you leave a thin gap 
between nail and cuticle for the neatest finish. 
Between paint jobs, maintain the skin with a 
pumice stone in the bath or shower, working 
around the polish to avoid chipping. 

Sali Hughes 


Perfect your eyeliner witha paintbrush 

Gel eyeliner creates the best cat-eye flick, but 

the brushes that come with the pot are often 
hard to wield. You can buy better brushes separately, 
but you'll be looking at double figures. Try a trick I 
leamed backstage at fashion week and use a super- 
fine paint brush to do your eyeliner instead. You'll 
need an acrylic or oil paintbrush, as watercolour 
onesare too soft. 
Anita Bhagwandas 


Simplify your beauty routine 
If you're looking to pare down your summer 
make-up regime, invest in a cream blush stick 

touseon your lips, cheeks and eyes for a pretty pink 

Took that works with all skin tones. Milk Mini 

Makeup Lip + Cheek in Quirk isn’t cheap at £18, but 

bear it mind you can useit three ways. It’salso 

pigmented enough to last on eyelids, without being 
drying, so lastsall day. 

Another routine-simplifyinghack is usinga 
brush-on facial SPF which handily doubles as face 
powder. Hawaiian Tropic Mineral Sun Protection 
Powder Brush (SPF30), is great and works on all skin 
tones, despite the pale colour. Italso 
keeps selling out, so if you seeit, stack 
up immediately. AB 


\ 
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‘rarely pay fora 
full pedicure now | 
~anathome one 
does the trick’ 


Sali Hughes 
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Turn apill box into acool makeup bag 
Giant beauty products are the nemesis of 

a small handbag - but buying a trial size lipstick just 
so youcan fititin into your bag feels far too 
decadent. A vintage pill box is a way around it. 

Pick one up on eBay ora charity shop for under 

£5 ([like the ones with multiple compartments), 
deanit thoroughly, sterilise, and then simply decant 
your cream blush, lip balm and lipstick into the 
compartments. Then, by gently heating the 
underside with a hairdryer then cooling, the 


products should set. AB 
8 To me, shopping is expensive, but styleis 

free. Everyone owns a white shirt (and if 
they don’t, they know someone who does). I wear 
mine open overa vest and trousers, instead ofa 
summer jacket. Don’t pop the collar, don’t roll the 
sleeves, don’t tie it in a knot. Just keep it simple -I 
tend to just shrugit onas if it wasa cardigan. This 
works everywhere from the office to on holiday. 
Bonus points if you wear it with a gold chain and 
black sunglasses. 


Wear a white shirt - any which way 


Jess Cartner-Morley 
‘Throw ona baseball cap 
8 If, like me, you own the following items - a 
blazer, jeans, white sport socks, trainers - try 
adding a baseball cap. It gives an ordinary look some 
modem supermodel glamour (see the catwalk at 
Celine) on the cheap. Logo hats are to be 
encouraged, the weirder the better. JCM 


borrowed from 1992 
Firstly, tie an oversized men’s shirt 
(something large and plaid, ideally) so it sits just on 
the waistband of your trousers. Sounds simple, but 
this grunge -inspired twist will break up your outfit 
nicely (and give you something to sit on if yougo to 
the park). Secondly, on warmer days, flash a smidge 
of midriff by gathering your T-shirtat the back with a 
hair bobble, just making sure to fold the material 
back underneath to hide the bobble. 
Melanie Wilkinson 


Qi] ier up your 2022 look witha styling trick 
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Channel the infamous Miu Miu SS22 show 

(the one with the super-short, frayed-hem 
miniskirt), butinstead of chopping short skirt in 
two, try cutting the sleeves and bottom half off a 
long shirt. Go for elbow-length on the sleeves and 
bum length on the shirt hem, so they match. You 
don’t need to crop it too short, either - it’s all about 
the fraying. MW 


89 to geta secondhand bargain 


882" your shirt sleeves off and enter the fray 


Vintage shopping isa surefire way to get 
high-quality stuff on a shoestring. Itjust 
requires two things: time and patience. Firstly, 
target specific categories or itbecomes too 
overwhelming - this applies to both online and 
in-person shopping. For example, “broderie anglaise 
blouse” may seem like a narrow search term, butit 
will yield a wealth of riches on Etsy - while 
Bygonediva does some great Victoriana lace pieces. - 
Leather jackets are another winner, ditto70s 
summer dresses and bakelite costume jewellery. 
Ifyou’re feeling more edgy, Asos Marketplace 
and Depopare flooded with crop tops and shoulder 
bags (both big right now), which look as freshas 
they did in Y2K. Helen Seamons 


Vintage denim costs less than new, is better 

for the planet (obviously) and is usually 
better, not least because someone has already worn 
itin for you. Cutting jeans into shorts is a classic way 
toreusean old pair of 501s. Try Rokit, Thrift.plus 
and Beyond Retro. HS 


9 Try used denim - it’s better and cheaper 


getting the buildersin 

You don’t need to spenda single penny to 
refresh your home - you just need to look at what 
you've already got. When I want to update aroom, I 
ask myself whether the space is workinghard 
enough. By movinga few pieces of furniture around 
you could create, say, a reading corner in the living 
room and suddenly have an extra mini-space within 
alarger one, Do this by sorting out your bookshelves 
- freestanding or permanent - then reorganising 
your books. I promise you, it'll feel like anew room. 
Laura Jackson 


Bring dead wood back to life 
QD wien Iwas running asupper dub, I found 

some large pieces of wood, which I chopped 
into boards, sanded and treated, and use as serving 
boards on my dining table - it’s incredibly satisfying 
to create something like this yourself. Best of al, it 
cost next to nothing. LI 


Make your own compost 
Buying compostis one of the biggest outlays 


for gardeners, so making your ownisa 
no-brainer. Take your food waste, your old wool 
socks, this newspaper, some removed garden 
weeds, adda little time (around three months on 
average) and hey presto, free compost. This isn’t 
just a growing medium; it will also feed your plants 
for free and cut down on your waste. You probably 
don’t even need to spend money on a compost bin ~ 
most councils provide subsidised ones. 

Alys Fowler 


9] Adda new room to your house - without 


Garden open days are a fantastic way to nose 
around domestic-sized plots and get free 
inspiration. From locally organised ones to the 
‘National Garden Scheme, where your entrance fee 
goes to charity, you'll pick up loads of ideas for 
layouts, planting combinations, path materials, 
ponds, sheds, how big a mature plant grows - plus, 
you can pick the brains of the people who madeit. 
On top of that, people often sell off their excess 
plants for a fraction of the price of garden centres. 
And best of all, there’s usually homemade cake, AF 


9 4 Steal ideas from other people's gardens 


Propagate your houseplants 
Aside from their beauty, air-purifying qualities and 
ability to make us feel calm, houseplants can be 
multiplied at no extra cost to share with friends and 
family, or simply to increase your own collection. 
Propagation is the act of producing anew plant from 
aparent plant, and there are several propagation 
methods, from taking a cutting from aleaf, stem or 
root, to grafting, layering and seed sowing. 

I'm pretty lazy, and like to hedge my bets and 
avoid disappointment whenever I can, soTstickto 
the most common techniques and effortless 
houseplants to propagate. Here are my top choices. 
 Stem-cutting (cut stem 10-20cm below the leaf 
joint and place in compost): 
Jade plant (Crassula ovata) 

Chinese money plant (Pilea peperomioides) 

@ Stem-cutting, but place in water: 

Swiss cheese plant (Monstera deliciasa) 

Pothos (Epipremnum species) 

Inch plant (Tradescantia species) 

@ Leaf-cutting: 

Desert rose (Echeveria species) 

Bunny ears cactus (Opuntia species) 

Snake plant (Sansevieria trifasciata) 

@ Plantlets (detach little plants that have grown 
roots from mother plant): 

Spider plant (Chlorophytum comosum) 

© Offsets (remove plant from pot and tease apart 
offsets): 

Aloe vera 

Snake plant (Sansevieria trifasciata) 

Gynelle Leon 


Five brilliant thrifty travel adventures: page 92 > 


‘A baseball cap 

gives an ordinary 
look some modern 
supermodel glamour 
onthe cheap’ 


Jess Cartner-Morley 
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MATCHMAKING GUARDIAN READERS SINCE 2009 
‘Tt was going well until he choked 
on his dessert and started crying’ 
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ss 
Emma 
25, writer 


What were you hoping for? 
‘My first five-star review in the Guardian. 


Firstimpressions? 
Nice, friendly, reassured me that the 
wine would be on its way soon. 


What did you talk about? 
We ticked off most of the standard 
first-date Q&A, then we spoke about our 
favourite type of butter for 10 minutes. 
Talso asked him if he thought a barge 
made out of cheese would sink or float. 


Any awkward moments? 

After convincing me he was a foodie 
he revealed he didn’t know oranges 
had segments until he was in his 20s. 


Good table manners? 
Itwas going well until he choked on 
his dessert and started crying. 


Best thing about Sean? 
He gave me some good recipe ideas 
and let me try some of his main. 


Would you introduce Sean to 
your friends? 

No... even though a group of them 
“coincidentally” walked past the 
restaurant while we were eating. 


Describe Seanin three words. 
Should research oranges. 


What do you think he made of you? 
Talks a lot, abit too honest, definitely 
not getting a five-starreview in the 
Guardian. 


Did you go on somewhere? 
Not together. Ijoined my friends at the 
Eurovision party, he went toa DJ set. I 
think that suited us both farbetter. 


And ... did you kiss? 
No surprises for guessing... we did not. 


If youcould change one thing about 
the evening what would it be? 

Havea few more interests and values in 
common other than enjoying the food. 


Marks out of 10? 
6. 


‘Would you meet again? 
No. 


—s 

Sean 

29, strategy and consulting 
manager 


What were you hoping for? 
Great food and flirty conversation. 


Firstimpressions? 
Amazing blue eyes, very confident and 
extremely easy to talk to, 


What did youtalk about? 
Uni. Work. Holidays. Family. Food. 
Lockdown hobbies. Her love for the 
theatre. Emma previously worked for 
the Labour party’s chief whip, so I got 
some hilarious insight into how realistic 
The Thick of It TV show is, and some 
gossip on the current government. 
Fascinating and terrifying. 


Any awkward moments? 
Inearly choked to death on my dessert, 
resulting in an intense coughing fit. 


Good table manners? 
Faultless. 


Best thing about Emma? 
Extremely likable, and her eyes. 


Would youintroduce her to 
your friends? 
Asa friend, for sure! 


Describe Emma in three words. 
Passionate about theatre. 


What do you think she made of you? 
Hopefully Imade a good impression -I 
will find out soon enough ... 


Did you go on somewhere? 
‘No, we both went to meet our friends 
separately. 


And... did you kiss? 
No. 


Ifyou could change one thing about 
the evening what would it be? 
Iwould have eaten my dessert slower 
toavoid that near-death experience. 


Marks out of 107 

8- there weren’tany awkward 
silences, and the conversation flowed 
naturally, but unfortunately there was 
no chemistry for me. 


Would youmeet again? 
As friends. 


Sean and Emma ate at Levan, London 
SE15, Fancy a blind date? Email blind. 
date@theguardian.com 
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I wonder 
what my 
lovely aunt 
would've 


made of 
her funeral 


Tim Dowling 
On modern life 


y Aunt Gladys 

died. She was 93, 

andIhad been 

wamed the end 

was approaching, 

but then it came 
pretty quickly - early one Friday. My 
brother texted me the news. 

When we were small she insisted 
werefer toher only as Beautiful Aunt, 
Gladys. She signed all ourbirthday 
cards “Love from Beautiful Aunt 
Gladys”, or just “B.A.G.” Between 
ourselves we called her Bag for short, 
but wenever forgot what it stood for. 

Gladys was also particular about 
clothes, and not just her own. When I 
was home for Thanksgiving in 2018, she 
seized my forearm as my father walked 
into the room wearing a bright blue top. 

“I want that sweater burned,” she 
whispered through gritted teeth. 

As Ipack for my flight to the States, I 
discover that both sleeves of my black 
suitare dotted with moth holes, 
exposing the pale lining. This isa 
disaster, I think. Then I think: the one 
person who would give youa hard 
time about this won't be there. 

The only family Gladys had left were 
my Dad, who is 100, my two sisters, my 
brother and me. To have the Dowling 
siblings in charge of deciding your 
final arrangements mightbe regarded 
asrank misfortune, but luckily Gladys 
was clear about what she wanted: 
nothing. She sometimes reaffirmed 
her wishes in the middle of other 
people’s funerals. I don’t want any of 
this, she would say. Nuh-thing. 

But nothing is hard. People want to 
send flowers somewhere, and we have 
a bag of ashes to deal with. By the time 
I get to Connecticut on Tuesday plans 
are in place: a private interment on 


Edith Pritchett On millennial life 


~ Aselect few of the genres that 
beam blue light into my retinas for 
an hour or two every evening: 


Makeup trends 
Jwouldn't be 


Friday, followed by a small reception 
for friends and neighbours on Saturday. 

“t's what she wouldn’t have 
wanted,” Isay. 

We spend much of Thursday trying 
tounblock the sink in Gladys’s 
apartment. Although it’s nota pressing 
issue, it seems preferable to going 
throughall the stuff - the jewellery, 
the silver, the photographs - to decide 
who takes what, and what will go 
unclaimed. It’s a challenge, since the 
blockage is resistant to every tool in 
ourarsenal, but when the drain finally 
clearsit feels like a hollow victory. 

On Friday morning we drive to the 
Catholic cemetery where my father’s 
forbears long ago established a plot, 
back when either the family was flush 
or granite was cheap. My great- 
grandparents’ names are cutinto one 
side of an impressive monument; my 
grandparents are on the other. 
Gladys’s name has already been carved 
onto aplaque alongside that of her 
husband, John - my father’s brother. I 
can’tremember the last time! was here, 
untl I realise I have never been here. 

Gladys's ashes have been placed - 
crammed, really - into a sewing basket 
with alid she embroidered. My sisters 
are wearing her shoes. There isa vase 


The gravedigger talks 


at length about a 
recent coyote invasion. 
I think: Gladys would 
have loved this guy 


filled with buttercups. It’s not nothing, 
just the closest we could manage. 

Tbrought a poem to read, which I 
figured would be mostly for the benefit 
of the official overseeing the ceremony. 
But there isno official. My hands are 
shakingasI unfold the paper. 

“This is from the internet,” I say. My 
throat begins to close as Iread the first 
line. My sister, who went before me 
andhada better poem, suffered the 
same problem. After I've finally choked 
the words out we mill about in the sun. 

“When do they do the thing?" Isay. 

“They're waiting for us,” my sister 
says. She signals to two cemetery 
workers sitting ina truck alittle way 
off. They drive over. 

“Pm sorry for your loss, really,” says 
the larger of the two, lumbering up the 
slope with ashovel. He puts the 
sewing basket intoa plastic tub and 
seals the lid with glue, before kneeling 
to place tub in the hole. With 
transparent effort he regains his feet, 
and then holds out the shovel. 

“Talways like to ask the family,” he 
says. My brother takes the shovel and 
tips two scoops of dirt into the hole. I 
step forward. 

As we take turns, he talks at some 
length about a recent coyote invasion. 

[seen one the other week, just 
here,” he says. “Thought it was a 
family dog or something. Nope.” 

[’m reminded that tragedies are 
sometimes briefly leavened by the 
timely appearance of a comic 
gravedigger. I think: Gladys would 
have loved this guy. My sister’s partner 
takes the shovel and, putting her 
shoulder into it, lifts one spadeful of 
dirt, thenanother, and then a third. 

“Whoa,” says the gravedigger. “We 
about to hire this one.” 


EDITH @edithcastoonist 
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You be 

the judge 
Should my 
wife clear 
out her old 
books? 


Interviews: Georgina Lawton 
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= 

The prosecution 

Andy 

Sally keeps all her books, 
even old GCSE textbooks. 
They're scattered in piles 
allover the house 


Sally andI metat school in 2015, and 
after four years of dating we got 
married last year. She's always beena 
big reader and while lenjoya book now 
and again, I don’t read as much as her. 

also get rid of my books once I've 
read them. I don’t think that youneed 
tokeep every single book you've ever 
read on the shelf for the rest of your 
life. Sally's books take up space across 
all the shelves, and accumulate in little 
piles all over the house - on the 
countertop, around the bed, by the 
sofa, on the coffee table. It’s annoying 
as Ilikea tidy house. 

We havea massive bookshelf in our 
bedroom, another in our office and 
more in the living room. Butit’s not 
enough. Every year Sally will get 
books forher birthday and Christmas. 
They add up quickly. 

I'm fine with Sally keeping books 
that are meaningful to her, but there 
are probably only five or 10 books in 
that category. And of course some 
books that should neverbe thrown out 
- things like dictionaries. Coffee-table 
books about, say, photography or 
travel, can stay, as theyare decorative. 

But other than that, pretty much 
every book should live in our house 
only temporarily. They are replaceable 
and should be updated regularly to 
make space for newer titles. When we 
had aclear-out recently, Sally 
grumbled about having to throw her 
books away. But does she really need 
to keep her GCSE textbooks? We're in 
our twenties and don’t need to hang 
on to those. 

Sally says she loves having a large 
collection of books in case she wants 
toreread them or lend them, but that 
never really happens. Besides, we are 
lucky andlive close toa great library, 
and also have access to a university 
library through our work. There’s also 
the option of audiobooks. 

Sally needs to learn to throw orgive 
books away, have regular clear-outs 
and adopta one-in-one-out policy 
when buying books. Besides, a book is 
easy to source again should she change 
her mind. It’s time Sally learned to 
part with books that are gathering 
dustin our home. 


—s 

The defence 

Sally 

Idon't buy thatmany 
books and they live on 
mounted bookshelves 
-sowhat's the problem? 


Andy thinks our house is getting too 
cluttered because [like to keep all the 
books Iread. Butit’s not like we keep 
books piled up on the floor - they have 
a home on our bookshelves. We 
recently took a big box of my books 
tothe charity shop, which I found 
very sad. I didn’t like parting with 

my books - had some of them for 

15 years. 

He once said if authored a book, 
we could keep it permanently in the 
house, but that books bought and sold 
aren’treally of any sentimental value 
so should be recycled. I think this 
view is drastic and alittle bit 
psychotic. Who throws away perfectly 
good books? 

He thinks Ishould start listening to 
audiobooks instead of buying books. 
But! don’t buy that many books, 
maybe onea month, if that. AndI 
really love curling up on the sofa with 
areal book - audiobooks and Kindles 
justaren’t the same. 

‘Most of my books don’t take up any 
space because they live on mounted 
bookshelves. So really, what’s the 
issue? I can see why he thinks we need 
a clear-out, but! think we should start 
by throwing away other things. 

Andy likes doing DIY and has a 
couple of shoeboxes full of wires and 
old parts thathe uses to make things 
from scratch. Buthe never bins any of 
his half-finished electronics projects. 
T'mnot sure why we need to focus on 
my books. They're valuable and 
sentimental, and if we have kids Pd 
like to pass some of my books on to 
them instead of buying them toys. 
Keeping our books for generations 
could bea great investment. 

like being the person witha great 
collection. Ilove lending books to 
people, too. 

Andy’s parents have given mea 
book subscription for my birthday, 
soI don’t think the book-collecting 
habit is going to get any better. He’s 
now saying that I should adopta 
one-in-one-out policy. But lam 
going to ignore it. And I definitely 
won't be throwing any books out ~ 
atleast not until the house is 
absolutely overflowing. 


Illustration: Joren Joshua 


= 
The jury 
of Guardian readers 


Should Sally get rid of her old books? 


Sally isn’t guilty. Books look great, and 
Andy could get involved in organising 
them, Sally could also help by 
borrowing books from the library and 
only buying those she really loves. 
Eleanor, 31 


Sally is definitely not guilty. You can 
never have too many books. A book 
collection is likea chart of your life so 
far - they contain memories and 
‘emotions from when and where they 
were acquired. A house with books is a 
house with soul and depth. 

Hamish, 47 


Sally is an intellectual and stylish 
individual who has caught on early to 
the growing “bookcore” trend of 
whimsical homes flooded with piles of 
cascading books. Many millennials 
‘would kill for the aesthetic that Andy is 
complaining about. Timagine that Sally 
could make a killing on Pinterest. 
Elliot, 23 


Sally is guilty. At a conservative 
estimate, she’s added 36 books to her 
collectionin the past three years, and 
admits to owning some of them for 15 
‘years, Isuggest that Sally use the Marie 
Kondo method to declutter. 

Leona, 57 


Andy seems pretty authoritarian in his 
approach to books, and his choice of 
‘words when describing the situation is 
telling. He should lighten up, read a few 
books to calm himself down, learn 
about relationships, and compromise; 
otherwise, there will be trouble ahead! 
Simon, 50 


THE VERDICT 


‘Yes Sally needs toslimdown her collection 1 
NoSally doesn’t needto get idofany books 4 


ae 


You've heard the cases, 

now you decide ... 

Scan to vote on this week's dispute, 
share your own, or be one of the jury 


How doI put 
up with my 
brother-in- 
law's toxic 
views on 
animal 
welfare? 


Ask 
Annalisa Barbieri 


For over 15 years Ihave been polite 
but distant with my brother-in-law. 1 
have experienced alot of inner 
turmoil about his unsustainable 
farming practices and treatment of 
animals, including hunting and 
shooting for sport and pleasure. 

As the only vegan/vegetarian in the 
family, Ihave kept this disapproval to 
myself, though everyone knows Iam 
an active environmentalist and 
supporter of animal rights. Irecently 
learned heis teaching his young son 
these traditions, apparently against 
the boy's will. Knowing how sweet 
and compassionate the boy is, thisis 
becoming even more difficult for me. 

Soon we will have what will be our 
last big family holiday together with, 
my aged parents, which everyoneis 
looking forward to, But 'mafraidI can 
nolongerremain passive and silent. 

IFT go on the holiday with themall, 
Iknow I will not be able to deflect the 
cognitive dissonance. My unease, 
which has been bubbling beneath the 
surface for too long, will potentially 
sour the trip and upset my parents. 
But if I decide not to goI worry that 1 
will live to regret not being there. 

IfTraise ameasured discussion I 
know I'll be mocked or diminished by 
stubborn voices and become too upset 


tostand my ground. Am Ibeingselfish 
and weak if make an excuse and miss 
out on this last big family holiday? Or 
do Irisk upsetting the applecart and 
putting my mental health through the 
wringerby confronting a toxic, 
unethical mindset? 


Ifit’sa considered choice, staying 
silentis not necessarily the passive 
option ~in certain situations it can be 
the most proactive thing to do. P’mnot 
advocating youremain silent, but it’s 
important to be realistic about what you 
want to achieve and, if that’s possible, 
work backwards to see if you can 
achieve it. 

If you want to guarantee you won't 
beupsetby yourbrother-in-law, the 
only real way to achieve thatis to not 
go. But might you get angry he stopped 
you attending this momentous 
gathering? Is that not givinghima 
tremendous amount of power? 

Perhaps the best result would be to 
goand finda way to lessen the impact 
on you, soit’s about how toachieve that. 
Could you minimise contact with him 
by not travelling or staying with him? 
Could you bring someone with you 
- maybe from outside the family, as an 
ally? Ialso wanted to know more about 
the boy's mother - could she be anally? 

If the topicdoes come up, instead of 
defending your position you could 
become curious about his; it may make 
him think about what he’s saying. That 
said, I've met people like your brother- 
in-law and even this can be impossible: 
saying nothing feels complicit, but 
saying anything results in blind fury. 

What would happenif you did lose 
your temper with him instead of 
trying to always keep alid on it? Maybe 
not on holiday, but another time. 
Would that be so terrible? 

Tunderstand you are worried about 
his son, but going up against the boy's 
dad puts him ina tough position. I get 
the feeling you think that if you could 
justbe heard you could change your 
brother-in-law’s mind. It’s doubtful, 
and also it’s not your responsibility. 
That doesn’t mean you shouldn't try, 
but at some point you're going to have 
to decide whether youkeep having 
this conversation or just ignore him. 

Forme, there are family members 
P’ve decided not to see any moreas our 
differences are too great, unless it’s a big 
gathering where they can be diluted. 


If you would like advice on a family 
matter, email ask.annalisa@ 
(heguardian.com. See gu.com/letters- 
terms for terms and conditions 
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A gorgeous garden 
doesn't only look great - 
itsmells good, too. Here's 
what to grow to make the 
most of all your senses 


Heaven 
scent 


Words: Alys Fowler 
Illustration: Brett Ryder 


alking through the garden - 
ideally barefoot, feeling the 
earth beneath your feet - and 
catching a heady scent of 
something in flower is sucha 
pleasure. Itis very easy to be 
ledby the eye when it comes to plants and flowers, 
but when youalso involve other senses, the garden 
becomes an immersive place, and this changes how 
you move through it. Flower scents are not there to 
please humans, though. It’s there to attract the 
pollinators: a delicious-smelling plant can sing with 
bees. And it’s not only flowers that havea smell; 
leaves can be heavenly too. 

There’sa scented plant for almost every spot, from 
deep shade to sunny windowsill. Plus, if you're going 
to walk about barefoot, there are few things so lovely 
to brush up toas a thyme plant along a path’s edge. 


eee 

Thyme 

‘Thymus ‘Coccineus’ group, with its tight, creeping 
habit, means it’s great for growing between paving 
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and will tolerate light foot trafficreleasing 
its delightful scent. Likewise, T. herba-barona, the 
caraway-scented thyme, isa good choice and lovely 
to cook with, particularly in stews and casseroles. 
There’s alemon-scented thyme too, T. herba- 
barona ‘Lemon-Scented’, with sharper citrus notes. 
Be careful where you plantit, though: thyme only 
thrives with exceedingly good drainage and full sun. 
ve let the brick footpath in my front garden 
become colonised by wild marjoram, Origanum 
vulgare. As the bricks sitin sand, rather than being 
cemented in, it has appeared everywhere. Its 
delicious herby smell accompanies my journey to the 
door on ahot day, and because its pretty 
white flowers are adored by bees, I get a soundtrack 
tomy walk, too. 


— 

FringeCup 

At the other end of spectrum is the Fringe Cup, from 
the Tellima grandiflora ‘Odorata Group’. This 
low-growing perennial does little to suggest that it 
has sucha sweet scent - the pale lime-green flowers 


are quite small - but whatit lacks in showiness it 
makes up forin perfume. A clump of fringe cup will 
stop you in your tracks. It’s low-maintenance and 
does well in dappled shade, making it useful around 
deciduous trees. It works well planted with brunnera, 
dicentra, ferns and shade-loving geraniums. 


Leen 
Dianthus 
Another cottage garden favourite, this time fora 
spot in full sun, is dianthus, or pinks. Not all pinks 
are bred for scent, but those that are perfumed range 
from the sweet and heady to deeply satisfying clove 
aromas. The pure white, button-hole perfection of 
the clove-scented D. ‘Bridal Star’ is perfect for 
cutting as it repeat-flowers all summer long. For 
window boxes or pots on balconies, try the alpine 
varieties, such as D. ‘Berry Blush’, D. ‘Aztec Star’ and 
D. ‘Cherry Burst’, all of which don’t grow over 20cm 
and won’t mind being blown about abit. 

Or try one of the truly old-fashioned pinks, all of 
which have good scentand a subtle elegance that 
you don’t tend to find in modern breeding. Believed 


to date from around 1700, D. ‘Elizabethan Pink’ hasa | 
single white flower with a maroon eye and lacing, 
anda deep clove scent. 


— 

Woodland tobacco 

Ifyou want something alittle statelier, you can’t go 
wrong with the woodland tobacco plant or Nicotiana | 
sylvestris. In our climate, itis treated asa half-hardy 
annual or bedding plant. It’s too late now to sow 
seeds, but you may be able to find young plants to 
buy. It can cope with shade and sun and will be happy 
ina north-east-facing spotifit gets alittle sunshine, 
orin abig pot or the ground. Give the plants space, 
though, as each can grow up toametre-and-a-half 
talland half-a-metre wide; if youovercrowd them, | 
you'll weaken them and slugs will take advantage. 

Woodland tobaccos have elegant white, trumpet- | 
shaped flowers with the most heavenly, slightly 
addictive smell that, because it’s moth- 
pollinated, only gets going at night. Plant them near 
your outdoor dining area and drink in the scent on a 
warm summer's evening. The cultivar N. ‘Only the 
Lonely’ has particularly long trumpets. 

Another tobacco with good evening scentis 
jasmine or sweet tobacco. alata). Again, these are 
treated as bedding plants in the UK, so buy in young 
plants. Itneeds part shade, as too much sun and dry 
conditions lead to mildew on the leaves. My mother | 
grew it in a window box under the porch and it 
thrived - in part because she keptit well watered. If | 
you have a protected balcony or courtyard, it will 
flower its socks off in pots from now until autumn. 

like the variety N. ‘Lime Green’, with its velvety | 
acid-green flowers; they make good cut flowers as 
they combine well with so many things. [also like N. 
“Grandiflora’, which has creamy-white flowers and is | 
the most highly scented of all tobacco plants. Again, 
it’s happiest in shade as strong sunlight will bleach it. 


— 

Nemesia 

‘Nemesia ‘Wisley Vanilla’ smells especially good in 
the evenings. It grows to only 30cm high - perfect for 
a pot by the door. Ithas delicate white flowers with 

a yellow eye; and if you keep on top of deadheading 
and watering, it will flower all summer long. 


oo 
Chocolate cosmos 
If vanilla isa little bland, how about the scent 
of chocolate? ‘Chocolate cosmos’ or Cosmos 
atrosanguineus has blood-red, velvety flowers that | 
truly smell like melted chocolate. It’s best grownin | 
pots or containers because youneed to getup close | 
totrulyenjoyit. Putit in alargeone, though, asit_ | 
grows up to 90cm tall, It’s a tender perennial, so put 
it somewhere sheltered for winter. 

Finally, the night phlox Zaluzianskya ovata 
‘star Balsam’ isa tiny alpine that blooms only at 
night. It’s small enough to go in a pot for the centre 
of an outdoor table, ora window box, soon those hot 
summer nights, you can drink its heady perfume. 
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THRIFTY 
SUMMER EF 
SPECIAL 


From volunteering to sailing the world, these brilliant 
adventures cost no more than a little imagination 


How to widen your 


horizons ona budget 


| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 85 


PAS 
lage 
setae 
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Work onan organic 
farm in Italy 
(it changed our lives) 


In 2083, we put our lives onhold, 
shouldered ourbackpacks and set out, 
with our two toddlers on ajourney that 
ended up changing our lives. 

Many journeys start with adesire to 
discover something new. Ours started 
with World Wide Opportunities on 
Organic Farms (Wwoof.net) and a desire 
tounderstand the life of farmers and 
food in ourancestral homeland of Italy. 
With branches in 132countries, Wwoof 
connects volunteers to organic farms 
and growers. In return for volunteer 
help, hosts offer food, accommodation 
and opportunities to learn about 
organic farming and lifestyles. 

‘We wanted more than just cooking 
classes or other touristy things, and 
because Wwoofing offers the possibility 
of alow-cost lifestyle (we spent $3,700, 
excluding airfare, over six months), it 
allowedus to extend our time and truly 
immerse ourselves in another culture. 

We experienced Italian farms and 
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families from Tuscany to Molise, in the 
south, but the one that made the biggest 
impression onus was near Urbino, in 
the central region of Le Marche, run by 
ahumble, passionate couple who took 
incredible care in their craft. 

The main business of this beautiful 
farm - more than nine hectares (23 
acres) of rolling pasture in the foothills 
of the northern Apennines - is outdoor 
breeding and raising of cinta senese 
pigs to produce artisanal prosciutto 
crudo. Butitis also a true sustenance 
farm, with chickens, ducks, geese and 
cows for milk, eggs and meat. Their 
gardens were bursting with produce 
destined for their table and to stock 
their cantina with preserves, jams and 
sauces to last the year. Except for coffee 
and a few other items, everything came 
from their land, was foraged from the 
woods or bartered for with neighbours. 

Wehelped with feeding the animals 
and doing odd jobs around the farm 
and in their butcher's shop, learning as 
much about their practices and craft as 
we could. More than that, though, we 
were able to share their dinner table 
and hear about their passion for the 
simple life and their love for the land. 

After our six-month Wwoofing 
experience we were hooked, and 


jumped headfirst into expanding our 
knowledge of food and simplifying our 
lifestyle. Iwent on to doa master’s at 
the Slow Food-affiliated University of 
Gastronomic Sciences in Pollenzoin 
Piedmont. We have since raised 
heritage chickens, ducks, and red 
waddle pigs; we stocked our pantry 
with our own produce and cured meats 
from theland. And three years ago we 
sold everything we owned in the US 
and moved to the Tuscan hilltop town 
of Montaione, which we'd fallen in love 
with while on our first Wwoof farm. 
Going Wwoofing was one of the best 
decisions we ever made. All those 


years ago, while planning our dream 
backpacking trip, we never could have 
imagined the impactit would have on 
our lives. We built lasting friendships 
and returned changed people, with 
newaspirations. What started as an 
educational trip with our kids turned 
into a journey that helped us answer 
questions wehadn’t even thought toask. 
To find Wwoofing opportunities, join the 
organisation in the country where you 
‘want to work (for example, Wwoof UK 
will put you in contact with UK host 
farms). To get to know farming cultures 
of other countries, visit wwoofnet 
Jason and Jill DiLoreti (diloreti.com) 


Aplacein the sunflowers 
ee. Jason DiLoreti and 
daughter, left, who 
volunteered on farms 

in Italy, including 
Tuscany, above 
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Volunteer at a 
conservation project 
in Orkney 

Finding the right rock is exacting. I 
need something telephone-directory 
shape, but nothing is apparent. I feel 
I’m being watched. When I turn round, 
five common seals are staring from the 
sea, framed by orange bladderwrack 
on the shore. Following lengthy 
mutual inspection! turn back, spota 
likely stone and lift it into place. 

The North Ronaldsay sheep festival 
is unusual - revolving, as it does, 
around sheep and drystone walling. 
And North Ronaldsay is itself 
distinctive; the northernmost island 
in Orkney, it’s home to the North 
Ronaldsay sheep, arare, semi-feral 
beast notable forits small size, short 
tail and novel diet. 

Much of the time the sheep eat 
seaweed, mostly kelp, on the island’s 
foreshore, and have adapted to it so 
well that eating grass can now poison 
them. So they are kept off the grass 
inland by a 12-mile sandstone wall - or 
dyke. Built around the island in the19th 
century, it’s one of the world’s largest 
drystone walls. 

Storm damage necessitates 
continuous repairs, but with a 
population that’s dwindled to around 
50, many of them elderly, the locals need 
help - hence the festival. First held in 
2016, volunteers come from all over the 
world - this year there are 49 of us - to 


mend the dyke, sightsee, play football 
and have fun. It’s a great way to do 
something useful and get to know this 
beautiful part of the world -andit's free. 

Arthur Hunt, an electrician from 
London, guides the dyke menders - and 
we soonlearn thelingo. At the bottom 
of the dyke there are “grounders” 
~ very large stones which often require 
two or more people to lift; big stones go 
up the outsides of the dyke, with small 
ones, or “heartings”, in the middle and 
“through-stones” to tie the front and 
back of the dyke together. 

‘The dyke’s seaward side has to be 
especially smooth and perpendicular 
tostop sheep running up it. Arthur 
dismantles and rebuilds my first 
attempt with the dexterity of a waiter 
stacking plates, but assures me I will 
quickly improve. He's right: next time 
round Idon’tneed rescuing. 

After the day's work bathein 
Nouster Bay, a wide smile of pale sand, 
with chilly water thatsegues from 
aquamarine shallows into indigo 
deeps. Iam alone - except for five grey 
seals, popping up and downasI swim. 

Between stints of dyke repair I 
explore more. The hedgerows are full, 
of wildflowers - tansy, dogrose and 
tufted vetch - and fields are broken by 
lochs. Overhead I see arctic tems and 
bonxies (the local name for great skuas). 

Some volunteers are local. Eileen 
Turfus was born on nearby Sanday 
island. “My forebears built the dyke,” 
she says, “I might be handling the 
same stones as them.” Eileen plays in 
the residents v visitors festival football 
match. Two men mark her, but she 
scores easily. Other highlights include 


guided tours of the island’s lighthouse 
and wool mill. And, of course, there are 
several evenings of music, anda dance. 
Among the fiddle players is Heather 
Woodbridge, festival coordinator. In 
between regaling us with Flett Fae 
Flottaand the Stronsay waltz, she’s 
keen to emphasise that the festival is 
much more than heaving stones 
around, it’s all about community. “You 
see people really sad to leaveand how 
they've been touched by their 
experience,” she says. “And you see all 
the goodit’s done for the island.” 
The trip was provided by Visit Orkney. 
The festival runs from 1-12 August; 
volunteers can sign up for any number 
of days. Accommodation ranges from 
camping (£5 a night) to half-board at the 
Bird Observatory (£60) 
PeterCarty 


Hit the wall 
Volunteers repairing the 
island's drystone walls, 
bottom, and some of the 
local residents, below 


Del 
More free 
volunteering stays 


RSPB 

There are arange of 
options for helping to 
save nature, from day 
visitors to those with 
weeks to spare. 
rspb.org.uk 


HelpX 

This online platform lists 
farms, lodges, hostels 
and even sailing boats 
offering volunteers 
accommodation and 
food. Helpers work four 
hoursa day on average. 
Basic membership free. 
helpx.net 


Help Stay 

This contact platform for 
hosts and helpers offers 
work on anything from 
permaculture projects in 
Morocco and French B&Bs 
toschoolsin Tanzania. 
From €29.99 a year. 
helpstay.com 


Workaway 

From connecting 
uavellers with an artist 
in Chiang Mai toan 
Earthship in Turkey, the 
choice of volunteering 
and working holidays in 
170 countries is huge. It’s 
£37 to register. 
‘workaway.info 


Waterway Recovery 
This group runs week- 
long working holidays 
restoring canals, Adult 
camps book up fast, but 
there are still places ona 
Buckinghamshire 
weekend family camp 
suitablefor6-14-year-alds. 
‘waterways.orgiuk 


Planet Patrol 

This charity cleans up 
inland waterways in the 
UK. Volunteers geta free 
paddleboarding, 
kayaking or canoeing 
session, and help clear 
litter from rivers, lakes 
and canals. 
planetpatrol.co 


Conservation Volunteers 
Opportunities include 

a dragonfly survey in 
aLondon parkand 
sowinga wildflower 


meadow in >> 


Glasgow. 
The Guardian | 04.06.22 | SATURDAY | 93 


tev.org.uk 


LIFESTYLE 


Swap houses -and 
getmuch more than 
afree place tostay 


House-swapping is something, like 
many, had considered, but never been 
brave enough to try. Until last year 
thatis, when I realised my chance of 
finding a holiday cottage we could 
afford in the school holidays (let alone 
in Wales, where we actually wanted to 
g0) were almost nonexistent. Ona 
whim, I posted on Instagram asking if 
anyone would like to swap homes with 
us (myself and four children, aged five 
to18) witha couple of snaps of my 
kitchen - wet washing on a dryer, Lego 
every where -anda shot of the garden, 
and crossed my fingers. 

While mine may have been an 
unconventional way of going about it, 
companies offering house-swapping 
services are reporting a boom: Love 
Home Swap, for example, has seen an 
82% increase in new UK members over 
the past 12 months.I didn’t have to 
wait long fora reply tomy Insta 
request. “I’m interested in swapping 
houses!” it read. There followed a 
chatty description from a woman 
called Maki in north Wales about her 
family home and herlocal area. 
Pictures of her, her husband and two 
young sons on beaches, picnickingat 
castles and biking along towpaths 
showed alife that didn’t look a million 
miles from mine. 

A month later, I was turning the key 
inher front door. My children ran in, 
soon discovered Maki’s sons’ Lego and 
shrieked with excitement when they 
found the trampoline. As Iran my eye 
across Maki’s bookshelves, I could tell, 
she wasa kindred spirit, so never had 
amoment’s anxiety about the security 
of my home. 

There’s something fun, with an 
element of pot luck, about house- 
swapping. [loved the feeling that, for 
aweek, I was stepping into Maki’s 


shoes: walking my kids down to the 
river where she played with her sons, 
eating in the pub she'd recommended. 
And when she messaged - as Isat in 
her back garden, watching my children 
playing with her children’s toys - 
about how much she loved our house, 
Ifelt genuinely glad that another 
family was enjoying the place we love. 

Maki’s house is within striking 
distance of Chester, which meant we 
had the beaches of north Wales to 
discover but were also not too far from 
Snowdonia. The children enjoyed the 
sandy beaches of Colwyn Bay; Iliked 
the faded glamour of Llandudno. 

Of course, there’s a huge financial 
advantage to home swapping. Renting 
a spacious house like Maki’s for a week 
could easily have cost thousands. I 
have now signed up for several 
house-swap websites. There was 
something gratifying about knowing 
that our holiday house had cost us 
absolutely nothing. The children were 
delighted, too: it meant could buy 
them ice-creams as well as milkshakes 
every time we went to the beach. 


Make yourself at home 
Clover Stroud’s house swap in 
Wrexham, above, and her son 
in Llandudno, below 


Guardian Home Exchange connects 
potential swappers around the world 
(€35 for six months). At Love Home 
Swap (from £96 a year) you can directly 
swap homes or use a points system to 
go somewhere else. 

Clover Stroud 


Have a Highland 
bothy to yourself 


Itakea deep breath before knocking. 
This buildingin the Scottish Highlands 
looks like an old house, butisn’ta 
home. Getting here has taken all day, 
butwhata day. I’ve edgeda loch sohuge 
it felt like an ocean, seen seals, deerand 
common tems - but not another soul. 
T'mstaying in a bothy. There’s no 
charge at these remote mountain 
shelters best thought of as stone tents 


Free to roam 

Glendhu Bothy next to 
the Highland loch of 
the same name 
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(you have to take camping gear - plus a 
tent in case it’s full). Found mostly in 
Scotland, they’re maintained by the 
Mountain Bothies Association 
(membership £25 a year). 

Unlike the free mountain hutsin 
Norway, Finland or Estonia, bothies 
weren’t built for hikers; they had 
former uses. The one Pm at was oncea 
school. You can’t book, so have to just 
show up and hope. This can lead to 
serendipitous meetings, or the whole 
place to yourself. Irap at the wooden 
door and open it, not knowing who'll 
be inside - but that’s part of the magic. 
Phoebe Smith, author of The Book of 
the Bothy (Cicerone, £9.71) 


SSeS 
More ways to 
stay for free 


Couchsurfing 
social network with 11 
million members around 
the world, Couchsurfing 
connects travellers with 
local hosts offering a 
place to stay (a spare 
room, sofa or air 
mattress). It’s simple to 
sign up to, a great way of 
meeting people and 
getting an insightintoa 
new place and, best of 
all, cost-free. There are 
measures to ensure 
security, too. 

Other options include 
BeWelcome, a free 
non-profit connecting 
travellers and locals 
offering places to stay. 


Housesitting 
A good way to stay for 
free while the owners 
are away. Sites including 
Trusted Housesitters 
and House Sitters UK 
offera huge range of 
options. Inreturn for 
accommodation, sitters 
look after the house, and 
often the pets, too. 


ip, 


Free campingand 
caravanning 
Campervanners and 
caravan owners looking 
for free overnight spots 
can sign up forapps such 
as Park4night, which 
lists places to stop 
beyond campsites, from 
supermarket or pub car 
parks to farmers’ fields. 

The basic apis free; 
there’sa €9.99a year fee 
for the premium service. 
In the UK, wild camping 
is legal only in Scotland 
and on Dartmoor, though 
sites such as Campspace 
include cheap places to 
stay (from £7 a night), 
including private 
gardens. 

In Belgium, Welcome 
tomy Gardenisa 
not-for-profit network 
offering free campingin 
private gardens for 
hikers and cyclists. 
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Sail around the world 
asadeckhand 


‘The adventure begins ina London pub. 
My partnerand I look nervously for 
Dave Lowrie, described as “at the bar, 
tall” ina text. After spending weeks 
browsing listings on the sailing and 
crewing matchmaking service 
Crewseekers, we hope he is the one. 

Acouple of pints down, andit’s clear 
we're a good fit - Dave and his wife 
Kath are looking for deckhands to help 
sail their Norwegian ketch, Lista Light, 
to the Caribbean on November's trade 
winds. We want to getacross the Atlantic 
as part of ano-fly round-the-world 
adventure, Crewseekers’ one-off £75 
membership fee opened up hundreds 
of potential boats looking for different 
levels of experience on journeys of 
varyinglength. Conversation soon 
tums giddy with excitementas we 
take in the prospect of swapping the 
city forlife on the ocean wave. 

We visit Lista Light on the River Exe 
a few weeks later and fall in love with 
the ramshackle old girl with her seven 
magnificent sails. She isimpractical ~ 
herropes and steering are manual - 


but wonderfully romantic. 

After demonstrating our basic 
knowledge (we'd recently completed a 
RYA day skipper course in Dartmouth), 
we discuss logistics, agreeing to chip 
into a food and fuel kitty. 

The next time we see Lista Lightis in 
Lisbon marina, when we jump on board 
for more than two months and 3,200 
nautical miles of sailing. From Lisbon, 
we sail to Sagres, on the south-west tip 
of Portugal, and across to Morocco, 
where we spend three weeks in El 
Jadida, fixing up the boat, washing in 
the local hammam and loading up with 
spices from the market. We then head 
west to La Graciosa, a tiny car-free 
island off Lanzarote, passing a pod of 
pilot whales, and on to Gran Canaria. 

By the time we leave the safety of 
port to catch the trade winds across 
the Atlantic, we're well into the 
rhythm of life on board, taking it in 
turns to cook and clean, and adopting 
a two- to four-hour watch system. 
Sunrise and moonrise take on whole 
new meanings: no one likes sitting 
alone at the helm in pitch black. 

Ifadventure is what we hoped for, 
we get itin bucketloads. We're 
becalmed 500 miles offthe coast of 
west Africa for five days; lying fish 
dart on to the deck one night; aminke 
whale follows us for three days; and 


ey 


yn NE i er rg cece 


Bios 


Allhands on deck 

Marigot Bay, Sint Maarten, 
top; and working on the 
boat in the Canaries, above 


almost exactly halfway across the 
ocean, our mainmast snapsin two, 
leaving us having to sail the rest of the 
way at half the speed. 

After 31 days at sea, we arrive on 
the Dutch Caribbean island of Sint 
Maarten. The joy of seeing humans 
and trees again is tempered by the 
horror of cruise ships and plastic- 
strewn ports. Several rums in, we relax 
back into life on land, marvelling and 
celebrating, already nostalgic for the 
simplicity of our seafaring days - proof 
that some of the greatest adventures 
out there can cost next to nothing. 
HollyTuppen 


== 
More ways to 
travel for free 


Green Kayak 

This charity will lend 
visitors a free kayak for 
two hours, provided 
they bringback a bucket 
of plastic waste from 
Copenhagen’s waters. 
Volunteers have 
collected 24,319kg of 
rubbish since 2017. 
greenkayak.org 


Vroom Vroom Vroom 
Cars, campervans or 
motorhomes can be had 
for free using this 
relocation service across 
Australia, New Zealand, 
Europeand North 
America. Most deals 
offera set mileage and 
time; extras may include 
fuel and insurance. 
vroomvroomvroom 

com ati 


Free public transport 
In 2020, Luxembourg 
became the first country 
tomakeall public 
transport, including 
buses, trainsand trams, 
free to residents and 
visitors in abid to lower 
emissions. A journey 
planner is available on 
its easy-to-use app. 
mobiliteit.lu 


Bla BlaCar 

Cheap but notentirely 
free, this carpool app 
connects drivers with 
tavellers heading the 
same way. 
blablacar.co.uk 


Free Herefordshire 
Weekend bus travel 
within the county is free 
until atleast autumn, 
thanks to the Covid-19 
Recovery Fund. Hopon 
and offany bus, any time. 
herefordshire. gov.uk 


os Answers to quiz 8 Oslo (formerly 
Puzzle by Thomas Eaton Christiania). 

A 9Nicknamed Tiger: 
solutions 1 TE Lawrence. Tiger Mother child- 
(puzzles on page 101) 2Small porpoise rearing author; 

3PanAm. French statesman; 

4 Wimbledon Australian cricketer; 
Centre Court. US golfer. 

5 Marilyn Monroe. 10 Parts of Canterbury 
Hildegard of Bingen. _| Cathedral. 
7Trans-Neptunian 11 “The” hip-hop/spoken 
object. ‘word performers: 


the Rapper; the Creator; | Answersto 
the Poet; the Slump God. | Weekend 
12 Settings of Graham Crossword 
Greene novels. by Sy 

13 Golden jubilee 


celebrations: 

George III; Victoria; 
Elizabeth I. 

14 Formulated laws 
on gases. 

15 Nonexistent Oscar 
nominees. 
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Rich in medieval and Roman history, this walk 
around the city walls ends up at a good oldlocal 


The Phoenix 


Inn, York 


Words: Kevin Rushby 
Photography: Ash Holdsworth 


‘Stark York railway station 
Distance’ miles 

‘Time 3 hours with stops 
Difficulty Easy 


The walk 


rmageddon is always 
the highlight of any 
walk, and this superb 
city hike offers an 
unusual and possibly 
heretical opportunity 
tostart with the End of the World. Itis, 
after all, conveniently located near 
York station, inside All Saints Church. 
In fact, our walk isa circular one, so 
could begin at any point, even at our 
ultimate destination, the Phoenix Inn. 

As you emerge from York station, 
the 14th-century city walls are in front 
of you. Built on earthen ramparts that, 
mark much earlier defences, they are 
Britain’s longest intact medieval walls 
and canbe walked for most of their 
route. Head left, passing under the 
wall and you will see a couple of access 
points. ButI promised Armageddon 
and you must have it. A couple of 
hundred metres down North Street is 
All Saints Church, one of York's 
less-visited gems. 

Thereisalot to look at here: note 
the little hole in the wall on the left of 
the entrance: behind here lived 
Britain’s last hermit, Walter Wilman, a 
Great War veteran who died in the 
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1970s. Moving into the nave and 
looking up you seea fine 15th-century 
hammer-beam ceiling, where painted 
wooden figures cavort: they’re 
supposedly angels, although one looks 
suspiciously like Priti Patel. Nearby is 
the “Prick of Conscience” window, 
depicting the last 15 days of life on 
Earth. Constructed in the early 15th 
century, it seems to bea fairly accurate 
scientific depiction of what we now 
know willbe humanity's last 
moments: devastating fluctuations in 
sea levels, catastrophic heating of 
oceans, then finally, terminal inferno. 
Theres plenty of other medieval 
stained glass to admire: see if you can 
find the man wearing spectacles. 

Having got Armageddon over with, 
head back up North Street, passing the 
stone modern building on your left, an 
‘example of how town planning can 
have dire consequences. Go under the 
arches, climb the steps and head across 
Lendal Bridge. There are many ancient 
towers and turrets (most now cafes), 
but over the bridge is one of the few 
sections of wall that cannot be walked. 
Instead nip into Museum Gardens and 
seek out the best section of surviving 
Roman defences: the Multangular 
Tower, probably built in the third 
century. I's the smaller stones in the 
lower half of the tower which are 
Roman. Explorea bit and don’t miss 
the museum itself. The recent star 
arrival is Ryedale Hoard, discovered in 
2020 by metal detectorists. 


From here head towards York Art 
Gallery (another worthy diversion, with 
cafe) and through Bootham Bar. Two 
millennia ago, this was the gate into the 
Roman fort, but the existing structure 
is14th century. A door knocker was 
added in 1501, with Scottish visitors 
required to use it. Another diversion 
would take you up High Petergate to 
the Minster, but that’s a day’s 
exploration in itself. Limit yourself toa 
swift perusal of the facades, including 
the house of Sir Thomas Herbert, 
explorer of Persia and attendant to 
Charles Ion the scaffoldin 1649. 

Back at the Bar, climb the stepsand 
set offalong the wall in one of its 
narrower sections, but also with the 
best views of the Minster across lovely 
gardens. The walls are open from 
about 8am until dusk. A good, long 
stroll brings you to Monk Bar, where 
there isa small museum, largely about 
the celebrated local autocrat and 
alleged child murderer Richard III. You 
are nevermore than 10 steps from a 
cafe in York and there are alot in this 
area if you needa break. 

Back on the wall, via the steps, the 
route continues, passing the ruins ofa 
Georgian ice house before dropping 
back to earth at Peasholme Green. This 
area was once a swamp, considered 
impassable, so no wall was ever built. 

Follow the Inner Ring Road fora 
short stretch until yousee the Red 
Tower, where you can rejoin the wall 
all the way to the Barbican gate, then 


ae 


HE 
Tigi 


onward to Fishergate. Tucked below 
the ramparts is our destination, the 
Phoenix, but we will return. The gate 
here bears the scars of a rebellion in 
1489: pinkish blotches on the archway 
from fires litafter Henry VII tried to 
increase taxes to subsidise his Breton 
possessions, amove not likely to 
endear him to Yorkists, particularly as 
he had recently dethroned Richard III. 

Back on the wall, continue to 
Fishergate Postern, built in about 1500 
to guard adam on the River Foss that, 
was used to flood defensive moats (the 
tower has about 20 open days a year). 
From here skirt the Castle Museum to 
Clifford's Tower, a13th-century keep 
recently givena£5m facelift by 
English Heritage. Cross Skeldergate 
Bridge and climb the steps back to the 
walls fora lovely longstretch to 
Micklegate Bar, the gate where rebel 
heads were nailed, including Sir Henry 
“Hotspur” Percy in 1403, after he had 
been exhumed in Shropshire. 

Micklegate is worth a diversion and 
there are excellent places to eat, 
including Partisan (breakfast, lunch, 
tea) and Skosh (lunch, evenings) before 
you reconnect with the wall and finish 
back near the station. 


sy 

Thepub 

York's city walls are handy for several 
good pubs, but fora proper old- 
fashioned drinking den, the Phoenix, 
right by the walls, is unbeatable. The 


Museum, 
Gardens 


Start 
York 
station 7 


frontbar has red leather seats, 
polished tables and panelling that long 
ago came from the railway carriage 
works. There is a lovely bow-fronted 
bar, recently restored. 

(On cold nights the open fire is lit: 
there’s a coal scuttle by the bar and 
logs by the serving hatch. The lounge 
at the rear is where the stand-up piano 
gets used in jazz sessions (three times 
a week) and where local maestro Karl 
Mullen tickles the keys on Fridays. On 
music nights you may be met by a blast 
of Thelonius Monk piano, butat other 
times this is a quiet place, perfect for 
reading: no TVs, no sports channels or 
gambling machines. The clock above 
the fire can tick quite loudly. 

Landlords Paul Rodgers and Mark 
Taylor keep it simple and beer- 
oriented: five hand-pulled pints from 
local breweries, including Wold Top, 
Timothy Taylor and Saltaire, but with 
guest appearances from others such as 
Knaresborough’s Turning Point. “For 
food, we do Yorkshire tapas,” says Paul, 
“nuts, crisps, pork pies.” At the back is 
a beer garden overlooked by the walls. 
phoenixinnyork.co.uk 


—= 

Wheretostay 

The Phoenix Inn does not have rooms, 
but there are good accommodation 
options right by the walls. The Bar 
Conventis especially convenient, less 
thana minute from Micklegate Bar, 
where you could start and finish your 


Bootham 
Bar 


—River Foss 


York Minster 


Peasholme Green 
ndal Bridge x 


A 


| walk. Unusually, this isa working 
convent, so do not expect a hotel: the 
atmosphereis between ahostel and a 
homely guesthouse. Rooms (doubles 
from around £110 B&B, bar-convent. 
org.uk) are in what used to be novice 
cells, butare not austere or colourless. 
The best ones overlook the leafy 
courtyard. Generous breakfasts are 
served in the convent cafe, and there's 
food throughout the day, witha 
limited selection of alcohol. 

Friends of York Walls produces amap 
and guide and York Walls festival holds 
events throughout the year, with a 
summer weekend on 13-14 August 
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discoveries 


Puglia All Inclusive 


8 DAYS FROM £1,099 


Sat in the 'heel' of Italy, Puglia is a glorious region made up of labyrinthine ports, white-washed villages and ancient dwellings. 
On this holiday, take in striking Baroque cities and soak up the captivating culture of this unique destination. 


Days 1-2, London & Bari 
Meet at London Gatwick and board your flight 

‘to Bari. On arrival, transfer to your 4* hotel in 
Polignano a Mare. Visit the beautiful village of 
Locorotondo on Day 2, which offers mesmerising 
views across the surrounding valley, before 
continuing to Martina Franca, With its stunning Old 
Town, enjoy free time to look around. 


Day 3. Lecce 

Today's excursion is to Lecce, a city known for 
its Baroque streets, attractive squares and 
leafy lanes. The rail journey from Polignano a 
Mare travels along the coast, passing villages 
of white-washed houses and olive groves, In 
Lecce, discover the Piazza del Duomo and the 
quaint Old Town on a guided walking tour. This 
is followed by traditional Leccese coffee and 
pastries and a free afternoon, 


“excellent” RGR GREG based on 1,372 service reviews 


Days 4-5. Alberobello & Bari 
Transfer to Alberobello by coach, a charming 
town packed with as many as 1,400 ‘trulli’ - 
peculiar cone-shaped stone houses that have 
UNESCO World Heritage status. Return to Bari 
for a guided tour on Day 5, seeing the city’s 
11th-century church, the Romanesque Basilica di 
San Nicola, Swabian Castle and a couple of grand 
piazzas. 


Days 6-8. Matera, Bari & London 

Visit remote Matera, a town set in a small canyon 
best known for its ‘sassi’ - ancient troglodyte 
caves used as dwellings since the Palaeolithic 
era, Enjoy a guided tour of the sassi before a 
free afternoon. Day 7 is free to relax at the hotel 
ahead of your flight from Bari back to London 
Gatwick on Day 8. 


INCLUDED IN THE PRICE 


Professional UK Tour Manager from start 
to finish 


All rail & coach travel throughout 
your tour 


7 nights in a 4-Star hotel 


All-inclusive meals & drinks in 
Polignano a Mare 


All tour excursions 
DEPARTURES 
Jul - Oct 2022 


Go online to see available 
dates at raildiscoveries.com 


Trustpilot 


CALL OR GO ONLINE TO BOOK OR REQUEST YOUR FREE BROCHURE 


01904 730318 * www.raildiscoveries.com/PUF 


Protected by ABTOT. Dates end prices are subject t 
prior to end after publication, 


allabilty. Prigae shown are per person, 


4 on 2 people sharing. Prices may change 


LIFESTYLE 


Alocal’s 
guide to 
Newcastle 


Geordie journalist 
Adam Taylor shows us 
round his beat, from arts 
workshops and buzzy 
bars toa family-friendly 
community farm 


Food 

like taking a book and having a cuppa 
at Super Natural, a cosy veggie cafe 
near the station. Ithas comfy sofas, 
whimsical nature murals and a 
hand-drawn solar system with fairy 
lights on the ceiling. Food options, all 
meatless, range from sandwiches and 
jacket potatoes (I love the dal) to 
lasagne. [also like to wander the 
Quayside Market on Sundays, where 
food vans sell anything from Thai and 
Caribbean food to fudge and crepes. 
Under the Tyne Bridge on the 
Gateshead side of the river, is Trakol, 
atrendy nose-to-tail restaurant. Set 
in arusty set of shipping containers 
overlooking the Tyne, its menu ~ 
called “outrageously good” by Jay 
Rayner - focuses on open-fire cooking 
and seasonal ingredients. 


— 

Inspiration 

Ali Pritchard was only 22 when he put 
on his first show at the Dog and Parrot, 
pub. His audience that night? One 
man, who'd been kicked out of the 
pub downstairs, and his dog. A decade 
later, he owns the 80-seat Alphabetti 
Theatre, which offers weekly poetry, 
comedy, music and theatre. The 
theatre wasn’t created for “business, 
money or personal gain”, so operates 
apay-as-you-feel policy, which 


Illustrations: Hennie Haworth 


ensures that everyone in the “toon” 
has access to the arts. 


=a 

Neighbourhood 

Ouseburn Valley once teemed with 
grafters butis now home toa thriving 
art community of potters, artists, 
printmakers, musicians and the like. 
The Ouseburn Trust, an independent 
charity, has been repurposing 
industrial buildings there for decades, 
turning itinto a buzzy creative haven. 
The Biscuit Factory has arts and crafts 
exhibitions year-round, plus regular 
workshops and talks. Kiln Cafe & 
Ceramics (pictured below) is good for 
breakfast, serving Middle Eastern fare 
includinga lovely shakshuka. 
Customers can eat while watching 
dlay-covered artisans throwing pots 
next door. Bars are plentiful too. The 


Cluny is a popular gig venue; Arch 2is 
the place for craftbeer; and Tyne Bar 
(pictured left) - under Glasshouse 
Bridge, where the Ouse meets the 
Tyne - is perfect for sunny days, For 
families, Ouseburn community farm 
has pigs, sheep, cows and more. 


a 

Green space 

Jump on ametro or bus to Jesmond 
Dene -a peaceful wooded valley north 
of the centre. A maze of tall ash trees 
tower over mossy stone bridges, and 
ababbling beck leads to a waterfall. 
Families should take a few butties to 
the hilly picnic area or visit Pets 
Corner, where chatty Amazon parrots 
and cute pot-bellied pigs amuse the 
crowds. A Taste of Persia, an Iranian 
restaurant owned by the wide-smiling 
Buke Dehaty, is an excellent place to 
refuel after a trip to the Dene. The 
joojeh (saffron- and lemon-marinated 
grilled chicken skewer) isa real treat. 


—= 
Nightlife 

Geordies are quick-witted folk; see 
this first-hand atThe Stand, an 
underground comedy dub to rival 
Chicago’s Second City. Red Raw on 
Wednesday nightis an excellent place 
tostartas it showcases the region’s 
best rookie comedians for a fiver. The 
Stand has seating for about 300, a 
‘Noddy-inspired colour theme, a small 
stage and two quality bars (the upstairs 
one usually has shorter queues). 

Fora cracking pint of craftale, head 
to the Mean-Eyed Cat, anindependent 
micropub in a former newsagent’s 
previously known for its abundance of 
adult reading matter. This shed-like 
baracross from Newcastle's central 
bus station, named after an old Johnny 
Cash song, is Full of wacky Lucha Libre 
wrestling paraphernalia, abstract cat 
paintings and multicoloured Cash 
artwork. The crowd is welcoming and 
there’s a revolving selection of local, 
national and international beer, plusa 
country-meets-Americana-meets- 
punk garage playlist. 


— 

Stay 

‘Motel One (doubles from £69, motel- 
one.com) is achicand central chain 
hotel. Jesmond Dene House (doubles 
from £108, jesmonddenehouse.co.uk) 
is aboutique hotel 10 minutes’ drive 
from the centre in aGrade II-listed 
house with restaurant. 

Adam Taylor is a Tyneside-based 
travel writer 
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CLASSIFIED [Lifestyle 


on for inquisi 


AQUILA isa seriously intelligent publication that’s written with 
a playful sense of humour. Every month a beautifully illustrated 
educational topic is explored through Science, Arts & General 
Knowledge - and although AQUILA is perfectly designed for 
curious children of 8 -12 years, many adults love reading it too! 
In this issue: Aurora Polaris; Sunspots & Solar winds; Sun King, 
Louis XIV; Science of sunlight; Milton Keynes’ Solar Temple; 
Painting with turmeric, 

Coming up next... 

This summer Travel Through Time & Space exploring amazing 

facts along the way. In September Visit Pompeii the day before 


Mount Vesuvius erupted and in October peer into The Spooky 
issue -if you dare... 


“it informs, it educates, 


it entertains...” 


‘The British Society of Magazine Editors 2021 - Winner Youth Category 


Double your useable space with our sofa beds 


Stores |fitaneompany co.uk 


ILLUSTRATION: HENNIE HAWORTH 


SATURDAY 


=a 
The kids’ quiz 
Molly Oldfield 


This quiz answers questions posed by children 
—will you geta better score than your parents? 


1 Kathryn, 11, asks: 
why does double | 
‘cream become stiff when 

it's whipped? | 
AThecream gets annoyed | 
with being whipped and | 
grows big and angry 

Bt gets hotter when it is 
whipped and expands | 
The cream reacts withthe | 
cold of the metal whisk | 
D The fat molecules 
break down and 
arrange themselves 
around air bubbles 


2 Millie, 8, asks: 
how do we know how 

old the Earth is? 

By sampling rocks from 
‘meteorites and the moon 
BRycuttingit openand | 
looking at its rings | 
CBy studying fossils from | 
the ocean floor | 
D By examining the | 
writings of ancient | 
civilisations 


Stephen Collins 


Se today I'm showing you 
houte make the opel dish 
‘of the Platinum Jubile..- 


And when you gind 
‘one who replies with 
vunpatriotic naysauing 


Lizzy, 8, asks: 
what is the official 
currency of China? 
ARenminbi 
BYuan 

Chinese dollar 
DLaokip 


4 Thali, 7, asks: 
what is the world’s oldest 
active volcano? 
Stromboli 

BBen Nevis 

Volcano Meji 

D Mount Etna 


Tovah, 3, asks: 
why do clouds move? 

A The spinning of the Earth 
creates a centrifugal effect, 
making them move 

B They don’t: the Earth 
moves so it looks asif 
clouds are moving 

C The same gravitational 
forces from the moon that 
move waves, move them 


| D The wind carries them 


INL Lek | | 


Tabilee Lerty! 


ete | 
VM cestetig Prince pagreu.~ 


BANA Scan thecode to 
SRYARE send Molly a question 
BREE for future quiz 


Answers (no peeking!) 
1D. Cream is made of the 
‘fatty layer on the top of milk; 
it’s full of water, milk sugars, 
protein and lots of fat. When 
you whip it, ttle bubbles of 
‘ir get trapped in the mixture. 
The fat droplets break up 
cand the molecules arrange 
themselves around the air 
bubbles, so the air can’t 
escape and makes the cream 
grow bigger untilit goes stiff. 
2A. The Earth is around 
4.6bn years old. Scientists tell 
this from samples from the 
moon and other meteorites. 
They study radioactive 
materials in the rocks, 
whose atomic structures 
divide in a predictable and 
consistent manner over time. 
3A. The official name is 
renminbi, meaning “the 
people's money”. But yuan 
is aunit of this currency, so 
that is often used instead. 
4D. Studies of Mount Etna 
in Sicily, Italy, suggest it has 
been going for about 2.6m 
years and is Europe’s most 
‘active voleano. It was already 
very old when its first 
recorded eruption took place 
in 1500BG; since then, it has 
erupted at least 200 times. 
5D. The wind carries clouds 
through the air. Even when 
it seems there is no wind on 
the ground, there may be 
higher in the atmosphere. 


Molly Oldfield hosts 
Everything Under the Sun, 
a weekly podcast (and 
book) answering children’s 
questions. Does your child 
have a question? Submit 
one at gu.com/kids-quiz 


Now this isa modern twist 
‘on Coronation Chicken 


===ae 
Weekend crossword 


Across 
5/6/7/10 John Reed's 
description of the Russian 
Revolution (3,4,4,5,3,5) 

11 Type of falcon at the heart of 
Dashiell Hammett’s novel? (7) 
13... Hufflepuff, afounder of 
Hogwarts? (5) 

15See16 

17 The home of Surrey County 
Cricket Club since 1845 (3,4) 
20 Journalist and author whose 
fiction includes Sugar Rush 
(2004) (5,8) 

22 Admiral John .., executed 
for not relieving Minorca during 
‘the Seven Years’ war (4) 

23US state bordered by Idaho 
and Arizona (4) 

2450016 

Down 

Ls Cech and Rus, 

‘the legendary founders of 
Poland (4) 
2.Colloquial name for a cervical 
smear (3,4) 

3 County bordered by 


Except instead of chicken 
youuse the glesh of a local 
republican traitor, 


‘Sing the national anthem 
ill Ehey're cooked through 


Cambridgeshire and the 
Thames (5) 

A Peter non Star of Lawrence of 
‘Arabia (1962) (6) 

B vn McEvedy MBE, 
co-founder of the Leon 
restaurant chain (7) 

9/21 a... NOW, 1973 movie 
starring Julie Christie and 
Donald Sutherland (4,4) 

12 Haight -....., centre of 
‘the counterculture in 1960s 

San Francisco (7) 

14 Henry David... early 
environmentalist known for 
living at Walden Pond (7) 
6/15 19/24 10 oe eo os 
1» 1999 movie based on The 
Taming ofthe Shrew (6,1,4,5,3) 
18 The third largest of the 
Hawaiian stands (4) 

19See16 

21 See 9 


Solutions to Crossword 
and Thomas Eaton's quiz 
page 95 


Ie’ ever so easy to make 


\F- ey 
Then chopthem up with 
mayonnaise and curry powder 


ANZ 


Quiz 
Thomas Eaton 


1 Which first world war 
hero called himself 

“the thousand and 
second knight”? 

2With as few as 10 left, 
what animal is the vaquita? 
3 Which airline was 

the Boeing 747's 

launch customer? 

4 Which arena got a roof 
in 2009? 

5 Who was photographed 
ina playground 

reading Ulysses? 

6 Which 12th-century 
abbess was a composer, 
poet and mystic? 

7 The first to be discovered 
‘was Pluto; what is a TNO? 
8 Which capital city used 
tobenamed after 
Christian IV of Denmark? 
What links: 

9 Amy Chua; 

Georges Clemenceau; 
Bill O'Reilly; 

Eldrick Woods? 

10 Bell Harry Tower; 
Martyrdom; 

Miracle Windows; 

Henry IV'stomb? 
31Chance; 

Tyler; George; 

Ski Mask? 

32 Sierra Leone; 

Haiti; 

Vietnam; 

Mexico; 

Argentina; 

Brighton? 

331809; 1887;20027 

14 Gay-Lussac; 

Boyle; Charles; 
Avogadro? 

415 Donald Kaufman 
(Adaptation); 

Roderick Jaynes (Fargo); 
Nathan Douglas 

(The Defiant Ones)? 


You begin by inviting your 
neighbours to your jubilee 
street parky 


And serve te your 
street party! 


Skephen Collins CouLto.com 
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Sirin Kale Guardian angel 


Making nice things happen for nice people 


Her life was nearly wrecked 
byvaginal-mesh surgery - now 
she helps others recover 


y, 


rN 
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2015, Kath Sansom was the 
“ridiculously superfit mother of two 
adult daughters”. She did high-board 
diving, mountain biking, swimming 
and boxing. She had started tohavea 
few “embarrassing leaks” while 
exercising, so Sansom did what many 
women doin her situation: she went to 
her GP, whoreferred her for transvaginal 
tape surgery, in which a small piece of meshis fitted 
around the urethra to preventincontinence. 

“Lassumed it was a bit like a coil,” says Sansom, 
54, a PR manager from Cambridgeshire, “and if 
didn’t get on with it, I could have it taken out. Thad 
no idea it was permanent.” 

When Sansom awoke from her surgery, she was in 
pain, but expected it to settle down. “But the pain 
got worse,” she recalls. “It frightened me. Ihave good 
pain tolerance but I’d never experienced pain like it. 
Itwas like someone had punched down my legs. My 
groin burned. Icould barely take my dog for a walk.” 

Sansom started researching and learned that the 
procedure had been suspended in Scotland since 2014, 
after concerns over side-effects. “I felt so stupid,” 
she says, “that I'd gone for surgery and not Googled it 
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beforehand. I trusted my doctor.” She decided to raise 
awareness of the possible side-effects ofthe procedure 
and founded Sling the Mesh in June 2015. Within 
days she had 20 members; now there are 9,400. 
Everyone in the group has been devastated by 
mesh. “Seven out of 19 women have lost their sex 
lives,” says Sansom. “A quarterare suicidal. The 
devastation on the page is so awful.” She starts to 
cry, explaining the desperation she sees ona regular 


Kath Sansom, founder 

of Sling the Mesh; and, 
bottom, enjoying a spa 
day with her friend Kim 


basis. Sansom had her mesh removed in2016, but 
there’sa limit to what surgeons can do. “It’s like 
picking chewing gumout of matted hair,” she says. 
“You can never guarantee full removal, No one goes 
back to what they were. I’m living anew normal. But 
Ifeel lucky. [have it better than many other women.” 

The group isa safe space for women to find 
community. “Many have limited mobility because of 
the mesh,” Sansom says, “they can be isolated. Here 
they can get support from people who understand 
them, people who care. They don’thave to explain 
themselves, as everyone gets it. That's priceless.” 

‘Some struggle to get medical professionals to take 
their persistent pain seriously. “Their doctors 
gaslight them,” Sansom says. “By the time they 
come to the page they’re shadows of their former 
selves. But when they connect with others they 
realise they aren’t being weak; they just haven’t 
been given proper treatment.” 

“Kath is a lone parent and has worked tirelessly 
on this campaign for the past seven years,” says her 
friend Liz Lace. “She has made huge achievements. 
She has helped womenaccess the removal of the 
mesh and provided much-needed information.” 

Itcanbe exhausting: Sansom is up at 4am most 
days, trying to getin afew hours’ work on the 
campaign before starting her day job. “There are 
times when I think there’sno way I can carry on,” 
she says. “It’s tough campaigning when you're in 
pain and jugglinga full-time job. But then I look at 
the support on the page. There’s no way I can take 
the network away. There are messages all the time 
saying, ‘Thank God for this group. It’s the only thing 
keeping me going.’ That means every thing tome.” 

‘Sansom’s efforts have paid off. She helped lobby 
for Baroness Cumberlege's 2020 review of pelvic 
mesh procedures, which concluded that the mesh 
“has caused significant physical harm” and urged 
reform of the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency, to ensureiit gets better at 
responding to adverse health effects. The next year 
the government apologised to the women affected, 
and set up specialist services for them. Vaginal mesh 
implants were paused in the UK in 2018, and are now 
only used in exceptional circumstances. 

“There’s a nice sense of achievement in feeling 
you've helped people,” Sansom says, and she starts 
crying again. “Idon’talways cry!" she says. 

When asked about her Guardian angel treat, 
‘Sansom requests a day of well-deserved rest. She 
and her friend Kim enjoy a spa day courtesy of 
Whatley Manor hotel & spa in the Cotswolds. The 
two have been friends for decades and it was an 
opportunity for them to spend quality time together. 

“I's so difficult to stop and spend proper time 
with friends,” says Sansom. They turned up at the 
spa wearing the same striped top and had a good 
laugh about it. “T've been to lots of spa days,” 
Sansom says, “but this location was stunning. And 
the floatation tank! How do I describe a floatation 
tank? Incredible. Like floating on a cloud.” Post- 
slumber ona pillowy cloud, Sansom returns to her 
activism, recharged and refreshed. 

Want tonominate someone for Guardian angel? 
Email us - with their permission - and suggest a treat 
at guardian. angel@theguardian.com 


Portrait: Alicia Canter 


BOTTOM PICTURE: COURTESY OF KATH SANSOM 


Podcasts 


You might not realise it, but food can reveal a lot about 


Help yourself your story ...and your favourite celebs’ stories too. 


Join the Guardian's restaurant criticand Comfort 


4 Eating host Grace Dent with celebrity guests (including 
to t Ir S James May, Self Esteem and Big Zuu), as she throws the 
cupboard doors wide open on friendship, family - and 
the foods that have seen them through itall. 


Listenon: 
© /pie Podcasts GooglePodcasts | spotity | amazonmusic 
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‘ee Ral 
Wunmi Mosaku has gone fon 
charity shop rifler in Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy to Hollywood hotshot. As she 
Stars in the eagerly awaited new show 
from The Wire team, she talks to 
Ellen E Jones about sweet-talking 
racist cops ...and why David Simon 
turned her into a ‘bumbling fool’ 


‘Tm Black in 
America. My 
feeling about 
the police is... 
I’m scared’ 


or erpesple who know 
TV, who appreciate its 
potential and its reach, 
anew Baltimore- 

set cop show from 

the creators of The 
Wire - AKA “the greatest TV show 
of all time” - is a big deal. A Very 
Big Deal. Wunmi Mosaku - one of 
the new show’s stars - has one of 
those very excited people as her 
husband. “The Wire is his favourite 
show,” Mosaku tells me from 

their home in Los Angeles. “He’s 
watched it all the way through 

five times.” Indeed, having missed 
The Wire when it first broadcast 

in 2002, Mosaku was midway 
through season one when she was 
called in to audition for the latest 
HBO miniseries by David Simon. 
She immediately pressed pause. 

“T didn’t want to internalise the 
pressure and go into the meeting 
with too much reverence,” she says. 
“Don’t get me wrong, I give people 
their props, and they’ve obviously 
created the greatest TV show of 

all time, but I don’t want to bea 
bumbling fool because of that!” 

It was the right call, clearly. 
Mosaku was cast in the pivotal 
role of composed and tenacious 
civil rights attorney Nicole Steele 
in We Own This City, which starts 
on Sky Atlantic this week. The 
“city” in question is Baltimore, 
MD, and most of those involved 
in the production - from the head 
writers to the catering crew - are 
local either to that area, or to 
nearby Washington DC. Mosaku, 


1 Coe 


meanwhile, was raised some 3,500 
miles away, by Nigerian parents in 
the hippy-ish Manchester suburb 
of Chorlton-cum-Hardy, yet she 
never felt left out on set. “That 
whole crew from The Wire, they’re 
a family and they aren’t interested 
in cornering off. All they want is to 
expand the family, and expand the 
love of the city and its people.” 

Simon and his frequent 
collaborator George Pelecanos have 
made shows about other cities since 
The Wire ended in 2008, including 
Treme, set in post-Katrina New 
Orleans, and The Deuce in 1970s 
NYC, but We Own This City is the 
first return to Simon’s home town. 
Based ona non-fiction book by 
Baltimore Sun reporter Justin 
Fenton, it details a jaw-dropping 
- but entirely true - case of police 
corruption, which unfolded even as 
the Black Lives Matter movement 
and the 2015 killing of Freddie Grey 
placed increased scrutiny on the 
city’s law enforcement. 

Like a sequel-of-sorts to The 
Wire, We Own This City shows what 
14 more years of the failed “war on 
drugs”, plus a Trump presidency 
and an economic downtum, will 
do to policing culture, and - spoiler 
alert - it’s nothing good. Many of 
the characters portrayed in the 
show are real people, including 
swaggering corrupt cop Sgt Wayne 
Jenkins (played by The Punisher’s 
Jon Bernthal) and his fellow bully- 
with-a-badge Daniel Hersl (Josh 
Charles from The Good Wife). 
Mosaku’s character isn’t based on 


‘Ichannel my 
anger into the 
work I get’ 
Wunmi Mosaku 


any 01 one Sane but she does 
represent many in the Department 
of Justice’s Civil Rights Division, 
who set out to uncover the extent 
of wrongdoing at Baltimore PD. 
“Nicole, to me, is more like the 
audience,” says Mosaku. “She’s 
everyone sat watching this at home, 
hearing these extraordinary facts - I 
mean some of the show is verbatim 
- and wondering what is wrong 
with our society? And where is the 
accountability? I felt like Nicole 
while I was reading the scripts. I 
was like: ‘How did this happen?!’” 
Mosaku may not havea 
Baltimorean’s bone-deep 
understanding of how it all went 
wrong, but her impressive body 
of work has prepared her in other 
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respects. After graduating from 
Rada in 2007, she had a string 

of roles in hard-hitting British 

TV dramas, culminating in her 
first Bafta win in 2017 for playing 
the courageous mother of the 
murdered London schoolboy 
Damilola Taylor in BBC One’s 
Damilola, Our Loved Boy. That led 
to bigger roles at home and in the 
US, including working with former 
stars of The Wire, Idris Elba (on 
Guerrilla, about the Black Power 
movement in 1970s Britain, and the 
hit detective series Luther) and the 
late Michael K Williams (on HBO’s 
civil rights-era fantasy-horror 
Lovecraft Country). In 2020, there 
was further awards recognition 

for her phenomenal performance 
as traumatised but proud refugee, 
Rial, in Remi Weekes’s widely 
acclaimed social horror, His House. 

All these projects are connected 
by astrong thread of purpose, as 
Mosaku acknowledges: “I love a 
good drama, but I don’t want the 
truth of our stories to be missed 
from them. And I feel like they 
have been missed in a lot of TVI’ve 
watched and grown up on.” In the 
past, it seemed to Mosaku that real 
conversations about racial injustice 
were happening only on American 
TV. That’s changed now. “I was 
just watching the documentary 
Uprising [on the aftermath of 
the 1981 New Cross fire] by Steve 
McQueen and then I look at Small 
Axe and Michaela Coel’s I May 
Destroy You. I’m like, OK, the truth 
of being young, Black, British is 
being told! Where there’s truth, 
where there’s that momentum, 
that’s what I’m interested in.” 

So We Own This City feels like 
exactly the sort of work she’s 
supposed to be doing. “This show 
is urgent. Not just for American 
policing, but in the UK; Imean 
everything that’s happened in 
the last year with Child Q, AndI 
also think of End Sars in Nigeria’s 
protest against police abuse. It’s 
this question of who is policing 
us? Who gets to feel safe? And who 
doesn’t feel safe?” 

Amid all the urgency, Mosaku 
has also made room to have some 
fun with her role choices. She had 
a booty-popping cameo in Robin 
Thede’s Emmy award-winning 
A Black Lady Sketch Show, and 
Marvel fans will know her as the 
no-nonsense, timeline-hopping 
Hunter B-15 in the Disney+ series 
Loki. This raised profile also means 
her public appearances are now 


Law in action 
Mosaku as 

| Nicole Steele 
in We Own 
This City 


The Guardian 
4 June- 
10 June 2022 


full-on fashion “moments”. She 
was a vision in canary yellow 
on the Baftas red carpet and has 
stared out seductively from various 
magazine covers. This amuses 
Mosaku, who has been sewing 
her own clothes since she was a 
teenage frequenter of Chorlton’s 
charity shops. “Y’know, I’m really 
not fashionable!” she says. “I love 
colour. I love African fabric, but 
my clothes are so comfortable. My 
stylist Shameelah Hicks, she’s the 
visionary. Every time I see her ’'m 
like: ‘Thank youuu!’” 

Nicole’s Clair Huxtable-esque 
look on We Own This City is also 
a world away from Mosaku’s own 
style: “Like, a weave? It’s just so 
not me, and sooo her!” But Nicole, 
in her earth-toned skirt suits and 
low-key jewellery, embodies 
the decorous patience of the 
incrementalist social reformer. Her 
daily work of teasing answers out 
of recalcitrant cops and sitting in 
on interminable City Hall meetings 
involves lots of listening. “It was 
an exercise in remembering that 
listening is action,” says Mosaku of 
her performance. “You just have to 
be present with the person.” 

It’s a listening exercise for the 
audience, too, and what we hear 
is a story of city-wide institutional 
rot that is extreme, but not exactly 
surprising. “Y’know, I’m Black in 
America. I’m married to an African 
American, and so, my feeling 
towards policing has been... I’m 
scared,” says Mosaku. “Iam scared, 
because you just don’t know how 
quickly things can escalate. Like 
you can do everything right, but it 
could still end up very wrong. My 
husband and Ihave a little system 
for when we’re pulled over by the 
police. I make sure I say something 
in my most British accent [adopts 
voice]: ‘I’m sorry officer, what’s the 
problem?’” This allows some of the 
tension to dissipate. “Because, even 
with an aggressive cop, the next 
question is generally: ‘Oh, where 
are you from?’ All of asudden our 
humanity is in the picture.” 

When change is so necessary 
but is so slow coming, what do 
you do with your entirely justified 
anger? It’s a question that bubbles 
beneath Nicole’s ever-professional 
demeanour throughout We 
Own This City, and Mosaku has 
developed her own response: “I 
channel my anger into my auditions 
and the work I’m lucky enough to 
get, but I don’t know... ” she trails 
off thoughtfully. “I don’t know if it 
gets exorcised completely.” 

What’s left over, she must 
take to her next project or to her 
downtime. After our conversation, 
for instance, she plans to attend 
a Zoom yoga class, make chicken 
soup and perhaps return, pressure- 
free, to season one of The Wire. 
And yet, even if it were possible to 
leave Baltimore behind, the waste- 
conscious Chorlton hippy within 
wouldn’t hear of it. “I’ll always take 
my costume home with me,” says 
Mosaku firmly. “Because, first of all: 
it fits and looks good. Second: now 
Ihave a costume for when I next 
audition to play a lawyer. And it’s 
environmentally friendly as well!” 
Now what would her Hollywood 
stylist have to say about that? 
We Own This City starts at 9pm on 
Sky Atlantic on Monday 


Top Gear 


This show could reclaim its glory days - but 


it's gota big, McGuinness-shaped problem 


Joel Golby 


will admit it’s been a while 
since anyone thought 
about Top Gear with any 
degree of intent, but it 

is still going, out there, 
revving around. The last 
time you probably thought about 
it was when Matt LeBlanc was 
hosting; he is not hosting it any 
more. Or when someone drove a 
tank to the BBC to protest Jeremy 
Clarkson being fired from the 
show; that was seven years ago 
and the protest didn’t work. 

The current hosts, in case 
you were wondering, are Paddy 
McGuinness from Take Me Out, 
Freddie Flintoff from cricket and 
Chris Harris from “my mate Chris 
quite likes cars?”, and this is the 
third full year they have hosted 
together. They are getting there: 
Flintoff is such a blokey TV natural 
that it’s almost a shame he wasted 
all that time playing sports. Harris is 
acalm anchor who stops the others 
from getting too “second-wedding 
stag do”, and Paddy McGuinness 
is Paddy McGuinness. To borrow 
a football analogy, they are quite 
Arsenalesque in their club rebuild: 
you can see the green shoots ofa 
viable performance here, you can 
see the personnel just about starting 
to gel despite sporadic patches 
of form, but sadly it is all still 
overshadowed by that really good 
lineup they had in the early-to- 
middle aughts. Binning all this off 
and starting again would be foolish, 
but watching them get there slowly 
isn’t particularly fun, either. 

My problem with this setup is 
that I hate Paddy McGuinness. This 
is my issue and I am taking steps to 
resolve it, but fundamentally, he’s 
ato-the-bones ITV man locked ina 
BBC contract, and this experiment 


is never going to work because of 
it. To understand McGuinness as 
a presenter, you have to realise 
that the only show he was ever 
equipped to host was Take Me 
Out, where his naff, chuckling-at- 
his-own-puns, too-many-hand- 
gestures, “oh-ho-ho-yes!”, “cheeky 
bouncer the girls only flirt with 
so they don’t have to queue so 
long” shtick ever really worked. 
Take Me Out couldn’t have been 
hosted by anyone but Paddy 
McGuinness; Paddy McGuinness 
cannot host anything but Take 
Me Out. This is why Top Gear still 
isn’t quite there, even a fair few 
seasons in. Essentially, Paddy 
McGuinness belongs in front ofa 
podium encouraging a girl from 
Huddersfield to do the worm in 
a bandeau dress. Put him behind 
the wheel of a car, without any ad 
breaks to introduce while widely 
clapping his hands together, and he 
looks lost and a little distraught. 
This all suggests the new series of 
Top Gear is adoomed folly the BBC 
is only investing in because it holds 
the title rights, which isn’t quite 
true. The new episode (Sunday, 
8pm, BBC One) sees Paddy, Freddie 
and Chris embark on a road trip 
across Florida, taking in three facets 
of the state’s unique car culture, 
and I have to say it’s really quite 


Paddy McGuinness 
belongs in front 
ofapodium 
encouraging a girl 
todothe wormin 
abandeau dress 


good. We start in Miami with the 
donk racing scene, where the boys 
(they are always “boys”, not “lads” 
- this is informed by McGuinness, 
the show’s de facto banter leader; 
“Right then boys, whatwedoin?”) 
compete along quarter-mile drags 
in some of the most beautiful 
vehicles I’ve ever seen. 

Then they work across the 
everglades and compete in swamp 
racing, which again sees cars 
modified for their surroundings. 
Every country on Earth has its own 
car culture (we have two distinct 
ones: “caring too much about 
a vintage Jaguar” or “revving a 
lowered Subaru around an edge- 
of-town roundabout”) and this one 
is unique to Florida. Then further 
west toa Nascar ring set up bya 
YouTuber, where they race retired 
police cars sold at auction. It’s good, 
and feels new enough to be its own 
thing. By the end of the classic Top 
Gear run, the show was mostly just 
Richard Hammond dramatically 
saying “what is that” while looking 
at aslightly old car Jeremy Clarkson 
bought as a joke off eBay, while 
James May blinked too much and 
thought about toys. The new show 
knows to move away from men over 
AO trying really hard at banter, and 
instead talk to other people about 
car culture, and it’s far better for it. 

It’s still not there yet - the cold 
studio opening is still agonisingly 
stilted and they’re going to need 
to fix that (how? Sending Patrick 
Joseph McGuinness to an improv 
class? It’s the only way I can think 
of) before this show can get back 
in the Champions League. But for 
now, there’s progress being made. 
There’ll be at least 33 more series of 
Top Gear in our lifetimes. We may 
as well enjoy some of them. 


Pick of the week 


Tuesday, 10.40pm, 
BBC One 


Saturday 


Pickoftheday 


7.30pm, BBC One 

Buckle up for another extravaganza 
to celebrate the jubilee (and more 
to come below - it is inescapable). 
This two-and-a-half-hour live 
concert has performances by Queen 
and Adam Lambert, Duran Duran, 
Andrea Bocelli and - with her first 
live UK show in 15 years - Diana 
Ross. Kirsty Young and Roman 
Kemp will host the party, which 
also has guests including David 
Attenborough, Emma Raducanu, 
David Beckham, Stephen Fry and 
Julie Andrews. HR 


5pm, ITV 

It might feel a little uncomfortable 
seeing such glittering public 
celebrations being thrown right 
now, given current circumstances. 
But here’s another bash, this time 
presented by Jason Manford and 
Fleur East. Providing the live music 


Maggie (Emma Appleton) tells her best friend Birdy 
(Bel Powley) what she plans to wear on a first date: 
“Something quite understated ... he’s so cool and 
I'msonot and he needs to not know whatatry- 
hard Iam, Cut to her wrapped ina yellow faux-fur 
coat, pouting and singing to Nico while waving a 
cigarette around in her date’s flat. It’s one of oh-so- 
many relatable moments for millennial women 
who survived those first turbulent years in London. 
That's exactly what this seven-part adaptation of 
Dolly Alderton’s memoir is: areassuring, funny 

and frequently mortifying look back at the 
relationships that made us who weare - the most 
important being our friends. Hollie Richardson 


are Heather Small, Mark Owen, 
Kaiser Chiefs, Becky Hill and Ella 
Henderson. Hannah Verdier 


7pm, ITV 

This admirably absurd roadshow 
spun off from a Saturday Night 
Takeaway segment has turned 
out to be the perfect vehicle for 
Stephen Mulhern’s cheesy but 
quick-witted patter. To wrap up 


Alex Ferguson: Never Give In, Sat 


the current run, he and his sparkly 

gold jacket challenge passing Essex 
shoppers with silly tasks to trouser 
some fast money. Graeme Virtue 


7.30pm, Channel 4 

After surviving a brain 
haemorrhage in 2018, venerable 
football manager Alex Ferguson 
recorded his legacy in this two- 
hour film. Delving into the personal 
and professional, he recounts his 
working-class roots in Scotland 
through to his 26-year tenure at 
Manchester United. Contributors 
include Eric Cantona. HR 


gpm, Channel 5 

The Johnny Depp/Amber Heard 
defamation trial is finally over, 
drawing six tawdry weeks of 
memes (“My dog stepped ona 
bee!”), poor courtroom tactics 
and a depressing amount of 
online misogyny toa close. 
This documentary picks over the 
bones of a case that has globally 
brought out a lot of people’s 
worst instincts. Jack Seale 


10.30pm, BBC Two 

Kae Tempest leads the bill at 
Alexandra Palace Theatre tonight. 
Joining them are rockers Kasabian, 
rap artist Kojey Radical, jazz singer 
Judi Jackson and rapper Knucks. 
Kae and Kojey then join Jools to 
reminisce over performances 

from the Later archive. HR 


Sunday 


Pickofthe day 


9pm, BBC One 

Stephen Merchant’s comedy 
returns, picking up a few months 
after the motley crew of small-time 
criminals helped Ben (Gamba Cole) 
escape both the police and a violent 
gang. But they’re not out of the 
woods just yet, especially as they 
continue to battle their personal 
demons. With time still left to serve 
on their sentences, Lady Gabby 
(Eleanor Tomlinson) is back to her 
old habits, Rani (Rhianne Barreto) 
has been kicked out of her house 
and Frank (Christopher Walken) 

is making plans for when his tag is 
taken off. Then there’s supervisor 
Diane (Jessica Gunning), who joins 
the gang ona doomed night out. HR 


7.30pm, ITV 

The crowning moment: after a 
week of live semi-finals - and 
patriotically ceding its usual 
Saturday night slot to the jubilee - 
the 15th season of BTG reaches its 
climax. From the 10 finalists, only 
one act will receive £250,000 and 
a plum slot at the Royal Variety 
Performance. GV 


8pm, BBC One 

Yet another series of the blokey - 
albeit now slightly less provocative 
- petrol fest. Free from Covid 
regulations, the lads are striking 
out. Highlights include a Florida 
road trip in which Freddie Flintoff 
tries bobsleighing in a Sinclair C5 
(it works surprisingly well) and 
vigorous road tests for some of TV’s 
best-known cop cars. Phil Harrison 


8pm, BBC Four 

Callum Scott Howells (best known 
as It’s a Sin’s Colin) wraps up in 

a woolly scarf to give a beautiful 
alfresco reading of Bruce Chatwin’s 
1982 novel On the Black Hill-a 
story about identical twin brothers 
who grow up ona farm in rural 
Wales and never leave home. HR 


gpm, Channel 4 
Five teams are left on the run, 
including hitchhikers Abi and 


Grace, plus police officer Sarah 
Kibble, who amuses herself by 
trying to lure the hunters to 

a dinosaur park. It’s deaf duo 
Nathan and James who you’re 
really rooting for, though, as they 
are forced to get public transport 
following repeatedly ignored 
requests for lifts. Alexi Duggins 


10pm, BBC Three 

Frances (Alison Oliver) and 
Melissa (Jemima Kirke) have 
along-overdue awkward chat 
about The Affair over a cup of 
tea. Later, Frances gets her first 
short story published - but how 
will Bobbi (Sasha Lane) react to 
discovering it’s about her? Watch 
out for the juicy twist in Tuesday’s 
concluding episode. HR 


Monday 


Pick ofthe day 


gpm, ITV2 

Ikenna. Indiyah. Tasha. Davide. 
Love it or loathe it, the divisive 
dating show is back - and these are 
some of the names you're going to 
be seeing all over Twitter for the 
next couple of months. Expect the 
usual cocktail of meme-making 
drama: strategic couplings, jealous 
tensions, deep-and-meaningfuls, 
turning heads and lots of mugging 
people off. Laura Whitmore returns 
to introduce us to the new cohort 
of soon-to-be influencers who are, 
apparently, looking for love. HR 


5.30pm, Channel 4 

Jenny Eclair’s teatime teaser 
continues. This week, an interior 
design student from Perth anda 
retired Yorkshire police officer are 
a couple of the five amateur artists 
hoping to win £1,000 by painting a 
different life model every day. HR 


8pm, Channel 4 

It’s chocolate week - and the 
bakers will need to channel their 
inner Willy Wonkas to produce 48 
chocolate bars from scratch. Teams 
also need to make 24 chocolatey 
treats celebrating the honeybee, 
and 24 cylindrical desserts. HR 


9pm, BBC One 

This series of the moody forensics 
drama is putting its characters 
through the mill: hot on the heels of 
the tragic revelations round Emilia 
Fox’s Nikki, it’s the turn of Jack 
(David Caves) to learn a shattering 
family secret. Allin all, they’re 
struggling to get much forensic 
pathology done - tonight, there’s 

a burned body to examine. PH 


9pm, ITV 

This affecting series helmed by 
Davina McCall continues to dig 
up remarkable stories of family 
estrangement and reunion. 
Tonight, the heart-rending case 
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We Own This City, Mon 


of Rosemary Rawlins, 77, who has 
long believed she was switched 
with another child during a second 
world war air raid. PH 


wie 


The Time Traveler's Wife 

gpm, Sky Atlantic 

Four episodes into Steven Moffat’s 
adaptation and, yet again, the 
whole messing about with wibbly- 
wobbly timey-wimey stuff is 
proving problematic - especially 
when Clare (Rose Leslie) invites 
Henry (Theo James) to a dinner 
party, which is crashed by another 
Henry altogether. Ali Catterall 


Tuesday 


Pick ofthe day 

We Own This City 

gpm, Sky Atlantic 

“If we lose the fight, we lose the 
streets - let that sink in,’ Sgt Wayne 
Jenkins tells his newbies at the 
start of this gritty and gobsmacking 
new drama, which chronicles 

the rise and fall of the Baltimore 
Police Department’s Gun Trace 
Task Force - and the corruption 
surrounding it. Developed by 
David Simon and George Pelecanos, 
this is one fans of The Wire won’t 
want to miss. HR 


Hungry for It 

8pm, BBC Three 

“We don’t wanna see no beige 
buffet,” Bafta-winning mentor Big 
Zuu tells 10 culinary hopefuls as 
he sets them their first task - party 
food - in this new competition. 
Along with personal chef to the 
stars Kayla Greer, they’re looking 
for “elevated food” that “stops 
the scroll” on Instagram feeds. 
The prize: a trip around the world 
working in top restaurants. HR 


Lucy Worsley Investigates: 
Princes inthe Tower 

9pm, BBC Two 

It has become the biggest mystery 
of the late middle ages; was 
Richard III really responsible for 
doing away with his nephews? 
Worsley is on the case, uncovering 
possible alibis and promising leads, 
amid the “cut-throat, kill-or-be- 
killed, Game of Thrones political 
culture of the 15th century”. AC 


State ofthe Union 

10pm, BBC Two 

In this tranche of 10-minute 
episodes, the “wokeflake” banter 
between Scott (Brendan Gleeson) 
and Ellen (Patricia Clarkson) finally 
dries up (did Scott himself write this 
script? No, it was Nick Hornby!), 
meaning the sixtysomething 
couple in crisis can start to get real. 
What’s a good enough reason to 
stay? Can sensational sex solve 
anything? Ellen E Jones 
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The Bridge: Race to a Fortune 
10pm, Channel 4 

The bizarre bridge-building 

reality show is back and it’s been 
supersized, swapping British lakes 
and James McAvoy voiceovers for 
Vietnam’s beaches and AJ Odudu’s 
Lancashire burr. Led by ex-Royal 
Marine commando Aldo Kane, 16 
strangers split into rival teams have 
12 days to capture a £200k prize 

- they just have to build a1,000ft 
bridge across the South China Sea 
to claim it. Danielle De Wolfe 


Wednesday 


Pick of the day 

Goodbye Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
8pm, E4 

The perma-joyful sitcom reaches its 
end tonight, with the final episodes 
of its eighth season reaching UK 
screens at last. But first, there’s 

this hour-long homage dissecting 
its brilliance. Interviewees include 
not only the stars behind the 
impressively rounded characters 
(Andy Samberg, Stephanie 

Beatriz and Terry Crews to name 
afew), but also superfans such as 
Nish Kumar and Catherine Bohart. 
As Jake Peralta would say: “noice”. 
Alexi Duggins 


Between the Covers 

7.30pm, BBC Two 

Emeli Sandé, Pierre Novellie, Kate 
Bottley and Adrian Scarborough 
join book club ringmaster Sara Cox 
to doa deep dive on this week’s 
picks: Metronome by Tom Watson 
and The Secret River by Australian 
author Kate Grenville. HR 


George Clarke's Flipping Fast 
8pm, Channel 4 

This queasy frolic around Britain’s 
ludicrously unmanageable 
property market continues as 
Clarke and his sidekicks Scarlette 
and Stuart Douglas concentrate 
their efforts on the last two 

teams to buy properties. Zoe is 
regretting starting a project on the 
other side of the country while 
Amit and Aman are struggling to 
combine day jobs with property 
development. PH 


Glow Up: Britain's Next 
Make-Up Star 

8pm, BBC Three 

Rolling Stone magazine comes 


il 


£ 
My Name Is Leon, Fri 


looking to book an MUA for a 90s 
rave fashion editorial - and the 
six remaining contestants need 
to deliver their boldest looks yet. 
Then, they must produce a 3D 
statue that shows the world how 
they want to be remembered. 
Who will make an unforgettable 
“modern masterpiece”? HR 


The Great British Sewing Bee 
9pm, BBC One 

“Twit twoo!” Sara Pascoe quickly 
gets into the spirit of lingerie and 
sleepwear week, tasking the sewers 
with making a lace underwire bra 
and knickers set. They then need to 
construct thermal sleep sets out of 
old garments and a pair of made-to- 
measure luxury men’s PJs. HR 


Howto Catcha Cat Killer 

9pm, ITV 

“Any one of us could have been a 
cat killer” So says one of the many 
extremely paranoid Brighton 

cat owners who joined forces 

to help police find the man who 
killed nine cats and seriously hurt 
seven others. Here, they recall 
the investigation and what led to 
Steve Bouquet’s arrest. HR 


Thursday 


Pickoftheday 

The Staircase 

gpm, Sky Atlantic 

Amid many controversies (claims 
that it irresponsibly blurs the 
truth; killer owl storylines) the 
magnetic performances in this 
drama shouldn’t be overlooked: 
Colin Firth’s hypnotic turn as 
Michael Peterson and also his 
divided family, with Odessa Young 
astandout. In tonight’s finale, we 
learn their fates after Peterson’s 
appeal and later hearing. The bigger 
question left to answer - the one 
that’s haunted the entire series - is 
whether any family can endure 
such scrutiny. Henry Wong 


Sarah Beeny’s Little House, 

Big Plans 

8pm, Channel 4 

A Grand Designs for the everyman, 
property expert Sarah Beeny joins 
architect Damion Burrows to feed 
the unrelenting appetite for home 
renovation content. Hopping 
between Wiltshire and Bristol, 
tonight sees a family invested 


in an inherited property, while a 
young couple’s pint-sized dream 
becomes reality. DDW 


Bradford on Duty 

9pm, BBC Two 

“The northern powerhouse - this 
was once London outside of 
London... what happened?” asks 

a police officer in this docuseries 
which follows those working on the 
frontline of the recently announced 
UK city of culture 2025, hoping to 
restore its diverse glory. HR 


The Midwich Cuckoos 

gpm, Sky Max 

The satisfyingly silly sci-fi 
continues, kicking off at a town 
hall meeting weeks after the 
blackout. Understandably, 
everybody is freaking out over the 
mass pregnancies - especially the 
woman who admits to a years-long 
sex drought. They agree not to 
talk about what has happened to 
anyone outside of Midwich. HR 


Big Boys 

10pm, Channel 4 

“The Harvester in Watford seemed 
like a safe space to come out...” 
As this wonderful comedy-drama 
concludes (we want more!), will 
Jack finally tell his mum that he 
is gay over the all-you-can-eat 
salad bar? Meanwhile, Danny is at 
breaking point when he visits his 
grandma ina nursing home. HR 


The Flight Attendant 

10pm, Sky Max 

She’s back! A cameo reappearance 
from Michelle Gomez as the 
knife-wielding Miranda ignites 
a pacy episode of the eccentric 
thriller. Cassie (Kaley Cuoco) 
has gone to Iceland by mistake 
and is immediately beset by 
North Korean assassins; back 
home, her friends frantically try 
to remember YouTube tips on 
escaping a hostage situation. JS 


Friday 


Pick ofthe day 

My Name Is Leon 

9pm, BBC Two 

Leon is a nine-year-old, mixed- 
race boy growing up in 80s 
Birmingham who likes watching 
TV, playing with his Action Man 
and munching on Curly Wurly 


bars. He also desperately wants 

to be reunited with his mum and 
baby brother - whom he hasn’t seen 
since being taken into care. This 
moving 90-minute drama based on 
Kit de Waal’s novel tells his story, 
with newcomer Cole Martin giving 
a beautiful performance alongside 
Lenny Henry and Malachi Kirby. HR 


Devon and Cornwall 

8pm, Channel 4 

Who’s for a cucamelon? Unusual 
fruit and veg grown near Looe are 
on the menu in an episode with 

a strong appetite for fine West 
Country produce. There’s also alook 
at the perilous process of diving for 
Brixham scallops. Plus, some dry 
stone walling and problems ona 
pony farm. JS 


This Is MY House 

8.30pm, BBC One 

Last year’s most unexpectedly 
brilliant reality series is back with 
celebrities making up ludicrous 
backstories to convince a panel 
that they own the home they’re 
noseying around. First up: Judi 
Love, Richard Madeley, Harry Hill 
and Harriet Kemsley claim to live 
inathree-bed semi in Conwy. AD 


Who Wants to Bea Millionaire? 
for Soccer Aid 

9pm, ITV 

Did Dickens write A Christmas Carol 
or A Christmas Linda? Eddie Izzard 
very much enjoys the first question 
in their quest to win £1m for Unicef. 
Then the baton is handed to Omid 
Djalili. HR 


Pelosi's Power 

9.10pm, PBS America 

Nancy Pelosi is a polarising figure 
in US politics, in part because she’s 
a powerful woman: the first and 
only woman to serve as speaker of 
the US House of Representatives. 
Here, journalist Michael Kirk looks 
at how an Italian-American girl from 
Baltimore has amassed influence, 
and how she now wields it. EEJ 


Avoidance 

9.30pm, BBC One 

Can a beta male find some 
backbone? That’s the question 
Romesh Ranganathan explores in 
his comedy about a conflict-shy 
dad who struggles to accept that 
his partner has dumped him. He’s 
so scared of telling their son that he 
ends up, err, kidnapping him. HR 


WHAT'S ON Streaming 


Peacock/Now, from Monday 

“We are four uncompromised vessels 
for genius,’ says Wickie (Renée Elise 
Goldsberry). As Meredith Scardino’s 
comedy returns, the titular comeback- 
queen girl band are in album mode. 
Their second lease of life continues 

to bear fruit but middle age threatens 
to spoil the party. When Gloria (Paula 
Pell) injures herself attempting a 

knee drop, she launches an extensive 
raid on the medicine cabinet. Cue an 
unusually fiery podcast appearance in 
which she turns into Liam Gallagher 
(“We're the best band in the world and 
whoever says otherwise is jealous and 


Pick of the week 


Disney-, from 
Wednesday 


In this charming newseries, Kamala Khan (the 
excellent Iman Vellani) is a Marvel stan in love with 
Captain Marvel and the Avengers. What would be 
her dream? Acquiring superpowers of her own. 

But be careful what you wish for... Kamala finds 

her grandmother's old bangles, which enable her 

to manipulate cosmic energy. Her problems are 
just beginning: she has to negotiate high school as 

a Muslim American and, of course, use her powers 
wisely. It’s as mucha show about the pleasures 

and pitfalls of fantasy and fandom asit is about 
superheroes - and, as such, anyone who has ever 
sought refuge from reality in anything from a football 
team toa favourite pop star willrelate. Phil Harrison 


Amazon Prime Video, 

from Thursday 

Equal parts standup showcase 

and insight into the fevered egos 

of the people behind it, Katherine 
Ryan’s new show lurches between 
the glamour of the full house 

and the claustrophobia of the 
cramped dressing room. Or at least, 
this dressing room is cramped, 
containing at various points Sara 
Pascoe, Judi Love, Jimmy Carr, 

Jo Brand, Nish Kumar and basically 
everyone in modern British comedy 
who isn’t Stewart Lee. Ryan 
proceeds to gently interrogates 
them all in her customarily friendly 
but snarky style. PH 


Apple TV+, from Friday 

Nature is shorn of any semblance 
of grit and presented as a twee 
Instagram tableau in this new 
kids’ series. From the makers of 
Topsy & Tim and Teletubbies, 
Lovely Little Farm is precisely 
that - a sepia-tinged homestead in 
which a family lives, surrounded 
by anthropomorphic CGI animals. 
Jill and Jacky are the children at 
the heart of the action, looking 
after lambs and chickens as 

Mum and Dad prepare for anew 
human arrival. It’s so cutesy it 
becomes almost sinister. Let the 
nightmares about talking goats 
commence ... PH 


Netflix, from Friday 

At any given time there’s always 

a window for at least one 

steamy, vampire-themed TV 
melodrama. This one trades in 
multiple archetypes: a forbidden 
relationship that is biracial and 
same-sex, but also betweena 
teenage vampire Juliette (Sarah 
Catherine Hook) and the daughter 
of a vampire hunter Calliope (Imani 
Lewis). Juliette - whose parents are 
steering her towards her first kill, 
much as we might coax children 
towards GCSEs - has fallen for the 
girl they’d earmarked as a likely 
victim. Basically, Romeo and 

Juliet with added fangs. PH 


senile”). It overflows with zippy one- 
liners and comic chemistry. PH 


Amazon Prime Video, 
from Friday 
Season one of this brash, warm 
comedy - in which jaded Vegas 
comic Deborah Vance is forced to 
work with young writer Ava Daniels 
- was a sleeper hit thanks to the 
witty writing and obvious chemistry 
between leads Jean Smart and 
Hannah Einbinder. This time, god 
help them, they have to go on the 
road. Hilarious culture clashes 
ensue, over everything from the 
meaning of comedy to the correct 
storage of kombucha. And, at the 
heart of it all, one of the funniest 
and most convincing odd-couple 
friendships in recent TV history. PH 
~ 


< XGA 


Apple TV+, from Friday 

“Some say private citizens have 
no business in space exploration. 
Iemphatically disagree.” Two 
decades on from the moon 


landings, this counterfactual space- 


race drama has reached the era of 
entrepreneurialism. As series three 
begins, Edi Gathegi joins the cast as 
Dev Ayesa - a sort of prototype Elon 
Musk with his sights set very high 
indeed. And so, a three-way race 

to Mars begins. Ronald D Moore’s 
(Battlestar Galactica, Helix) show 
was among Apple’s first slate of 
dramas - even if it’s been slightly 
eclipsed by their output since then, 
it’s still solid enough fare. PH 
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Catchup TV 


Birgitte and co are back, 


and the Sex Pistols misfire 


Borgen: Power & Glory 
Netflix 
KKK 


In this Netflix premiere of the 
Danish political drama - returning 
fora fourth series after nearly a 
decade away - oil has been found 
on Greenland. A government 
bean-counter calculates that if 

its oil field yields 100m barrels 
over a 30-year period, that would 
produce a $285bn income stream. 
But hold on, Denmark can’t be 
party to drilling for oil, counters 
our heroine, foreign minister 
Birgitte Nyborg: Copenhagen, she 
points out, signed the Paris climate 
agreement. If, like me, you yearn 
for democratic politics to be done 
with machiavellian sophistication, 
attention to principle and policy 
detail (in other words, in a manner 
inimical to current Westminster 
practice), how lovely to have 
Borgen back. Like a 2022 West 
Wing, it is a fictional antidote to 
unbearable reality. Stuart Jeffries 


Two Daughters 
BBC Two/iPlayer 
tok tk 


Araw and devastating film about 
grief, and an astonishing testament 
to resilience. Stacey Dooley has 
spent close to a year with the 
family of Bibaa Henry and Nicole 
Smallman, who were murdered 

in anorth London park in June 
2020. Dooley follows them through 
two trials - the murder trial, and 
the trial of the two police officers 
convicted of misconduct in public 
office for sharing photographs 
they took of the dead women’s 
bodies. Two Daughters is not 

an easy programme to watch. It 
shouldn’t be. But as Mina, Bibaa 
and Nicole’s mother, says, it is 
important for people to see all 
aspects of this story: “This is what 
a mother’s grief looks like.” A clear- 
eyed portrait of loss that tells the 
world who Bibaa Henry and Nicole 
Smallman were. Rebecca Nicholson 


The Midwich Cuckoos 
Sky Atlantic/Now 
Kk 


The latest adaptation of John 
Wyndham?’s perennially popular 
1957 sci-fi novel, this is traditional 
fare rather than any dizzying 
innovation. David Farr’s seven- 
parter does not deviate from the 
original premise. One ordinary day 
in Midwich, there is a crackle of 
electrical disturbance and citizens 
are suddenly rendered unconscious. 
Life gets less ordinary still when 
every woman of childbearing age 
wakes up 12 hours later and realises 
she is pregnant. When the babies are 
born, they grow faster than normal 
and soon start to exhibit terrifying 
tele-cum-psychopathic behaviours. 
To make such a pedestrian version 
of Wyndham’s book, instead of 
using its premise as a springboard 
for deep dives into female 
autonomy or experience, or any of 
the other avenues it opens up, feels 
like a hugely wasted opportunity. 
Lucy Mangan 


Pistol 
Disney+ 
Kk 


The Sex Pistols lasted for three 
years, and it’s fair to say that alot 
happened to them in that brief, 
blinding flash of late-70s chaos. 
Strange, then, that Danny Boyle’s 
six-part dramatisation of the band’s 
story - largely told through the 
eyes of guitarist Steve Jones - ends 
up feeling too fast and too loose. It 
even starts to feel like Pistols: The 
Panto when Johnny Rotten (Anson 
Boon) talks in scraps of what will 
become lines from their songs. 
Pistol fell flat for me, but there are 
two things that might make it worth 
a punt. The live performances 

give a desperately needed shot 

of energy, while Maisie Williams 

as Jordan gets the best scene in 
the series - strutting around in 
clear PVC to the horror of stuffy 
commuters and passers-by. RN 


Audio 


Podcasts 


Pick of the week 
I Was Never There 


Widely available, episodes weekly from Thu 
Marsha Ferber (pictured above) made an impression 
on most people she met - and many have an opinion 
on what happened when she disappeared in 1988. 

In this eight-parter, mother-and-daughter team 
Karen and Jamie Zelermyer, who lived with Marsha 
inacommune, explore her evolution “from suburban 
housewife to back-to-the-land hippy to drug-dealing 
bar owner”, and dive into their unconventional past 
in the search for answers. Hollie Richardson 


Gay Pride & Prejudice 

Spotify, episodes weekly 

This slickly produced, gleefully 
campy remake of Jane Austen’s 
novel (pictured right) centres on 
Bennett, a single gay man whose 
friends are all coupling up. Jesse 
Tyler Ferguson and Rosie O’Donnell 
inject plenty of fun into the scenes, 
anda lack of slavish devotion to the 
original includes Adderall-fuelled 
attempts to meet lovers in twink- 
filled nightclubs. Alexi Duggins 


Origin Story 

Widely available, episodes weekly 
What does it mean to be woke? Ora 
centrist? This intensely researched, 
discursive podcast from Dorian 
Lynskey and political columnist 

Ian Dunt takes a deep dive into the 
origins of ideas to try to restore 
something that’s too often missing 
from their usage: context. AD 


The Village: The Montreal 
Murders 

Widely available, episodes weekly 
from Tuesday 

When aserial killer struck 
Montreal’s gay community in 

the 1990s, the police were slow 


to investigate, so activists took 
matters into their own hands. 

This podcast focuses on the events, 
with brilliant eyewitness accounts 
shining a light on homophobia and 
the advent of Aids, but also giving a 
sense of what a beautiful, fun time 
it was. Hannah Verdier 


The System 

BBC Sounds, episodes weekly 
from Friday 

This mysterious podcast drama’s 
second season opens witha 
vision of 2052 and “it’s a bit like 
Middle-earth without the orcs or 
all the boring bits”. But in reality, 
siblings Maya (Siena Kelly) and Jake 
(Alex Austin) have been framed 
for murder and are on the run. 
There are plenty of cliffhangers - 
if you can resist a binge . HV 


Radio 


Backstage at the Platinum Party 
at the Palace 

Sat, 6pm, Radio2 

If the only sort of Queen you’re 
interested in has Adam Lambert on 
vocals, this warm-up for the BBC’s 
palace bash will satisfy your every 
pop need. Zoe Ball is on behind- 
the-scenes duties, talking to the 
stars before they take to the stage. 
While security tries to keep Brian 
May off the roof, stalwarts such as 
Nile Rodgers and Duran Duran will 
get ready for their slots alongside 
young blood such as Mimi Webb 
and Jax Jones, plus Lin-Manuel 
Miranda leading a posse from 
London’s musicals. Hannah Verdier 


Jen Brister: Waves 

Sun, 7.15pm, Radio 4 

Why are people so evangelical 
about dunking themselves in 

icy waters? Does wild swimming 
actually make you more mindful? 
Comedian Jen Brister (pictured 
above) takes us from stage to full 
immersion off the Brighton coast, 
as she finds refuge from hectic 
family life amid the pandemic. 
Another entry in the wild 
swimming industrial complex may 
not be top of many people’s lists, 
but Brister’s acerbic, thoughtful 
take is welcome. Henry Wong 


Playing the Queen 

Sun, 9pm, Radio2 

This entertaining documentary 
hears Edith Bowman speak with 
performers and experts who 
have studied the Queen’s every 
mannerism, such as Jan Ravens, 
who reports on how the piercing 
pre-Coronation teenaget’s voice 
has gradually succumbed to 

a deeper, purse-lipped growl. 
Famous screen interpretations 
from Helen Mirren and Olivia 
Colman are also analysed - plus, 
meet Jeannette Charles, who 
turned looking like Elizabeth 
into a life’s work. Jack Seale 


Pica 

Tue, 2.15pm, Radio 4 

An eerie drama from promising 
talent Emilie Robson, who was 
specially commended at last 
year’s BBC Alfred Bradley Bursary 
awards. Set in her South Shields 
home town, it follows Liv who is 
searching for her daughter Kae 
after she mysteriously vanishes. 
Part of the story is told through 
the whispered rumours of locals - 
creating a claustrophobic echo of 
gossip. We also hear Liv’s anguish 
as she revisits the past and slowly 
reveals the skeletons in her closet. 
Hollie Richardson 


WHAT’SON Fil 


Embrace of the Serpent 


Tuesday, 1.35am, Film4 

The search for a mythical plant in 
the Amazon rainforest is the hook 
on which Ciro Guerra hangs his 
beautiful but sombre meditation 
on the tragic effects of colonialism. 
The canoe trip of a1909 German 
explorer, Theo, and his Indigenous 
shaman guide Karamakate is traced 
30 years later by an American 
botanist, Evan, who also meets 
Karamakate, now struggling with 
lost tribal memories. Their journeys 
take them past rubber plantations 
and Catholic missions, symbols of 
western greed and insolence. SW 


Pick of the week 
Toy Story 2 
Saturday, 3.15pm, 
BBC One 


Pixar's 1999 sequel to their hit animation surpasses 
the original for emotional breadth and dramatic 
invention. With a bittersweet feel that would 
quickly become the company’s trademark, John 
Lasseter's comedy plunges Woody (Tom Hanks) 
into an existential crisis. After he is kidnapped by 
evil shop owner Al (Wayne Knight), he has to decide 
whether he belongs asa collectible - preserved 

for ever in a display cabinet with his newly found 
cowboy brethren - or back home with his owner 
Andy, knowing he will ultimately be discarded. 

It’s not all angst, though, as Buzz (Tim Allen) and 
the other toys set out on ahighly entertaining 
mission to rescue their friend. Simon Wardell 


Radioactive 


Saturday, 1.10am, Channel 4 

Not a film to watch just after a big 
meal. Julia Ducournau - who with 
this and Titane is fast becoming the 
heir to David Cronenberg’s body 
horror realm - serves up a meaty 
drama about family and desire. 
Garance Marillier plays Justine (the 
name’s nod to De Sade presumably 
intentional), a student who joins 
her elder sister Alexia (Ella Rumpf) 
at veterinary school. As the freshers 
face a week of initiation rituals, 

the vegetarian Justine fights anew 
craving for flesh - of a particular 
kind. It’s a splendid nightmare, 
with baroque flourishes and the 
remorselessness of tragedy. SW 


Sunday, 9.30pm, BBC Two 
Marjane Satrapi’s eye-catching 
biopic of Marie Curie is as much 

a history of what her discoveries 
in radioactivity led to as the tale 
of a Polish immigrant in Paris 
fighting prejudice to complete her 
groundbreaking work. Rosamund 
Pike brings a fierce intelligence 

to her portrayal of the double 
Nobel prize-winning scientist, 
showing us both the headstrong 
and hamstrung aspects of her 
character - but it’s the scenes of 
atom bomb testing, radiotherapy 
and the Chernoby] disaster that 
give a wider context to what 

she lived, and died, for. SW 


Kubo and the Two 
Strings 

Sunday, 12.45pm, Film4 

In this delightful animated 

fantasy, a one-eyed boy, Kubo (Art 
Parkinson) - who has the ability 

to bring paper magically to life - 
goes in search of his dead father’s 
armour in order to defeat his evil 
grandfather, the Moon King. He 

is aided in his quest by amonkey 
charm (Charlize Theron) anda 
samurai turned beetle (Matthew 
McConaughey). Travis Knight’s 
film is as delicate as the origami his 
hero creates, with a visual palette 
inspired by Japanese puppetry and 
art, but throws in some kid-friendly 
comedy as the genial, bickering trio 
face perils on land and sea. SW 


White God 


Wednesday, 1.55am, Channel 4 
There’s more than a hint of Oliver 
Twist in Hungarian director Kornél 
Mundrucz60’s cautionary fable, 
which boasts some quality canine 
acting. When Hagen, a cross-breed 
owned by teenager Lili (Zs6fia 
Psotta), is thrown out by her dad, he 
falls foul of animal pound workers 
and aman in the dog-fighting 
business. As the mood darkens, the 
antagonistic relationship between 
father and child softens, but the 
film is really all about what becomes 
of Hagen - his features moving from 
quizzical to fearful to angry as his 
treatment by humans brings him, 
and the city’s other maltreated 
canines, to the brink. SW 


The Silence of the 
Lambs 


Friday, 10.45pm, ITV 

Novice FBI agent Clarice (Jodie 
Foster) enlists the help of jailed 
cannibal psychiatrist Hannibal 
Lecter (Anthony Hopkins) to catch 
Buffalo Bill, a serial killer who skins 
his young female victims. But what 
will her dance with the devil cost 
her? Jonathan Demme’s 1991 thriller 
is a terrific procedural about using a 
criminal to catch a criminal, but it’s 
also a drama obsessed with looking. 
Clarice is continually being stared at 
by men who belittle or patronise or 
manipulate her - Lecter’s chilling, 
unblinking gaze is just the most 
obvious - with her success coming 
despite this disturbing scrutiny. SW 


Sat, 8.30am, Channel 4 
The ninth round from Indonesia. 


Sat, 10.15am, Sky Sports 

Main Event 

Day three of the first Test at Lord’s 
with Ben Stokes (pictured above) 
captaining England. The second 
Test in the three-match series starts 
on Friday at 10am at Trent Bridge. 


Sat, 12.40pm, ITV 
Four support races and the 4.30pm 
Cazoo Derby from Epsom. 


Sat, 1.30pm, Channel 4 
Amatch from the 14th round of the 
season at the Mend-a-Hose Jungle. 


Sat, 4.15pm, Channel 4 
Group A3 match at Puskas Arena 
in Budapest. 


Sun, 4pm, ITV 
Path A play-off final, which takes 
place at Cardiff City Stadium. 


Tue, 7pm, Channel 4 
The Group A3 fixture at Allianz 
Arena in Munich. 


Wed, 6.15pm, Sky Sports 
Main Event 
The Roses clash comes to Leeds. 
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BBC Four 
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10 June 2022 
Platinum Party at 
the Palace, BBC One 
BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 10.0 Saturday 6.45 The Dengineers (T) (R) 6.0 CITV8.25 News (T) 8.30 6.0 Cheers (T) (R) 6.30 Cheers 
Kitchen Live (T) 11.30 The 7:15 Blue Peter (T) (R) 7.45 Garraway's Good Stuff (T) (T) (R) 7.0 Everybody 
Jubilee Pudding: 70 Years Britain's Best Young Artist 9.25 James Martin's Saturday Loves Raymond (T) (R) 7.25 
in the Baking (T) (R) 12.30 A (T) (R) 8.45 Deadly Predators Morning (T) 11.35 Ainsley's Everybody Loves Raymond 
Right Royal Celebration (T) (T) (R) 9.15 Cities: Nature's Good Mood Food (T) 12.30 (T) (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
1.0 News (T) 1.10 Weather New Wild (T) (R) 10.15 The News and Weather (T) 12.39 Raymond (T) (R) 8.30 Live 
(T) 1.15 The Day | Met the Great British Sewing Bee Local News and Weather (T) Formula E Jakarta EPrix (T) 
Queen (T) (R) 2.15 Planet (T) (R) 11.15 The Science of 12.40 Racing Live: The Derby 10.30 The Secret Life of the 
Earth: A Celebration (T) (R) Doctor Who (T) (R) 12.15 - Platinum Jubilee Special (T) Zoo (T) 11.0 Four ina Bed 
3.15 GMM Toy Story 2 (Ash DIY SOS: The Big Build (T) 5.0 The National Lottery's (T) (R) 1.30 Live Betfred 
Brannon, John Lasseter, (R) 1.20 [GIMEvil Under the Big Jubilee Street Party (T) Super League Rugby (T) 4.0 
1999) (T) 4.40 Elizabeth: Sun (1982) (T) 3.15 Agatha 7.0 In for a Penny (T) 7.30 News (T) 4.15 Live England 
The Unseen Queen (T) (R) Christie: Talking Pictures (T) News and Weather (T) 7.50 International Football 
6.0 The Coronation (T) (R) (R) 3.45 [Gy Death on the Local News (T) (T) Hungary v England 
7.0 News (T) 7.15 Regional Nile (1978) (T) 6.0 Weasels: (kick-off 5pm). 
News and Weather (T) 7.25 Feisty and Fearless (T) (R) 7.0 
Weather (T) Cricket: Today at the Test (T) 
7.30 Platinum Party at the 8.0 Mr Holmes (Bill 8.0 [GJurassic World: Fallen 7.30 Sir Alex Ferguson: Never 
Palace (T) The third day Condon, 2015) (T) An elderly Kingdom (JA Bayona, Give In (T) Documentary 
of the Platinum Jubilee Sherlock Holmes seeks the 2018) (T) Three years following the life and career 
celebrations continue with help of his housekeeper's after the destruction of of the Manchester United 
an evening of entertainment son in recalling the one Jurassic World, while trying football manager. 
from Buckingham Palace in case he failed to solve. to protect genetically 9.45 England International 
London, including Queen + Period mystery, starring lan engineered dinosaurs, Owen Football (T) Highlights of 
Adam Lambert, George Ezra, McKellen and Laura Linney. Grady and Claire Dearing Hungary v England, the 
Elton John, Rod Stewart, Nile | 9.45 QIXL(T) (R) With Loyiso uncover a conspiracy. Action opening fixture in Group A3 
Rodgers and Diana Ross. Gola, Jason Manford, Sarah sequel, starring Chris Pratt of the Uefa Nations League 
Millican and Alan Davies. and Bryce Dallas Howard. at Puskas Aréna in Budapest. 
10.30 News (T) Weather 10.30 Later - With Jools Holland 10.30 News (T) Weather 10.45 GI Mr & Mrs Smith (Doug 
10.50 Gy Darkest Hour (Joe (T) With Kae Tempest, 10.44 Local Weather (T) Liman, 2005) (T) Comedy 


Wright, 2017) (T) British 
prime minister Winston 
Churchill seeks to rally the 
nation against Germany's 
advance. Period drama, 
starring Gary Oldman and 
Kristin Scott Thomas. 

12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead 


Kasabian, Kojey Radical, Judi 
Jackson and Knucks. 
Later Presents Radiohead 
(T) (R) A 2001 performance. 
12.15 Indie Classics at the BBC 
(T) (R) 1.15 GM Apprentice 
(Junfeng Boo, 2016) Drama, 
starring Firdaus Rahman. 


11.15 


10.45 Elizabeth: The Golden 
Age (Shekhar Kapur, 2007) 
Historical drama, with Cate 
Blanchett and Clive Owen. 

12.55 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 
Love Your Garden (T) (R) 
3.25 Beverley and Jordan: 
Destination Wedding (T) (R) 


adventure, starring Brad Pitt 
and Angelina Jolie. 

110 [G@Raw (Julia Ducournau, 
2016) Horror, starring 
Garance Marillier and Ella 
Rumpf. 2.55 Ramsay's 
Kitchen Nightmares USA (T) 
(R) 3.45 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 


6.0 Milkshake! 10.05 SpongeBob 
SquarePants (T) (R) 10.20 
SpongeBob SquarePants 
(T) (R) 10.55 Friends (T) 

(R) 11.20 Friends (T) (R) 
11.50 Friends (T) (R) 12.20 
Our Yorkshire Farm (T) (R) 
1.20 Our Yorkshire Farm (T) 
(R) 2.20 [GMB Cast Away 
(Robert Zemeckis, 2000) 
(T) 5.10 Cruising the South 
Pacific With Jane McDonald 
(T) (R) 6.55 News (T) 7.0 
Mysteries of the Bermuda 


Triangle (T) (R) 


9.0 Deppvs Heard: The Winners 8.0 
& Losers (T) A look at the 
defamation trial in the US in 
which Johnny Depp is making 
a claim for damages against 9.0 
his ex-wife Amber Heard over 
an op-ed in the Washington 


Post in 2018. 


10.30 Britain's Favourite Party Hits 


7.0 AHistory of Ancient Britain 
(T) (R) Neil Oliver explores 
the age of Celtic Britain. 


Rick Stein's Long Weekends 
(T) (R) The chef heads to 
Palermo on the northern 
coast of Sicily. 

GM Lullaby (Lucie 
Borleteau, 2019) (T) 

A lawyer hires a nanny for 
her two children, but events 
take a disturbing turn. 
French crime drama, starring 
Karin Viard and Leila Bekhti. 


10.35 Francesco's Mediterranean 


12.25 70s Greatest Dance Hits Voyage (T) (R) 
(T) (R) 1.20 The Live Casino 11.05 Francesco's Mediterranean 
Show (T) 3.20 Marbella: Voyage (T) (R) 
24 Hour Party People (T) 11.35 Wogan: The Best Of (T) (R) 
(R) 4.10 Now That's Funny! 12.20 Yes, Prime Minister (T) 
(T) (R) 5.0 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) 12.50 Keeping Up 
(R) 5.20 House Doctor (T) Appearances (T) (R) 1.20 
(R) 5.45 Peppa Pig (T) (R) Rick Stein's Long Weekends 


5.50 Milkshake! Monkey's 


(T) (R) 2.20 A History of 


(T) 12.55 News (T) 2.45 This ls BBC Two (T) 3.50 Unwind With ITV (T) 5.50 The Perfect Pitch (T) (R) Amazing Adventures (T) (R) Ancient Britain (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : the Bride 7.05 Don’t : The Prodigy (2019) : the Ring 11.0 Flintoff: : Crafters: The Next Radio 3 : Radio4 : (FM) Weather 6.0(FM) : (R)12.48 Shipping 
7.0pm Press X to : Tell the Bride 8.05 Psychological horror, From Lord's to the Ring Generation 8.30 Inside 7.0am Breakfast 9.0 : 60am News and Papers : News 6.15 (FM) Loose Forecast 1.0 As World 
Continue 7.10 EastEnders : Made in Chelsea 9.05 starring Taylor Schilling. 12.0 DC’s Legends of Art: Masterpieces from Record Review. Anna 6.07 Ramblings. Clare: Ends. Clive Anderson Service 5.20 Shipping 
9.0 Glow Up: Britain’s ; Lego Masters USA’ : 1.30 GMMECriminal © : Tomorrow 1.0 Football's: Buckingham Palace 9.30 | | apwood chooses a Balding visits the Scilly : andYasmeenKhanare =: Forecast 5.30 News 5.43 
Next Make-Up Star1.0  : 10.05 Ramsay's Kitchen: (2016) Thriller, starring = Funniest Moments 3.0 : Tales of the Unexpected favourite recording Isles. (R) 6.30 Farming =: joinedbyLucyWorsley, : Bells on Sunday 5.45 
Meet the Khans: Big in : Nightmares USA 1.10 : Kevin Costner. : The Flash 4.0 Tom — : 10.0 Tales of the of Britten’s Four Sea Today This Week 6.57 : Lynette Linton and James : Profile (R) 
Bolton 1.30 Dubai Hustle : Ramsay's 24 Hours ; —____________; Cruise: Movie Maverick: Unexpected 10.30 Tales Interludes. 11.45 Music Weather 7.0 Today9.0 = Vincent. With music 
2.0 Hot Cakes 2.30 PRU: toHelland Back 2.10 : ITV2 : 5.0 Jurassic Greatest : of the Unexpected 11.0 Matters. Tom Service Saturday Live 10.30 : from Hinako Omori : Radio 4 Extra 
2.55 Computer SaysNo : Brooklyn Nine-Nine2.40 : 6 Qam Totally Bonkers : Moments: Jurassic Park Tales of the Unexpected talks to Welsh bass- Soul Music. The lasting  : andMonophonics.7.0 : 6.0am Ben Travers: 
3.45 Press Xto Continue : The Goldbergs 3.40 : Guinness World Records : to Jurassic World 6.0 : 11.30 Tales of the : baritone Bryn Terfel. emotional appeal of : Profile 7.15 This Cultural : Mischief 7.30 Great 

: Young Sheldon 4.40 The : 6,35 Coronation Street : S-W.AT 7.0 NCIS: Los : Unexpected 12.0 André 12.30 This Classical David Bowie’s Life on : Life 8.0 Encounters : Lives 8.0 Booked (3/6) 
Dave : Big Bang Theory 6.40 Omnibus 9.0 Love Bites Angeles 8.0 Dynamo: Rieu: Together Again Life. Jess Gillam chats to Mars?. (R) 10.45 (LW) : With Elizabeth. Royal 8.30 1834 (6/6) 9.0 
6.0am Teleshopping : Warcraft (2016) 10.0 Britain's Got Talent Beyond Belief 9.0 Strike 2.40 André Rieu: Love trumpeter Alison Balsom Test Match Special: : biographer and historian 1953: Those Radio Times 
7.0 The Joy of Techs : 9.0 Celebrity Gogglebox : 42.05 Take Me Out : Back: Silent War 10.0 : in Venice 6.0 André at the Hay festival. 1.0 England v New Zealand =: Robert Lacey presents > 12.0 Whose Line Is It 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar : 10.0 Gogglebox1210 =: Celebrity Special 110 : The Midwich Cuckoos : Rieu: Welcome to My Inside Music. Violinist : - First Test Day Three. : acollection of tales : Anyway? (1/6) 12.30 
Customiser 8.0 Celebrity : First Dates 2.20 : You've Been Framed! : 11.15 Rob & Romesh vs : World 7.01 Am Johnny Darragh Morgan chooses : Action fromLord’s.11.0 : fromthe BBC archive The Frankie Howerd 
Storage Hunters 9.0 : Celebrity Gogglebox Gold 1.40 Art 12.15 The Force: Cash 9.0 GE White a selection of pieces. : (FM) The Briefing Room : of meeting the Queen, Show 1.0 Monsieur Non 
Rick Stein’s Long : 3.15 Gogglebox 4.10 Garfield 2: A Tale of North East 1.10 The Stripes: Under Great 3.0 Sound of Gaming. (R) 11.30 (FM) From : from official events 2.0 I’ve Never Seen Star 
Weekends 10.0 Top Gear : Ramsay's Kitchen : Two Kitties (2006) 3.20 : Rising 2.10 Road Wars : White Northern Lights Kristofer Maddigan : Our Own Correspondent =: to chance encounters. : Wars (1/6) 2.30 Andrew 
11.0 American Pickers ; Nightmares USA EE Robots (2005) : 3.05 Brit Cops: Rapid : (2009) 11.0 Queen: discusses his music for : 12.0 (FM) News 12.01 : 9,0 GF Newman's : Maxwell’s Public Enemies 
12.0 Celebrity Storage © — 5.10 Gs Penguins : Response 4.0 Stop, : Hungarian Rhapsody Cuphead. 4.0 Music : (LW) Shipping Forecast : The Corrupted. Tony : (1/4) 3.0 Concrete 
Hunters 1.0 Top Gear: : Film4 of Madagascar (2014) : Search, Seize 5.0Stop, : - Live in Budapest 1.0 Planet 5.0 J to Z. : 12.04 (LW) TMS12.04 : Wednesdaysteers Jack : Cow(1/6) 3.30 The 
Top Fails 2.0 Top Gear : 11.0am [Gl The Lady 6.55 Ga Johnny Search, Seize Guy Garvey: From the Includes highlights ofa =: (FM)MoneyBox12.30 : andBrianintocourt,then : Secret World (4/4) 4.0 
3.0 Red Bull Soapbox : Vanishes (1979) Mystery, : English Reborn (2011) : Vaults 2.0 Florence & concert by saxophonist : (FM) TheNewsQuiz(R) =: getsasurprise from Joey. : Ben Travers: Mischief 
Race 4.0 Top Gear: : starring Elliott Gould > 9,0 IMRide Along 2 : Sky Arts : the Machine/Andra Day: Lakecia Benjamin.6.30  : 12.57(FM)Weather1.0 =: (10/10) (R) 9.45 Rabbit 5.30 Great Lives 6.0 
Ambitious But Rubbish — :_ and Cybill Shepherd. : (2016) (2016) 11.05 : 6.0am Spielberg and : Austin City Limits 3.15 Operaon3.ANew York : (FM) News 1.10 (FM) : at Rest. By John Updike. : Kafka’s Metamorphosis 
6.0 Would! Lieto You? =: 1.05 @yyStuart : Family Guy 11.30 Family: Williams: The Adventure : Kate Bush: Sensual World | Metropolitan Opera : Any Questions? (R)2.0 =: Harryand Janice’s 7.0 1953: Those Radio 
6.40 Would | Lie to : Little (1999) Comedy Guy 12.0 American Dad! Continues 6.30 Classic 3.40 Video Killed the House production of : (FM) Any Answers? : Florida retirement Times 10.0 28 Acts 
You? 7.20 Would | Lie : adventure, with the : 12.30 American Dad! : Literature & Cinema : Radio Star 4.10 Eliza Brett Dean’s Hamlet. 2.45 (FM) 39 Ways to : routine is interrupted : in 28 Minutes (1/3) 
to You? 8.0 Red Dwarf: =: voice of Michael J Fox. : 12.55 The Sex Lives : 7.30 The Prince’s Master: Shaddad: Celebration of Conducted by Nicholas Save the Planet. The : byavisit from Nelson's : 10.30 Thom Tuck Goes 
The First Three Million : 2.45 Gl The Art : of College Girls 1.30 : : Live 5.05 Peter Blake: Carter, including Allan search for aclean, green : family. Read by Toby : Straight to DVD (4/4) 
Years 9.0 Not Going Out : of Racing in the Rain : Crossing Swords 2.0 Pop Art Life Clayton (tenor: Hamlet), method of turning iron : Jones. (R) 10.0 News 11.0 Foley and McColl: 
Christmas Special 10.0 : (2019) Comedy-drama, Crossing Swords 2.30 SS. Brenda Rae (soprano: ore into steel. (R) 3.0 : 10.15 The Moral Maze (R) The Interview (3/6) 11.15 
Hypothetical 11.0 Mock : starring Milo Ventimiglia. Totally Bonkers Guinness Sky Atlantic Ophelia), Rod Gilfry : (FM) The Royal Visit. By : 11.0 Round BritainQuiz =: Jigsaw (3/6) 11.30 Hut 
the Week 11.40 Mock the : 4.55 (@MI—§Playing With =: World Records 3.0 6.0am Fish Town 10.0 (baritone: Claudius), : Ayeesha Menon. Asuburb : (R)11.30 Poetry Please. : 33 (1/6) 12.0 Kafka’s 
Week 12.20 Have | Got : Fire (2019) Comedy, : Teleshopping Fish Town 11.0 The Sarah Connolly (mezzo: : of Mumbai is thrown : Fiona Benson joins Roger : Metamorphosis 1.0 
a Bit More News for You : starring John Cena. : Gilded Age 12.25 The Gertrude) and William : into turmoil by the : McGough. (R) 12.0 News : Monsieur Non 2.0 I've 
1.20 Live at the Apollo : 6.45 GMM Knight and Sky Max Gilded Age 1.25 The Burden (tenor: Polonius). : announcement ofaroyal : 12.15 Past Forward: A Never Seen Star Wars 
2.25 Mock the Week 3.0 : Day (2010) Comedy 6.0am Highway Cops Gilded Age 9.0 Game 10.0 New Music Show. visit. 4.0 (FM) Weekend (1/6) 2.30 Andrew 


Would | Lie to You? 3.30 
Don’t Say It, Bring It 


E4 
6.0am Rude(ish) Tube 
Shorts 6.10 Don’t Tell 


: adventure, starring Tom 
: Cruise and Cameron 

: Diaz. 9.0 The 

: Equalizer (2014) Action 
: thriller, starring Denzel 

: Washington. 11.40 


: 6.30 Highway Cops 7.0 

> Road Wars 8.0 Dating 

: No Filter 8.30 Dating No 
Filter 9.0 Flintoff: From 
: Lord's to the Ring 10.0 

: Flintoff: From Lord's to 


i 
Knight and 
Day, Film4 


of Thrones 1.20 Das 
Boot 2.25 In Treatment 
2.55 In Treatment 
3.25 In Treatment 

4.0 Urban Secrets 5.0 


: Urban Secrets 


Performances by 

the Nash Ensemble, 
Apartment House and 
Theatre of Voices. 12.0 
Freeness 1.0 Through 
the Night. 


Woman's Hour 5.0 (FM) 
Saturday PM 5.30 (FM) 
Political Thinking With 
Nick Robinson (4/9) 


: 5.54 Shipping Forecast 
: 5,57 (LW) TMS 5.57 


: Century of Sound. A 


1942 recording of Lord 


: Rendall from Somerset 
: by folk singer Louie 

: Hooper. (R) 12.30 Short 
: Works. Her Voice, by 

: Caitlin Magnall-Kearns. 


: Maxwell’s Public Enemies 
(1/4) 3.0 Concrete 
: Cow (1/6) 3.30 The 


Secret World (4/4) 4.0 


: Ben Travers: Mischief 
: 5.30 Great Lives 


Sunday 


~~ 
The Fifth Element, 
Channel 5 


1 
BBC One BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.0 Sunday 6.35 The Edible Garden (T) (R) 6.0 CITV8.25 News (T) 8.30 6.15 Cheers (T) (R) 7.10 Everybody | 6.0 Milkshake! 10.0 SpongeBob 
Morning (T) 10.0 A 7.05 Gardeners’ World (T) Big Zuu's Breakfast Show Loves Raymond (T) (R) 8.0 SquarePants (T) (R) 10.15 
Celebration for Pentecost (R) 8.05 Countryfile (T) (R) (T) 9.25 Love Your Garden The Simpsons (T) (R) 9.30 SpongeBob SquarePants 
(T) 11.0 Bargain Hunt (T) (R) 9.0 Beechgrove (T) (R) 9.30 (T) 10.0 Love Your Weekend Sunday Brunch (T) 12.30 (T) (R) 10.25 Entertainment 
11.55 Points of View (T) 12.10 Landward (T) 10.0 Saturday With Alan Titchmarsh (T) The Simpsons (T) (R) 2.0 News (T) 10.40 Friends (T) 
Songs of Praise: Platinum Kitchen Best Bites (T) 11.30 12.0 News and Weather Ga Horton Hears a Who! (R) 11.10 Friends (T) (R) 11.40 
Jubilee Special (T) 12.45 Britain's Top Takeaways (T) 12.04 Local News and (Jimmy Hayward, Steve Friends (T) (R) 12.15 Friends 
News (T) 12.55 Weather (T) (R) 12.30 Britain's Top Weather (T) 12.05 The Martino, 2008) (T) 3.40 (T) (R) 12.45 [GI Planet 
for the Week Ahead (T) 1.0 Takeaways (T) (R) 1.30 Masked Singer US (T) (R) Best of Britain By the Sea (T) of the Apes (Tim Burton, 
The Platinum Pageant (T) GQ How the West Was Won 1.55 IGM Nanny McPhee (R) 4.45 News (T) 5.15 The 2001) (T) 2.55 [GIy Pacific 
5.30 News (T) 5.45 Regional (George Marshall, Henry and the Big Bang (Susanna Andrew Neil Show (T) 5.50 Rim (Guillermo del Toro, 
News and Weather (T) 5.55 Hathaway, John Ford, 1962) White, 2010) (T) 4.0 World The Great Garden Revolution 2013) (T) 5.35 Gy The 
Weather (T) 6.0 Countryfile (T) 4.0 Flog It! (T) (R) 4.40 Cup Play-Off Final (T) Wales (T) 6.45 [GMM Independence Fifth Element (Luc Besson, 7.0 Our Classical Century (T) 
(T) 7.0 Antiques Roadshow Animal Babies: First Year on v Scotland or Ukraine (kick- Day: Resurgence (Roland 1997) (T) (R) Suzy Klein and Lenny 


Coronation Special (T) (R) 


Earth (T) (R) 5.40 Saving 
Lives at Sea (T) (R) 6.10 
Eden: Untamed Planet (T) 7.0 
Cricket: Today at the Test (T) 


off 5pm). 7.10 News and 
Weather (T) 7.20 Local News 
and Weather (T) 


Emmerich, 2016) (T) 


Henry celebrate 100 years 

of classical music in Britain, 
starting with the influence 

of the first world war. 


8.0 TopGear (T) Newseries. 8.0 Platinum Jubilee: Whata 7.30 Britain's Got Talent Final (T) 9.0 Hunted (T)AbiandGracerisk | 8.0 22Kids & Counting (T) Noel 8.0 Onthe Black Hill: The Read 
Freddie Flintoff, Chris Harris Weekend! (T) Kirsty Young Ant and Dec host the climax everything by hitchhiking finally moves out of his old (1) A creative performance 
and Paddy McGuinness looks back at a weekend of of this year's nationwide back to their home turf, bakery after almost 20 years reading of On the Black Hill, 
take an RV road trip across celebrations to mark the talent search. The viewers’ while Nathan and James as he needs bigger premises. Bruce Chatwin's 1982 novel. 
Florida's swampy Everglades. Queen's 70-year reign. votes will decide which take a chance onusing public | 9.0 Big Brits GoLarge! (T) Stoke 9.0 Nomad: Inthe Footsteps of 

9.0 The Outlaws (T) Newseries. 9.30 Radioactive (Marjane of the finalists will secure transport, even if it means chef Biggie is on a mission Bruce Chatwin (T) (R) Werner 
The group still have time to Satrapi, 2019) (T) Biopic of acash prize of £250,000 being observed by CCTV. to open his own supersized Herzog sets out on a journey 
serve on their sentences, but double Nobel prize-winning and a spot at this year's Hunter HQ launches a public restaurant, while Rotherham inspired by the writer Bruce 
the underworld is not done Polish scientist Marie Curie, Royal Variety Performance. appeal on the radio in an father-of-two Wayne has Chatwin, uncovering stories 
with them. Comedy-drama, starring Rosamund Pike Last in the series. attempt to expose Sarah, but a family day out on his of lost tribes, wanderers 
with Christopher Walken. and Tom Riley. she has an audacious plan. mobility scooter. and dreamers. 

10.0 News (T) 11.10 Live at the Apollo (T) (R) 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Five Dates a Week (T) 10.0 Shocking Truth About 10.30 | Ama Mutoid: A 

10.20 Regional News (T) Weather Kerry Godliman comperes 10.19 Local Weather (T) 11.0 Richard Hammond's Crazy Talent Shows (T) (R) Glastonbury Hero (T) (R) 

10.30 GM King of Thieves (James Suzi Ruffell and Loyiso Gola. 10.20 The National Lottery's Big Contraptions (T) 1.0 TheLive Casino Show (T) Profile of artist Joe Rush and 
Marsh, 2018) (T) Retired 11.55 The Repair Shop Jubilee Jubilee Street Party (T) (R) 12.0 Gogglebox (T) (R) 12.55 3.10 Shoplifters & Scammers: his collective of performers, 
criminals try to pull off a Special (T) (R) Jay Blades At the AO Arena, Manchester. GM The Gambler At War With the Law (T) (R) musicians and artists. 
major burglary. Crime drama and the team bring four 12.10 Premiership Rugby Union (Rupert Wyatt, 2014) (T) 4.0 Now That's Funny! (T)(R) | 11.35 Storyville: The Ice King - 
based on the Hatton Garden treasured heirlooms, each Highlights (T) 1.0 Shop: Ideal 2.45 Ramsay's Kitchen 4.45 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) 5.10 John Curry (T) (R) 
heist, starring Michael Caine with a royal connection, World 3.0 Motorsport UK (T) Nightmares USA (T) (R) 3.35 House Doctor (R) 5.35 Peppa 1.0 Secrets of Skin (T) (R) 1.30 
and Michael Gambon. back to life. (R) 3.50 Unwind With ITV (T) Come Dine With Me (T) (R) Pig (T) (R) 5.40 Paw Patrol Our Classical Century (T) 

12.15 Weather forthe Week Ahead | 12.55 For Love Or Money (T) (R) 5.05 Ainsley's Mediterranean (T) (R) 5.50 Find It, Fix It, (R) 5.50 Milkshake! Monkey's (R) 2.30 On the Black Hill: 
(T) 12.20 News (T) 1.40 This Is BBC Two (T) Cookbook (T) (R) Flog It (T) (R) Amazing Adventures (T) (R) The Read (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 

BBC Three : [Lie to You? 11.20 Ql : Jessica Parker and : Dad! 12.15 The StandUp : Sky Arts Radio3 Advice on avoiding : Ordinary People. 4.30 : 10.0 Desert Island Discs 

7.0pm Athletics : 12.0 Alan Davies: As Yet: Matthew McConaughey. : Sketch Show12.45The =: 6.Qam The Art of 7.0am Breakfast 9.0 burnout with Julie Smith : (FM) Poetry Please. With : Revisited 10.45 David 

Diamond League: Rabat : Untitled 1.0Red Dwarf: : 4.35 (MUStar Trek: : Emily Atack Show1.30 = architecture 8.0 Sunday Morning 12.0 : and singer Nao. 12.30 : Caleb Parkin. (5/6) : Attenborough’s Life 

9.0 Life and Death in : The First Three Million First Contact(1996) =: The Masked Singer2.15 — : Discovering Royalty Private Passions. Michael : Through the Night : 5,0 (FM) Ukraine: The : Stories 11.0 Radiolab 

the Warehouse 10.0 : Years 2.0 Room 101 : Sci-fi adventure, starring : Totally Bonkers Guinness : on Film 9.30 Tales of Berkeley is joined by : : Disinformation War (R) =: (7/8) 11.55 Inheritance 

Conversations With : 2.30 Room 1013.10 : Patrick Stewart. 6.45 : World Records 2.45 : the Unexpected 12.0 author Anne Glenconner. Radio 4 : 5.40 (FM) Profile (R) : Tracks 12.0 Poetry Extra 

Friends 10.30 High: ; Famalam3.35 Don't Say: (G@MMEThe Chroniclesof = | Unwind With ITV : André Rieu: Welcome 1.0 Lunchtime Concert. 6.0am News 6.05 : 5.54ShippingForecast : 12.30HR(5/6)1.0 

Confessions of an Ibiza: ‘'t, Bring It : Narnia: The Voyage of : > to My World 1.0 André The Skampa Quartet Something Understood : 5.57 (LW) TMS 6.0 : Travelling ina Strange 

Drug Mule 11.05 Life and : : the Dawn Treader (2010) : Sky Max : Rieu: Welcome to My perform Beethoven and (R) 6.35 Natural : (FM) News 6.15 (FM) : Land 2.10 Inheritance 

Death in the Warehouse: E4 : Fantasy adventure, : 6,0am Hour of Power : World 2.0 André Rieu: Borodin. (R) 2.0 The Histories (R) 7.0 News : Pick of the Week 7.0 : Tracks 2.20 South Riding 

12.10 Meet the Khans: : 6.0am Hollyoaks : starring Georgie Henley =: _ 7.9 Road Wars 8.0 : European Dream 3.0 Early Music Show. The 7.0 Sunday Papers 7.10 =: ‘The Archers 7.15 Jen : (6-10/15) 3.30 Baaba 

Big in Bolton 12.40 : Omnibus 8.30 Ramsay's : afd Skandar Keynes.9.0 : Dating No Filter 9.0 : André Rieu: Welcome history of the Master Sunday 7.54 Appeal 8.0 : Brister: WavesStandup : Maal and the Senegalese 

Conversations With : Kitchen Nightmares USA: GMM Midway (2019) : Jack & the Beanstalk: : to My World 5.0 André of the King or Queen’s News 8.0 Sunday Papers : comedy.7.45HowOne =: Kingdom of Music 4.0 

Friends 1.10 Glow Up: : 9.30 Ramsay's Hotel : Second world war drama, = After Ever After 10.0 : Rieu: Dance the Night Music. 3.0 Choral 8.10 Sunday Worship : Becomes Lonely. ByLuke : Ceremonialin Three 

Britain’s Next Make-Up : Hell10.30(@MMRango _:_ Starring Ed Skrein. : Dynamo: Beyond Belief : Away 6.0 André Rieu: Evensong (R) 4.0 Jazz 8.48 A Point of View(R) : Sutherland. (5/5) 8.0 : Flats 4.45 Dora and 

Star 2.10 Hot Cakes : (2011) 12.35 The Big : 11.50 GI Mickey : 1.0 Cricket’s Funniest : How It All Began 7.0 Record Requests 5.0 8.58 Tweet of the Day : More Or Less (R) 8.30 Elizabeth 5.0 Poetry 

2.40 Conversations : Bang Theory 3.35 : and the Bear (2019) : Moments 2.0 Agatha > Queen: Live in Milton The Listening Service (R) 9.0 Broadcasting : Last Word (R) 9.0 Money : Extra5.30 HR (5/6) 

With Friends 3.10 High: : Lego Masters 4.40 : Coming-of-age drama, > Raisin 8.0 Jurassic : Keynes 8.0 Queen: 5.30 Words and Music House 10.0 The Archers : Box (R) 9.25 Appeal : 6.0 Fear on Four (1/8) 

Confessions of An Ibiza: (GMM lceAge: Collision : Starring Camila Morrone. : Greatest Moments: : The Phenomenon 9.20 (R) 6.45 Between the 10.45 (LW) Test Match =: (R) 9.30 From Russia : 6.30 Night Terrace (1/8) 

Drug Mule 3.45 PressX : Course (2016) 6.30 : 1.40 GM The Ground : Jurassic Park to Jurassic =: Queen: Live at the Ears: Jamming with Special: EnglandvNew : withLove(R)10.0The =: 7.0 Radiolab (7/8) 7.55 

to Continue : Brooklyn Nine-Nine : Beneath My Feet . > World 9.0S.W.AT10.0 : Rainbow 11.0 Freddie Birds. A paean to birds Zealand - First Test : Westminster Hour 11.0 : Inheritance Tracks 8.0 

! 7.0 The Goldbergs8.0  ; (2020) Drama, starring = CIs: Los Angeles11.0  : Mercury: The Great and birdsong. 7.15 Day Four 11.15 (FM) : Loose Ends (R) 11.30 : Ceremonial in Three Flats 

Dave : Young Sheldon 9.0 : Valerie Pachner. : The Flight Attendant : Pretender 12.40 The Susan Greaney and the Desert Island Discs. With : Something Understood =: 8.45 Dora and Elizabeth 

6.0am Teleshopping : (Central intelligence | ——____———___: 12.0 Karl Pilkington: The : Great Songwriters 1.35 Jomon Connection. writer and broadcaster : (R) 12.0 News 12.15 : 9.0 Desert Island Discs 

7.0 The Joy of Techs : (2016) 11.05 The : ITV2 : Moaning of Life1.0The : Discovering: Coldplay The archaelogist draws Jon Ronson. (5/14) : Thinking Allowed (R) : Revisited 9.45 David 

7.35 Yianni: Supercar : Inbetweeners 11.40 The : 6.0am Totally Bonkers : Force: North East 2.0 : 2.0 Reinventing the parallels between the 12.0 (FM) News 12.01 : 12.45 Bells on Sunday : Attenborough’s Life 

Customiser 8.35 : Inbetweeners 12.15 Derry : Guinness World Records : Road Wars3.O0BritCops: : Orchestra With Charles Neolithic peoples of (LW) Shipping Forecast —: (R) 12.48 Shipping : Stories 10.0 HR (5/6) 

Celebrity Storage : Girls 12.50 Derry Girls : 6.10 Love Bites 7.15 : Rapid Response 4.0 : Hazlewood 3.0 Gil Britain and the Jomon 12.04 (LW) TMS12.04 =: Forecast 1.0 As World : 10.30 Delve Special 

Hunters 9.40 Red Bull : 1.20 Gogglebox 2.25 : Love Bites 8.10 Dressto : Stop, Search, Seize 5.0 : Scott-Heron: Pieces of civilisation of Japan. (FM) Just a Minute (R) : Service 5.20 Shipping : (4/4) 11.0 The Masterson 

Soapbox Race 10.40 Top : Naked Attraction 3.20 : Impress 9.10 Dress to : Stop, Search, Seize > a Man 4.0 The Prince’s 7.30 Rockets and 12.32 (FM) The Food : Forecast 5.30 News 5.43 : Inheritance (4/6) 11.30 

Gear 11.40 Mortimer : The Inbetweeners 3.45 =: Impress10.15Celebrity : : Master Crafters: The Blue Lights. Drama Programme. Nominations : Prayer forthe Day5.45  : John Finnemore’s Double 

& Whitehouse: Gone : Hollyoaks Omnibus : Catchphrase 11.15 In for : Next Generation 5.0 The by Winsome Pinnock, open for the 2022 BBC : Farming Today 5.58 : Acts (5/6) 12.0 Fear 

Fishing 1.0 Special Ops: —: : a Penny 11.45 You’ve : Art of Architecture blending the stories of Food & Farming awards. : Tweet of the Day (R) : on Four (1/8) 12.30 

Crime Squad UK 2.0 : Film4 : Been Framed! Gold : a Black Victorian sailor 1.0 (FM) The World This: > Night Terrace (1/8) 1.0 

Top Gear: Ambitious But: 11.0am{@M@eCarryon =: 12.20 (giSherlock : Sky Atlantic preparing for a final Weekend 1.30(FM) The : Radio 4Extra : Travelling in a Strange 

Rubbish 3.0 Top Gear: : Teacher (1959) Comedy, : Gnomes (2018) 2.0 : 6.0am Fish Town 9.0 voyage and a modern- Listening Project (R) : 60am Fall Down : Land Omnibus 2.10 

Ambitious But Rubbish : starring Ted Ray. 12.45 > (GOMRio 2 (2014) : Urban Secrets 11.0 day actress bound by 2.0 (FM) Gardeners’ : Seven Times, Get Up : Inheritance Tracks 

4.0 Room 101 6.0 : WKuboandthe Two : 4,0 GThe Addams : Succession 9.15 Das Boot history. (R) 9.25 Record Question Time (R) 2.45 =: Eight Omnibus 7.10 : 2.20 South Riding 

Exploration Volcano 7.0 : Strings (2016) Animated : Family (2019) 5.50 : > 10.15 The Staircase 11.25 Review Extra 11.0 Sound (FM) Past Forward (R) Inheritance Tracks 7.20 =: (6-10/15) 3.30 Baaba 

Expedition With Steve : adventure, with the : Madagascar (2005) : : The Time Traveler’s Wife Designs With Nick 3.0 (FM) The Limits : Maya Angelou: | Know : Maal and the Senegalese 

Backshall 8.0 Mortimer : voices of Art Parkinson : 7.30 GM Skyfall : : 12.25 Game of Thrones Luscombe. New series. to Growth. Drama, by : Why the Caged Bird Sings : Kingdom of Music 4.0 

& Whitehouse: Gone : and Charlize Theron. : (2012) (2012) 10.20 : 1.30 In Treatment 2.0 The connections between : SarahWoods.4.0(FM) : Omnibus 8.30 Albert and : Ceremonial in Three 

Fishing 8.40 QI 9.20 : 2.45 Gy Failure to : Family Guy 10.50 Family : The Time Traveler’s Wife music and architecture. Bookclub. James : Me (5/8) 9.0 Something : Flats 4.45 Dora and 

Room 101 10.0 Mock : Launch (2006) Romantic : Guy 11.20 American : 3.05 In Treatment 4.05 12.0 The Music & Naughtie talks to Diana =: to Shout About (11/13) Elizabeth 5.0 Poetry 

the Week 10.40 Would : comedy, starring Sarah : Dad! 11.45 American : Urban Secrets Meditation Podcast. Evans about her novel : 9.30 It’s a Fair Cop (2/4) Extra 5.30 HR (5/6) 
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BBCOne BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Bargain Hunt Jubilee Special 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 Dirty Rotten (T) (R) 7.15 Garden Rescue (T) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The King Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Scammers (T) 10.45 Rip Off (R) 8.0 Eat Well for Less? (T) Morning (T) 12.30 Loose of Queens (T) (R) 8.30 The & Scammers: At War With 
Britain (T) (R) 11.15 Homes (R) 9.0 News (T) 12.15 Politics Women (T) 1.30 News and King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 the Law (T) (R) 110 News 
Under the Hammer (T) (R) Live (T) 1.0 Ready Steady Weather (T) 1.55 Local Frasier (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (T) 115 Home and Away (T) 
12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) 1.0 Cook (T) (R) 1.45 Eggheads News and Weather (T) 2.0 (R) 10.30 Undercover Boss (R) 1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 
News and Weather (T) 1.30 (T) (R) 2.15 Mastermind Dickinson's Real Deal (T) USA (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) GQ His Perfect Obsession 
Regional News and Weather (T) (R) 2.45 Natural World: (R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 11.30 Couples Come Dine (Alexandre Carriere, 2018) 
(T) 1.45 Doctors (T) 2.15 Jaguars - Brazil's Super Local News and Weather With Me (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's (1) 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits 
Money for Nothing (T) 3.0 Cats (T) (R) 3.45 Pizza Boys (T) 4.0 Tipping Point (T) (R) Packed Lunch (T) 2.10 in the Sun (T) 5.0 News 
Escape to the Country (T) (T) (R) 4.15 This Farming 5.0 The Chase (T) (R) 6.0 Countdown (T) 3.0 A Place in (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 
3.45 Garden Rescue (T) Life (T) (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) Local News and Weather (T) the Sun (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau 6.30 Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 
4.30 Antiques Road Trip (T) (R) 6.0 Richard Osman's 6.30 News and Weather (T) DIY (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Police Interceptors (T) (R) 
(R) 5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 House of Games (T) (R) 7.30 Emmerdale (T) Me (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: 7.55 News (T) 7.0 The Fifteen Billion Pound 
News and Weather (T) 6.30 6.30 The Farmers’ Country The Big Naked Painting Railway (T) (R) Following 
Regional News and Weather Showdown (T) 7.0 Cricket: Challenge (T) 6.0 Hollyoaks the final stages of the 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) Today at the Test (T) (T) (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) construction of London's 
7.30 EastEnders (T) 7.0 News (T) Crossrail line. 
8.0 Garden Rescue (T) (R) Aman 8.0 Springwatch (T) lolo seeks 8.0 Coronation Street (T) 8.0 Bake Off: The Professionals 8.0 The Motorway (T) A van 8.0 Madagascar: Earth's 
yearns for a cottage garden white-tailed eagles on the Alfie's future seems (T) Liam Charles and Stacey driver ignores signals and Tropical Islands (T) (R) 
with an Amazonian twist. Isle of Mull, and Megan visits increasingly uncertain. Solomon welcome back the attempts to drive past a crash Exploring the flora and 
8.30 The Airport: Back in the Hauxley Nature Reserve in 9.0 Long Lost Family Special: best teams from last week site on the hard shoulder. fauna of the island. 
Skies (T) An Ethiopian Northumberland. Switched at Birth (T) for chocolate week. Includes news update. 9.0 Nature's Turtle Nursery: 
Airlines plane carries a 9.0 TheChris & Rosie Ramsey The story of 77-year-old 9.0 Hunted (T) The fugitives 9.0 Police: Elite Raid Squad Inside the Nest (T) (R) 
surprising cargo. Show (T) Comedy Rosemary Rawlins, who make their last dash to meet (T) New series. The return George McGavin joins a 
9.0 Silent Witness (T) The death entertainment show. has long believed that she the exit helicopter. James of the documentary team of scientists as they 
of ajournalist throws the 9.45 QIXL(T) With guests David was switched with another and Nathan decide to enjoy following enforcement investigate the mass nesting 
spotlight on to Sam Ryan. Mitchell, Richard Osman baby during an air raid in the their last hours on the run. agencies carrying out raids phenomenon of olive ridley 
With Amanda Burton. and Zoe Lyons. second world war. Last in the series. across Britain. sea turtles in Costa Rica. 
10.0 News (T) 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Gogglebox (T) (R) Viewers’ 10.0 Casualty: Every Second 10.30 A Slow Odyssey: A Turtle's 
10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 11.15 Making Sense of Cancer 10.30 Local News (T) Weather TV reviews. Last in the series. Counts (T) (R) Journey (T) (R) 
10.40 Would | Lie to You? (T) (R) With Hannah Fry (T) (R) 10.45 It'll Be Alright on the Night 11.05 First Dates (T) (R) 11.0 MTV Movie & TV Awards 11.0 ASlow Odyssey: An Eagle's 
Unseen clips from the series. After being diagnosed (T) (R) TV bloopers. 12.0 Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted 2022 (T) From Santa Monica. Flight (T) (R) 
1110 Havel Gota Bit More with cervical cancer, the 11.45 AlLLElite Wrestling: Dynamite (T) 12.55 24 Hours in A&E 1.0 TheLive Casino Show (T) 11.30 How to Make: Headphones 
News for You (T) (R) David mathematician interrogates (T) Action from the world (T) (R) 1.50 The World's 3.10 Shoplifters & Scammers: (T) (R) 
Dimbleby hosts. the way we treat cancer. of wrestling. Most Extreme (T) (R) 2.45 At War With the Law (T) (R) 12.30 The Beach: Isolation in 
11.55 Cherry Valentine: Gypsy 12.15 Between the Covers (T) (R) 1.25 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Loose Dispatches (T) (R) 3.15 4.0 Now That's Funny! (T) Paradise (T) (R) 12.55 The 
Queen and Proud (T) (R) 12.45 Countryfile (T) (R) 1.45 Women (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind Grand 4Designs (T) (R) 4.15 (R) 4.45 Wildlife SOS (T) (R) Beach: Isolation in Paradise 
12.50 Weather for the Week Ahead Art That Made Us (T) (R) 2.45 With ITV (T) 5.05 5 Gold George Clarke's Old House, 5.10 House Doctor (T) (R) (T) (R) 1.25 The Fifteen 
(T) 12.55 News (T) The Crown Jewels (T) (R) Rings (T) (R) New Home (T) (R) 5.35 Peppa Pig (R) Billion Pound Railway (R) 
Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : 11.0 QI XL 12.0 QI XL : Christopher Robin : Hawaii Five-0 2.0 : Icons 11.30 Frankie Radio3 : Radio4 : Adams, Jan Ravens ! Club (3/6) 1.0 Dixon of 
7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 ‘ 1.0 Have | Got a Bit More (2017) 9.0 GMM Knives S.W.A.T 3.0 DC’s Legends : Goes to Hollywood 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 : 6.0am Today 9.0 and Paul Merton. (4/8) Dock Green (1/6) 1.30 
The Catch Up 8.0 Dubai: News for You2.0 Room Out (2019) 11.40 of Tomorrow 4.0 The 12.0 The South Bank Essential Classics 12.0 Start the Week. The > 7.0 The Archers 7.15 New Creative Dramas 
Hustle 8.30 Hot Cakes =: 101. 2.45 This Country Brothers in : Flash 5.0 Supergirl : Show Originals 12.30 Composer of the Week: environmental issues : Front Row 8.0 Clipped : (1/5) 2.0 Jaws By Peter 
9.0 Cherry Valentine: : 3.10 This Country 3.35 Arms (2019) 1.45 : 6.0 Stargate SG-17.0 : The South Bank Show Holmes and Duparc (R) surrounding farming. : Wings. Birdwatcher Lucy : Benchley (1/10) 2.15 
Gypsy Queen and Proud : Don’t Say It, Bring It 4.0 : [Hounds of : StargateSG-18.0The —: Originals 1.0 Tales of the | 4.9 Lunchtime Concert. 9.45 (LW) Daily Service : Lapwing workstorenew : Dombeyand Son (1/20) 
10.0 Conversations : Teleshopping : Love (2016) : Midwich Cuckoos 9.15 : Unexpected 1.30 Tales Live from London’s 9.45 (FM) Book of the : her love of nature. 8.30 2.30 Rebels 3.0 Sir 
With Friends 10.30 : : : Rob & Romesh vs Golf : of the Unexpected 2.0 Wigmore Hall, pianist Week: Iconoclasm. By : Analysis (2/9)9.0The  : Arthur Conan Doyle: 
Gringo (2018) : E4 : ITv2 : 10.15 Jurassic Greatest : The Seventies 3.0 The Nelson Goerner plays : David Freedberg. (1/5) |: Truth About Tourette’s : Rodney Stone (3/4) 4.0 
12.10 Conversations : 6.0am Hollyoaks 7.0 > 6.0am Totally Bonkers: Moments: Jurassic Park =: Directors 4.0 Tales of Debussy’s Estampes and : 10.0 Woman's Hour : (R) 9.30 Start the Week : Counterpoint (10/13) 
With Friends 12.40 : Melissa & Joey 8.0 : Guinness World Records : tO Jurassic World 11.15 : the Unexpected 4.30 Schumann's Symphonic : 10.45(LW)TestMatch  : (R)10.0 The World : 4,30 Bangers and Mash 
Dubai Hustle 110 Glow : Black-ish 9.0 The : 6.15 You've Been : The Rising 12.15 Road : Tales of the Unexpected Studies. 2.0 Afternoon : Special: EnglandvNew : Tonight10.45Bookat  : (6/6)5.0 It’s a Fair 
Up: Britain’s Next : Neighborhood 10.0 The Framed! 6.45 Love Wars 1.10 The Force: 5.0 Discovering: Samuel Concert. The BBC SSO Zealand - First Test : Bedtime: Mr Wilder and Cop (3/4) 5.30 Just a 
Make-Up Star 2.10 : Big Bang Theory 11.0 : Bites 7.50 The Ellen : North East 2.05 NCIS: 0: L Jackson 6.0 Portrait perform Beethoven's Day Five 11.0(FM) The =: Me. By Jonathan Coe. : Minute (3/8) 6.0 Host 
Cherry Valentine: Gypsy: The Goldbergs 12.0 : DeGeneres Show 8.45 : Los Angeles 3.0 Hawaii = Artist of the Year 2019 Pastoral Symphony. Untold. Asous chef fired : (6/10) 11.0 DMs Are : Planet Earth (6/6) 6.30 
Queen and Proud 3.05 : Brooklyn Nine-Nine3.0 : HartofDixie9.400ne — : Five-O 4.0SWAT5.0 : 7.0 André Rieu: Love 4.30 New Generation by P&O Ferries who is : Open (R) 11.30 Todayin : A Good Read (1/9) 7.0 
Conversations With : The Neighborhood 4.0 Tree Hill 10.35 The Highway Cops 5.30 from Lisbon 8.0 The Artists. Violinist Johan suing the company. : Parliament 12.0 News Whatever Happened to 
Friends 3.35 Press X : Brooklyn Nine-Nine OC 11.30 Britain’s Got Highway Cops Art of Architecture Dalene plays Beethoven. (8/11) 11.30 (FM) Art of : 12.30 Iconoclasm (R) the Likely Lads? (8/13) 
to Continue : 5.0 The Big Bang : Talent Final 2.05 The : 9.0 Reinventing the 5.0 In Tune. With : Now (R)12.0 (FM) News : 12.48 Shipping 1.0 As : 7.30 Tales from the 
: Theory 5.30 The Big : Ellen DeGeneres Show : Sky Arts Orchestra With Charles choreographer Matthew : 12.01(LW) Shipping : World Service 5.20 : Mausoleum Club (3/6) 
Dave : Bang Theory 6.0 : 3.0 Hart of Dixie 4.0 : 6.0am Darbar Festival : Hazlewood 10.0 The Bourne. 7.0 In Tune : Forecast 12.04 (LW) : Shipping 5.30 News 5.43 : 8.0 Dixon of Dock Green 
6.0am Teleshopping : The Big Bang Theory : One Tree Hill 5.0 The : 20187.0 The Australian : Directors 11.0 Royalty Mixtape 7.30 In Concert. TMS 12.04 (FM) You : Prayer 5.45 Farming : (1/6) 8.30 New Creative 
7.0 The Joy of Techs : 6.30 The Big Bang OC 6.0 Catchphrase Ballet: The Merry : Close Up 11.30 Royalty Bertrand de Billy and Yours 1.0 (FM) The  : 5.58 Tweet of the Day Dramas (1/5) 9.0 TED 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar : Theory 7.0 Hollyoaks : 6.45 Mamma : Widow 8.45 Arts : Close Up 12.0 [G! Am conducts the Orchestre World at One1.45(FM) = Radio Hour (10/52) 
Customiser 8.0 Border =: 8.0 Below Deck 9.0 : Mia! Here We Go Again : Uncovered 9.0 Tales of  : Burt Reynolds (2020) ; National de France, The Climate Tipping : Radio 4 Extra : 9.50 Inheritance Tracks 
Force: America’s : Made in Chelsea 10.0 : (2018) 9.0 Love Island : the Unexpected 9.30 : 1.45 The Last Impresario Radio France Children’s Points. Justin Rowlatt : 6.0am Dixon of Dock : 10.0 Just a Minute (3/8) 
Gatekeepers 9.0 Storage : Naked Attraction11.05  : 10.35Celebrity Karaoke =: Talesofthe Unexpected : 3.30 Art and Mind 5.0 Chorus, flautist Silvia onhow globalwarming : Green (1/6) 6.30 New : 10.30 Everyone Quite 
Hunters UK 9.30 Storage : Gogglebox 12.10 First Club 11.35 Family 10.0 Discovering: Auction 5.30 Auction Careddu and mezzo may trigger irreversible : Creative Dramas (1/5) Likes Justin (4/4) 11.0 
Hunters UK 10.0 Sin : Dates 1.15 Made in : Guy 12.05 Family Guy > John Malkovich 11.0 : ———___________ | Virginie Verrez in changes to our planet. : 7.0 It’s a Fair Cop (3/4) =: +The News Quiz (7/8) 
City Motors 11.0 Red : Chelsea 2.20 Below : 12.30 American Dad! : Glen Campbell: Music : Sky Atlantic Dutilleux’s Symphony : (1/5) 2.0 (FM) The : 7.30 Just a Minute (3/8) : 11.30 Andrew Maxwell's 
Bull Soapbox Race12.0 : Deck 3.10 Gogglebox : 1.0 American Dad! : : 6.0am Urban Secrets No 2, Saint-Saéns’ Mon ~—: Archers (R) 2.15 (FM) : 8.0 Whatever Happened : Public Enemies (2/4) 
Cop Car Workshop 1.0 : 4,05 Ramsay's Kitchen: 1.25 Superstore 1.55 7.0 Urban Secrets 8.0 Coeur S’Ouvre aTa Voix : The Return of Rowena : to the Likely Lads? 12.0 Host Planet Earth 
Special Ops: Crime Squad : Nightmares USA 4.55 : Superstore 2.20 The Urban Secrets 9.0 The (Samson et Dalila, Act2) : the Wonderful. Drama, : (8/13) 8.30 Tales from (6/6) 12.30 A Good 
UK 2.0 World’s Most : The Goldbergs 5.20 : Stand Up Sketch Show Affair 10.05 The Affair and Debussy’s Syrinx, : by Helen Cross. (R) 3.0 : the Mausoleum Club > Read (1/9) 1.0 Dixon of 
Dangerous Roads 3.0 : The Goldbergs : 2.50 Unwind With ITV 11.10 Boardwalk Empire Prélude a L’Aprés-Midi (FM) Round Britain Quiz: (3/6)9.0 Counterpoint : Dock Green (1/6) 1.30 
Rick Stein’s Secret France : 3.0 Teleshopping 3.30 The Affair 5.40 The D'un Faune and La (11/12) 3.30 (FM) The : (10/13) 9.30 Bangers : New Creative Dramas 
4.0 Top Gear 5.0 Rick : Film4 Wire 6.50 The Wire 8.0 Damoiselle Elue. 10.0 : Food Programme (R) : and Mash (6/6) 10.0 : (1/5) 2.0 Jaws (1/10) 
Stein’s Secret France6.0 : 11.0am [@M—Destry Sky Max Game of Thrones 9.0 Music Matters (R)10.45 : 4.0(FM)FutureArt(R) : Sir Arthur Conan Doyle: 2.15 Dombey and Son 
Taskmaster 7.0 Richard : Rides Again (1939) 6.0am Stargate SG-1 The Time Traveler's The Essay: Islands. : 4.30 (FM) The Digital : Rodney Stone (3/4) 11.0 (1/20) 2.30 Rebels 3.0 
Osman’s House of Games : 12.55 (@yThe : 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 Wife 10.05 The Pacific Kenneth Steven finds : Human (3/6) 5.0 (FM) : TED Radio Hour (10/52) : Rodney Stone (3/4) 4.0 
7.40 Room 101 8.20 : Colditz Story (1954) : The Flash 9.0 DC's 11.10 The Pacific 12.15 inspiration in Scotland's PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping : 11.50 Inheritance : Counterpoint (10/13) 
QI XL 9.0 Have | Got a : 2.55 GIMBAttack! : Legends of Tomorrow The King 1.20 Gomorrah west coast islands, Forecast 5.57 (LW) TMS =: Tracks 12.0 Whatever : 4,30 Bangers and Mash 
Bit More News for You : (1956) 5.05 Ga 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 Here We Go 2.25 We Own This City starting on Mingulay. (R) 6.0 (FM) News 6.30 : Happened to the Likely (6/6) 5.0 It’s a Fair 
10.0 The Misadventures : Gunsmoke (1953) : NCIS: Los Angeles 12.0 é bet 3.30 In Treatment 4.0 11.0 Night Tracks 12.30 (FM) Just a Minute. With : Lads? (8/13)12.30 Tales : Cop (3/4) 5.30 Justa 
of Romesh Ranganathan : 6.45 [Goodbye : NCIS: Los Angeles 1.0 Again, ITV2 } 5 : Urban Secrets Through the Night Dane Baptiste, Jayde : from the Mausoleum : Minute (3/8) 


Tuesday 


Cooking With a“ 
the Stars, ITV ¢ ) i a +" 
f. ——_ 


BBC One BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Money for Nothing (T) (R) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 Dirty Rotten 7.15 Garden Rescue (T) (R) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.10 Cheers (T) Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Scammers (T) 10.45 Rip 8.0 Antiques Roadshow (T) Morning (T) 12.30 Loose (R) 7.40 The King of Queens & Scammers: At War With 
Off Britain (T) 11.15 Homes (R) 9.0 News (T) 12.15 Politics Women (T) 1.30 News and (T) (R) 9.0 Frasier (T) (R) the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
Under the Hammer (T) Live (T) 1.0 The Super League Weather (T) 1.55 Local 10.30 Undercover Boss USA (T) 1.15 Home and Away (T) 
12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) (R) Show (T) (R) 1.45 Eggheads News and Weather (T) 2.0 (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 
1.0 News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 2.15 Mastermind (T) Dickinson's Real Deal (T) Couples Come Dine With Me Gi Deadly Jealousy: The 
1.30 Regional News and (R) 2.45 Paul Hollywood's Big (R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed Killer Cousin (Leo Scherman, 
Weather (T) 1.45 Doctors (T) Continental Road Trip (T) (R) Local News and Weather (T) Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown 2020) (T) 4.0 Bargain-Loving 
2.15 Money for Nothing (T) 3.45 Pizza Boys (T) (R) 4.15 4.0 Tipping Point (T) (R) 5.0 (T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun (T) Brits in the Sun (T) 5.0 News 
3.0 Escape to the Country This Farming Life (T) (R) 5.15 The Chase (T) (R) 6.0 Local (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) 5.0 (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 
(T) 3.45 Garden Rescue (T) Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Richard News and Weather (T) 6.30 Come Dine With Me (T) 5.30 6.30 Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 
4.30 Antiques Road Trip (T) Osman's House of Games News and Weather (T) 7.30 Drawers Off: The Big Naked The Dog Rescuers With Alan 
(R) 5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 (T) (R) 6.30 The Farmers’ Emmerdale (T) Painting Challenge (T) 6.0 Davies (T) 7.55 News (T) 7.0  TheFifteen Billion Pound 
News and Weather (T) 6.30 Country Showdown (T) 7.0 News (T) Railway (T) (R) Part two of 
Regional News and Weather Marcus Wareing's Tales from two. News comes that the 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) a Kitchen Garden (T) (R) Elizabeth Line has been 
7.30 EastEnders (T) delayed by more than a year. 


8.0 DIYSOS: The Big Build 
(T) The team help build 
a community centre and 
garden in Stoke. 

9.0 Silent Witness (T) Conclusion 
of the 25th-anniversary 
story. With the world they 
hold dear on the brink, the 
Lyell team confront threats 
to the credibility of DNA 
itself. Last in the series. 


10.0 News (T) 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 

10.40 Everything I Know About 
Love (T) New series. Comedy 


8.0  Springwatch (T) lolo 
Williams continues his 
wildlife exploration of Mull. 

9.0 Lucy Worsley Investigates: 
Princes in the Tower (T) 

The historian uncovers the 
tale of Edward IV's sons 
Edward and Richard, whose 
disappearance in 1483 from 
the Tower of London has led 
to centuries of mystery. 

10.0 State of the Union (T) Double 

bill. Scott has made huge 

strides since therapy began. 

10.25 Planet Earth: A Monkey's 


following childhood best 


Tale (T) Wildlife in Sri Lanka. 


8.0 Cooking With the Stars (T) 
New series. Celebrity cookery 
series hosted by Emma Willis 
and Tom Allen. 

9.0 Doc Martin (T) (R) Martin's 
medical career remains 
under scrutiny, as aGMC 
representative arrives to 
assess him and his surgery, 
while Louisa pursues a new 
vocation in child counselling. 


10.0 News (T) Weather 

10.30 Local News (T) Weather 

10.45 James Nesbitt: A Game of 
Two Halves (T) (R) The actor 
follows Soccer Aid's work. 


7.0 Live England International 
Football (T) Germany v 
England (kick-off 7.45pm). 
The Uefa Nations League 
Group A3 fixture at Allianz 
Arena in Munich. 

The Bridge: Race toa 
Fortune (T) New series. 
Reality challenge in which 
16 strangers build a bridge 
across 1,00Oft of water. 


10.0 


11.05 England International 
Football (T) Highlights of 
Germany v England. 

12.05 The Great Garden Revolution 


8.0 The Yorkshire Vet (T) Peter 8.0 Keeping Up Appearances (T) 
rushes a pregnant husky (R) Hyacinth plans a special 
into surgery. Includes nautical supper. 
news update. 8.30 Ever Decreasing Circles 

9.0 Elephant Hospital (T) (T) (R) Martin's sense of 
New series. Filmed over authority begins to wane. 
four months, this series 9.0 Prejudice and Pride: The 
follows the work of a People's History of LGBTQ 
Thailand hospital devoted Britain (T) (R) People share 
to treating and saving the the items that have defined 
lives of elephants. their lives. 

10.0 The Vanishing of Suzy 10.0 Coming Oot! The Fabulous 
Lamplugh (T) (R) History of Gay Scotland (T) 

11.30 Rochdale Groomers: Crimes (R) Documentary. 

That Shook Britain (T) (R) 11.0 Queers (T) (R) Monologues. 


(R) 1.0 Taskmaster (T) (R) 


12.30 Police Interceptors (T) (R) 


12.20 The Fifteen Billion Pound 


friends Maggie and Birdy. 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 11.40 Heathrow: Britain's Busiest 1.55 The Lateish Show With 1.20 The Live Casino Show Railway (T) (R) 1.20 
11.25 PRU (T) (R) Comedy. 11.15 Grenfell (T) (R) Documentary. Airport (T) (R) Mo Gilligan (T) (R) 2.50 (T) 3.30 Skin A&E (T) (R) Prejudice and Pride: The 
11.50 Freeze: Skating on the Edge 12.45 Eden: Untamed Planet (T) 12.05 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Loose The Simpsons (T) (R) 3.15 4.20 Now That's Funny! (T) People's History of LGBTQ 

(T) (R) Documentary. (R) 1.35 The Great British Women (T) (R) 3.50 Unwind Spreadsheet (T) (R) 4.05 (R) 5.10 House Doctor (T) (R) Britain (T) (R) 2.20 Nature's 
12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead Sewing Bee (T) (R) 2.35 With ITV (T) 5.05 Ainsley's Sarah Beeny's New Life in 5.35 Peppa Pig (T) (R) 5.40 Turtle Nursery: Inside the 

(T) 12.45 News (T) This Is BBC Two (T) Food We Love (T) (R) the Country (T) (R) Paw Patrol (T) (R) Nest (T) (R) 
Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : 11.20 Hypothetical : Film4 : The Flash 9.0 DC’s : Jackson 11.0 ZZ Top: Radio 3 to Jacinta Tan about PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping : (2/6) 1.30 New Creative 
7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 : 12.20 QI XL 1.20 Live at : 11.0am ME Border : Legends of Tomorrow ; Music Icons 11.30 Video 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 eating disorders. (3/6) : Forecast 5.57 Weather : Dramas (2/5) 2.0 Jaws 
The Catch Up 8.0 : the Apollo 2.30 Room > River (1954) 12.40 : 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 : Killed the Radio Star Essential Classics 12.0 9.30 One to One. Neil : 6.0 News 6.30 Daphne =: By Peter Benchley (2/10) 
Hungry for It 9.0 : 1013.0 This Country © atari! (1962) : NCIS: Los Angeles 1.0 : 12.0 The Prince’s Master | Composer of the Week: Gaiman and Felicity : Sounds Expensive (4/4) : 2.15 Dombey and Son 
Defending DiggaD10.0 : 3.25 This Country 4.0 : 3.50 GMM The Long : Hawaii Five-O 2.0 : Crafters: The Next Holmes and Duparc (R) Hannah discuss the : (R) 7.0 The Archers (2/20) 2.30 Camel 
Conversations With : Teleshopping : Ships (1963) 6.25 : S.W.A.T3.0 DC's Legends : Generation 1.0 Tales of 1.0 Lunchtime Concert. thrill of fear. (3/6)9.45 : 7.15 Front Row 8.0 : Train 3.0 Sir Arthur 
Friends 10.30 Obsessed: : GWOnly the Brave : of Tomorrow 4.0 The : the Unexpected 1.30 Performances from the (LW) Daily Service9.45 : Fileon4(5/10) 8.40 : Conan Doyle: Rodney 
With ... Conversations : E4 : (2017) 9.0 IGImBlack : Flash 5.0 Supergirl : Tales of the Unexpected 17th Chopin and his (FM) Book of the Week: In Touch 9.0 All in the : Stone (4/4) 4.0 The 
With Friends 11.0 People : 6.0amHollyoaks6.30  : Rain (1989) 11.25 : 6.0 Stargate SG-1 7.0 : 2.0 Tarzan: The Man Europe International Iconoclasm. By David Mind (7/10) 9.30 The : 3rd Degree (1/6) 4.30 
Just Do Nothing 11.30 : Hollyoaks 7.0 Melissa : (Gy What Men : Stargate SG-1 8.0 : Behind the Legend 3.0 music festival in 2021. Freedberg. (2/5) 10.0 : Life Scientific (R) 9.59  : Chambers (3/5) 5.0 
People Just DoNothing : & Joey 7.30 Melissa : Want (2019) 1.35 : The Flash 9.0 Strike : Van Gogh & Japan 4.0 2.0 Afternoon Concert. Woman's Hour 11.0 Lives : Weather10.0 The World : Ayres on the Air (1/6) 
12.0 Press X toContinue : & Joey 8.0 Black-ish : GEmbrace of the : Back: Silent War 10.0 : Tales of the Unexpected The BBC Scottish in Care. Tony Simpson : Tonight 10.45 Book at : 5.30 Daphne Sounds 
12.10 Hungry for It110 : 8.30Black-ish9.0The =: Serpent (2015) : S.W.AT11.0 The Force: — : 5.0 Discovering: Nicolas Symphony Orchestra and five young people : Bedtime: Mr Wilder and =: Expensive (3/4) 6.0 
Conversations With : Neighborhood9.30The : — ————— North East 12.0 The : Cage 6.0 Portrait Artist plays Haydn’s Symphony compare experiences Me. By Jonathan Coe. : Methuselah’s Children 
Friends 1.40 Obsessed : Neighborhood10.0The : ITV2 : Flight Attendant 1.0 : of the Year 2019 7.0 No 82 ‘Bear’ and Cello of being taken into : (7/10) 11.0 Fortunately. : (1/6) 6.30 Soul Music 
With ... Conversations : Big Bang Theory10.30 : 6.0am You've Been : The Blacklist 2.0 Brit : Oscar Peterson: Black Concerto No 2. 5.0 In care. (1/3) 11.30 Black : WithwriterLauraBates =: (1/4) 7.0 The Goon Show 
With Friends 2.10 : The Big Bang Theory : Framed! Gold 6.30 Love : Cops: Rapid Response : + White 9.0 Tune. With folk duo Roots. Rhiannon Giddens : atthe Hay festival.11.30 : 7.30 King Street Junior 
Defending DiggaD 3.10 = 11.0 The Goldbergs : Bites 7.30 The Ellen : 3.0 Hawaii Five-0 4.0 : 1 Am Alfred Hitchcock Bryony Griffith and explores Nashville. : Today in Parliament : (5/8) 8.0 Dixon of Dock 
Conversations With : 11.30 The Goldbergs : DeGeneres Show 8.25 : S.W.A.T 5.0 Highway : (2021) 10.45 The Alice Jones. 7.0 In (3/3) 12.0 News 12.01 : 12.0 News 12.30 : Green (2/6) 8.30 New 
Friends 3.40 Press X : 12.0 Brooklyn Nine-Nine : You've Been Framed! i Cops 5.30 Highway Cops ; History of Comedy Tune Mixtape 7.30 In (LW) Shipping Forecast: Iconoclasm (R) 12.48 : Creative Dramas (2/5) 
to Continue : 12.30 Brooklyn Nine- : Gold 9.20 Hart of : : 11.45 Cheltenham Concert. From Truro’s 12.04 Call You and Yours : Shipping Forecast 1.0 : 9.0 The University of 

: Nine 1.0 The Big Bang : Dixie 10.15 One Tree ‘ Sky Arts : Literature Festival 2021 Hall for Cornwall, Angus 12.57 Weather 1.0The =: As World Service 5.20 : the Air 10.0 Comedy 

Dave : Theory 1.30 The Big : Hill 11.10 The 0C 12.0 > 6.0am Gy The : 12.45 Voices of Ireland Webster conducts the World at One 1.45 The : Shipping Forecast 5.30 =: Club: Daphne Sounds 
6.0am Teleshopping : Bang Theory 2.0 The > Love Bites 1.05 Dressto : Conductor(2021)8.0 : 2-0 Ted Danson: Off BBC National Orchestra Climate Tipping Points. : News5.43 Prayer forthe : Expensive (3/4) 10.30 
7.0 The Joy of Techs : Big Bang Theory 2.30 : Impress2.05The Ellen =: Great Film Composers: : Camera 3.15 Why Do We of Wales in Vaughan The slowdown in the : Day 5.45 Farming Today =: Mark Steel’s in Town 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar : The Big Bang Theory 3.0  : DeGeneres Show 3.0 : The Music of the : Dance? 4.30 Auction: Williams’s Fantasia on rate at which water : 5.58 Tweet oftheDay : (3/6) 11.0 What Does the 
Customiser 8.0 Border : TheNeighborhood4.0 =: Hart of Dixie 4.0 One : Movies 9.0 Tales ofthe : David Gilmour Special a theme of Thomas circulatesbetweenthe : _ ——s::s«&K Stand for? (4/6) 11.30 
Force: America’s : Brooklyn Nine-Nine 4.30 : TreeHill5.0TheOC6.0 : Unexpected9.30Tales  : 5.0 Auction 5.30 Auction | Tallis, Dvorak’'s The ocean’s surface and : Radio 4 Extra : I’ve Never Seen Star Wars 
Gatekeepers 9.0 Storage : Brooklyn Nine-Nine5.0 : Celebrity Catchphrase : ofthe Unexpected 10.0 © ————________ | Water Goblin, Op 107, depths. (2/5) 2.0 The : 6.0am Dixon of Dock : (2/6) 12.0 Methuselah’s 
Hunters UK 10.0 Sin City : The Big Bang Theory > 7.0 All American 8.0 : Discovering: Samuel L : Sky Atlantic Graham Fitkin’s Metal Archers (R) 2.15 Pica > Green (2/6) 6.30 New > Children (1/6) 12.30 
Motors 11.0 Red Bull : 5.30 The Big Bang : Superstore 8.30 : : 6.0am Fish Town 10.0 and Elgar’s Enigma Drama, by Emilie Robson. : Creative Dramas (2/5) : Soul Music (1/4) 1.0 
Soapbox Race12.0Cop : Theory6.0The Big Bang : Superstore 9.0 Love > The Affair 12.15 The Variations, Op 36. 10.0 3.0 Short Cuts. An : 7.0 Ayres on the Air : Dixon of Dock Green 
Car Workshop 1.0 Special : Theory 6.30 The Big : Island 10.05 Celebrity : Wire 1.20 The Wire Free Thinking. The invocation for creating : (1/6) 7.30 Daphne : (2/6) 1.30 New Creative 
Ops: Crime Squad UK 2.0 : Bang Theory 7.0 Below > Karaoke Club 11.05 : 2.30 Game of Thrones books shortlisted forthe : newlife. (3/8)3.30A : Sounds Expensive (3/4) : Dramas (2/5) 2.0 Jaws 
World's Most Dangerous : Deck 8.0 Below Deck : Family Guy 11.30 Family : 3.30 The Affair 4.35 Wolfson prize. 10.45 The : Thorough Examination : 8.0 The Goon Show : By Peter Benchley (2/10) 
Roads 3.0 Rick Stein’s : 9.0 Celebrity Gogglebox : Guy 12.0 American Dad! : The Affair 5.40 The Essay: Islands. A visit With Drs Chris and : 8.30 King Street Junior : 2.15 Dombey and Son 
Secret France 4.0 Top : 10.0 Gogglebox 11.05 : 12.30 American Dad! : Wire 6.50 The Wire to Jura. (R) 11.0 Night Xand. The dangers of : (5/8) 9.0 The News Quiz : (2/20) 2.30 Camel 
Gear 5.0 Rick Stein's : Naked Attraction12.10 =: 12.55 Superstore 1.25 : 8.0 Game of Thrones Tracks 12.30 Through ultra-processed food. : (7/8) 9.30 Chambers : Train 3.0 Sir Arthur 
Road to Mexico 6.0 > Naked Attraction 1.15 : Superstore 1.55 The 9.0 We Own This City the Night (2/7) 4.0 The Hidden > (3/5) 10.0 Sir Arthur : Conan Doyle: Rodney 
Taskmaster 7.0 Richard : First Dates 2.20 Below : Emily Atack Show 2.35 10.05 The King 11.05 History of the Front Door. : Conan Doyle: Rodney : Stone (4/4) 4.0 The 
Osman’s House of Games _: Deck 3.10 Below Deck : Unwind With ITV Das Boot 12.10 Big Love Radio 4 Rachel Hurdley reveals : Stone (4/4) 11.0 The : 3rd Degree (1/6) 4.30 
7.40 Room 1018.20QI : 4.0 Ramsay’s Kitchen : ae / ’ : 1.20 Big Love 2.25 Big 6.0am Today 8.31 (LW) how tointerpretafront : University of the Air12.0 : Chambers (3/5) 5.0 
XL 9.0 QI XL10.0 Pride : Nightmares USA 4.50 ; Sky Max : Hungry for It > Love 3.30 In Treatment Yesterday in Parliament door. 4.30 A Good Read. : The Goon Show 12.30 : Ayres on the Air (1/6) 
Live at the Apollo10.40 : The Goldbergs 5.15 : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 : 4.0 Fish Town 5.0 9.0 The Life Scientific. With Omid Djalili and : King Street Junior (5/8) : 5.30 Daphne Sounds 
Pride Live at the Apollo : The Goldbergs : 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 BBC Three ® : Fish Town Jim Al-Khalili talks Nikita Lalwani. (1/8) 5.0 : 1.0 DixonofDockGreen : Expensive (3/4) 
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The Great British 
Sewing Bee, BBC One ii 
BBCOne BBC Two ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Money for Nothing (T) (R) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 Dirty Rotten 7:15 Garden Rescue (T) (R) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Scammers (T) 10.45 Rip Off 8.0 DIY SOS: The Big Build Morning (T) 12.30 Loose King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 & Scammers: At War With 
Britain: Holidays (T) 11.15 (T) (R) 9.0 News 11.15 Politics Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier the Law (T) (R) 110 News 
Homes Under the Hammer Live (T) 1.0 Ready Steady Weather (T) 1.55 Local (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) (T) 115 Home and Away (T) 
(T) (R) 12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) Cook (T) (R) 1.45 Eggheads News and Weather (T) 2.0 10.30 Undercover Boss USA 1.45 Neighbours (T) 2.15 
(R) 1.0 News and Weather (T) (R) 2.15 Mastermind (T) Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (R) (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 GM Body of Evidence: 


(T) 1.30 Regional News and 
Weather (T) 1.45 Doctors (T) 


(R) 2.45 Paul Hollywood's Big 
Continental Road Trip (T) (R) 


2.15 Money for Nothing (T) 3.45 Pizza Boys (T) (R) 4.15 
3.0 Escape to the Country This Farming Life (T) (R) 5.15 
(T) (R) 3.45 Garden Rescue Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Richard 
(T) 4.30 Antiques Road Trip Osman's House of Games 

(T) (R) 5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 (T) (R) 6.30 The Farmers’ 
News and Weather (T) 6.30 Country Showdown (T) 7.0 
Regional News and Weather Nadiya's Time to Eat (T) (R) 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) 7.30 Between the Covers (T) 
7.30 EastEnders (T) 


8.0 The Repair Shop (T) The 
team restore a wooden 
ride-on rocking motorbike 
and a fragile autograph book. 

9.0 TheGreat British Sewing 
Bee (T) It's all about undies 
and sleepwear this week as 
the sewers get to grips with 
fiddly lace bras and knickers 
and turn thermal underwear 
into daywear. 


10.0 News (T) 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 

10.40 Top Gear (T) (R) Freddie 
Flintoff, Chris Harris and 
Paddy McGuinness saddle up 
the team bus for an RV road 


8.0  Springwatch (T) Chris 
Packham and Michaela 
Strachan broadcast live from 
Wild Ken Hill in Norfolk. 

9.0 DNA Family Secrets (T) 
Georgina was conceived 
during a holiday romance 34 
years ago when her mother 
fell for a Portuguese waiter, 
and now she wants to know 
if her father is still alive. 

10.0 Pride Live at the Apollo 

(T) (R) Including sets from 

Desiree Burch and Joe Lycett. 

10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 

11.15 Unspun World With John 
Simpson (T) News review. 


3.0 Tenable for Soccer Aid (T) Couples Come Dine With Me 
3.59 Local News and Weather (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed 
(T) 4.0 Tipping Point (T) (R) Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown: 
5.0 The Chase (T) (R) 6.0 Champion of Champions (T) 
Local News and Weather (T) (R) 3.0 A Place in the Sun 
6.30 News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) 
7.30 Emmerdale (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Me (T) 
5.30 Drawers Off: The Big 
Naked Painting Challenge 
(T) 6.0 Hollyoaks (T) (R) 
7.0 News (T) 
8.0 Coronation Street (T) Aadi 8.0 Location, Location, Location 


stands accused of Summer's 
misdemeanour, and Frank 
offers George an apology. 
9.0 Howto Catcha Cat Killer (T) 9.0 
The story of how members 
of the local community 
came together to help catch 
Steven Bouquet, who killed 
nine cats and violently 
injured seven others. 


miles 


10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 

10.30 Local News (T) Weather 

10.45 Peston (T) Political chat. 

11.40 British Touring Car 
Championship Highlights (T) 
(R) With Steve Rider. 


(T) Kirstie Allsopp and 
Phil Spencer search for 
properties in Leeds. 
George Clarke's Flipping 
Fast (T) Two investors buy 
properties hundreds of 


from home, including 


Zoe, who finds that being so 
far away from her building 
project has consequences. 


The Bridge: Race toa 
Fortune (T) Gameshow. 
11.05 Gogglebox (T) (R) 

12.10 Spreadsheet (T) 1.05 
Ramsay's Kitchen 
Nightmares USA (T) (R) 1.55 


Darrow & Darrow (Mel 
Damski, 2018) (T) 4.0 
Bargain-Loving Brits in the 
Sun (T) 5.0 News (T) 6.0 
Neighbours (T) (R) 6.30 
Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 GPs: 
Behind Closed Doors (T) (R) 
7.55 News (T) 


8.0 Costco: Is It Really Worth It? 
(T) A look at the workings 
of the membership-only 
retailer, examining its 
products. Includes news. 

9.0 AshCloud: The Week 
the World Stopped (T) 
Documentary looking back at 
the unique natural disaster in 
2010, which unleashed chaos 
in Britain and beyond. 


10.30 Rose West: Making of a 
Monster (T) (R) 

11.50 Casualty 24/7: Every Second 
Counts (T) (R) 

12.50 Adults Only: Plus Size Porn 
(T) (R) 1.40 The Live Casino 


7.0 The Pembrokeshire Coast: 
AWild Year (T) (R) Following 
12 months of rural life in 
south-west Wales. 


8.0 TheStory of Welsh Art (T) 
(R) How Wales captivated 
artists such as Richard 
Wilson and JMW Turner. 

9.0 Thatcher: A Very British 
Revolution (T) (R) The story 
of the politician, as told 
by members of her inner 
circle, who reveal how a 
political outsider came to 
dominate the 1980s. 

10.0 The Falklands Play (T) (R) 

Controversial, once-banned 

drama by lan Curteis. 

11.30 The Falklands Play Row (R) 

12.0 Secret Agent Selection: 
WW2 (T) (R) 1.0 The 


trip across Florida's swampy 11.45 The Chris & Rosie Ramsey 12.55 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 Inside GQ White God (Kornél Show (T) 3.55 Shoplifters & Pembrokeshire Coast: A 

Everglades. Show (T) (R) Animal A&E (T) (R) 3.25 Mundruczo, 2014) 3.55 Scammers: At War With the Wild Year (T) (R) 2.0 The 
11.40 DIY SOS: The Big Build (T) (R) | 12.30 Idris Elba's Fight School (T) Inside Animal A&E (T) (R) Come Dine With Me (T) (R) Law (T) (R) 4.45 Building Story of Welsh Art (T) (R) 
12.40 Weather for the Week Ahead (R) 2.0 Who Do You Think 3.50 Unwind With ITV (T) 4.50 Location, Location, Britain's Canals (T) (R) 5.35 3.0 Thatcher: A Very British 

(T) 12.45 News (T) You Are? (T) (R) 5.05 The Switch (T) (R) Location (T) (R) Peppa Pig (T) (R) Revolution (T) (R) 
Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : News for You2.0Room : 9.0 [GIM§Bohemian : of Tomorrow 4.0 The : Hollywood Couples Radio 3 9.30 Just One Thing : The Media Show (R) 9.59 : New Creative Dramas 
7.0pm Top Gear 7.0 The : 1012.40 This Country Rhapsody (2018) 11.45 Flash 5.0 Supergirl 3.0 Buster Keaton: 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 With Michael Mosley. The : Weather 10.0 The World (3/5) 2.0 Jaws By Peter 
Catch Up 8.0 Glow Up: : 3-10 This Country 3.35 GM The Untouchables 6.0 Stargate SG-17.0 The Genius Crushed By Essential Classics 12.0 benefits of mindfulness: Tonight 10.45 Book Benchley (3/10) 2.15 
Britain’s Next Make-Up : Don’tSaylt, Bringlt4.0 : (1987) 2.05 —GMMESkin —: Stargate SG-18.0 DC's Hollywood 4.0 Tales of Composer of the Week: practice. (7/10) 9.45 : at Bedtime: Mr Wilder : Dombey and Son (3/20) 
Star 9.0 The Instagram: Teleshopping : Trade (2014) : Legends of Tomorrow : the Unexpected 4.30 Holmes and Duparc (R) (LW) Daily Service 9.45 =: and Me. By Jonathan > 2.30 A Thor in One's Side 
Effect 10.0 Everything! : : : 9.0 The Blacklist 10.0 : Tales of the Unexpected 1.0 Lunchtime Concert. (FM) Book of the Week: : Coe. (8/10) 11.0 Sunil : 3.0 The Fortune of War 
Know About Love10.45  : E4 : ITV2 : The Midwich Cuckoos : 5.0 Discovering: Jeremy The Belcea Quartet play Iconoclasm. By David : Patel: An Idiot's Guide (1/3) 4.0 Booked (4/6) 
RuPaul’s Drag RaceUK =: 6.0am Hollyoaks 7.0 : 6.0am You've Been : 11.15 Resident Alien : Irons 6.0 Portrait Artist Szymanowski, pianist Freedberg. (3/5) 10.0 : toCryptocurrency.The : 4.30 The Attractive 
11.50 RuPaul’s Drag : Melissa & Joey 8.0 : Framed! Gold 6.30 Love : 12.I5NCIS:LosAngeles : of the Year 2019 7.0 Yulianna Avdeeva plays Woman’s Hour 11.0 : comedian creates his : Young Rabbi (1/4) 5.0 
Race UK 12.55 Glow Up: : Black-ish 9.0 The : Bites 7.30 The Ellen : 1.15 Road Wars 2.10 if 8 Landscape Artist of Mieczystaw Weinberg, Clipped Wings (R) 11.30 : owncryptocurrency: > Cooking in a Bedsitter 
Britain’s Next Make-Up —: Neighborhood10.0The : DeGeneres Show 8.25 : Road Wars 3.05 Hawaii : the Year 2015 8.0 The and pianist Alexander Lady Killers With Lucy : SunilBux. (4/4) 11.15 : (1/4) 5.30 Heresy 
Star 1.55 Conversations : Big Bang Theory 11.0 You've Been Framed! Five-O 4.05 S.W.A.T Prince's Master Crafters: Melnikov plays Berlioz. |: Worsley. The story of : Rosie Jones: Box Ticker (2/6) 6.0 Methuselah’s 
With Friends 2.25 : The Goldbergs 12.0 No Limits! 9.20 Hart 5.0 Highway Cops 5.30 The Next Generation 9.0 2.0 Afternoon Concert. : the murderess Esther : Too (R) 11.30 Today in Children (2/6) 6.30 
Conversations : Brooklyn Nine-Nine1.0 : of Dixie1015OneTree : Highway Cops Comedy Legends 10.0 Thomas Dausgaard > Lack. (7/8) 12.0 News Parliament 12.0 News > How Tickled Am I? (6/6) 
With Friends 2.55 : The Big Bang Theory 3.0 : Hill 11.10 The OC 12.0 ; The Sixties 11.0 Guy conducts the BBC SSO : 12.01 (LW) Shipping : and Weather 12.30 : 7.0 Hancock's Half 
Conversations With : The Neighborhood 4.0 : LoveBites1.05Dressto : Sky Arts Garvey: From the Vaults in Nielsen's ’Simple ! Forecast12.04 Youand =: Iconoclasm (R) 12.48 > Hour (18/20) 7.30 If 
Friends 3.25 Hot Cakes: Brooklyn Nine-Nine 5.0 Impress 2.05 The Ellen 6.0am André Rieu: 12.0 Classic Literature Symphony’. Plus, music : Yours 12.57 Weather : Shipping Forecast 1.0 You're So Clever, Why 

: The Big Bang Theory DeGeneres Show 3.0 Falling in Love - Live & Cinema 1.0 Margaret by Vivaldi and John : 1.0 The World at One : As World Service 5.20 Aren’t You Rich? (4/4) 

Dave : 7.0 Hollyoaks 7.30 : Hart of Dixie 4.0 One in Maastricht 2016 : Atwood: A Word After Williams. 4.0 Choral : 1.45 The Climate : Shipping Forecast 5.30  : 8.0 Dixon of Dock 
6.0am Teleshopping : Brooklyn Nine-Nine8.0 : Tree Hill5.0TheOC6.0 : 9.0 Tales of the a Word After a Word Is Evensong 5.0 In Tune. : Tipping Points. Justin : News 5.43 Prayer forthe : Green (3/6) 8.30 New 
7.0 The Joy of Techs : Goodbye Brooklyn : Celebrity Catchphrase : Unexpected 9.30 Tales : Power 3.0 The Warner With Lada Valesova > Rowlatt contemplates > Day 5.45 Farming Today : Creative Dramas (3/5) 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar : Nine-Nine 10.0 Killing 7.0 All American 8.0 : of the Unexpected10.0 : $494.0 The South | and Lucy Anderson. : the prospects ofamuch : 5.58 Tweet of the Day : 9,0 Michael Palin’s Radio 
Customiser 8.0 Border : It10.40 Killing It 11.20 Superstore 8.30 Discovering: Nicolas : Bank Show 5.0 Auction 7.0 In Tune Mixtape : hotter world. (3/5)2.00 : SCS ::s Adventures (1/3) 10.0 
Force: America’s : Derry Girls 11.55 Naked : Superstore 9.0 Love : Cage 11.0 Foreigner: : 5.30 Auction 7.30 In Concert. Live The Archers 2.15 The : Radio 4 Extra : Comedy Club: Heresy 
Gatekeepers 9.0 Storage : Attraction1.0 Gogglebox : Island 10.05 Celebrity : Music Icons 11.30 Video =: —W—-—________ | from the Royal Festival UN. Political drama, by : 6.0am Dixon of Dock : (2/6) 10.30 Flight of the 
Hunters UK 9.30 : 2.05 Brooklyn Nine-Nine : Karaoke Club 11.05 : Killed the Radio Star : Sky Atlantic Hall, Santtu-Matias Guy Hibbert, starring : Green (3/6) 6.30 : Conchords (1/6) 11.0 All 
Storage Hunters UK : 2.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine : Family Guy 11.35 Family : 12.0 Peter Blake: Pop : 6.0am Richard E Grant’s Rouvali conducts the : Jason Isaacs. (1/2) (R) : New Creative Dramas : the World’s a Globe (4/8) 
10.0 James May’s Cars : 2.55 Killing It 3.30 Guy 12.05 American Art Life 1.0 Tales of the Hotel Secrets 9.45 The Philharmonia Orchestra : 3.0 Money Box Live : (3/5) 7.0 Cooking 11.15 The Goldfish Bowl 
of the People 11.0 Red : Killing It 4.0 Derry Girls =: Dad! 12.30 American : Unexpected 1.30 Tales : Affair 10.55 The Affair and Chorus, soprano Mari : 3.30AllintheMind(R) : ina Bedsitter (1/4) : (4/8) 11.30 King Cutler 
Bull Soapbox Race12.0 : 4.30 Ramsay’s Kitchen : Dad! 1.0 Superstore : of the Unexpected 2.0 > 12.0 The Wire 1.05 Eriksmoen and mezzo : 4,0 Thinking Allowed : 7.30 Heresy (2/6) 8.0 > (5/6) 12.0 Methuselah’s 
Cop Car Workshop 1.0 : Nightmares USA 5.20 : 1.25 Superstore 1.55 : : The Wire 2.10 Game Jennifer Johnston in : (10/11) 4.30 The Media: Hancock’s Half Hour : Children (2/6) 12.30 
Border Force: America’s : The Goldbergs : Hey Tracey! 2.40 of Thrones 3.10 The Mahler Symphony No2in : Show5.0PM5.54(LW) : (18/20) 8.30 If You're How Tickled Am I? (6/6) 
Gatekeepers 2.0 World's : Unwind With ITV 3.0 Affair 4.35 The Affair C minor, ‘Resurrection’. : Shipping Forecast5.57  : So Clever, Why Aren’t 1.0 Dixon of Dock Green 
Most Dangerous Roads : Film4 Teleshopping 5.45 The Wire 6.50 10.0 Free Thinking. The Weather 6.0 News 6.30 =: You Rich? (4/4) 9.0 : (3/6) 1.30 New Creative 
3.0 Rick Stein’s Road : 11.0am [The : The Wire 8.0 Game of impact of the play The > Heresy. With Richard : Booked (4/6) 9.30 : Dramas (3/5) 2.0 Jaws 
to Mexico 4.0 TopGear Black Shield of : Sky Max Thrones 9.0 Save Me Cheviot, the Stag andthe : Herring, Phil Wang : The Attractive Young : By Peter Benchley (3/10) 
5.0 Rick Stein's Roadto =: Falworth (1954) : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 10.0 We Own This City Black, Black Oil. 10.45 and Matthew Norman. > Rabbi (1/4) 10.0 The : 2.15 Dombey and Son 
Mexico 6.0 Taskmaster : 1.0 [@MDetective 7.0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 11.05 Generation Kill The Essay: Islands (R) : (3/6) 7.0 The Archers : Fortune of War (1/3) (3/20) 2.30 A Thor 
7.0 Richard Osman’s : Story (1951) 3.05 The Flash 9.0 DC's 12.15 ZeroZeroZero 1.30 11.0 Night Tracks 12.30 : 7.15 Front Row 8.0 > 11.0 Michael Palin’s in One's Side 3.0 The 
House of Games 7.40 : GW Winchester 73 : Legends of Tomorrow : Six Feet Under 2.35 Through the Night : The Moral Maze (3/10) : Radio Adventures (1/3) : Fortune of War (1/3) 4.0 
Room 101 8.20 QI > (1950) 4.55 Gy The : 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 : Six Feet Under 3.40 In C845 Just One Thing : 12.0 Hancock's Half Hour : Booked (4/6) 4.30 The 
XL 9.0 QI XL10.0 : Hound of the Baskervilles : NCIS: Los Angeles 12.0 : Treatment 4.10 Richard Radio 4 : With Michael Mosley : (18/20) 12.30 If You’re : Attractive Young Rabbi 
Hypothetical 11.0 Live > (1959) 6.40 Gi The NCIS: Los Angeles 1.0 E Grant's Hotel Secrets 6.0am Today 8.31 (LW) (R) 9.0 A Thorough : So Clever, Why Aren't You (1/4) 5.0 Cooking ina 
at the Apollo 12.0 QI XL: Second Best Exotic : Hawaii Five-0 2.0 : 5 i : 5,0 Richard E Grant's Yesterday in Parliament Examination With Drs : Rich? (4/4) 1.0 Dixonof : Bedsitter (1/4) 5.30 
1.0 Have | Got aBit More : Marigold Hotel (2015) : SW.A.13.0DC’s Legends : Nine-Nine, E4 : Hotel Secrets 9.0 More Or Less (3/6) Chris and Xand (R) 9.30 : Dock Green (3/6) 1.30 : Heresy (2/6) 


Thursday 


Who Do You Think 
You Are?, BBC One 

BBC One BBCTwo ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 

6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Money for Nothing (T) (R) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 Dirty Rotten 7.15 Garden Rescue (T) (R) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Scammers (T) 10.45 Rip Off 8.0 Gardeners’ World (T) (R) Morning (T) 12.30 Loose King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 & Scammers: At War With 
Britain: Holidays (T) (R) 11.15 9.0 News (T) 12.15 Politics Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier the Law (T) (R) 1.10 News 
Homes Under the Hammer Live (T) 1.0 Best Bakes Ever Weather (T) 1.55 Local (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) (T) 1.15 Home and Away 
(T) 12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) (T) (R) 1.45 Eggheads (T) News and Weather (T) 2.0 10.30 Undercover Boss USA (T) 1.45 Neighbours (T) 

(R) 1.0 News and Weather (R) 2.15 Mastermind (T) (R) Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 2.15 IME vil Stepmother 

(T) 1.30 Regional News and 2.45 Paul Hollywood's Big (R) 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 Couples Come Dine With Me (Michelle Ouellet, 2021) (T) 

Weather (T) 1.45 Doctors (T) Continental Road Trip (T) (R) News and Weather (T) 4.0 (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits in 

2.15 Money for Nothing (T) 3.45 Pizza Boys (T) (R) 4.15 Tipping Point for Soccer Aid Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown the Sun (T) (R) 5.0 News (T) 

3.0 Escape to the Country This Farming Life (T) (R) 5.15 (T) 5.0 The Chase (T) (R) 6.0 (T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 6.30 

(T) (R) 3.45 Garden Rescue Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Richard Local News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 Premier 

(T) 4.30 Antiques Road Trip Osman's House of Games 6.30 News and Weather (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Me (T) Inn: Britain's Biggest Budget 

(T) (R) 5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 (T) (R) 6.30 The Farmers’ 7.30 Emmerdale (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The Big Hotel (T) (R) 7.55 News (T) 

News and Weather (T) 6.30 Country Showdown (T) Naked Painting Challenge 7.0 The Fens: A Wild Year (T) (R) 
Regional News and Weather (R) 7.0 Celebrity Antiques (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) The ancient wetlands and 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) Road Trip (T) (R) (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) fertile farmland that make up 
7.30 EastEnders (T) 7.0 News (T) the fens of East Anglia. 

8.0 Eat Well for Less? (T) Jordan 8.0 Springwatch (T) An insight 8.30 Tonight: Who Rules Britain's 8.0 Sarah Beeny's Little House, 8.0 Phone Scams: Don't Get 8.0 Hollywood Greats: Judy 
Banjo and Chris Bavin help a into the family dynamics of Roads? (T) Geraint Vincent Big Plans (T) New series. Caught Out! (T) Alexis Garland (T) (R) Jonathan 
family with different tastes long-tailed tits in spring and investigates changes to the The presenter visits small Conran investigates the Ross explores the life of the 
come together at mealtimes. a look behind the scenes Highway Code that give homes across the UK whose new scourge of fake text popular actor and singer. 

9.0 WhoDo You Think You Are? in Norfolk, showing the priority to pedestrians, owners have elaborate plans and WhatsApp cowboys. 8.40 Musicals: Talking Pictures 
(T) Richard Osman traces his workings of nest cameras. horse-riders and cyclists. for expansion. Includes news update. (T) (R) A look at the 
ancestry, discovering how his 9.0 Bradford on Duty (T) New 9.0 Million Pound Pawn (T) 9.0 Taskmaster (T) Greg Davies 9.0 Casualty 24/7: Every Second Hollywood musical. 
four-times great-grandfather series. Cameras follow the New series. Return of the judges Bridget Christie's Counts (T) A key member of 9.0 [Judy (Rupert Goold, 
became entangled in one of people dedicated to making documentary about Luxury research into Welsh royalty staff calls in sick at the last 2019) (T) (R) Biopic of 
Brighton's most notorious their city a better place, pawnbrokers on the Costa and Judi Love poking a shoe minute, so Sister Rachael has Judy Garland, starring 
murder trials. including frontline workers. Del Sol in Spain. from under a curtain. to manage a department. Renée Zellweger. 

10.0 News (T) 10.0 Mock the Week (T) (R) 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 Big Boys (T) Double bill. Jack | 10.0 Ambulance: Code Red (T) (R) 10.50 MBA Star Is Born (George 

10.30 Regional News (T) Weather With panellists Hugh Dennis, 10.30 Local News (T) Weather attempts to lose his V-plates. | 11.05 Depp vs Heard (T) (R) Cukor, 1954) (T) (R) A movie 

10.40 Question Time (T) Fiona Maisie Adam, Angela Barnes, 10.45 The Cube for Soccer Aid (T) 11.05 Uefa Nations League 12.35 Skin A&E (T) (R) 1.25 The Live star with a drinking problem 


Bruce chairs the topical 
debate from Dorking, Surrey. 
11.40 Newscast (T) A weekly 
roundup from Westminster, 
featuring serious analysis and 
light-hearted gossip. 


Ed Byrne, Milton Jones and 
Kae Kurd. 


10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 


11.15 


DNA Family Secrets (T) (R) 


12.15 Yorkshire Midwives on Call 


(T) (R) 1.15 Britain's Top 


(R) A charity edition. 

11.55 All Elite Wrestling: 
Rampage (T) 

12.40 Shop: Ideal World 3.0 
Tipping Point for Soccer Aid 
(T) (R) 3.50 Unwind With ITV 


Magazine Show (T) 


11.40 24 Hours in A&E (T) (R) 
12.40 Hunted (R) 1.35 Hunted (R) 


2.30 GMM Tully (2018) (T) 
4.05 Come Dine With Me 
(R) 5.0 Location, Location, 


Casino Show (T) 3.35 Tractor 
World: Full Throttle (T) (R) 
4.25 Building Britain's Canals 
(T) (R) 5.10 House Doctor 

(T) (R) 5.35 Peppa Pig (T) 

(R) 5.40 Paw Patrol (T) (R) 


1.40 


falls in Love with an aspiring 
singer, but as her career 
blossoms, his falls into ruin. 
Musical drama, starring Judy 
Garland and James Mason. 
The Fens: A Wild Year (T) 


12.10 Weather for the Week Ahead Takeaways (T) (R) 2.15 This (T) 5.05 Garraway's Good Location (R) 5.50 Kirstie's 5.50 Milkshake! Monkey's (R) 2.40 Hollywood Greats: 
(T) 12.15 News (T) Is BBC Two (T) Stuff (T) (R) House of Craft (R) Amazing Adventures (T) (R) Judy Garland (T) (R) 

Other channels Radio 
BBC Three : E4 : DeGeneres Show 8.25 : to Jurassic World 12.0 : Tales of the Unexpected Radio3 (LW) Daily Service : Line. Business reports : New Creative Dramas 
7.0pm Athletics : 6.0am Hollyoaks6.30 : You've BeenFramed!& —: The Rising1.0The Flash : 5.0 Discovering: Emma 6.30am Breakfast 9.0 9.45 (FM) Book ofthe : withEvanDavis.(1/8)  : (4/5) 2.0 Jaws By Peter 
Diamond League: Rome : Hollyoaks 7.30 Melissa: Famous 9.20 Hart of : 2.0 Brit Cops: Rapid : Thompson 6.0 Portrait Essential Classics 12.0 Week: Iconoclasm. By : 9.0 Inside Science (R) : Benchley (4/10) 2.15 
7.0 The Catch Up 9.0 : & Joey 8.0 Black-ish 9.0 : Dixie 10.15 One Tree : Response 3.0 Hawaii : Artist of the Year 2019 Composer of the Week: David Freedberg. (4/5) : 9.30InOurTime9.59 =: Dombeyand Son (4/20) 
Thirteen 10.0 PRU10.25 : TheNeighborhood10.0 : Hill 11.10 The OC 12.0 : Five-O 4.0SW.AT5.0 — : 7.0 The Prince's Master Holmes and Duparc (R) 10.0 Woman's Hour : Weather 10.0 The : 2.30 Wittgenstein’s 
Man Like Mobeen10.50 : The Big Bang Theory : Love Bites 1.05 Dressto : Highway Cops 5.30 : Crafters: The Next 1.0 Lunchtime Concert. 11.0 From Our Own World Tonight 10.45 : Jet 3.0 The Fortune 
Man Like Mobeen 11.15 : 11.0 The Goldbergs 12.0 : !mpress 2.05 The Ellen : Highway Cops : Generation 8.0 Classic Yulianna Avdeeva Correspondent (3/9) : Book at Bedtime: Mr : of War (2/3) 4.0 The 
Hungry for It12.15 PRU: BrooklynNine-Nine1.0 : DeGeneres Show 3.0 ; —____: Literature & Cinema 9.0 plays Rachmaninov's 11.30 Fairy Meadow. : Wilder and Me. By : Personality Test (4/6) 
12.40 Dubai Hustle 110 : The Big Bang Theory3.0 : Hart of Dixie 4.0 One : Sky Arts : Discovering: Peter Sellers | piano Sonata No 2 and Jon Kay investigates the : Jonathan Coe. (9/10) : 4.30 Tomorrow, Today! 
Hot Cakes 1.40 Glow Up: : TheNeighborhood 4.0  : Tree Hill 5.0TheOC6.0 = 6.OamSirSimon Rattle: : 10.0 Comedy Legends Chopin’s Nocturne disappearance of three- : 11.0 Bridget Christie’s : (5/6) 5.0 Bad Salsa 
Britain's Next Make-Up Brooklyn Nine-Nine5.0_— : Celebrity Catchphrase : Beethoven Symphonies =: 11.0 The Nightmare No 20 inC sharp minor. year-old CherylGrimmer : Utopia (R) 11.30 Today (2/2) 5.30 Thanks a Lot, 
Star 2.40 Thirteen3.40 : TheBigBangTheory7.0 : 7-0AllAmerican 8.0 : 7.30 Schumann: The : Worlds of HG Wells 2.0 Afternoon Concert. from an Australian beach : in Parliament 12.0 News Milton Jones! (3/6) 6.0 
Press X to Continue : Hollyoaks 7.30 Brooklyn : Superstore 8.30 : Complete Symphonies : 11.30 The Nightmare The BBC SSO and in 1970. (1/8) 12.0 News : and Weather 12.30 : Methuselah’s Children 

: Nine-Nine 8.0 Below : Superstore 9.0 Love : 9,0 Tales of the : Worlds of HG Wells soprano Miah Persson 12.01 (LW) Shipping > Iconoclasm (R) 12.48 : (3/6) 6.30 Great Lives 
Dave : Deck9,0 Embarrassing : !sland10.05Celebrity = Unexpected 9.30 Tales : 12-0 Reinventing the perform Mahler's Forecast 12.04 Youand : Shipping Forecast 1.0 : 7.0 The Frankie Howerd 
6.0am Teleshopping : Bodies 10.0 Naked : Karaoke Club 11.05 ; : ofthe Unexpected10.0 : Orchestra With Charles Fourth Symphony. Plus, Yours 12.30 Sliced Bread : As World Service 5.20 : Variety Show (2/8) 
7.0 The Joy of Techs : Attraction 11.05 : Family Guy 11.30 Family: piscovering: Jeremy : Hazlewood 1.0 ENO’s the Ulster Orchestra (10/20) 12.57 Weather: Shipping Forecast5.30 : 7.30 Visiting Julia (2/6) 
7.35 Yianni: Supercar : Gogglebox 12.10 First : Guy 12.0 American : Irons 11.0 Patti Smith: : Drive & Live: La Boheme play Mendelssohn. 1.0 The World at One : News 5.43 Prayer for : 8.0 Dixon of Dock 
Customiser 8.0 Border: Dates: Be My Valentine: Dad! 12.30 American : Music Icons 11.30 Video : 2-45 Arts Uncovered 3.0 5.0 In Tune. With ORA 1.45 The Climate Tipping : the Day 5.45 Farming : Green (4/6) 8.30 New 
Force: America’s : 145 Rick and Morty 1.45 : Dad! 12.55 Superstore : Killed the Radio Star : Show Me the Picture: The | singers. 7.0 In Tune Points. The prospect of : Today5.58Tweetofthe : Creative Dramas (4/5) 
Gatekeepers 9.0 Storage : Tuca&Bertie 2.10 Below : 1-25 Superstore 1.55 : 12.0 Royalty Close Up : Story of Jim Marshall5.0 | \yixtape 7.30 In Concert. : anirreversible collapse Day: Sociable Weaver : 9.0 Desert Island Discs 
Hunters UK 9.30 : Deck 3.0 Embarrassing : Hey Tracey! 2.40 : 12.30 Royalty Close : Auction 5.30 Auction Ashley Solomon directs of the west Antarctic (16/120) : Revisited: Royals 9.45 
Storage Hunters UK : Bodies 3.55 Ramsay's : Unwind With ITV 3.0 : Up 1.0 Tales of the : —__________________ | Florilegium at Beverley ice sheet. (4/5) 2.0 The TS EsCDavid Attenborough’s 
10.0 James May's Cars: Kitchen NightmaresUSA : Teleshopping : Unexpected 1.30 Tales =: Sky Atlantic Minster in five works Archers (R) 2.15 Our : Radio 4 Extra : Life Stories 10.0 Thanks 
of the People 11.0 Red : 4.45 The Goldbergs : : of the Unexpected 2.0 : 6.0am Richard E Grant’s by JS Bach as part of Friends in the North. A : 6.0am Dixon of Dock : aLot, Milton Jones! 
Bull Soapbox Race12.0—: : Sky Max : Guy Garvey: From the : Hotel Secrets 8.0 The this year’s Beverley new, 10th episode by : Green (4/6)6.30New =: (3/6)10.30 DMs Are 
Cop Car Workshop 1.0 i Film4 : 6.0am Stargate SG-1 : Vaults 3.0 Leonard : Staircase 9.15 Richard and East Riding Early Adam Usden, bringing : Creative Dramas (4/5) : Open (4/6) 11.0 The 
Border Force: America’s : 11.0am(G@]jThe : 7,0 Stargate SG-1 8.0 : Bernstein By Dame Kiri : E Grant’s Hotel Secrets Music festival. 10.0 Peter Flannery’s story : 7.0 Bad Salsa (2/2) 7.30 : Consultants (4/6) 11.30 
Gatekeepers 2.0 World's : Black Arrow (1948) : The Flash 9.0 DC's : TeKanawa 4.0 Talesof  : 10.05 The Affair 11.30 Free Thinking. Matthew to 2021. (10/10) 3.0 : Thanks a Lot, Milton : Weak at the Top (1/4) 
Most Dangerous Roads > 12.35 Gy Gunsmoke : Legends of Tomorrow : the Unexpected 4.30 : The Affair 12.45 The Sweet looks at street Ramblings. Clare Balding : Jones! (3/6) 8.0 The : 12.0 Methuselah's 
3.0 Rick Stein’s Road : (1953) 210 GMMThis = == 10.0 Supergirl 11.0 ; : Wire 1.50 The Wire 2.55 photography, busking, : enjoysatrekatStMary : FrankieHowerd Variety =: Children (3/6) 12.30 
to Mexico 4.0 Top Gear : Happy Breed (1944) : NCIS: Los Angeles 12.0 > Game of Thrones 3.55 ballads and 19th-century : onthe Isles of Scilly. : Show (2/8) 8.30 Visiting : Great Lives 1.0 Dixon of 
5.0 Rick Stein'sRoadto : 4.35 (GM—§Distant : NCIS: Los Angeles : The Affair 5.40 The London. 10.45 The : (6/6) 3.27 Appeal (R) : Julia (2/6) 9.0 The Dock Green (4/6) 1.30 
Mexico 6.0 Taskmaster : Drums (1951) 6.40 > 1.0 Hawaii Five-0 : Wire 6.50 The Wire 8.0 Essay: Islands. Gaelic 3.30 Bookclub (R) 4.0 Personality Test (4/6) : New Creative Dramas 
7.0 Richard Osman’s > (GM Knight and : 2.0 S.W.A.T 3.0 DC's : Game of Thrones 9.0 songs and dances at Mary Portas: On Style(R) : 9.30 Tomorrow, Today! =: (4/5) 2.0 Jaws By Peter 
House of Games 7.40 : Day (2010) 9.0 : Legends of Tomorrow : The Staircase 10.15 The the southern end of the 4.30 Inside Science5.0 : (5/6)10.0TheFortune : Benchley (4/10) 2.15 
Room 101 8.20 QI XL > (GD Midway (2019) : 4,0 The Flash 5.0 : Time Traveler’s Wife Outer Hebrides. (R) 11.0 PM 5.54 (LW) Shipping : of War(2/3)11.0Desert : Dombey and Son (4/20) 
9.0 QI XL10.0 Late : 11.50 Gi Overlord : Supergirl 6.0 Stargate : 11.20 The Newsroom The Night Tracks Mix Forecast 5.57 Weather : Island Discs Revisited: : 2.30 Wittgenstein’s 
Night Mash 11.0 Have | : (2018) 2.0 IM Top : §G-17.0 Stargate SG-1 : 12.20 The Newsroom 11.30 Unclassified 12.30 6.0 News 6.30 Thanks a Royals 11.45 David > Jet 3.0 The Fortune 
Got a Bit MoreNewsfor : Five(2014) : 8.0 Cricket’s Funniest : 1.25 Six Feet Under 2.30 Through the Night Lot, Milton Jones!. Milton : Attenborough’s Life : of War (2/3) 4.0 The 
You 12.0 QI XL1.0 Havel : : Moments 9.0 The : Six Feet Under 3.35 In makes an exhibition of : Stories 12.0 The Frankie : Personality Test (4/6) 
Got aBit More OldNews : ITV2 : Midwich Cuckoos 10.0 : Treatment 4.05 Richard Radio 4 himself. (4/6) 7.0 The : Howerd Variety Show : 4,30 Tomorrow, Today! 
for You 2.0 Room 101 : 6.0am You've Been : The Flight Attendant : E Grant’s Hotel Secrets 6.0am Today 8.31 (LW) Archers 7.15 Front Row : (2/8) 12.30 Visiting : (5/6) 5.0 Bad Salsa 
2.45 This Country 3.15 : Framed! Gold 6.30 Love : 11.0 Jurassic Greatest om: : 5.0 Richard E Grant's Yesterday in Parliament 8.0 The Briefing Room : Julia (2/6) 1.0 Dixonof : (2/2) 5.30 Thanks a Lot, 
This Country : Bites 7.30 The Ellen : Moments: Jurassic Park Tully, Channel 4 : Hotel Secrets 9.0 In Our Time 9.45 (7/7) 8.30 The Bottom : Dock Green (4/6) 1.30 : Milton Jones! (3/6) 
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Who Wants to Be 
a Millionaire? for 
Soccer Aid, ITV 
BBCOne BBC Two ITV Channel 4 Channel 5 BBC Four 
6.0 Breakfast (T) 9.15 Morning 6.30 Money for Nothing (T) (R) 6.0 Good Morning Britain (T) 6.05 Countdown (T) (R) 6.45 6.0 Milkshake! 9.15 Jeremy 
Live (T) 10.0 Dirty Rotten 7:15 Garden Rescue (T) (R) 9.0 Lorraine (T) 10.0 This Cheers (T) (R) 7.40 The Vine (T) 12.15 Shoplifters 
Scammers (T) 10.45 Rip Off 8.0 Sign Zone: The Repair Morning (T) 12.30 Loose King of Queens (T) (R) 9.0 & Scammers: At War With 
Britain: Holidays (T) (R) 11.15 Shop (T) (R) 9.0 News (T) Women (T) 1.30 News and Frasier (T) (R) 9.30 Frasier the Law (T) (R) 110 News 
Homes Under the Hammer 12.15 Politics UK (T) 1.0 Weather (T) 1.55 Local (T) (R) 10.0 Frasier (T) (R) (T) 1.15 Home and Away 
(T) (R) 12.15 Bargain Hunt (T) GQ Le Mans (Lee H Katzin, News and Weather (T) 2.0 10.30 Undercover Boss USA (T) 1.45 Neighbours (T) 
1.0 News (T) 1.30 Regional 1971) (T) 2.45 Licence to Dickinson's Real Deal (T) (R) (T) (R) 11.25 News (T) 11.30 2.15 (GM Stalked: My 
News and Weather (T) 1.45 Thrill: Paul Hollywood 3.0 Tenable (T) (R) 3.59 Local Couples Come Dine With Me Daughter's Nightmare 
The Repair Shop (T) 2.15 Meets Aston Martin (T) News and Weather (T) 4.0 (T) (R) 12.30 Steph's Packed (Robert Malenfant, 2018) (T) 
Money for Nothing (T) 3.0 (R) 3.45 Pizza Boys (T) (R) Tipping Point (T) (R) 5.0 The Lunch (T) 2.10 Countdown 4.0 Bargain-Loving Brits in 
Escape to the Country (T) 4.15 This Farming Life (T) Chase for Soccer Aid (T) 6.0 (T) 3.0 A Place in the Sun the Sun (T) (R) 5.0 News (T) 
(R) 3.45 Garden Rescue (T) (R) 5.15 Flog It! (T) (R) 6.0 Local News and Weather (T) (T) (R) 4.0 Chateau DIY (T) 6.0 Neighbours (T) (R) 6.30 7.0 Neil Sedaka Says: All You 
4.30 Antiques Road Trip (T) Richard Osman's House 6.30 News and Weather (T) 5.0 Come Dine With Me (T) Eggheads (T) (R) 7.0 The Need Is the Music (T) (R) The 
(R) 5.15 Pointless (T) 6.0 of Games (T) (R) 6.30 The 7.30 Emmerdale (T) 5.30 Drawers Off: The Big Good Life: Brits in France (T) singer performs a selection 
News and Weather (T) 6.30 Farmers’ Country Showdown Naked Painting Challenge 7.55 News (T) of his songs. 7.45 Top of the 
Regional News and Weather (T) (R) 7.0 Cricket: Today at (T) 6.0 The Simpsons (T) Pops: 1980 Big Hits (T) (R) 
(T) 7.0 The One Show (T) the Test (T) (R) 6.30 Hollyoaks (T) (R) Includes Madness, Adam Ant 
7.30 Our Lives (T) 7.0 News (T) and the Pretenders. 
8.0 Question of Sport (T) 8.0 Gardeners’ World (T) 8.0 Coronation Street (T) 8.0 Devonand Cornwall (T) 8.0 World's Most Scenic Railway 8.0 TOTP:1993 (T) (R) With 
Sporting comedy panel show. Monty Don turns his Summer and Aadi are called Wendy and Andy experiment Journeys (T) The latest trip Faith No More, Go West, 
8.30 This Is MY House (T) Home- attention to the containers in for questioning at school. by growing the Mexican fruit heads to Aveiro and Lisbon in Sister Sledge, Snap! 
related quizshow with Judi in the jewel garden. 9.0 WhoWantstoBea tomatillos, while fisherman Portugal. Includes news. featuring Niki Haris, Beloved 
Love, Richard Madeley, Harry | 9.0 MyNamelsLeon(T) In Millionaire? for Soccer Fraser Pugh hopes to expand 9.0 British Planes That Won and East 17. 
Hill and Harriet Kemsley. 1980s Birmingham, a mixed- Aid (T) Quizshow host his business of supplying the War With Rob Bell (T) 9.0 Killing Me Softly: The 
9.0 Would! Lie to You? (T) (R) race boy embarks on a quest Jeremy Clarkson is joined by hand-dived scallops. New series. The engineer Roberta Flack Story (T) (R) 
Rob Brydon hosts. to reunite his family. Feature- comedians Eddie Izzard and 9.0 Celebrity Gogglebox (T) explores how four British- A profile of the American 
9.30 Avoidance (T) New series. length drama, starring Omid Djalili, who search for New series. Well-known built aircraft pioneered a singer, best known for 1970s 
Comedy, starring Romesh Olivia Williams, Christopher the right answers as they try personalities turn their hand new era of flight, starting hits such as The First Time 
Ranganathan. Eccleston and Cole Martin. to win £1m for Unicef. to critiquing the week's TV. with the Sopwith Camel. Ever | Saw Your Face. 
10.0 News (T) 10.30 Newsnight (T) Weather 10.0 News (T) Weather 10.0 The Lateish Show With Mo 10.0 When Films Go Horribly 10.0 Queens of Soul (T) (R) 
10.30 Regional News (T) Weather 11.05 Lucy Worsley Investigates: 10.30 Local News (T) Weather Gilligan (T) With guests Wrong (T) Movie slip-ups. Celebrating female singers. 
10.40 Gi The Accountant (Gavin Princes in the Tower (T) 10.45 Gi The Silence of the Paddy McGuinness and 1.0 TheLive Casino Show (T) 11.0 The Old Grey Whistle Test (R) 
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Ottolenghi 


Ice lollies, sausage rolls, piccalilli 
yoghurt and peaches and cream: these 
are my contributions to all the plates, platters 
and trays of food that are going to be carried 
outdoors, set up on tables and shared with 
friends and neighbours this weekend - and, 
hopefully, over the course of the whole 
summer. There's something so brilliantly 
English and eccentric about hanging out the 
bunting and stopping the traffic. And, of 
course, something so incredible about doing 
the same job for 70 years. Seventy years! 


PROP STYLING: JENNIFER KAY. FOOD ASSISTANT: HOLLY MIDDLETON-JOSEPH. INSET: GETTY IMAGES 


PHOTOGRAPHS: LOUISE HAGGER/THE GUARDIAN. FOOD STYLING: HANNA MILLER. 


Prep 25 min 
Cook 55 min 
Serves 10-12 


3 tbsp olive oil 

3 onions, peeled 
and finely chopped 
(540g) 

Salt and black 
pepper 

6 garlic cloves, 
peeled and crushed 
4 tsp hawaij spice 
(or medium curry 
powder) 

300g piccalilli 
(homemade or 
bought in) 

800g pork 
sausages, casings 
removed and 
discarded (750g) 
50g parsley, finely 
chopped 

25g chives, finely 
chopped 

230g stale white 
bread, crusts cut 
off, the rest roughly 
blitzed into crumbs 
(130g) 

2 ready-rolled all- 
butter puff pastry 
sheets (39cm x 
23cm) 

1egg, beaten 

120g Greek yoghurt 


Pe i [| Cooking 

this? Buy 
ingredients 
EF at Ocado 


Jubilee sausage 
pie with piccalilli 
yoghurt 


This is great to eat by hand, so it’s 
perfect for a street party. The pie 
can be made a day ahead, ready to 
be baked on the day. 


Put a large saute pan on a medium- 
high heat, add the oil, onions and 
half a teaspoon of salt, and cook, 
stirring occasionally, for 20 minutes, 
until softened. Stir in the garlic and 
hawaij, cook, stirring, for three to 
five minutes, then take off the heat. 

Once cool, put the onion mix ina 
large bowl and add 100g piccalilli, 
the sausagemeat, parsley, chives and 
bread. Mix, then set aside. 

Line a large oven tray with baking 
paper and lay one sheet of puff 
pastry on top. Brush half the egg all 
over the pastry, then spread the 
sausage mixture on top, leaving a 
2'4cm border all around the edge. 

Put the second sheet of pastry on 
a piece of greaseproof paper that’s 
slightly larger than it and roll out 
gently to stretch it out by 1cm. Lay 
the pastry on top of the sausage mix, 
pressing down lightly to seal - don’t 
press down at the edges, or it won’t 
puff up and go flaky while baking. 

Brush the top of the pastry with 
the remaining egg, then cut about 
30 x 24cm scores along its whole 
length, to expose the filling. Chill for 
20 minutes, to set the pastry. 

Heat the oven to 220C (200C fan)/ 
gas 7. Bake the pie from cold for 30- 
35 minutes, until deeply golden, then 
remove, carefully transfer to a rack 
(to stop it getting a soggy bottom), 
and leave to cool for at least an hour, 
or longer if possible. 

Meanwhile, make the yoghurt. 
Put the remaining 200g piccalilli in 
a small food processor and blitz 
smooth. Scrape into a bowl and mix 
with the yoghurt and an eighth of 
a teaspoon of salt. 

Cut the pie into squares and serve 
warm or at room temperature with 
the yoghurt on the side. > 
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Peach and tahini 
cream shortcakes 


Prep 15 min 


Chill 30 min+ 


Cook 45 min 
Makes 10 


For the shortcake 
375g plain flour, 
plus extra for 
dusting 

2% tsp baking 
powder 

¥, tsp bicarbonate 
of soda 


For the peaches 
200g golden caster 
sugar 

4 limes - zest finely 
grated, to get 3 tsp, 
then juiced, to get 
75ml 

20g ginger, peeled 
and finely grated 

A pinch of salt 

1kg ripe peaches 
(or apricots or 
strawberries), cut 
into 1cm-thick slices 


3% tsp salt 

60g golden caster For the tahini cream 
sugar 360ml double cream 
175g fridge-cold 75ml tahini 

unsalted butter, cut 2% tbsp golden 

into 1cm cubes caster sugar 

140ml fridge-cold 1 tsp vanilla bean 
buttermilk paste 


140ml fridge-cold 
double cream, plus 
extra for brushing 


2 tsp vanilla bean Scan to 


paste buy these 
1, tbsp demerara ingredients 
sugar at Ocado 


You need really ripe peaches here: if 
you can’t get any, use another fruit 
instead - strawberries and apricots 
both work well. You can poach the 
peaches a day ahead, but they should 
be eaten on the day they’re baked. 


First make the shortcake. Put the 
flour, baking powder, bicarb, salt and 
caster sugar in a food processor and 
pulse once or twice to mix. Add the 
butter, pulse five or six times, until 
it’s broken down into pea-sized 
pieces, then tip into a bowl and set 
aside. (If your kitchen is warm, keep 
the bowl in the fridge so the dough 
stays as cold as possible.) 

In a small bowl, mix the 
buttermilk, double cream and 
vanilla. Make a well in the middle of 
the dough, pour in the cream 
mixture and mix gently with your 
hands until it comes together into a 
shaggy mass. Tip out on toa large 
sheet of greaseproof paper and use 
the paper to help you compress it 
into a rectangle. 


Dust a rolling pin with flour and 
sprinkle some over the dough and 
paper, too. Starting from the centre, 
gently roll the dough into a larger, 
roughly 1cm-thick rectangle. Using a 
sharp knife, cut the dough widthways 
into three equal rectangles, then 
dust with flour and stack, pressing 
them together at the edges to make 
them even. Cut the stack widthways 
in half, then stack the two halves on 
top of each other, so you now have 
a pile of six dough rectangles. 

Lightly roll out the dough again, 
this time to a 2!4cm-thick 20cm x 
10cm rectangle - be gentle, because 
this is a soft dough - then cut into 10 
equal squares. Line a large tray (that 
will fit in your fridge) with baking 
paper, lay the shortcakes on top and 
chill for at least 30 minutes and up to 
an hour (you'll bake them from cold). 

Heat the oven to 200C (180C fan)/ 
gas 6. Meanwhile, poach the peaches. 
Put the sugar, 200ml water, lime 
zest, ginger and salt ina medium 
pan on a high heat, and cook for 
10-15 minutes, until very thick and 
bubbling furiously. Turn down the 
heat to medium, stir in the peaches 
and cook for another minute, until 
soft, but not falling apart. Take off 
the heat, stir in the lime juice, then 
transfer to a bowl and leave to cool. 

Take the shortcake tray out of the 
fridge, brush the tops lightly with 
some of the cream and generously 
sprinkle with demerara sugar. Bake 
for 20 minutes, until golden brown, 
then transfer to a rack to cool. 

Meanwhile, put all the tahini 
cream ingredients in a medium 
bowl, whisk to soft peaks and chill 
until ready to serve. 

Once they’re cooked, carefully cut 
each shortcake in half widthways. 
Spoon some of the peach mix over 
the bottom half of each shortcake, 
dollop on a generous spoonful of 
tahini cream, top with the other 
shortcake halves and serve. 
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Prep 35 min 
Freeze Overnight 
Makes 6 


4 tbsp dried hibiscus 
600g ripe cherries, 
pitted 

4 tbsp golden syrup 
100g caster sugar 

2 limes - zest finely 
grated, to get 1 tsp, 
the rest juiced, to 
get 2 tbsp 

30g desiccated 
coconut 


Scan to 
buy these 
at Ocado 


™ 


[i] Shop, chop. 


British cherry season is short but 
very sweet, so make the most of it 
while you can. If you’re making 
these for grown-ups, add a 
tablespoon of kirsch to the mix 
before freezing it. 


Put the hibiscus leaves in a small 
saucepan with 300ml cold water and 
bring to a boil. Simmer for a minute, 
then take off the heat and leave to 
steep for five minutes. 

Meanwhile, put the cherries, 
golden syrup and sugar ina medium 
saucepan, then use a masher or fork 
to burst the cherries. Strain the 
hibiscus liquid into the cherry pan 
(discard the leaves), then bring toa 
boil. Cook for three to five minutes, 
until the mix thickens slightly, then 


take off the heat and leave to cool. 

Tip the cherry mix into a blender 
with the lime zest and juice, blitz for 
a minute until smooth, then fine- 
strain into a jug, pressing down on 
the solids as you go. Divide the mix 
between six ice lolly moulds (or 
more if your moulds are on the small 
side), and freeze overnight. 

Next day, run each mould under 
running warm water for 15 seconds, 
then give it a gentle squeeze to 
dislodge the lolly. Put the lollies ona 
small tray lined with greaseproof 
paper, spacing them well apart, and 
freeze until you’re ready to eat them. 

To serve, sprinkle each lolly with 
a generous amount of desiccated 
coconut and put the rest in a bowl 
alongside for dipping. 
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Cheesecake is a popular pudding 

in Mexico. The subtle scent of vanilla, 

a spice native to the country, is the 
classic way to flavour the cream filling, 
and I often add lime zest for a bit of zing. 
I like to bake it until it’s puffed up, golden 
and quivering. Alongside, a seasonal 
fruit compote is just the thing - in this 
case, gooseberries and elderflower to 
hail the arrival of June. 


Prep 20 min 
Cook Thr 20 


Serves 8 


120g caster sugar 

1 tbsp cornflour 
375g full-fat cream 
cheese 

3 large eggs, 
separated 

1 tsp vanilla bean 
paste 

150ml double cream 
1lime 


For the biscuit base 
250g ginger biscuits 
60g desiccated 
coconut, or coconut 
flakes 

100g butter 

Salt 


For the compote 
300g fresh 
gooseberries (or 1 x 
300g tin, drained) 
50ml elderflower 
cordial 


Lime cheesecake 
with gooseberry 
compote 


Cold, velvety cream, warm compote 
and a nutty base - I love the contrasts 
of temperature and texture. The 
compote is so moreish, I’d suggest 
doubling the amount here. 


Heat the oven to 190C (170C fan)/ 
gas 5. Grease and line the bottom 
of a 20cm loose-bottomed cake tin. 
Start by making the base. Ina 
food processor, blitz the biscuits 
and coconut to a rough crumb. Melt 
the butter and mix into the biscuits 
until they resemble wet sand. 
Season with a few pinches of salt 
and put in the base of the cake tin, 
using the back of a spoon or a small, 
smooth-bottomed glass to smooth 
it out evenly. Bake for 10 minutes, 
then remove and leave to cool. 
Turn down the oven to 170C 
(150C fan)/gas 3. Mix the sugar 
with the cornflour, then beat in the 
cream cheese, egg yolks, vanilla 
and double cream. Grate in the zest 
from the lime, then stir in the juice 
of half the lime. In a separate bowl, 
whisk the egg whites to stiff peaks, 
then fold into the cheese mixture 
as gently as possible, to keep the 
cheesecake mix light and airy. 
Scrape the filling into the tin, 
smooth the top and bake for 60-70 
minutes, or until lightly golden on 
top. Turn off the oven but leave the 
cheesecake inside to cool. Once it 
has cooled, put in the fridge to chill. 
Meanwhile, make the compote 
by putting the gooseberries, cordial 
and the juice of the remaining 
half-lime into a small pan and cook 
gently for eight minutes, until the 
fruit starts to collapse. When you 
are ready, serve the cheesecake with 
the warm compote. 


The simple flex 

To make this pudding dairy-free, 
use coconut oil instead of butter in 
the base and blitz soaked cashew 
nuts and chia seeds for the filling. 


Joe Woodhouse 
Summer classics 
with a twist 


These are great dishes for summer 
events. The gazpacho can be made 
ahead and will improve while waiting 
in the fridge: a quick stir to recombine 
everything, and you're good to go. 
The aioli makes for a wonderful 
centrepiece - piles of peak-season 
veg with a herby, garlic-spiked dip 

for liberal dunking. Again, this can 

be mostly prepared in advance, with 
just few elements to finish on the grill, 
to give you more time at the party. 


Orcas) 
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Prep 15 min 
Chill/rest 1 hr + 


6-8 asa 
starter 


Serves 


1 cucumber, 
deseeded, flesh 
chopped 

2 green bell pepper, 
stem, seeds and pith 
removed, flesh 
chopped 

1 large fennel bulb, 
tough stalks 
removed, the rest 
chopped 

2 sticks celery, 
chopped 

5 spring onions, 
trimmed and 
chopped (or 1 small 
onion, peeled and 
chopped) 

2 garlic cloves, 
peeled and roughly 
chopped 

50g stale white 
bread, cut or broken 
into chunks 

2-4 tbsp sherry 
vinegar, or more to 
taste 

5 tbsp extra-virgin 
olive oil, or more to 
taste, plus extra to 
garnish 

Sea salt and black 


pepper 

25g basil leaves 
25g mint leaves 
1 green chilli, 
deseeded if you 
prefer less heat 
(optional) 


Green gazpacho 


This is a vibrant and cooling take on 
gazpacho for when the sun is out. 
Make sure to add a decent amount 
of salt, oil and vinegar to help it sing. 


Put the first seven ingredients in a 
large bowl with the sherry vinegar, 
half the oil and a generous sprinkle 
of sea salt. Give everything a good 
squeeze with your hands to help 
release the juices, then leave to 
stand for at least 30 minutes, and 
longer if possible. 

Tip the mix into a blender and 
blitz until very smooth; you may 
need to start with half the mix and 
blend it before adding the rest. 
Blend in the basil and mint leaves, 
as well as the chilli, if using, then 
taste and adjust the seasoning as 
needed: it will definitely need more 
salt and may need some 
more vinegar to help bring out the 
flavours. Add the remaining oil and 
blend again until the soup is 
smooth. Chill until very cold. 

Serve drizzled with more oil and 
a twist of black pepper, and some 
crusty bread on the side. 
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Prep 20 min 
Cook 30 min 
Serves 6-8 


250g green beans, 
topped 

Salt and black 
pepper 

600g new potatoes 
6 courgettes (about 
900g), cut into 1cm- 
thick slices 

3 aubergines (about 
900g), cut into 
1cm-thick slices 
75ml olive oil, for 
cooking, plus extra 
for drizzling 

4 red peppers 

- romano are great, 
but bell also work 
250g cherry 
tomatoes, on the 
vine, ideally 

2 baby gem lettuces 
200g kalamata 
olives, or any others 
that excite you 

2 lemons, cut into 
wedges 

1-2 baguettes, to 
serve 


For the aioli 

2 egg yolks 

20g dijon mustard 
20g vinegar 

2 garlic cloves, 
peeled and finely 
grated 

1 green chilli, 
deseeded (optional) 
250g extra-virgin 
olive oil - a softly 
flavoured, not too 
bitter one, or use 
50:50 with a 
low-flavour other oil 
20g basil, dill and 
coriander 


ingredients 
it at Ocado 


Grand herb aioli 


This is a twist on the French classic, 
with a few charred elements giving 
it a different dimension. If you don’t 
have access to a griddle or barbecue, 
roast the courgettes, aubergine and 
peppers in a very hot oven, turning 
them over halfway. 


First make the aioli. Put the egg 
yolks, mustard, vinegar, garlic and 
a pinch of salt in a blender and 
pulse. With the motor on low, slowly 
drizzle the oil through the central 
funnel until the mix emulsifies. Add 
the herbs, blend again until smooth, 
then add more salt if needed. 

Ina pan of salted boiling water, 
blanch the beans until tender, then 
lift out and refresh in iced water. 
Add the potatoes to the boiling 
water, simmer until easily pierced 
with the tip of a knife, then drain 
and put on a platter with the beans. 

Lay the courgettes and aubergines 
on a baking tray, drizzle with oil and 
scatter over a pinch of salt. Toss, 
then slowly grill the slices in 
batches, either in a griddle pan or on 
a barbecue, for about three minutes 
on each side. Keep warm so they 
finish cooking in the residual heat. 

Griddle the peppers, turning as 
needed, until the skins blacken. 
Once tender, transfer to a bowl and 
cover. When the peppers are cool 
enough to handle, peel off the skins, 
remove and discard the stems, 
seeds and pith, and tear the flesh 
into strips. Add to the platter. 

Meanwhile, cut the lettuces into 
quarters and add to the platter with 
the tomatoes and lemon wedges. 
Put the olives in a bowl alongside. 
Decant the aioli into a second bowl 
and put that on the platter, too. 

Once the courgettes and 
aubergines are done, arrange them 
on the platter. A final drizzle of oil 
and a sprinkle of salt won’t hurt. 
Serve with baguette cut into 
chunky slices. 
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Meera Sodha 
The new 


vegan 


Mark Flanagan, the Queen's head 
chef, will have his work cut out for him 
this weekend. Not only will he have had 
to create food celebratory enough for 
the jubilee, he'll also have had to cater 

for the changing palate and preferences 
of the nation. It’s why I've made today’s 
cake, to help him out. It’s a gentle update 
on the old coffee and walnut cake 
stalwart, but not so modern that it'll leave 
granny behind. It's vegan (so most people 
will be able to enjoy it) and more outward- 
looking, too. I've used tahini, which makes 
for a luxuriant, silky whipped cream, 
and miso in the caramel to give the cake 
some attitude. I hope you like it, Mark. 


Prep 15 min 
Cook 1hr10 min 
Serves 8-10 


For the coffee 
sponge 

500g plain flour 
325g caster sugar 

1 tbsp baking powder 
1 tsp bicarbonate 

of soda 

¥, tsp fine sea salt 
60g walnuts, finely 
chopped 

160ml olive oil 
360ml whole oat 
milk 

1 tbsp apple cider 
vinegar 

4 tbsp instant coffee 
powder 


For the buttercream 
150g vegan butter, 
at room temperature 
300g icing sugar 

1 tbsp instant coffee 
powder 


For the miso 
caramel 

150g caster sugar 
50g vegan butter, at 
room temperature, 
cut into cubes 

1 tbsp white shiro 
miso 

3 tbsp whole oat 
milk 

1 pinch fine sea salt 


For the topping 
250ml vegan double 
cream - | like Oatly's 
Whippable Creamy 
Oat 

2 tbsp icing sugar 

3 tbsp light tahini 
50g walnuts, finely 
chopped 


* Scan to 
buy these 
HF at Ocado 
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Coffee, walnut 
and miso 
caramel cake 


Don’t be put off by the ingredients 
list: this a basic recipe, albeit one 
with several steps, and you can make 
some of them in advance. Wrapped 
tightly, the sponge keeps for a day, 
while the caramel and buttercream 
can live in the fridge for two days. 


Grease and line two 23cm cake tins, 
and heat the oven to 200C (180C fan)/ 
gas 6. To make the batter, combine 
the flour, sugar, baking powder, 
bicarb, salt and walnuts in a large 
bowl. Ina second large bowl, mix the 
oil, milk, vinegar and coffee powder. 

Make a well in the dry ingredients, 
then pour in the wet bit by bit, mixing 
it in until smooth. Divide the batter 
between the two tins and bake for 
30 minutes, or until a skewer comes 
out clean. Remove and leave to cool. 

For the buttercream, beat the 
sugar, butter and coffee powder with 
an electric whisk (or hand whisk), 
until light and fluffy, then set aside. 

For the caramel, put the sugar and 
two tablespoons of cold water in a 
small pan on a medium heat and stir 
to dissolve the sugar - it will bubble 
and take on some colour. After five 
minutes, when it turns from pale gold 
to golden syrup, take off the heat 
and whisk in, one after the other, the 
butter, miso and milk. It will bubble 
aggressively, then die down after a 
bit. Once settled, leave to cool for a 
few minutes, then whisk in the salt. 

Just before you assemble the cake, 
whip the cream to soft peaks, then 
add the sugar and tahini, and whip 
to stiff peaks (they won’t be as stiff 
as dairy cream peaks). 

Once the sponges are cool, build 
the cake. Put one sponge on a platter, 
slather the buttercream on top just 
shy of the outer edge, then lay the 
second sponge on top. Spread the 
cream over the top, then pour over 
the caramel (if it has stiffened, 
warm it very gently to loosen). 
Scatter over the nuts, slice and serve. 


rea) 
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Karla Zazueta 
Taco party 
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Pico de gallo 


\: en” 


Prep 15 min 
Serves 4 


3 small tomatoes, finely 
diced 

Y, medium white onion, 
finely chopped 

10g fresh coriander, 
finely chopped 

¥, tsp salt 

Y, lime 


2 Shop, chop. 
ie Scan to 
cee buy these 
EVE at Ocado 
My family loves making 
pico de gallo for 
gatherings - it's lovely 
with totopos (tortilla 
chips) and, if we have 
any left over, | use it to 


make Mexican scrambled 
eggs the next morning. 


Put the tomatoes, onion 
and coriander ina 
medium bowl and mix 
well. Add the salt and 
lime juice, mix again, 
then set aside for five 
minutes. Eat as a snack 
with tortilla chips or use 
as a topping for tacos. 


Pickled red onion 
Prep 20 min 
Serves 4 


1 large red onion, 
peeled and thinly sliced 
(about 150g) 

1 tsp table salt 

Juice of 3 limes 

¥, tsp dried oregano 


ingredients 
it at Ocado 


My mum, who is not 

a big fan of vinegar, 
came up with the idea of 
pickling onions in lime 
juice, and | think it's 


wonderful, because the 
citrus not only takes 
away the strong flavour 
of raw onions, but it 
gives them a mellow 
acidity. | always have 
some in my fridge, ready 
to add to tacos or salad. 


Put the onion in a bowl, 
mix in the salt, then 
leave to steep for 10 
minutes (the salt will 
take away some of the 
moisture in the onion). 
Rinse the onion to get 
rid of the excess salt, 
then add the lime juice 
and oregano, and mix 
well. Set aside for 10 
minutes, stirring from 
time to time - the onion 
will turn bright pink. Use 
to top tacos or salads. 


Baja prawn tacos 


Prep 10 min 


Cook 45 min 


Makes 12 


For the batter 

170g self-raising flour 
1% tsp salt 

Y, tsp dried Mexican 
oregano 

1 tbsp American 
mustard 

200ml lager 

50g plain flour, for 
coating 

Salt and ground black 
pepper 

36 extra-large raw king 
prawns, cleaned and 
deveined 


For the mayonnaise 
120g soured cream 
60g mayonnaise 
1tsp milk 


To serve 

400ml sunflower oil 
12 corn tortillas 

120g iceberg lettuce, 
shredded 

Pico de gallo - see first 
recipe 

Pickled red onion - see 
previous recipe 

2 limes, cut into wedges 
Your favourite spicy 
salsa (optional) 


race Scan to 
“iaate: buy these 
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This dish is very close to 
my heart: every time 

| make it, it takes me 
back to my home town, 
Ensenada, where these 
tacos are from. My dad, 
who was a keen cook, 
would fry lots of pieces 
of fish and we'd all sit 
around the table and 
have a feast. Everyone 
would build their own 
tacos with their 
favourite toppings; | 
loved to add a bit of 
everything, and still do. 
The batter is very 
versatile - I've used 
prawns here instead of 
fish, but you could also 
try cauliflower florets or 
10cm courgette batons 
for a vegetarian option. 


First make the 
mayonnaise: in a 
medium bowl, mix the 
soured cream, mayo, 
milk and a pinch each of 
salt and pepper, or to 
taste, then set aside. 

To make the batter, 
put the self-raising flour 
in a wide bowl, add the 
salt, oregano, mustard 
and beer, and whisk 
until there are no lumps. 

Put the plain flour on 
a plate, season and mix. 
Pat dry the prawns with 
a kitchen towel, dust 
each prawn in the flour, 
shake off any excess, 
then drop into the batter. 

Put the oilina 
medium frying pan on 
a medium heat. Once it's 
hot, fry the prawns in 
batches for a minute or 
so on each side, until 
golden brown, then 
transfer to a plate 
lined with kitchen paper 
to drain. 

Heat the tortillas in 
a hot, dry frying pan, 
then transfer to 
a warmed plate and 


cover with a tea towel 
to keep them warm. 

To serve, take one 
warm tortilla, spread it 
with some mayo and lay 
three battered prawns 
on top. Add some 
shredded Lettuce, pico 
de gallo, pickled onions, 
a squeeze of lime and, 
if you want some heat, 
spicy salsa, and tuck in. 
Karla Zazueta 
(@mexicanfoodmemories) 
is a writer and cookery 
teacher who blogs at 
mexicanfoodmemories. 
co.uk 
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Fiona Beckett 


Time for a brew: British 
beers for party weekends 


There may be a lot of corks popping 
this weekend, but I suspect it will 
be beer at the heart of most street 
parties. And what could be a more 
traditional British drink to celebrate 
the jubilee? 

But will yours be made ina 
traditionally British style? Beers 
have in recent years become a 
vehicle for so many different 
flavours, boosted in many cases 
by such high levels of alcohol that 
it’s hard to think of some of them 
as session drinks. For the beer writer 
Pete Brown, the trend has gone too 
far: “The problem is we’ve got too 
novelty driven,” he says. “Some hop 
varieties might have a hint of, say, 
mango or papaya in their aroma, so 
brewers say: ‘Great, let’s chuck ina 
load of mango/papaya pulp if that’s 
the flavour people want, In the craft 


Four traditional 
British beers 


M&S Platinum Jubilee Ale 
£36 (12 x 600ml) Marks & 
Spencer, 5%. Impeccably 
sourced golden ale 

made by Elgoods 


Butcombe Rare Breed 
Pale Ale £14.95 (8 x 
500ml) butcombe.com, 
4.2%. Award-winner with 
a great malt character 


Timothy Taylor's 
Boltmaker £42 (16 x 
500ml) timothytaylor 
shop.co.uk, 4.2%. 
Cracking. Serve with a pie 


Taste the Difference 
Golden Ale £1.60 (500ml) 
Sainsbury's, 4.3%. Fresh, 
summery ale made by 
Hall & Woodhouse 


world, balance is boring and hints 
are pointless when you could go 
full-on awesome. But the joy ofa 
well-made, traditional pale ale, say, 
is in its balance and nuance.” 

There are, however, some 
tentative signs that the pendulum 
is swinging back the other way. 
Theakston, for example, recently 
relaunched its refreshingly 
swiggable 3.4% Dark Mild, citing 
a return to interest in traditional 
styles. “I do believe that there 
is a genuine curiosity among 
‘craft’ breweries to produce the 
so-called traditional ales,” says 
Adrian Tierney-Jones, author of the 
recently published United Kingdom 
of Beer. “There’s the likes of Elusive 
and Boxcar making milds, Five 
Points, Deya and Anspach & Hobday 
making best bitter, and Orbit in 
south London making an English- 
style pale ale.” 

Tierney-Jones adds: “Other 
brewers I spoke to while writing 
the book said they have always 
loved to drink the traditional styles, 
and that, having made their name 
with heavily hopped craft beers, 
they now want to branch out. 
Producing a bitter is the result. 

It reminds me of the Clash, who 
initially made their name with 
punk rock before moving into more 
traditional musical styles such as 
blues and country.” 

But just as many drinkers 
developed an interest in wine 
through more flavourful styles such 
as New Zealand sauvignon blanc or 
big, bold Argentinian malbecs, beer 
drinkers may have no inclination to 
move on. Aficionados may welcome 
the return of such beers, but the 
public at large may be harder to 
convince. Enthusiast though he is, 
Tierney-Jones reluctantly concedes: 
“T don’t think they are going to 
supplant the juicy, hazy, fruity New 
England IPAs any time soon.” 


The good 
mixer 
Royal 
summertime 


Serves 1 


For the champagne 
popsicle (optional) 
40ml flat champagne 
20ml flat lemonade 
1 pinch sugar 


For the drink 

40ml orange vodka 
20ml Aperol 

25ml passionfruit 
puree 

15ml lime juice 
15ml sugar syrup 

1 edible flower, to 
garnish (optional) 


fl 22L] Scan to 
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Arefreshing, tropical fruit cocktail 
that’s perfect for a sunny evening 
outdoors. The popsicle is an 
ingenious way to use up the ends of 
champagne and lemonade bottles 
that have lost their fizz. 


For the popsicle, if making, mix the 
flat champagne, flat lemonade and 
sugar until the sugar dissolves. Pour 
into a small, thin lolly mould and 
freeze until solid. 

To make the cocktail, put all the 
liquids in a blender with two scoops 
of crushed ice and blitz. Pour into 
a wine glass, garnish with an edible 
flower and the popsicle, if using, 
and serve immediately. 

Patrik Hladky, assistant general 
manager, Drake & Morgan King’s 
Cross, London N1 
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The Observer 
foodmonthly 
awards 


Supported by 


What makes someone’ssocial “3 


— oe to eat? 


You decide 


Vote for your favourite social 
media star, restaurant, place 
to drink or food hero, and 
help celebrate those who 
make life more delicious at 
the Observer Food Monthly 
Awards. Nominate and you 
could win prizes too, visit: 
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Ravneet Gill 
The sweet spot 


Go big or go home! There is so much joy 
in making a giant trifle, getting a massive 
serving spoon, letting people dig in - and 
then going in for seconds. When British 
fruit is in its prime, you can't go wrong with 
a bit of custard alongside. For this trifle, I've 
used bought sponge fingers, but you can 
use sliced madeira cake instead, if you 
prefer. And if jelly is not your thing, that’s 
OK, too: simply top the sponge with fresh 
berries before spooning on the custard. 


Prep 20 min 
Cook 30 min 
Chill 4hr+ 
Serves 10-12 


For the custard 
800ml double cream 
100g caster sugar 

1 vanilla pod, seeds 
scraped (or 1 tbsp 
vanilla bean paste) 
3 eggs, plus 3 egg 
yolks 

A big pinch of salt 


For the jelly 

5 gelatine leaves 
500ml elderflower 
and apple juice 


To assemble 

1x 175g pack 
sponge fingers 
400g seasonal 
berries (strawberries, 
raspberries, etc) 
600ml double 
cream, gently 
whipped 
Sprinkles, to top 
(optional) 
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Big fat 
summer 
trifle 


You'll need a large trifle dish for 
this, and to start it the day ahead. 


First make the custard. In a saucepan, 
warm the cream with half the sugar 
and the vanilla until it’s steaming. 
In a bowl, whisk the eggs and egg 
yolks with the remaining 50g sugar 
and salt until combined. 

Bring a pan of water to a simmer 
and set a heatproof bowl on top, 
making sure it isn’t touching the 
water. Pour the hot cream over the 
egg mixture, whisk well, then pour 
everything into the heatproof bowl 
and cook, stirring occasionally with 
a whisk, for 25-30 minutes, until the 
custard has thickened slightly: 
when you move the whisk, you’ll 
notice the mix has more body to it 
and isn’t completely liquid. Pour the 
custard into a heatproof container, 
leave to cool completely, then 
refrigerate overnight. 

Now for the jelly. Soak the 
gelatine in a bowl of ice-cold water. 
In asmall pan, gently warm the 
elderflower and apple juice until 
steaming. When the gelatine has 
softened, squeeze out all the excess 
water, add the leaves to the juice 
pan and stir with a whisk until they 
have melted. Set aside while you 
start building the trifle. 

Put a layer of sponge fingers in 
the base of a large trifle bowl - you 
don’t have to be too precise - then 
scatter some of the fruit on top. 
Pour the jelly mix over the top, 
leave to cool to room temperature, 
then put in the fridge to set for at 
least four hours. During this time, 
the sponge fingers will soak up 
quite a bit of the liquid, but don’t 
be alarmed. 

Once the jelly has set, sprinkle 
the remaining fruit on top, then 
spoon over the now cold and set 
thick custard. Top with lightly 
whipped cream and, if you’re like 
me, some sprinkles, and serve cold. 


‘reast) __@ 


Felicity Cloake 
Masterclass: 
coronation chicken 


Coronation chicken gets a bad rap: 

a name ‘synonymous with the mass-produced, 
sickly gloop wheeled out for lacklustre buffets’, 
as the food historian Polly Russell puts it, and 


‘a dog of a dish’, according to Tom Parker Bowles. 


While it no longer has quite the same whiff of 
exotic glamour as it did back in 1953, poulet reine 
Elizabeth is still a magnificent centrepiece for 

a party, whatever it is you're celebrating. 


Put the bird ina 

big pot with the 
herbs and spices. Fill 
with water, bring to 
a simmer, then 
poach for 90 minutes 


Prep 30 min 
Cook 90 min 
Serves 6 


1 chicken (about 
T”kg) 

1 cinnamon stick 

5 black peppercorns 
1 pinch of saffron 

1 tsp salt 

1 bay leaf 

4cm piece fresh 
ginger 

2 tbsp curry powder 
50g flaked almonds 
50g dried apricots 
5 tbsp good-quality 
mango chutney 

(I swear by Geeta's) 
2 tsp Worcestershire 
sauce 

200ml full-fat 
Greek yoghurt 

1 small bunch fresh 
coriander 


For the mayonnaise 
(or use 200ml 
ready-made) 

1egg yolk 

1 big pinch salt 

1 tsp dijon mustard 
1 tbsp white-wine 
or cider vinegar, or 
lemon juice 

200ml light olive, 
sunflower, grape 
seed or other 
neutral oil 


Remove and 

discard the skin, 
then strip all the 
meat off the bones 
and chop it into 
bite-sized pieces 


1 Take your time 
First things first, 
this is not one of 
those “quick” 
recipes you can 
knock up in the 
time it takes 
your partner to 
butter the 
sandwiches. To 
do coronation 
chicken justice, 
you need to 
make it from 
scratch, and that 
starts with 
poaching a 
chicken. Yes, 
you could use 
ready-cooked 
meat, but 

I wouldn’t 
recommend 
doing so. 


2 Prep the 
chicken 

Put the bird 
breast side 

up ina large 
saucepan with 
the cinnamon, 
peppercorns, 
saffron, salt, bay 
leaf and half the 
ginger, sliced. 
Fill the pan with 
cold water until 
only the top 

of the breast is 
exposed. (If you 
don’t have a pan 
large enough, 
break the 
chicken down 
into joints, or 
indeed use two 
breasts, two 
whole legs, or 
two thighs and 
two drumsticks, 
and two wings.) 
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and proceed 
from there. 
Top with the 


toasted almonds 


and more coriander, 
then serve with rice, 
potatoes or packed 
into a sandwich 


Toast the curry 

powder and 
almonds. Mix the 
spices with the mayo, 
yoghurt, ginger, 
fruit and chutney 


Fold the dressing 

ingredients into 
the chicken, then 
chill. Just before 
serving, stir in some 
chopped coriander 


Kitchen aide 
The best cakes 


for asummer party 


What’s a good, summer party cake? 
Jess, London SE19 
A good party hinges on good cake, 
and who better to advise on such 
matters than the king of desserts 
himself, Jeremy Lee? “My absolute 
go-to is hazelnut meringue with a 
heap of raspberries and cream,” says 
the chef-proprietor of Quo Vadis in 
London. “For fun, pour on raspberry 
puree and load it with ice-cream.” 
To achieve meringue greatness, Lee 
beats egg whites in a “scrupulously 
clean bowl” and ensures that the 
sugar is beaten in well: “Do that, 
and you’ll get safely into harbour.” 
Summer is, of course, a time for 
bountiful fruit, eating outdoors and, 
says Helen Goh, co-author (with 
Yotam Ottolenghi) of Sweet, “when 
traybakes come into their own”. 
While a slab of sponge perhaps 
doesn’t sound much to write home 
about, when dressed for the occasion, 
it brings ultimate party vibes. “People 
think they’re rustic and brown, but 
you can make them really pretty, too” 
Also partial to a celebratory 
traybake is Tarunima Sinha, owner 
of delivery business My Little Cake 
Tin. She adds ground almonds or 
pistachios to the batter for moisture, 
a few spoons of soured cream for 
lightness and elderflower cordial or 
lemon zest for flavour. “All you need 
to do then is make a fruit puree 
[passion fruit, strawberries or mango, 
say] and swirl it through whipped 
cream.” Slather that on top of your 
cooked sponge, and scatter over 
some berries and edible flowers. 
Alternatively, for a little je ne sais 


quick, easy and an excellent vehicle 
for good olive oil, citrus and all 
manner of nuts. “I’d be tempted to 
do an orange, olive oil and pistachio 
or almond one,” he adds, especially 
when partnered with a fruit compote 
- “every berry under the sun, or 
peach, or apricot” - and an abundance 
of custard. “Yoghurt cake isn’t fragile, 
either, so it’s great for picnics or 
carrying up a hill.” 

Also ticking the simple yet 
satisfying box is bingka ubi, or 
Indonesian tapioca cake. Rahel 
Stephanie, who runs London supper 
club Spoons, says: “It’s a foolproof, 
one-bowl cake. Just throw in a bunch 
of grated tapioca, sugar, coconut milk 
and tapioca starch, mix it all up and 
bake for an hour.” Her top tip is to 
swap greaseproof paper for a greased 
banana leaf (if you can get one): 

“Tt adds a beautiful fragrance - quite 
aromatic and vanilla-esque.” Then, to 
make things suitably celebratory, top 
with fresh mango or grated coconut. 

There are, however, occasions 
when only chocolate will do, and 
Goh has got Jess’s back with an 
Australian ripple cake: “It’s made by 
‘gluing’ chocolate biscuits together 
with cream, which you can flavour 
with coffee.” Cover with more 
cream, “so it looks like a barrel”, 
and chill: “You'll get that chocolate 
hit without having a big, messy 
chocolate cake.” 

Anna Berrill 
Got a culinary dilemma? 
Email feast@theguardian.com 


Waste not... 
Over-ripe tomatoes 
Tom Hunt 


“So how, exactly, does throwing 
away cauliflower leaves or squishy 
tomatoes contribute to global 
warming?” asks Lindsey Harrad in 
her new book, Living Plantfully. 
“The link is more direct than you 
might expect. Global food waste 
alone is responsible for 8-10% of all 
greenhouse gas emissions.” 

If food is wasted, so are all the 
resources that went into producing 
it, including the water and land use, 
animal feed, fertilisers, pesticides, 
processing, packaging, transport, 
storage and refrigeration. Once it’s 
sold, you can add to that the impact 
of travelling to and from the shops, 
home refrigeration and the cooking. 
Even after a food has been disposed 
of, it will still produce further 
emissions. Combined, the global food 
system is responsible for a third of 
all greenhouse gas emissions. 

In her book, Harrad suggests 
saving over-ripe tomatoes by turning 
them into chutney or freezing them 
whole to add to curries or sauces, 
rather than using canned. 


Tomato, tamarind and chilli jam 
Finely chop and saute a peeled red 
onion and two red chillies ina 
tablespoon of mustard oil for five 
minutes. Add a tablespoon of grated 
unpeeled ginger, two cloves of grated 
peeled garlic, six fenugreek leaves 


, quoi, Goh pokes holes in the cake and 

g pours over a syrup infused with bay 

2 leaves. Or, for “instant wow without 

E any extra work”, Sinha bakes hers in 

c a bundt tin, and serves it with the 

= cream and berries on the side. 
“Something I love that’s fantastic 

in summer, but often neglected, is 

= a yoghurt cake,” Lee says. They’re 
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and a teaspoon each of smoked 
paprika and sea salt, and fry, stirring, 
for three minutes. Add 400g chopped 
ripe tomatoes, 150g unrefined sugar 
and two tablespoons of tamarind 
paste (or cider vinegar), bring toa 
boil, then simmer for 30 minutes, 
until reduced by half. Pour into clean 
jars, seal and store in the fridge. 


HOTOGRA! 
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Rachel Roddy 


Tales from an 
Italian kitchen 


Pissadella (tomato, anchovy, 

onion and olive tart) 

In the middle months of the 
pandemic, when we could go out, 
but not far, I kept meeting the same 
people in well-spaced queues, and 
saying the same things: “We’re fine, 
but climbing the walls,” “Zoom”, 
“sorry”, “mask”, “dog”. I also found 
myself talking about parties. 

At first, it was queue-chat about 
having people over. But, as the 
months went on, I found myself 
having increasingly detailed chats 
and thoughts about parties. 
Remembered, made-up, nostalgic 
house parties; kitchens full of 
people and baths full of ice, vertical 
conversations on staircases, red 
wine on carpets, sofas pushed back 
to make space for dancing 
(thoughts all the more idealised 
because, if a party is made up, there 
is no chance of not being invited). 

In September 2020, I spent an 
evening with a friend planning a 
party we couldn’t have. How we 
would make jugs of iced negroni, 
and serve Messina beer and five-litre 
boxes of wine. For the food, we 
imagined big bowls of a knobbly 
cheese snack called Fonzies, little 
milk buns filled with salami, olives 
the size of small plums, fried cheese 
and trays of pizza, which, for the 
sake of this column, would be 
pissadella with anchovy diamonds. 

Also known as sardenaira, 
piscalandrea or pizza alla Ligure, 
pissadella is part of a family of 
anchovy-onion-tomato-olive-topped 
flatbreads typical of Liguria (and of 
Nice in France, which has a tomato- 
less version called pissaladiére, and 
a reminder of shifting borders and 
common cooking). Some variations 
are unleavened, while others include 
yeast, though so far I’ve had more 
success with yeasted recipes. I also 
prefer those that suggest adding the 
anchovies after baking, as opposed 


to putting them in the tomato sauce 
- Imiss the forcefulness of a fillet. 

It was the Roman cook and teacher 
Carla Tomasi who taught me to 
knead dough with oiled hands on 
a lightly oiled surface. Years later, 
Istill say, “Hail, Carla”, every time. 
Not only does this help manage 
stickiness, it also means you are not 
incorporating more flour, which is 
what happens when you knead on 
a floured surface. Even though 
many people say that it’s an 
unnecessary step with modern 
yeasts, I still, stubbornly, activate 


Down in one: cut 
into squares and 
served with drinks, 
pissadella makes the 
perfect party nibble 


(which sounds like a 1990s aerobics 
workout): 25g fresh or 10g dried 
yeast mixed in a cup with 75ml 
warm milk and 20g flour, then left 
for 10 minutes, so it starts to bubble. 
But feel free to leave that stage out. 
Ina large bowl, mix the yeast with 
480g flour (or 500g if you haven’t 
activated it), four tablespoons of olive 
oil, salt and enough warm water to 
make a soft, slightly sticky dough. 
Rub a work surface with oil, plop the 
dough on top, then use oiled hands 
to fold and knead gently. Wash, dry 
and rub the bowl with oil, then return 
the dough to it for an hour or so. 
While the dough is rising, make 
the topping. In a frying pan, warm 
six tablespoons of oil and gently fry 
an unpeeled bashed clove of garlic 
and two onions, peeled and sliced 
into half-moons, until soft and 
translucent. Add 800g ripe tomatoes, 
peeled and roughly chopped, and 
a good pinch of oregano, then cook 
until soft and no longer watery. 
Rub a large baking tray with oil, 
drop the dough on to it and use 
oiled fingers to spread and press it 
into place - it should be about 1cm 
thick all over - then leave to rise for 
another 30 minutes. Spread the 
tomato mix on top and bake at 200C 
(180C fan)/gas 6 for 40-60 minutes. 
Meanwhile, cut 12 anchovies in 
half lengthways. When the base 
comes out of the oven, make a 
diagonal lattice pattern with the 
anchovies and put an olive in the 
centre of each diamond. 
While you can make pissadella 
in advance and serve it at room 
temperature, it is best served hot 
from the oven. It will seem a faff 
to cut the anchovy fillets in half in 
preparation for the lattice. But 
trust me, trying to get them out 
of the jar is tricky after a negroni, 
and you could well be distracted 
by the doorbell or by someone 
moving the sofa. 
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Restaurant writer of the year 


Grace Dent 


‘Tcan't replicate this food 
at home, so I'll have to go back’ 


Nikkei, being a term not wildly known 
outside foodie circles, perhaps takes 
a little unpicking. It is where 
Japanese cuisine meets Peruvian - 
think salmon tataki, but with aji 
amarillo tiger’s milk, or a plate of 
yellowtail kingfish maki rolls dotted 
with yuzu truffle soy and romano 
pepper. It’s raw fish meets heat and 
spice, with simple, clean Japanese 
plates sent slightly haywire by 
Peruvian influences such as sweet 
potato, chancha corn or vinegary 
anticucho sauce. Delicious, right? 
The most well known nikkei 
restaurant in London is the rather 
alarming Chotto Matte, which I have 
on my list of “absolutely abominable 


places that continue to thrive despite 
my hex”. In fairness, I went only 
once, but, over the short time this 
multifloored hellscape took to whip 
£150 out of my purse, I concluded 
that it was not for me. Heavy on 
graffiti and flashing lights, the decor 
was described as “grunge”, but felt 
more like stage 1 of a migraine aura, 
while the service was so chaotic, I left 
convinced that the red titi monkeys 
at London zoo were handed their 
tea-time walnuts with more aplomb. 
I did, however, like the food. 
Nikkei is delicate, surprising and full 
of huge, bolshie flavours. The sushi is 
wildly overstyled, and never boring: 
it comes wrapped in breadcrumbs, or 


Bamboo Mat 


625 High Road 
Leyton, London E10, 
bamboo-mat.co.uk 
(no phone). Open 
Tues-Sun, noon- 
Tipm. From about 
£40 a head, plus 
drinks and service 
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drizzled, Jackson Pollock-style, with 
yuzu soy, or festooned with mango 
puree and served on a leaf. And now 
a nikkei restaurant has opened in 
Leyton, east London, run by chef 
Denis Gobjila, ex of Chotto Matte, and 
his business partner, Victor Rosca, 
formerly of Sushisamba and Lucky 
Cat, both also vast, noisy, pricey 
places whose clientele show up in 
sashes, get leathered on espresso 
martinis and eat tiny mouthfuls of 
miso cod. But Gobjila and Rosca have 
opened something small, quiet and 
about eight miles from anywhere 
even resembling high glamour. 
Bamboo Mat is on the way out of 
Leyton and en route to Walthamstow. 
It is a sparse room, and there is 
nothing lovely about it, apart from 
the fact that Gobjila is an incredible 
chef serving excellent plates of 
Peruvian joy such as hamachi tiradito 
and anticucho chicken, as well as 
noteworthy sashimi, nigiri and maki. 
It’s impossible not to want the place 
to succeed when he bounds out of 
the kitchen with a bowl of pale, 
meaty sea bass ceviche in a fruity, 
warm, sunset-coloured sweet potato, 
aji amarillo, ginger, garlic and 
coriander sauce with caramelised, 
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nutty chancha corn. His hamachi 
tiradito (below left) is prettily staged 
with slices of raw yellowtail kingfish 
arranged like a blossoming flower ina 
vibrant, yuzu truffle soy dressing and 
topped with finely chopped chives. 

Ordering had been something of a 
battle, though, because our server 
seemed to have already decided what 
we should eat and, in his opinion, 
three dishes from the starters section 
wouldn’t leave room for the signature 
mains he was determined we’d have. 
Nevertheless, I wantonly ordered the 
seared salmon tataki with tiger’s milk 
and the briefest slivers of red onion; 
the starters also featured oysters and 
tempura shrimp with hot mayo, but 
I didn’t want to push my luck. 

Since leaving Bamboo Mat, I’ve 
tried to nail the essence of the 
anticucho sauce it serves with 
chicken, lamb chops and octopus and 
that clings particularly beautifully to 
seared, fatty, skin-on chicken thighs. 
Was that white-wine vinegar or sake? 
Yuzu, lemon juice, soy? No combos 
I make at home come even close to 
touching it, which is, after all, the 
hallmark of good, simple, personal 
cooking. I can’t replicate it at home, 
so [’ll have to go back. 

Bamboo Mat’s maki, meanwhile, 


Instafeed 


Unholy Bagels’ 
legendary cingo 
de egg mayo with 
cheese-and-chive 
omelette and 
chipotle mayo 


The very delicious 
mushroom parfait 
from The Victoria 
in Oxshott, at Tom 
Kerridge's Pub In 
The Park in Marlow 
a week or so back 


@gracedent 


verge on the ostentatious, with the 
“crispy Philadelphia maki” filled 
with fried shrimp and cream cheese 
being perhaps not to everyone’s 
taste, while deep-fried crispy 
mozzarella and salmon maki 
slathered in both unagi and spiced 
egg sauces are rather heavy-going 
but actually rather delicious. Even 
so, I preferred the relative calm of 
the spicy tuna maki (top), with their 
delicate slices of baby gem and the 
heat of shichimi pepper. We also 
picked and scoffed our way through 
hot maki filled with sea bass ceviche 
and covered in a nicely seasoned 
salsa, and elaborately plated, 
pond-green sea eel, spring onion 
and avocado rolls. 

There is one solitary pudding, 
a sort-of deconstructed raspberry 
cheesecake, that, after all the heat, 
spark, pizzaz and deep-fried 
breadcrumbs, was in fact the perfect 
palate-soother. Bamboo Mat was 
deserted, but sedate when we 
visited, but it probably won’t be for 
long. It’s a smaller, cheaper and better 
Chotto Matte, without all the shouty 
people and art installations. What’s 
not to love about that? 
The next episode of Grace’s Comfort 
Eating podcast is released on Tuesday 
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Online supermarkets. 
We’re the pick of 
the bunch. 


Yep, we're the only Which? recommended online supermarket. 


But don’t just take our word for it. Find out for yourself. 


There’s an eC ocado just for you 


Geographical restrictions apply. Offer ends 09/09/22 and valid for new customers only. Minimum spend £60 on groceries only. 
To redeem the voucher you must use the voucher code specified onsite. Full terms at ocado.com 


